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Tuesday, January 1st, 1952. 



Memorandum; 

At 5 o'clock, this morning, the weather man reported 
a cold wave rolling southward, having already engulfed Fort 
•‘°rth hut not yet arrived at Dallas. It has been in the 80's 
here all day and tonight I have all doors and windows open al¬ 
though the frigid mass is supposed to encompass us before’ 
morning. 

■L'he Payne Henrys brought pilgrims this morning and they 
ended up by remaining for dinner where we all gathered from 
across the blgx fence at the big house. It was a pleasant 
gathering and the food excellent. I had,promised to take 
desert at the -^and Gamp and so marched across t e cotton fields 
in that direction a half hour after.dinner here, only to discover 
the Bands had held dinner for me. The borad groaned at 
that bend of the river, too, but I somehow succeeded in 
fiddling out of most of the viands, save some oysters, a 
salade and coffee, while the 8 or 10 other guests made 
heroic inroads on the turkey and all the limitless other things. 

Back, at *ucca by 5, I was vaguely surprised at the coincidence 
or the planned advance made by 7 different local negroes, all 
of whom came on the same mission. The approach varied but it 
ran something like this for the most part; 

"We done heard tell of that there plate you done made, and 
somebody done seen one and told us what it look like and 
somebody saw one in -‘r. *at's room and us-es figured that nobody 
atn t never made anything that showed a building what colored 
folks used for churches and us-es figured you must-a-doue it, 
and us-es don p t know if it was made jus' for white folks or if 
colored folks could buy one or not, but us-es had in mind to 
gets our moneys together and get one for us-es pastor." 

I gathered the various oues had no more idea as to the 
cost of the individual piece than the man in the moon, .but all 
seemed determined to acquire one, if they Weren't reserved just 
for the white folks, if they cost $3.00 or $30.00 each. 

••ell, I reckon the Reverend Pompey Gillie will get a 
plate alright, but if once he has acquired one, without waiting 
for the thing to become fashionable in colored circles, the 
manufacturer will have to be balled upon to roll out a couple 
of extra ones. 
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As for New dear's 3ve, I reckon that for most people it 
probably followed the usual pattern, The radio tis morning 
spoke of recoid breaking crowds in i’iraos oquaro, which seems 
to be a familiar pattern for ^ew Year's ^ve in that quarter. 

I heard no mention of what kind of business the Night Glubs did, 
upt suppose they were jammed to the usual holiday capacity. 

As for myself, I, too, followed .the usual pattern, and like 
t)ie ^irnes Squarers and the might Clubers, I followed the course 
I like beet under existing circumstances. A t was pleasant 
on the gallery by at. Giggin s Foun ain with the music of 
Peter lllyovitch and the tinkling of Senor Caballero s musical 
notes, pleasantly subdued, melting smoothly fxa with the 
soft glow of the tapers through the open doors of the w hapel and 
somehow fusing Into the more remote twinkling of the constellations 
in the Northern sky. i'here.was some kind of a swing -out at 
the honkey-tonk which now and then could be heard faintly drifting 
across the cotton fields. First one friend and then another, 
heading toward the gay lights, deflected his course as he 

E nssed along beyond the bamboo, and dropped by for a little chat, 
ne untutored Dittle ft iver, just back after a year in Korea, came 
to give me a concept of the Far N a st that was both original 
and charmingly simple. A Eed Biver migrant to Detroit, b ok 
for the holidays, sauntered by to contrast the gehtto concentrations 
of the big auto city as opposed to the open spaces of the 
facing South, i'hreo or four local youths who had never been 
anywhere and looked with no enthusiasm to being dragedd out into 
a military career, hoping against hope that because they 
really didn't know teir alphabet, they might be jumped over into 
a 4-F classification. For no know reason, except possibly from 
sheer kindness or something quite unfathomable, the rtenks had 
brought me several pounds of excellent sliced ham which, 
with a couple of loaves of bread and a slab of cheese left from 
the Southwestern *ollege gift-of some time b»:ck, provided 
nourishment for my guests who had taken time out to drop in 
for a moment before going on to the swing-out. A glass of 
wine fQr good cheer and Die Frau and A were alone again, except 
for the Blessed ^artin who somehow seemed so much alive when 
a ._entle breeze fro the *outh be-stired the quiet flame of each snowy 
taper. The sorrows of 1951 paled in face of the remembered joys 
and the promise of the unknown 1952 just coming into being was 
suffiqient to make my New ■‘•ear's Fve a happy one, for happiness 
is a quality which is indeod happiness only when the sensation is 
shared with another, and there wasn't the slightest doubt in my 
heart that the proximity of kindred-souls, regardless of 
geographic stretches between contrives to make Tomorrow worth 
looking forward to with endless anticipation. 





I hope you had a nice New A ear's ^ve, too. 


5234 


"Wednesday, January 2nd, 1952. 


Memorandum: • 

The warm we ther continues and the weather man keeps 
up his prediction the cold wave is likely to roll in 
at any time. It seems to be still stuck somewhere between 
Fort orth and Dallas and so far as I am concerned, may 
continue on that line as long as it pleases, although I 
must soy these successive days of 80 degree thermometer 
readings tend to encourage plant developement beyond the 
point of good sense. At Arenbourg the Chinese honeysuckle 
is in full bloom and at ^elrose the bubs of the Chinese maganolias 
are swelling araaaingl January 31st should be the date for 
them to burst into flower under normal conditions which certainly 
do not exist. I only hope the magnolias "don t gethemselves out 
on a limb" as it were and divest themselves of so much long 
underwear-that they will bo blasted when the cold actually 
does blow in. It will not harm the Chinese honeysuckles, 
except to set back its floweringby a month or so, but in 
the case of the magnolias, once their buds are blasted, they 
may we written off as "cooked" for this season. I am watching 
those maganolias that bloomed last September or whenever, for 
I am anxious to see what they will offer by way of floral tributes 
to Spring. 

And today was a festive day at Arenbourg, regardlew of 
whatever kind of weather is impending. 1 had a‘n opportun ty 
to get some rather nice camellias, --a pure white one, a rod 
one and a pink one at a reasonable price and as the weather was 
warm and the bushes in flower, I made the most of these 
favorable circumstances to establish them advantage positions 
on the terrace and to bed them down nicely with cotton hulls 
so their feet will be nice and warm, regardless of what comes 
off the ice cakes. Cornelias seem to be unique in going 
through the rigors of transplanting best when in flower, and 
off hand 1 can think of no other evergreen, —or'diciduous 

E lant either, that almost demands planting when in flower, 
ut am still so old fashioned as to assume the ordeal must 
put something of a strain 0 n the plant and so, in order to 
releive any expenditure of strength from being expended on 
its more showy attributes, I incline to remove all the buds and 
so let all the energy remain for the less spectacular but 
more vital attributes of each item. 


I 
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I devoted most of the afternoon to Melrose where 
I had one helper, -.setting out borders of Giant's -“eard, 
moving banana plants and fi eaven knows what all, -Tomorrow 
I am h promised a alf dozen expert axemen to undertake 
a bit of "manicuring" of the river bank . a job which 
is long over due, and I am looking forward to that 
job with considerable enthusiasm, and the mores so because 
I shall see to it that our operations extend as far 
as some black locuts and willows Q n Arenbourg which need 
dropping into G a ne -^iver before the season gets very far 
under way, and this first week in January ought to been 
about as 'good a time as one could want. 

I escaped all pilgrims today, save a couple late 
this afternoon, --Bill *dams of the history Be rtment at 
the local college and a Mormon from Salt ^ake Gity whose name 
I have forgotten. I like *111 *dams and the Mormon was as 
c vilized as Dr. Gannon and it ..as good to hear the latest 
wrinkles from up Utah w&y. 

I did a little reading last night from the Berkins book - 
"The Emperor’s Physician" which gives some interesting glimeses 
of Jerusalem during the P&ss-over and the Crucifixion 
or 1 assume, at least, that' the tale will probably hiflge on 
that latter event in its final chapter. It seems to be 
a well written novel which one is glad to explore if nothing 
more to one’s inclination is at hand. 

i asked the lady across the fence to make out a 
sticker*for me today, as I have difficulty in getting 
all on one line the 442 and one half South Garancahua Street,~ 

* what an address', - -'which 1 wanted to put on a package for 
Nina The lady told me she had iven away 2 plates from 
her two dozen, - 0 ne to hex sister in law, Betty regard Courager 
and the other to a friend^ in California who has never visited 
Melrose. Out of the kindness of her heart and i„ thoughtfulness 
for my welfare, she offered to lend me any if I ran short, 
and expressed the opinio*] one ought not to be too generous with 
them. I smiled to ^self and lying, said that I agreed. In 
undertaking this venture, my thought was to secure enough 
purchasers within the family circle to cover costs with 
a margin that would permit certain'old friends of the ^adara to 
receive‘the item gratis, and this hope was realized and 
that is that. In making up the designs and combining them 
and in contriving the legend, nobody had time to lend me a 
hand, even as to the compressing of the legend into as few 
words as possible, which may or may not account for the 1549 
date. But even so, since the thing could be conceived in the dark 
I reckon i needed no be-lated advise on disposing of the 

merchandise, even though the motive is the kindliest, don* 
think so. t you 



Thursday, January 3rd, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

and so along about 4;30 this morning, the cold eather 
finally rolled in, blanketing the landscape with a fine 
mist which hung the air all day. It will grow colder 
tonight, down into the 20*s perhaps, but the newly deployed 
camelias have their feet snugly tucked in, and today's mist 
was just the kind of atmosphere they like best, so, let us 
hold the thought, they are off to an auspicious start. 

T had planned to devote much time to the river bank but 
never so much as gave a glance in that direction, what with 
the ciamy state of things. But there was plenty to do 
in other lines of endeavor, and among other things, it seems to 
me I spent more time looking for stuff for packing a few 
plates than anything else. I succeeded in getting.a few 
into the post office before closing time, —one each for 
Mies hellie, Dora, Essae Mae, Deborah -»branson, Sarah Jones, 
Daisie in the hell, the Denver Garrolis, Mary Dagget ^ake, 

A.nn 9 Tarriehjthe Memphis Morrisons and two or three others I 
don t seem to recall, 
e• 

I had of course intended sending one to the Briarwood gals, 
but from Eobina's letter of yesterday, I gather she beat me to it. 
I am wondering if some people will get duplicates regardless, 
for since Sister told me she wasn't going to give any away, 

I am quite certain she is sowing them wholesale, ana probably 
Dina will get one from her as well as from me, for example, 
although for the most part, since Sister's enthusiasm for 
individuals and mine don t seem to be identical very often, 
there probably isn't mueh danger. 

The clerk tells me the mails have been exceedingly light 
during the past several days and so seems to have been my 
own experience, —a circumstance affording me an opportunity, — 
at lon 6 last, —to go over some of the "hrietmas cards, 
which, from time to time, as I explore them further, I 
shall send along regardless, whether they are of any interest or 
not, and feel quite free to toss any or all into the trash 
basket, for one can't preserve all such things, even though 
one cannot help saving a few, as for example, little Banche 
as gay and nert this year decorating my desk as last year. 


.1 


» 
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Trie balance of this page has to do with "much a-do about 
notnmg and is probably so involved it is scarcely worth 
wading tnrough if you are pressed for time. If you do not 
get around to read it, you will have missed nothing: - 

When possible at Christmas time, I like trying to 
one stone" by giving the Bands some 
for ]* hole vf®? 11 * and usually this "bird" takes 

f Q -P turk f y whicn I like to buy from one of my 
SUGh as Dee-Dee who appreciates the 
opportunity to dispose of one of his biras at this time 
of tne year. My notion has been that the Bands prefer 
country turkeys to tne frozen variety and so find °uch a sift 

iS •“<*®** d to be a pariy to the 
i* n l eQ time ? f n-uired this year about when the 
I d acceptable but it was only two days before 
-hristmas I got my answer, and it was pretty late for Dee-uee 
f lliiely s P eG imen; I sent him word to 

^ ny f *? 0se v h0Us6 i as you know » is uext to the 
ormrnd P -v 0 if lG n’ 1 fcho ^J lt vv ° ul ' a make things convenient all 
wn ^ Dee : 96 delivered the bird to Puny the day 

* 6i0 l Q hrist mas» Puny bought chops to keep the bird fat until 
tne Bands wanted it. I, myself, never saw it. 

This morning -tuny came to see me, saying he didn't 

evening 8 ^ JvS’tSr “ epi£0de at th^camp iate yesterday 

?lt Llyt f;? tGlQ ‘ un y eao would ta^e the turkey home with * 
hP f^^tok 111 - Pick and clean it for her, which 

l lr n? 611 hG delivored it; . she manifested vast disappoint- 
ap P 0aI>:aoe aud told him to take it away, as she 
coulan t use such a scrawny looking thing. And so -tuny ana his 
family dined on turkey last night, but Puny was worried taken 
aback at Bly the s disdain of the thing and fearfuJIest I 
f ; nd consumed the ird rather than the 

wh Jh a m« ed n him Xt ^ SBawny and he Sfi i d it wasn% too 
F- , h " t- m I iy not 1UQ icate a lot, but whether 

tne ..ira was a light weight to begin with, which would have 
been wrong on uee-Dee s part for delivering it, or whether 

?2'<J aitln *fc S 2 1 ? B ® Wlth thQ hird on hi s bands, didn't 
JJ. v ® ib en ? ugh fo ° d ‘ or lf B lythe was feeling extra fussy 
or just using good aouisitive sense of rejection I don t 
know. I was wrong in not giving the bird the once’ ove? 

ended u^tha ???•?*** S98ras most im pcrtant, Puny and his family 
ended up the holiaay season with a turkey dinner, and for that 

wh^S ° l tie**nil QOt £ ° aS breathe the woid Addubon 

t.ere will ^o^V^ob^nWShJS SS.J “ °°“ d ’ 
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Friday, Jan. 4th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

The mists and the rains continued all night and today, with 
a heavy cloud coverage tonight. But the cold wave failed' to 
make much headway and last night's low was bout 50. Which 
is just another way of saying the weather is favorable for 
the Arenbourg "children". 

The'paucity of adequate packing material makes the shipment 
of plates a problem but even so I got one off to the harnesses 
and, by a somewhat dubious socialmethod, got rid of five all 
in one carton, sending some ^atchez people theirs in a single 
hatch to Bowan,' explaining the business to her aud asking her to 
retain one for herself and roll one each to J-ary Rhodes, Mary Lambdin, 
Miss “yra and Mrs. Moore. I told Bowan I wouldn't write any of 
the others regarding the matter so that she might feel free to take 
as much time as she pleased in advising them by telephone that 
she was holding a Memorial plate for them. 

In a way, it seems a hit odd that I should have sent one to 
Mary Rhodes who never knew the Madam, except by fame and through 
Lyle whom she knew well, and no better does she know ^elrose, since 
she has never been here. But basic considerations i celling me to 
include one for Mary were these: - she, with one or two possible 
exceptions, better appreciated what the Madam and Melrose stood 
for than anyone else in Mississippi. That should in itself he enough 
to merit a plate. But on quite another level, such a gesture 
might mean more to “ary than to any of the others, for none of them, 

I suppose, has had the physical and financial worries that have 
been her lot these past few years and none of them are so poor in 
maintaining friendships as she. her own cares have been so great 
that her viewpoint as to the problems of others has frequently been 
false or considerably out of focus, as was so apparent i n some of her 
letters to me along -^out 1947 or 1948 when she seemed to pc oceed on 
the assumption .that only indifference to others on my part caused me 
to neg-lect my ^atchez friends during those last years of'the Madam's 
life. It would be pretentious on my part to assume that one harmless 
plate is likely to cast any beam of sunshine on her fretful horizon, 
but if it does no more than indicate to her that although neglected, 
she is still remembered, perhaps it will offer her a momentary 
gleam of sunshine. I hope. 

It is pleasant to be able to report, too, that with the arrival 
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in today's post of Sister's check, plus the checks from 
Miss Kate, Blythe and three other members of the Henry clan, all 
costs of the manufacturing have been discharged in something 
less than the usual 30 day credit period obtaining in such 
a transaction. In a way, it seems rather remarkable that a 
porject, originally inaugurated with no notionof producing 
anything bordering on popularity should have come to such a 
satisfactory conclusion so speedily, 

I am frankly a little puzzled at Sister's apparent determination 
to sell these items which I had conceived as something in 
the nature of a Memorial and not as an article of trade, and 
I was vaguely aghast to learn from her letter (enclosed) that 
Clif Byrd,contemplated putting one of his on display at Hemingway- 
Johnson's, —one of Shreveport's mightier emporiums, functioning 
w.dely throughout Louisiana, -iississippi, Arkansas and impressively 
in Texas, But whatever Sister and he are contriving, although 
beyond my comprehension^ interests me not at all, for my original 
efforts have been accomplished and the manufacturing costs 
settled which leaves me feeling completely indifferent to'whatever 
twist Sister wants to initiate on her own hook, 

Botina's allusion to calling nobody's attention to any error 
in the plate is in my response to my letter to her, advising 
her of the presence of the 1949 date instead of the correct 1948, 

'/ith equal frankness, I pointed out the error to Celeste, too, and 
suggested that nothing be said about it unless, as was unlikely, 
some member of the family should notice the matter, whereupon it 
would be time enough to point out that she and I were both aware 
of the extra 44 days e iven the "“adam's residence at ^elrose. Celeste 

may be counted upon to say nothiiig, although, so far as I am concerned, 

it makes no difference if anyone notices it or not. Oddly, however, 
miss Sally set up a racke't about the 1898 date when Miss C&mmie took 
up ner residence at ^elrose but I settled that quite easily by 
opening a book wherein Liiss Garamie in her own hand had written 
I came to live at -“elrose, hov. I 898 ”,--a fact easily substantiated 
^ iv 8 Pl ace 01 tiitth of S. G. and J. a . at Henryville and the balance 

of tne brood at ’“elrose. Isn't it hil rious that Mis*s Sally should 

have worried over the 1898 date wh ch actually correct and 
completely ignored the ajoining date of 1949 which was incorrect. 

Locally the political pot is beginning to boil, what with 
State elections scheduled for January 15th, One smart newspaper 
in town brought forth a statement, purported to be from, but arparantl 
quite unknown prior to publication, on the part of Dr. Johnson, 
tne negro doctor of "atchitoches, wherein Dr. Johnson, as Lead 
of the Association for the ^davancement of Colored People, inoicated 
what candidates the colored people would endorse at the polls. This 
piece of chicanery on the part of the publisher was "cooked up" simply 
to defeat the candidates named, since all the’hill-billy votes-would 
automatically be cast for anyone except those appearing on the list. 

So things turn, and my reading machine revolve more frequently 
tnese nights, since the politicians have just about taken over local 
radio stations for their politican clap-trap, and within 9 months 
the same sort of thingg, 1 suppose, will Qn ^ 


,Sunday, January 6 th, 1952. 


Llemor andum: 

It's cool, but all day it was blue and gold and tonight 
solidly silver. 

I don't seem to think of anything particularly interesting 
that transpired over the week-end, although there were 
pilgrims, which isn't news, and a bit of reading which isn't eithr, 

I finshed the Perkins book, "The hmperor's Physician" 
which was pleasant but not important, being another segment 
of life revolving around the iast year of Christ's activities, 
with emphasis on an attempted rationalization of His healing pro¬ 
pensities. 

« » I 

There was a two day convention of Knights of Columbus 
at Natchitoches this week end, and today, by appointment, 

I received perhaps 30 or 40 ladies at ^elrose while their 
husbands "conventioned" in town. It was a civilized group 
and, oddly enough, contained a few Parish people, such as 
Mrs. Peyton Cunningham , 7 who brought me a lovely Currier and -Wes 
ja-lendar, and 'Mo. Alphonse rudhomme whose home, —formerly 
"Uncle Phanor's", which you will recall is just at the bridge 
on the Joyeuxe Cote, down this way from Beaufort. I 
suggested.the ladies who had been through the mill before might 
enjoy sitting with Celeste in the library o'f the big house while 
the others joined me in making a round, but none of them 
wanted to "stay put", and so I had the entire ..batch, with 
Celeste retiring to her house until the tour was completed. 

Celeste urged some of them to remain with her, as I had 
suggested before they had arrived, but for some reason all 
of those who had been here before, sometimes the third or four 
go-round, butl had no luck at all, trying thus to rid myself 
of excess baggage. I should think some of them would be tired 
of doings the rounds, but I reckon they feared they might miss 
something. 

Yesterday i gave one of the shortest tours on record. 

Just at dinner time, a priest arrived with his mother, - the 
latter hobbling on two canes. The poor woman was suffering from 
tooth ache as well as locomotion troubles, and on discovering 
the library was not heated at the time, decided to remain in the 
dinning room. As it was time for dinner to be served, I thought 
I would hurry the priest, - a dull fellow, through the rest 


I 







From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS* fff1~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5241 


UJ VtfLQLUMjuV- i 

'li-J-I I 

5242 


of• the business, and so, stepping to the back door of the big 
house with him, I waved my arm in the direction of the 
African a ouse and ¥ucca, and remarked that in reality, that 
-as all there was to “*olrose, just those coujbie of ola buildings, 
which seemed to satisfy him completely, and he was back at; the 
front gate with him mama before he knew what had struck him. 

•Vhy mama, passing out on he leg. and dying of tooth ache should 
have even considered making a gesture at touring, I can't 
imagine, but 1 reckon she will experience vast sati faction in 
the future by declaring she has "seen” Lielrose. 

Pat came home for the week end, he seems to like his 
present service, and although I didn't have an opportunity to 
chat much -'ith him, I did hear one phase of the act vity which 
had its hilarious aspects. It seems somebody wrote throe words 
on a coat-hanger, I-believe it was, and top brass, co raanding 
the division in whose quarters the thing was noticed, were 
naturally furious when called up on the carpet to state who 
had scrawled the words, —"Bussia Will Win", Imagine. 

I have no doubt t;ere must be a ,reat strain put ou 
P. B. I. and their counterpart in the armed forces*in deciding 
just where business leaves off and tomfoolery begins, .vith 
the majority of people mentally unsound, —haven’t I heard 
somewhere it is about 80 per cent, —it must be ouite a job 
when one is concerned with keeping millions straight. Sooner 
or later .there will probably have to be some kind of a curb 
put on special agents or the Lemocracie's will find themselves as 
inconvenienced as the autocracies in the clutter of 
secret police. It is interesting that *“adam Regard's grandson 
who is in the F. E. I. t is still stationed in Hew England, 
apparently still delving on the solution of that famous Boston 
bank robbery of two or three years back. I suppose the 
newspapers have dropped that story years ago, but it seems 
the department of Justice keeps hammering away on it under cover. 

I was impressed by the casual reference to *“rs. Lynch in 
the enclosure, for I had no idea that her fame was spread as far 
afield as Kansas City, The ^adam aud I used to stop by her place 
on occasion when we were in South Louisiana, and Celeste has 
purchased several things from her, I believe. Hr, 

Lynch was ailing years ago and so his wife decided she would 
•gather together a few pieces of furniture together in her house 
and.sell things to anyone in the neighborhood who might need an 
odd chair or table or whatever. Somehow, and by no advertising 
on her part, her place, —just an ordinary house, became known 
to peode all over the Sulf area. The house is piled high with 
stuff, often nice pieces, and she must be making a fortune. 

But 1 must fold, grab a bite, indulge in a bit of concert and 
so fold for tomorrow will be a busy day at gardening 


Uonday, January 7th, 195k. 


Memorandum: , 

A white frost this morning, another brilliantly cool 
day, and tonight another frost that in the-light of the 
waxing moon, makes the white garden look whiter than white. 

The day was rather full, -- —4 hours at *renbourg, 5 hours 
at “*elroso,' with the river bank being put into some kind of 
order, what with the felling of young-ish trees and over¬ 
grown willows that somehow had climbed to unwarranted 
heights during the past season or two. I had a couple 
of expert axe men with mo at ^renbourg and six at -^elroso, 
and the chopping and splashing of trees into the water was 
wonderful. 

a s is my custom! I devoted the earliest hours of 
the day to Arenbourg and so when late afternoon came, I 
found myself on the river bank, looking like something slap 
out of a rag bag, —torn trousers and gen raly untidiness 
when Blythe arrived with -iaude ^attison and “arold Wheadon, -- 
a friend of their3, — a pleasant youth in perhaps his mid kO's, 
who had a^ked to come this way some time back. 

I sent Haud to give ^r. .Tneadon a tour while 
Blythe and x retired to x ucca. She had soi-.ethlng to tell 
me. It was bout the ecrawny turkey which she said she 
thought I would liK.e to know about in order to check on 
who ’’short-changed" us. Naturally I n ver breathed a word 
that I had heard anything about it and thanked her for 
telling me. I might have told her a heap of things 
about ti e vtfiy the'matter was handled, but I .could see no 
point in that, --and besides, I am glad -tuny and Zelrna had 
an unexpected turkey dinner last r’uesday night. 

By good fortune, just as the turkey business was "sewed 
up”, little Hiss 3tte ~eyy and Aunt Lottie appeared on the 
gallery. It seems to me they weTe last here sometime in 
the Spring. I turned them loose on ' lythe while I rounded 
up Llaud and her pilgrim and we all had a pleasant little 
chat. Blythe and “*aud had to ? o' over to the camp and left 
-ir. .iheadon here, but we didu t have much opportuulty to chat 
since the Levy ladies had to be wafted to their horseless 
carriage, which is a slow process in that set up. I 
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made the-most the Ztte's presence to toss a plate in her 
direction and to get her to deliver a coupie in town 
one to hr. and Mrs. McCook and one to “re. Weiss, —old friends 
of the ^adam I hope by this means I succeeded in staving 
off visits from both parties, for the McOooks have a unique 
way of always passing this way at the wrong time and never 
knowing when to aepart, while **rs. .<eiss never gets down 
at allt Besides, the “-evys and the McCooks li o in houses 
whose gardens adjoin, so the delivery of that particular item 
shouldn’t he too arduous. 

The parcel post department continues to function and today 
brought me a pleasant bottle of wine from the buttons of 
Natchitoches with some reference to something or.other I 
did for them last summer, but for the life of me, I can t 
remember any deed I performed in their behalf, so assume 
they may have confused my good offices with those of someone 
else. But I shall hastily acknowledge the gift so the 
bottle will remain right here, for they are scheduled to pass 
this way one Sunday in February ana the bottle will afford 
any excellent medium for entertainment in a modest way. 

I propose rigging up tomorrow's schedule along lines 
of today, so far as the morning is concerned, for some 
friends of somebody or other, and a couple of '.Vest Pointers, 
telerhoned during the Rand-Levy visitation, asking for an 
appointment on the morrow, and 1 suggested 4 p.m., which is 
rally too late for convenience, so far os my own arrangements 
go, but about right so far as giving me an opportunity 
to keep the axos w swinging for the better part of the 
day I can still hear a couple of stupid "ow Cleans bags 
of las': Sunday saying: - "You have no idea how we envy 
you.such a peaceful place and nothing to do all day." 

I agreed with me that it is really wonderful, - especially 
the inactivity. 

T’or lack of better fare, 1 O ot around to road a page or 
so a novel of contempo ary Manhattan-Jonnecticut life in 
a thing called "Blinding'e Way, or some such title, and 
I don't recal the author. It seems to be a pretty good 
razz ef the successful advertising mogul with Madison Avenue 
offices and a home in the country, with a couple of hours 
of commuting at the beginning and close of day. The thing 
is well read and laugh provoking, I expect, but I soon 
discovered myself nodding and so folded up .both the reading 
machine and myself, an tonight I think 1 shall just 
fold myself. . Hod no opportunity to run through the enclosed 
catalogue and suppose it contains nothing of interest, and 
let us hope ± write a better memo on the morrow. 
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Tuesday, January 8th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy and warm in the upper 70's with a sprinkling of 
Chinese magnolia blossoms unfolding at vantage 
and there about the garden. Cooler weather is promised lor 
next week end, but at least the more daring flowers have 
had their fling for this season. 

On the gardening front, yesterday was but a duplicate 
of yesterday, with scads ifl willows toppling onto the placLd 
surface of Cane Biver and vagrant china be.ry trees and tnorn 
bushes giving way for wider prospects or prettier trees 
and bushes. 

Dr. Sarah Clapp from Natchitoches telephoned yesterday 
°aying Mr. and “re. Williams of South Dakota were in town, 
and as they had made a quick go-round a year or so ago along 
nbout this time of year, —as I recall, the uloissers were 
hero nainting <at the time, —and the ‘Ulibiams wanted to 
como and see mo ag in today. Mid so 1 said yes, and their 
little visit made a pleasant, and at one spot, an amusing 
interlude in my more strident activities. 

The Williamses are heading to Plorda for their annual 
outing. 'The brought a book, a chapter of which they wanted to 
read to me. It was an essay written by their oldest son when 
in college. a e was born blind and gave an interesting 
account of what he "saw" in his world. It seems he stuajed 
Law. and after graduation began the practice of the same, 
married, begot three offspring and is quite successful in 
hie native South Dakota. 

After the rending and a brief chat, I set- forth a 
little tray holding three wine glasses, a bottie of P°” 
and cigarettes. As I placed the tray on the bidet in front 
of the sofa where ^rs. Williams and I had been sitting, 
she instantly arose, as did M r . Williams who had been occupying 
a chair facing us. Almost, as though it nad been a 
rehearsed act, both the lady and gentleman, as by signal, 
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turned forwarded their left lapel, flashing a little 
bovj of white rihbon on me, revealing, as they explained 
that they were both ardent prohibitionist and had taken 
the pledge never to pfermit wine to contaminate their lips. 

Their act would have been more successful if I had 
more readily noted their badge of dryness and remembered 
what it stood for. On having it pointed out to me aud 
its import explained, 1 dimly recalled having once known 
that the white tow siggnified toatal abst 'hence, but 
I had somehow filed away the knowledge.with the end of 
the prohibition era as something permanently laid on 
the shelf along side a half dozen other symbols of that 
happily forgotten era, and so the whole thing lacked 
eclat. 

It was immediately evident to mj guests, however, that 
I had no intention of making an issue about anyone drinking, and 
tney accordingly relaxed again, resumed their seats and our 
-ouvercation continued, and happiness beamed on their ^aces when 
I explained I was very much interested in their enthusiasm 
for again making America the great arid plai n it was once 
supposed to have been, and that I would be glad to hear 
now the dry forces operated in their native South Lakota. 

I m not sure, on departing, they felt entirely convinced 
they had persuaded me to chuck the port and glasses out 
of the window, but Hope stirred in their souls that I was 
perhaps On the way to "seeing the light", and thus their 
visit was an unusual success,' so far as their satisfaction 
was concerned, 

Middling around with a half dozen domestic chores tonight, 
the fact that it was Tuesday slipped my mind and I forgot to 
turn on the radion from -^owell Thomsas slap through 
Fibber and volley. I heard' Sdward H. borrow last night, however, 
andwas surprised by his remark that while General -Hsenhnuer 
s S ° ° dd 1 Cnn never remember how the name is spelled, )-- 
while theGnerai appears to view foreign policies eye to eye 
' resident Truman, he is even more conservative than 

Senator Taft (of all people) on dome tic and especially 
financial matters. That is cettainly a disappointment, assuing 
it is true, and let us hope it isn't., for his election certainly 
seems inevitable, even though much water will have passed 
over the dam between January and November. 

«nd nov I must fold, looking forward to the morrow as 
a probable fac-simile of today, although it would be too 
much to anticipate another gentle but dotermined lady arising 
from ray sofa-to declare: "I have taken the pledge and with God's 
help an not a single drop of alchol will ever stain my lips..".. 


.vednesday, January 9th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

'■Vhile I think of it, there may be a delay of two or 
three days in delivery of mail from this bend of the 
river, beginning with ^ Memo of the 13th, and possibly 
continuing through the 14th and 15th. And there may be 
no delay at all. The fact is that the clerk is taking 
off two or three days beginning Monday, the 14th, which 
means that the merchant planter will^probably be presiding 
over the rost office i n the legitimate role he never 
exercises, —Lost “aster, although it is equally possible 
Ben or anybody else may be delected Bugene, the clerk 
is never absent, so that the Post °f?ice doesn't go into 
a tangle so far as out-going mail is concerned*- and 
usually J. H. somehow gets the out-going stuff’into the sack 
alright, vut there will be a particular hub-bub on the 
14th and 15th, when Louisiana goes to the polls and as 
there is a voting place at Melrose, with all the attendant 
whoop-la, the out-going mail may be in a flurry, and if 
that circumstance eventuates, I shall simply without 
my mail and let it slide along o n Wednesday when a degree of 
normalcy returns. 


I mention all this ^n order to re-assure you that 
an absence of a familiar envelope at 908 may not be 
interpreted as anything out of gear at this end of the 
grapevine, save the cost office itself, and that 
n 0 n distracted postal official at your end of the vine 
is guilty of stuffing the right en elopes in the wrong box. 


Tody vva.v like yesterday in weather, work but not 
in whiskey adversaries, for I was lucky in escaping pilgrims 
today and hope I may not have to make up for lost time 
on the morrow, as I have a heap of things I want to attend to. 


took the opportunity this afternoon's peace afforded to 
pick up a couple of plants too long ab'seut from 
Yucca^ „_ f or I transplanted both yucca and Spanish dagger 
from the river bank to the Aast end of Yucca, - between 
Yucfca and the ^f r ican *ouse. Whatwith their mu ititudinous 
spikes, neither plants, —and l am always confusing the one 
for the other, can be movered without the gardener getting 
a few thrusts from their spines. But with indy's aid, I 
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moved examples of each variety, - 0 ne hout 3 feet in 
height, the other about 5, and as both flowered wonderfully 
last summer, they will, if they like their new situation, 
rerent the performance this year. x he root of this plant 
is as deceptive as any I know, for in spite of one such 
as moved today, —5 feet, _ the base is simply a c ntinuatlon 

of the stem,_3 inches or so in diameter, with a root system 

that is no more expansive than the average human hand It 
somehow always soe’ras so inadequate for the support of* 
so many daggers and such a marvelous cluster of flowers. 

f * 

After today's climds and warm Gulf breeze, tonig ts 
sky is breaking through with fc patches of star spangled blue 
and racing clouds are being driven helter-skelter across 
the pathway of he full moon, ana the thermometer is gently 
dropping. 

I was .surprised to stumble into a re-broadcast of 
Mr. Truman's State of the nation speech at 6 o'clock 
tonight over a Louisiana station. Usually I run up on such re¬ 
broadcasts late at night over some remote station'such as Des 
Moines, and it seems the rapre odd not only that it should have 
teen forth-coming over a lbcal etat on at an houT when the air¬ 
waves are usually clogged with co raercials, but also during 
this present week when ev n the usual sales commercials are 
side tracked for the political band v-agon which ges full 
tilt in this region at the moment. Several candidates are 
"taking the hide off " Jimmy Aswell who is writing speeches for 
Mnoleraore. J, H. remarked at supper that while it must be 
agreed, aswell swings a smooth political pen, he probably 
w uld have been smarter to remain annoraous in so doing, since 
it gives all those in the other camps an opportunity to 
Smear the faction with which he has associated himself, what 
with the content of the last two Aswell novels .,eing employed 
as examples of what no body wants. 

My out of door activities thus far this week have inclined 
me to let ray mail slide, but I am hoping to find the excuse 
of cold weather on the morrow as an excellent reason for 
getting in a bit of desk work. 

The enclosed picture of the Charleston Churches reminded me 
of a service 1 attended in the u U genot one. During the sermon, 
a big old rooster flew up and perched on the ocen window and’ 
crowed mightily Just when the preacher touched on Peter's 
denial of Christ. It was wonderfully effective.... 





Memorandum: 

In reality, this isn’t the envoi/pe tat counts, but 
rather either one of the two accompanying ones. Par I 
think you will find mild entertainment in the one, - Dora's 
gay way of saying things, the sweet emotionalism of Daisey 
in the Dell and so on. But you will agree with me that 
the letter from la Storm is really exceptional, for she 
writes so well and has so many interesting things to say 
that one might well, I imagine, re-read such a letter as 
the one enclosed and really find the secoud go-round as 
delightful as the first. 

I know not if she is qoting or not, __I didn't have time 
to inquire, - but regardless of that, her line is excellent 
wherein she declares "I would rather see a sermon tnan 
hear one". 


interruption 

Three hours have elapsed, hr.t with Ben having passed 
this way with a re uest that I write him some letters, 
lookin-- forward to canvassing va ious colleges to see 
how much time would be re uired for him to get a doctor s 
degree. I walked back to the big house- ith him Just 
to get* a breath of fresh air aud to see how pretty 
the frost covered roof of the African house looks unaor the 
full moon. It .really is- splendid 

I w s glad to o et i* 1 a couple of licks ae urenbourg 
this morning, but Thursday morning's are inevitably broken into 
by the visit of the good doctor and his wife. This after¬ 
noon a I tried to couceutrate on tidying up the river 
bank in front of Melrose but what with the day being fine 
and road-runners in uncounta le a numbers, I -found it 
difficult to get very far w th any chore without having 
a car stop to in~uire this or that and usually with a 
request to explore behind the bushes. I was glad to 
°ee Dr. and Mrs. Bath in one such car, for they are 
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kindly 'people from Natchitoches and as Lr. Bath, now 
retired, was for a number of years Hiss Leudivine's 
favorite physician, ho makes an excellent conversationalist 
in opening up half forgotten vistas on the Melrose 
of a quarter’of a century or more ago. There is a further 
tie with the Baths through the Unipmeyers, for Mrs. 

Bath's daughter married Dr. and .irs. Knipmeyer's son, and 
so with a Kinpmeyer session in the morning and a Bath in 
the afternoon, it somehow seemed like a great big 
progressive family reunion. 

" * Through Lowell Thomas's newsbroadcast tonight, I 
learned that the garden variet of hydrangea all these years 
has held the same or equal or'parallel curative power 
for malaria that for so many centuries what thought to be 
the exclusive property of quinine, although from the 
Thomas report, I gather that Jhi&a had long used the 
hydrangea as a source of anti-malarial meaecine. It reminded 
me of the things Dr. Hiller used to speak about in regard 
to her medical experiences in the Celestial Empire, and 
what wonder it was that the •<estern world t had never tapped 
the assortment of drug sources, so abundantly known in 
Chinese medical circles and so completely reheard of in 
the Western world. 

The prolonged heat of last summer just bout 
finished off the -renbourg hydrangeas but I am putting 
out some more next month and so our malarial stock ought 
to be abundant by the time Spring bre &.s through. I 
invariably think of a lovely little "ew B-ngland 
cemetery whenever i glance at hydrangeas, for I 
saw some lovely ones there one moon flooded midnight 
years ago, —the lovliest i had ever seen, and at the 
same time I always recall a comparison made by Sam 
Brown a few years back when he was trying to explain 
some bush he had in mind, saying that it was standiug along¬ 
side that there busj? what looks like a lady's dress. 

I puzzled over that one for several minutes before I 
felt a glimmer of recognition, and to this day I still 
wonder what impelled him to draw such a comparison, but 
assume he may have sometioe or other been impressed 
by the sight of some 6 own that carried large flowers in 
the printed design. So far as the Shape' of tne'Lush 
is concerned, when not decked out with huge blossoms, I 
can't find anything remii.diug me of a lady's dress, 
so I conclude it must have been the printof t .e 
cloth that reminded him of the hydrangea on full flower. 

But according to my little desk clock, Triday is 
already upon us and I had better fold. 
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Triday, January 11th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

The hodge-podge of gardening' and "pilgrimaging" con¬ 
tinues, with tr.e weather warmer and the sky draped with 
heavy clouds that probably will spill a bit of water over 
the landscape before the week end is completed. 

.Irs. Combs p ssed this way shortly after noon, bringing 
a number of odds and ends in the packing necessities on ray 
request, --old newspapers, rubber bands, wrapping paper and 
so on. I sometime think I have a nerve asking her to do such 
things when she has so muefc on her mind, —she is building 
a new home, her youngest son has pneumonia aud she is in business, 
but then I am forever hoping that the momentary respite she ex¬ 
periences in getting out from under all the whiz of town pro¬ 
vides a mild compensation by its momentary relaxation, and 
I work that teory hard, since it mokes me a little less shame¬ 
faced for having added to her burdens. 

Just as she passed this way today, Mrs. (Jordon Bandoluh 
arrived, too, and it was nice the two ladies could x.ave a little 
cnat together while I did a little tour for the Bandolph guests, — 
the Madisons irom Indianapolis, the Thomases from Alexandria and 
so on. Mrs. Thomas has been here once before, having come with 
the "nrden Club crowd along >^out 1949. I belive she went 
to Sard-Belmont school with Celeste when both were getting 
"finished". Be that as it may, their advent provided me 
with the same c.ange of endeavor, up from gardening on the river 
bank, as the comb's v;sitation provided in auother direction, and 
I guess I am .lad everybody came, although I discovered at the 
end of the day, I should have been just as happy if I had done 
a little more, altho gh I am roba ly less physically tired, what 
with the interlude. 

I learn from the grapevine that the 3. G. itenrys have 
purchased a couple adjoining lots some 5 or 6 miles South Sast 
of Baton .-.ou e e, somewhere near the Sky Line highway runulug to 
liew rleans. I taue it'they must be rather fine lots, since 
the price is said to have been six or seven thouedand dollars, 
and such a price so far in the country would suggest they must 
oe someth.ng special. It is said vast plans are being 
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Sunday, January 13th, 1952, 


contrived for a hou o on each of the adjoining lots, - one 
for the 3. G, seniors, and one for the 3. G., juniors, 

■e’rora all this, I gather there is hopes 3. G. junior 
may expect to quit the hospital eventually and take up his 
residence in Baton liouge. With 3. G. senior as Vice President 
o the Athol corporation, I suppose o. G. junior may he 
supposed to know the "right people", and what with priority 
Viven some jKiterans and assuming he may contrive his 
physical being to suit mental activity along business instead 
of military lines, a future in some commercial lino may 
be anticipated. And so, assuming all this is what is 
being contemplated, the accident that wrecked the military career, 
put father iHXxx and son into close business aesoc ation, - 
assuming an iithel • Job for junior is contemplated, while 
the mother will un boutedly bo entranced to have her son 
living right next-door to her, which never, of course, would 
have happened had the military career been carried out, 

I am certainly ashamed i have let ray corresponuence 
slide so hadl„ since December 1st when the holiday whiz 
started about the time the crowds began flocking to “atohitoches. 

I have written la otorra in so long, —early December, i reckon 
she will be thinking rje just a .other Dormon in the busiuess 
of writing letter-s. «nd in referring to “‘adam Storm, 1 think 
I didn t mention in yesterday's memo the interesting account 
of the Diary rom Dixie, as edit d by Ben ^mes Williams. 

The blurb quoted in the ^torm letter makes the thing sound 
ever so interesting and ,1 think I shall ash off a little 
no-e to the library-of ^ongress, recommending the thing 
be put on the .Talking Book list, 

I had also bettor write ^arold TJheodon, saying thanks 
for his letter ana recommending -*elrose in the Spring as 
a wonder ul time to spend the day hero. Be is a nice person 
but I have so many things want to do on tho ond of 
. a spade at the moment that 1 can't see giving up a day 
to eutertainiug unless, perchance, I can toss him a hoe aud 
lot conversation flow along agricultural lines as both host 
ang guest delve* in the soil. 

he India a od in yesterday's memo, there may be a SK.ip 
between this note and the next reaching your tr'uo hand, bt 
Bugene is returning on .'/odnesday, 1 believe, and it is 
possible T may get one rnomo at least posted between now 
and then. Do so hope you are taking care of you,... 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your letter of 'Tuesday, the 8th, in 
Saturday'8 post. I bog you not to feel "shame-fnced fi about 
an interim in writing, if one developes, for you know I under¬ 
stand perfectly and shall always be tho happier, should 
a moment of relaxation present itself, if you will make tho 
most of it by just relaxing. 

I am glad you mentioned tho matter of your note to Gelete, 
for it was I, not she, who failed to refer to it. Like everybody 
else, hor holiday season was busy, but she didn't fail to 
speak of your lovely note to hor. *s I recall, it was 
one morning in the garden when shfc was dashing to the big 
house and 1 was tangled up in Giant's Beard. She intended read¬ 
ing it to me on her way back to the side gate, but pilgrims 
intervened and what with the hurly-burly that ensued on my own 
hook * reckon I put off mentioning its advent until the next 
day flhon she would have an opportunity to run through it with 
me, —and of course that opportunity got lost in tho swirl 
of people and things, —and obviously I forgot to mention it. 

The important thing-is that it did oome safely to hand, and 
as T have already reported, I believe, she was perfectly enchanted 
with your lovely _ift which I thought as elegant as anything of 
its type coming to my attention. 

^nd may 1 hank you for all the charming things you had 
to say about.tho plate. It's so good to know you likod it, 
for, frankly I need scarcely remark that your approval is 
all that interests me in tho wnole business. Twenty four 
dozen havo been disposed of and several people have tolphoned to 
ask if additional ones may be secured. I placed the order with tho 
Baltimore concern with the understanding that tho merchandise 
was to be reserved exclusively for my order, and if there 
should be further demands, I reckon I shall havo to re-order. 

I'm so interested in your inquiry regarding the possibility 
of making use of the big house, the *f loan House and Yucca 
for something along parallel lines. It could bo carried out 
rather neatly, I thiHfc and I shall continue mulling over the idea. 
Frankly I have been casting about for a suitable medium 
tnrough’which the African House 'can be presented in a form 
that would be different but perhaps as popular in its appeal as 
the *Jelros 0 plate seeme to havo been. I continue to think of 
tho African House in connection with glass as the medium,~ 
transparent glass, but more of that after I have done a bit more 
casting about on the subject. 


i 
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It goes without s ying that I am consumed with 
thoughts about the totally unsatisfactory circumstances 
obtaining during recent weeks on both the domestic and 
business fronts. I have no doubt the inundation of 
South Americans kay eventually be expected to recede providing 
a bit of a breather on the home scene. But, it seems to me, 

: if you will pardon my French, the office thing seems to be 
a Hellish sort of a business, and what makes it particularly 
maddening is 'the fact that uudoubtedly there are several 
desirfeable jobs in Manhattan which are crying for just 
such a person as the one who would add so much lustre to 
them and executives are wringing their hands, praying for 
a kind Providence that would bring such a person and 
person into conjunction. 

As I cast about in my mind, trying to think of some 
way to'insert a wedge in this blank wall, first one impossible 
idea and then another comes to mind, and I set forth none of 
them as worth considering, at the moment, for example, 

I find toyaelf wondering if it would be wise to insert a 
paragraph in a letter to James M. Jain sometime, running 
something like this; 

"I am acquainted with an individual of remarkable 
intelligence (who is pretty, too), living in Manhattan, 

* an expert stenographer and heaven knows what all in the 
line of business capabilities. She is currently c nnected 
wit some kind of a gigantic corporation, all tangled up 
in sane kind of a statistical occupation which any robot 
could handle and her gifts are simply going down the drain 
already clogged with endless adding machine tape. It 
occurs to me some of your publishing friends in %nhattan, 
such as the Knopfs, rai^ht so etime welcome the opportunity 
of annexing the services of such a perseou, and should 
they ever drop word of such a need, I should, count it 
a blessing to be' able to establish contact for the 
mutual advantage of both parties. " 

X • 

Ponder on somo such matter, and if you tell me we had 
better watch out or he will be writing the same to Standard 
Brands, I shall have to agree you are perfectly right, what 
with the fine mess he manipulated so magically with 
the I. S. U. Press. - 

In the mean time, let's "hold the thought" that some 
pleasant perspecitve isn't too far in the offing, --things 
can take such unexpected-twists. 

It has been such a pleasant week end, what with 
. having your lovely letter, the weather being fair and arm, 
and not to many pilgrims." I hope you got a moment to 
yourself, too. 
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Monday, January 14th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy, warm and humid, and just the right kind of a 
rig-up, atmospherically, to dig in the ground, and I did 
much digging. 

x 

At Arenbourg, i set out three Beauty bushes, —a typo 
of shrub wit which you may be acquainted under some other 
name, for it seems to have a flock of them, none others coming 
to mind at the moment. 

It grows about 6 or 7 feet tall, is diarduous and in 
April is covered with clusters of little white flowers about 
the size of a silver dollar. It's good for an explosion of 
white in a sea of greenery and I think they will'.pick up 
vividness i n u nit Ho. 2, about the time the. white a wisterias 
are through blossoming. 

On my return to ^elrose about q: 30 I had a message 
the Alexandria telephone operator, Ho. 14, was calling me. 

I contacted the lady and she kept me hung up on the wire for 
cO mintues, frequently saying "One Moment, Ilease” and then 
cutting me off so 1 couldn't shout at her. Finally she 
engaged me in conversation,' asking me from whom I was expecting 
a call from Alexandria. I told her I wasn't expecting any. 

' She f nally 0 ave us and said she could find no party having 
put in a call for me. 

n alf an hour later I got another message. This time 
Operator 15 wanted to get hold of my ear. She finally put on 
“is, “oloman, and that was that. 

Mrs. Holoman wanted to come up this way this afternoon 
She brought her sister with her, —an Illinois member of the 
family, f whom there seem to be several. The reason for 
the visit was based on the fact that her sister has recently 
lost her sight and needed Srome kind of enco ragomenf. 

That was certainly easy, and I was only sorry I~didn t happen 
to have a couple of extra spades to put both ladiesfto work. 

In regard to the Gannett'business, Mrs. ■“■oloraan 
cited the hurly-burly of the holidays as having prevented her 
from consumating that story. I can appreciate the truth of 
her statement. 






\ 


From the FRANCOIS jjlSHON PAPERS# 3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University o£ North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



5255 


5256 


Tuesday, January 15th, 1&52. 


I read a little last night before folding up, but not 
much. The thing was "Introducing the Universe" by Hickey, 
which seems to be a popular account of some of the personalities 
in the planotary world. I believe Hickey used to write 

a column in the old Sun on Saturday, if memory serves, _"Stars 

of the '.Veek" or some such thing it was called, and was worth 
reading. 

'.Vhat with the visitors and gardening, I didn't get 
around to explore today's post, which seems to have contained 
nothing' of moment, I gather, -„as the several things were 
probably thank you notes covering plates sent to Georgetown, Conn., 
Eaton ouge, ?ort Worth, Uenvor and so o n It is possible 
the secretaries may bo more readily available on the 
morrow, for it apparently is-going to rain, which of on 
means no school, and for all I know, there may be no 

school anyway, what with election _for Louisiana schools, 

especially of the colored variety!* soem to find more excues for 
not opening their doors than any other ntato I ever encountered. 

What with .today being the Madm'e birthday, I rounded 
up a couple of bowls of narcissus blossoms to grace her night table 
and m y desk. T,he effects of the ptolonged drought of 
Inst summer still linger n on, for while thousands, probably 
hundreds of thousands of bulbs have put forth a brave foliage, 
toe flowers themselves are a month- or two behind schedule, whereas 
the Chinese maganolias are two weeks ahead. I must say such 
lack of consistency is a bit baffling 

I reckon there is much talk about elections on the 
local front tonight, for many a local person of color will 
cast his first ballot on the morrow. The only positive interest 
I have heard expressed concerns Parish officials, and 
the emphasis is on the Sheriff which probably is the office with 
which many if not the great majority of the prospective a voters 
have come into contact with i r times gone bye. The requisto 
for voting is one's ability to sign his name, it appears. It 
happens that many have mastered this accomplishment without 
over knowing the identity of the letters used in making the 
signature. The office of sheriff is being sought by the 
present incumbent, - Morris, and his deputy, Bl^ck and nobody 
likes Black much, but since the poor things can t foad the letters 
spoiling out either name, it is difficulty to guess how they 
are going to hit at their real choice. But the some was 
true with the the hilly billies when they were in a preponderance, 
and so I reckon the re ults will not vary greatly^..... 


Memorandum: 

The warm, cloudy, humid weather continues, with 
a high in the 80 s this afternoon and the promise of like 
conditions for the next several days. 

Chinese magnolias are all on the point of making 
their bow in their annual Spring parade. Fox instance, 

S® Whi 1 t P ? ttQ ’ balancing the big old lamp at the end of 

i.e brick wali in front of the big house unwrapped one of 
its snowy flowers along --bout noon today, and a couple of 

ot p er bud8 will probably havb followed suit by tomorrow 
t ? 00m » l00k;in S 0Qst toward the Bindery, 

n , one of the larger pink-purple magnolias which 

on U oJ ly iS ° Ut nhend * xt is now coupletely in flower and 
somehow reminds mo of the photographs of the sun tinted 

8 S£°J ed at0m ? 0rn i’ *»"ering filmy but statuesque 
in the sky. The deep purple tree in front of Dr. Miller's 
is a Iso covered with blossoms. By Sunday, as expressed by 
oam .Drown on a like occasion ye rs ago, "looks all lit up". 

In spite of unusual activity on two or throe different 
tacks, I got quite a lot of work done today both at this 
bednd of the river and further up the road. The polls 
opened eariy and all day the space from the front gate 
to naif way to the bridge was cluttered up with oars, — 
local voters coming to perform their duties and hangers on just 
lolling about, I don t recall such a continuous 
activity around the store at any other election, and this 
is the first one, of course, in which the negroes have cast 
a considerable vote 

v J 1 ls interesting that the negroes with whom I have talked 
have no interest in casting their ballots for the member of 
their own race, --Barker, 1 believe his name is, who is 

"°y ernor * Ghair from his "ew Cleans residence. 
I doubt if barker has much backing by money to enable him 
to qo any campaigning on an extensive scale. : There seems to 
Be a feeling on the part of colored ana non-colored voters 
la not the tirn0 for votLu S along racial 
line^ and the candidate excites no confidence from either 
racial group. I heard the man speak briefly on the radio. 

His English was arresting, since it was mighty‘faulty but 


1 
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somehow didn't reflect the type of inaccuracires one is 
accustomed to in toe Natchitoches or Natchez manner. 

The barker words were fairly impressive in length, - beyond 
the usual choice of the untutored negro, and yet his 
double negatives while common among local negroes, did not 
seem to carry the usual word arrangement, I think, 
how the man spoke made little or no difference so far as 
vote-getting is concerned, but it is possible that a few 
people might have manifested greater interest in him, had 
his errors been more like those one usually hears, and 
therefore, because of the-familiarity, aren't especially 
noticeable. 

I assume Representative Boggs, —Senator Long's 
favorite candidate, or Judge Spath, Governor Long^s choice, 
will get the high count when the' ballots are tallie§t(tallied), 
which again just goes to prove that the hong are like to 
win regardless. 

The strange doings around the -^elrose well continues 
to operate. Today another flock of material arrived 
in the form, of a tank of some kind, endless pipes and 
curious looking engines. 1 believe this is the fourth 
tank installed up to the present, and with the water 
already running through three of them, and scheduled to 
circulated through the 4th, what finally comes out of 
this extensive assortment ou ht ,o he extra special, I 
should imagine. Up to and through the functioning of the 
first throe tanks, the water continues to he so 
full of iron, everything is discolored by it and gobs of 
iron, about the size of one's little finge?, tend to 
form in the water pipes when the water isn t ru nuing. 
i The effect is really quite startling as onQ, for instance, 
tuf'nS on the bath without first draining the pipes a 
bit. I have heard of alcoholics imagining pink elephants 
and •green repitles or some such, but for cold so. er people to 
discover a flock of pink or rust colored iron polywogs 
in the tub is something new. 

A couple of telephones from town during the morning 
indicated some Government pooplo in neighborhing towne wore 
enjoying a full day of freedom on the election excuse, 
and what with the weather being pleasant, they envisioned 
a tour, but so far as I was concerned, 1 frowned and 
lied and- said I alroady had too many guests, —for i had 
none, but the absence f tie roa runners gave me an 
opportunity to oror .ter on two or t..ree fronts, much to my 
satisfaction, and tere'll be nough people around by the week o 
end. 
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Wednesday, January 16th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

The weather continues in the 80*s with a low in the 
60's at night. I got in a morning's work, but a drizzle 
induced a bit of desk work during the afternoon until 
the rain stopped and weed pulling was easy. 

To get any news outside election returns, I have to 
fish about for trans-Louisiana stations, which are easy enough 
to get, especially the Texas ones in the day time, with the 
entire'coun ry readily available at night, I find the 
Columbia stations but completely carried away with readin 
election returns, to the exclusion of all other nows, and 
such old stand-byes as 3d. borrow is silenced on Shrovoport 
stations in order the latest figures on vote counting can be 
presented, and although 24 hours have elapsed since the polls 
closed and the issuing of figures began, there are. only about 
1,500 of the 2,000 precincts tabulated 

Surely other things are hapening in the world beyond a 
flock of hill-billies counting phoney ballots, and since 
this is true, I take it something of a mania must have taken 
possession of local stations, and particularly may this observa¬ 
tion apply to the Columbia system. 

It seems to mo I recall some other "all-out" business by 
Columbia on some other subject, but for the life of me, I 
don t seem to remember the subject which knocked them over into 
sucR a lop-sided condition 

I seem to have a rare assortment of titles,to select for 
reading, and not one of them, except one, seems to have muoh 
interest. The exception is the meraoires of Admiral Leahy 
"I Was There", being the title, \± i remember correctly. * 

* road a few pages from it's opening chapters last night, 
and found it much to my.liking. It begins with his Embassy 
at Viohy about which I know little or nothing since I was pretty 
much dependent 0 n the radio at the time for my news. I do 
recall that the boy friend was here about that time or perhaps 
during that period, and I never did feel I agreed with him 
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on* so o of the points and personalities which vie discussed 
at the time. 


I regret T didn't know more-people from the same country 
at the time in order to determine if the well informed, — 
if, indeed, anybody was well informed ar. such a time when 
everything was so distorted and twisted for all kinds 
of reasons, _„but I recall-one thing on which I disagreed 

with the hoy friend warmly _so warmly in fact, that I 

stated position briefly’and then nevSr brought up the subject 
again # It had to do with the ritish bombing of one of 
the automobile factories situated somewhere near Lleudon I 
was enchanted when * heard this news, for it seemed to me 
that putting.factories out of commission in the occupied 
country was a good .step in the right direction The" boy friend 
seemed shocked at my reaction and genuinely grieved, —and 
that puzzled me. I honestly think iieudon and the entire valley 
of the Seine in the lie de France section meant a billion times 
moe to me than to him^ and if des ruction -of propety was 
to be regretted, —and it is always bound to be, I suspect 
my sorrow over such heavy costs for bringing a eventual 
Peace was as sincere and deep as his. But he never did get 
my point. , 


I am hoping to read a few more pages from the i*eahy volume 
tonight and perhaps I shall a preciate the whole situation 
of 1941 abroad a little better. 

f - ‘ t 

The engineers were back a-t their tanks and gagets today, 
as these are housed under.the baok gallery, they could work 
without getting damp this morning. Picture my astonishment 
this afternoon when I discovered 4 or 5 plantation hands, 
laboring under the direction of the engineers, digging a 
huge pit slap in the middle of the greensward, half way between 
the big house and the african House, Two pipes had already been laid 
from the concealed tanks on the gallery to this focal point 
in the open, perhaps 150 feet from the house, _ the pipes slap 
on top of the ground. I inquired about the eacavations and learned 
a pit was beging dug there so excess water from the well could 
run into it from the tanks, —a permanent feature for that 
historic landscape. Imagine. And imagine further how ruffled and 
outraged were the engineers I put my foot down. He suit, aside from 
all the flying of fur and feathers, „ the pipes were taken up, 
and run not -“orth but '.Vest, disappearing i n the iris garden where 
new escavations were undertaken but not as yet finished when night 
arrived. It's not the first time I saved a greensward, but 
it gave me as much satisfaction as any I -can think of. 



Thursday, January 17th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

T am not sure of the date, but believe it to be 
the 17th, for, if memory serves, all Mondays this month are 
a multiple of 7. But I haven't rounded up this year's 

calendar as yet, and somehow it seems to me it is the 18th. 

© 

Of the enclosures, there isn't anything of interest in 
Mr. stern's letter, but T send it along regardless. You 
will find la Storm in her usual good form, however, and 
I think you will agree with me her autobiographical note 
near the beginning, —as I recall, —is as clever an idea as 
oneis likely to run acrosss. Surely she is a remark'able 
person, 

naturally, I don't mind that she sent a quotation from 
my September letter to the editor of Home Gardening regarding 
the sitaution of the white Chinese magnolia and its unexpected 
carryings on, for publication at the time we move into the 
major flowering of the Chinese magnolias in general might 
make as interesting reading in the Spring as last autumn. 

In responding to la Storm on this point, I shall mention I 
haven't had the pleasure of hearing from la Bradley as yet 
in acknowledgement of my letter to her four or five years 
ago when ■£ observed in a letter to her that Home Gardening 
readers might find amusement i n the serious essay by Bacon along 
about 1608, when he pointed out that if one wanted to 
lay out a modest garden, —modest was his word, one simply 
had to set aside about 40 acres and go ahead. 

as for local doings, both in the ground and the skies, 
everything was pretty much of a transcript of yesterday, — 
continued warm, humid weather, much swinging the spade’, and, 

I hope, an end to the installation of more tanks through 
which the water must pass on coming out of the welk, and 
excavations into which excess amounts are to be side tracked. 

The lush brown of new turned soil where a not work of pipes 
have been put underground gives the back garden the 
appearance of the scars left by the clearing away of trenches 
and barricades, but the tender green of the new grass and 
clover that is spreading across the landscape will eradicate 
the scars witnin a few days and, —let it be hoped, —the 
BExh unhisorically minded engineers who came so close yesterday 
to wrecking the appearance of things generally. 


\ 
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Friday, January 18th, 1952. 


A half a dozen activities today prevented me from 
turning to the radio for a report on the reception of the 
roaster of the late Flying Enterprise and the Congressional 
session gathered to hear -*r. Churchill. I listened to 
Edward 3. Morrow tonight and if you chanced to hear him, you 
may recall he devoted the last half of his 15 minute time 
to an abridged recording of the salient features of the 
•Churchill speech. Imagine my fury when at the split second 
:r. Churchill's voice was scheduled to begin, an Esso reported 
broke in on the boradcast to announce that somebody or other 
of whom 1 had never heard had been acquitted after a seven 
hour deliberation' on the part of the Jury. I was so astonished 
and so furious, 1 d n't even remember the name of the 
fellow, and as nothing'was said as to what the fellow had been 
accused of, I was just as much in the dark as before, so 
far as comprehending what the break in was all about* But 
I am hoping WHO, Les Moines, as that sta ion often does, will 
re-broadcast the entire speeoh around 11 tonight. 

I had better therefore stick to this machine to knock out 
a few letters, and not succumb to the temptation to fore¬ 
go radion for the reading machine, which is going to be 
difficult to resist, for I am enjoying the admiral -Leahy 
volume tremendously'and have- to exercise much self control to 
drop it in favor of sleep. 

It’s curious how for all these years I have tended to 
put the Admiral in the "Ho Like" class, without ay precise reason 
j.or not liking the man, and now comes his took ana I like 
everything I 'have read thus far, --and have been impressed 

4 in tho ’ cha P ter 0r two read about his duties starting 

in 194<i at the >'hite House to find no mention as yet of 
hcarry Hopkins or Mrs. Roosevelt. T reckon they will anneal 
itr Later chapters. 

it » ' 

At long last, ana I apologize for the second word, Louisiana 
seems to« have most of itix the Tuesday votes couuted, and 
-it appears by some miracle both the Governor and the Senator lost 
out with their respective candidates for Governor. And if 
Judge *-ennan wins the February 19th run-off, the Long regime 
will be out of luck and -Louisiana will probably get a less 
costless administr tion, although i 'm uot sure so liberal a one. 

In the. larish contests, the people I would have voted for won and 
the hill-billies didn't mako'fiist base It's been nice chatting 
and now I must get to work. Hope you are taking care of you.... ’ 


Memorandum; 

, How nice to find your air ; mail in today's post. 

It is so good to hear from you but again I urge 
you not to fret about letters at a time when there is 
such a shortage of time. Just a card or the briefest line 
to indicate your health is alright is enough to make me 
experience a feeling of genuine happiness and security, 
ana much of the happiness will stem from tho realization 
that y oxl aren t exhausting yourself by correspondence 
at a time whefl so many things conspire to (interruption) 
at a time when you are prevented from having time to yourself 
to do as you please. 

I shudder at r the thought of the 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
session on a so called free day, —free for all of those 
making frantic efforts to fritter away time on their hands 
with which they know not what to do, while one who has a 
billion things to do and is tethered from so much as glaucing 
at any while being thus forced to squander away hours that 
at best are poor substitues for under takings that have 
primary appeal, To have to grin and bear such things 
must be maddening ana 1 sympathize with your sentiments 
whole heartealy. 

Frequently, I suppose, we all find ourselves in some 
such a jam and o n ]v those involved can realize all the 
l'ittle neeeseitp.es that make revolt at the moment seem 
unwise. But when one is spending the work-a-day week 
at labor outside the home, it seems but fair he is 
entitled to do pretty much as he pleases when the week 
end rolls 'round. but there's a serpent in every Eden, and 
in the present instance, the-reptile is in the form 
of a waster of time and energy on stuff fit only for dolts, 
and if you can take it with outward signs of grace, 

I must commend you for your fortitude, and sometimes 
if you actually feel like kicking over the traces, 
for one, can readily appreciate your impulse. 

The plan ation had another of those fires today which 1 
always seen^unbelieveable, but which really do happen. 

About li o clock this morning while i was traBhing 
around in the iris garden, I was startled by the ringing of 
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the plantation boll which at any hour save noon means 
fire. I am always expecting the old store to go up 
• in filame-8 ana as the boy friends fine furniture is 
stored in that bililding, 1 am invariably relieved 
when I leafn that .place is still intact. It was 
a house, 4 or 5 years old, about the place where we 
met letor as wo were heading for the spillway. A 
22 year old youth was sitting on the gallery of the house 
when flames suddenly shot out of the door onto the gallery 
and he jumped off, just as the house crashed in, burning 
everything inside and even the chair he had been sitting in. 

A few years back, the same house burned on Christmas Bve 
when about 20 people were within, all playing cards, 
and everyone escaped with nothing but the garments 
on their back, —and I could never understand that either. 

But I always maintained it must have been a truly 
fascinating hand of cards. 

The weather continues cloudy and warm and the 
magnolias are approaching a seasonal glory. Pilgrims 
from ‘'offerson City Oklahoma City Hew Orleans and Heaven 

knows where all, _All during the afternoon At 

noon -the clerk had trailed me from the iris’garden to Yucca 
by a tell-tal-e drop of blood along the path. The 
middle finger of my loft hand got messed up a bit, — 

I know not how, but the impressive flow of blood was 
deceptive, for the thing wasn't much, although I hobble 
along haltingly in prancing up and down this keyboard. 

'Ben is a good doctor and his first aid worked wonders by way 
of patching up something that wasn't much, save gore, to 
start with. 

You will enjoy the enclosure from little *“iss Harrish. 

I shall write her in ,a day or ti^o, strongly urging her to 
do some kind of a "Lanterns on the Levee thing, including 
therein a Chapter on H. G. .Veils. The pictures she 
suggests of the stately house of ^amont put into such a tizzy 
by H. G. is something -to contemplate, and I like the 
idea of a lobster nosegay plastered on the gentleman's 
dinner coat. 

I caught *“r. ^hurohill s speech before Congress on 
the re-broadcast and enjoyed it. Butwhat impressed me 
more than-the speefjh was the fact that "mon ami, 

Pierre' who couldn t possibly comprehend the meaning of 
any- of-it, asked if he might be perrjiitte-d to listen "to 
that gentleman what talks so good, cause I sure likes 
the listenin to the way what he say it." I guess I 
never heard So profound a compliment concering the 

Churchill historionic abilities, remarkable, isn t it. 

o 


'1 18 

'L 

C . /3 

tmox, XcxS' 'I 
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Sunday, January 20th, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

Continued cloudy and warm, with a short but concentrated 
cascade of torrents from on high duritrg the night. The 
primary result, so far as the eye was concerned, was 
-Pa ticularly colorful Persian carpets beneath each 
Chinese magnolia, lush mixutres of brown, tender green as 
a background for the haphazard assosrtment of invory petals, 
pink, white and purple, and although those latter 
offered mute evidence that many a blossom had glided from 
their perches in the trees down to the ground, still the 
trees themselves presented a more colorful spectacle 
■than before, due to the fact, I suppose, that the rain 
had not only woven the ground pattern with generous hand, 
but at the same time had brought forth a greater 
multitude of flowers on every brach that had seemed so 
redolent with ivory and pearl before. It seemed a great 
Pity not |0( Iy arrae <I with color cameras passed this way to record 
this miracle of ^pxing. 

Blythe and Bd Hand passed by to ring me a gift 
from Homebody who was hero last week, - perhaps a -*rs. 

BHis Thomas or some such, --I don t seem to remember the 
individuals. Blythe was on the hajpy side, but did 
some moaning about the failure of her favorite candidate to 
get elected, and, of a 1 things, attributed it in part to 
the fact that so many negroes voted Hers is a special kind 
of .racial antipothy. She seems so kind to the individual 
negro and heartily endorses and assists i n rigging up 
occasions, such as the movies in the negro churches, giving 
full support to her husband in such ventures, but at 
the same time seems all up-set, for example, if a negro is 
permitted to vote ^t the same time, she seems to think 
it is alright for the stupid hill-billies who don't know 
A. from B. to wrestle wit the ballot, but never the negro, 
regardless of the fact that, like the Joneses, he may be 
a college graduate, 

t a *, 

..'ell, so much for that, and as she and Bd drove out the 
side gate, “rs. Andre Bowman, husband and a Miss nenderson 
oa\.o in by the front. Among other things Mrs. Bowman 
had to tell me was the fact that she had recently met 
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lire. TuckerAand that they had had tea together on 
Saturday, and that she had invited her to drive up to 
Melrose with her today, but a previous engagement made 
i't impossible for her to accept. I got the i pression 
Mrs. Eowman labored under the illusion that the lady in 
question was so e. special friend of mine, what she thought 
when an oloquest "Oh" was all I responded to her 
statement about the acqua.ntanceship and the invitation, 

I neglected dost wort last n'.ght in order to do 
a bit of reading. I find the Admiral Leahy volume, "I was 
There" to bo well contrivod.Although the boot is more 
devoted to events than personalities he somehow by an 
adroit word or phrase, indicate just’how mucty he does or 
does not lite this or that individual. Two people, 
for instance, whom he seems to lite are uarry Hopkins and 
General Maotrthur, while quite obviously two whom he 
litos not are Mrs. Roosevelt and ’.Yinston Jhurchill. 

I contiuuo astin^ everyone passing this way: 

"You all woundn't wa^/Ta dog, would you." 

and nobody ever says yes. The little white one that stands by 
mo so faithfully, sleeps on ny talting boot records and 
generally disports hi self with agree bioness, just can't 
be discouraged. The Lart Lute was driving, some 15 miles down 
below CloutierVille on a’riday. I handed him the dog into 
the cab of the truch aud told him to give the dog to any 
child he' could find on the plantation down yonder, and off 
went rluto , - an odd name for a female hound, I was 
gummed up ith pilgrims for the next couple of hours, and 
imagine my surprise when stepping out onto t e gallery 
to find Pluto sitting as cool as a cucumber on the door step. 

I guess the enclosures aren't anything special 
but 1 send them alont. regardless^ The vagaries of Lyle's 
Aunt u adue seem to be running true to form and that 
elusive Lancing : Loll or whatever, —it's the one illustrated 
in the friends of J oe Gilmore, seems to be still kicking 
about, but nobody has ever been able to tell me whence 
disappeared the statuette of Uncle Tom and little Hva 
which formerly graced my living room, and to ray way of 
thinking, that was a much rnore~entrancing f*rt object. 

I am astonished : little **iss Alberta not only admits 
but sets down on paper that she’ hasn't been feeling up to 
snuff. Let's ho^e she isn't loosing faith in ^ary Baker. 





. J). LaJtA. 'I (i I /v' 
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Monday, January 21st, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Let me hasten to remark upon the new ribbon and to 

ihl* l I A i! P*°P e *ly. so if in the next word ox line 

this note breaks off abruptly, you will understand, and 1 shall 
do some more tinkering on the thing eitheT tonight or on 
the morrow. • 

The weather continues warm and humid and gardening goes 
on apaoe. ® s 

a 7° id crossing th$ fence this afternoon on 
Dg ?5 at v dur J ng the late m °rning, the Persian cat 

? n !*P QOted ly. mis-speaking 

told me the doctor had sent.the head of the animal to some 
approrpiate center to see if the oat had rabbis". I don't 
£2 if * h ® f0IBi “8 are Semites or not but suppose, like the 
Arabs, they may well be, and for all i know a rabbi might be 
altogether in order. 1 

Supper talk tonight centered on the San ■“'ranoisco pow-wow 
of the Republican National °ommiette. J. H. says the P 
Republican politicians want Taft but are afraid he might not 
swing the election. They ( know Rissenhauer could win alright, 
but they also^fcnow he isn t tangled up with Republioan 
politics and they fear they might have little or no influence 
wirn him. This doesn t seem to be precisely like "having 
a tiger by the tail , but the quandry is equally perplexing 

J. H. says David Lawrence opines that the General would 
be as spendthrift as Trtiman, which seems to put Sdwafd R. Morrow 

n n w ^ 9 i, Wr0ng ’ °f ’ perha P 8 t maybe i.t merely goes to proclaim 
David Lawrence is on the T^ft side. * 

Down the road- a pieoe below the spillway lies Lakeview Planta¬ 
tion, separating the ^elrose and Magnolia tracts. It is the 
home pf fiyman Cohen, a Polish Jew, born in Russia about 72 

®f 0 * Mr * J-8 dying, they say, in an Alexandria 

hospital of oaneer. His was a remarkable career. Arriving 
in this country he knew netieher Prenoh or English, which 
must have been difficult for him in the Uane *iver country, where 
On P J dd J 1 ?* merchandise from a pack on his baok. 

® * in sv ! d ? y h*® ? 011 down in the road in front of Saline's 
house. She-took him in and nursed him for 8 weeks. Later 

he got a mulatto down the road to let him manage his store for 
him. By the sn* ••end of the season, M r , iiymJn had the 
store and the mulatto was out in the road. 
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A 40 aore farm adjoining the store belonged to a poor 
raulattd woman, for no known reason, frightened pink of the law. 

^r, n yman told her he was entertaining a gentleman that afternoon 
and when the two of them passed her way, he would give her a 
half dollar with whioh she was supposed to supply them with a 
pink of whiskey, after which he would give her a fine present, 

The woman accommodated her neighbor, and as soon as the gentlemen 
arrived, she aooepted the half dollar and produced the pint of 
whiskey, where upon the Sheriff's deputy, who was the Cohen 
companion, clapped the woman into jail. 3trange she should be 
afraid of the •‘'aw. 


“r. “yman, feeling so sorry for her, offered to get her 
released and thus "saved from Angola*. The woman signed some 
papers, and within a month she was out of jail and Mr. Hyman 
had her 40 aore home. He did other tricks, and when zaline 
onoe needed to forrow #80.00, she went to "“r. Hyman and he 
agreed to advance it if she would sign over her property to him 
She wouldn t, although he hadn't as yet said thanks for her 
nursing that that saved his life. 

Today, *r. Hyman is listed at #600,000.00, and is,probably 
worth mote. h q has 4 grown children; all oollege graduates, 
and very civilized people, I believe, although I have not seen 
but two of them, but everyone says the others are just as nice. 
Thus is an American saga, and thus Mr. Hyman comes to his own r« 
I am wondering how the funeral will pan out. All the children i 
their mother belong to the Catholic Church, , as also do 
the mulatto children and grandchildren whom *rs. Hyman made her 

i! ak L vi#w la8t y9ar » whon » after 40 

discovered her chauffeur was in reality her husband's mulatto 
offspring, 

»v. • * * v ~. '* f >i. I f ■ t ^ ' ) 

. _ , ' - * 

. „ ., Th9 f ^ inaral ought to be really quite good, A should think 
! 6p i a °? 9 f insi8t on attending, which, 1 suppose they * 
will not, for A doubt if they are either as wilfull or as 
given to evil as their papa. And yet the?r papais “ally 

i8n t easy to do business with him. -.he owed Melrose 
$6 H«t?hf+n^ 0me >. ha ? f0r yeaTS While h9 was a director of, 
t ba ? t i and * 9lro8e never did get the money, al- 

n . ot you that H. certainly sot .itJ’a^i 


/ 
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Tuesday, January 22nd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

• ( V 

The weather report is different: - fair and cool, with 
frosts'promises for Wednesday and Thursday, 

The cool mass of air began seeping in about 3 o'clock, 
but I had finished about all the outdoor work I had in mind, 
so didn't object to the ar.pearanoe of pilgrims. 

Hr. Joel Fletoher of Southwestern State College at 
Lafayette, La., brought his wife to see the magnolia 
extravaganza. Both were enchanted with the festival, but 
^rs. Fletoher was doubly enchanted because it was her 
first -‘elrose go-round and she loved it. They invited 
me to come down for a week end whenever convenient but 
if possible next month when at the £ resieden t House there will 
be guests whom they felt sure I would enjoy® including 
Harding Carter and John Davis Lodge, grandson of old Henry Cabot 
Lodge and some kin *1 folk of Henry Adams, Naturally 
I demurred and so they asked if they might bring Mr. Carter 
and siad Lodge for a. pilgrimage here, and X allowed as 
how they could. As X understand it, Lodge is a 
citizen of Connecticut and represents that State in the 
same Congress that one of t his kinsmen serves in'the Senate 
from m assaohusette. For all I know there may be lodges 
living in every one of the 48 states, but somehow X had 
always thought of them as being a Massachusettes produot, 
whichr.probably was due in part to that old jingle: 

"Here's to Massachusetts, the land of the saored ood, 

"Where Cabots sp.eak only with Lodges, and Lodges speak onlyl 
with God." 

I dropped in for a quick cu-p of coffee at 9 this morning 
and found Celeste still griving over the death of her cat. 
Fortunately, she plans to accompany J. H. to Hew Orleans 
this week end for some kind of a cotton council meeting 
and the prospot of that frolio will perhaps tend to eradicate 
the depression caused by the death in he family. An 
untutored resident of the plantation asked me what I 
thought would be her reaction when Madam Begard passes on. 

Il thought it a good question. 
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Ikgot around to read a couple of more pages from 
the Leahy memoires last night. 1 was interested in 
the account of the journey to Yalta, an a the more so 
beoause James Byrnes was also a member of the party and 
had spoken of it at some length, as I recall, in his 
book on his Governmental experiences, if memory 
serves ke correctly, Mr. Byrnes stressed the fact that 
Mr. Hoosevelt was. ailing during the ooen voyage*, and 
that.one grave flaw in the pre-Yalta preparations was 
the fact that nothing had been done by way of briefing 
the various members of the party t equaint them with 
what subjects were likely to come up and what the 
position would be ..that the U. S. Government ..would 
take in fegard to such matters. The Leahy account, on 
the contrary, speaks of the daily conferences of the 
top leaders all during the trip, ana suggests the 
President was in no different physical condition than 
had characterised his state of health during the proceeding 
season. It would be interesting to compare and contrast 
these two accounts of the same trip more carefully. 

Another point that Leahy makes is intersting: - 
he says he' felt during this time that it was already 
Japan’s "goose was cooked", and that it was just a 
question of time before she would automatically fold up. 

Be saye the Army, on the other hand, felt the war in 
the Orient might probably be l**jc long and that 
aa invasion of Japan, which wuld be costly in men and 
material, would be a necessity, —and this in contrast to 
the Leahy concept that **apan, like an.over-ripened fruit, 
would automatically drop by its own weight. 

• I was a little drowsie, but I gathered that 

the Army idea prevailed and it was for that reason that 
one of the primary objects of the Yalta conference was to 
persuade Staline to declare war on Japan. I suppose 
it will be a long time before historians decide- affirmatively 
or negatively as to the success, so far as America was concerned, 
in the Yalta conference, ; .but however it may finally be 
decided,kit will be necessary, I suppose, to weight 
the opposing concepts of the Leahy versus Army idea of 
the proximity of the collapse of the ene^. 

I didn t get around to do any mail today, - incoming, 
and therS sdemed to be nothing of any moment. Perhaps 
I shall have better luck on the morrow and thus be able to 
share a bit of correspondence with you. 




Wednesday, January 23rd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Clear and cool and gobs of ozone to make out of 
door doings exhilarating. 

The mail was inordinately thin today, and just to 
make it thinner, 1 cut out a paragraph oarrying Mrs. Doty's 
address which needed, —Mrs. Doty being an old friend of -the 
Madam to whom 1 wi-shed to send a little greeting.- But I am 
sending along the balance of the letter, although the news 
in the opening paragraph will reach you no doubt later than 
the manuscript to which it refers. In any event, I am glad 
to know it is on its way, Frankly I cannot help wondering 
if having run across a reference x3 herself in the manuscrifr, 
the sender didn_t feel impelled to glanoe through a few -more 
pages which may^aceount for the gap in time between the earlier 
mention of it to you, and its final deliv-ery 

On Sunday when Blythe was here, she said she hoped to 
get up sometime during the week to see the magnolias again, 
but wouldn.t come on Wednesday. And so, of course,- she came today. 

She- brought ^rs. Clark with her, whoever Mrs. ^lark may be, but 
withal a nice person who was here with the Garden Club a couple 
of years ago. Blythe brought me some Taylor s port and 
a pint of 4 Rosea. I use the former but save the latter exclusively 
for Dr. Rand's use, as his diet prevents him from using wine. 

And I have been thinking about that lately, and I am puzzled 
by it. So far as I know, the alcohol in the wine, like the 
alcohol in whiskey, is converted into sugar almost immediately 
on being swallowed # I guess this is the first time I ever 
knew of anyone who was forbiddne wine but permitted whiskey, 

I wonder if there is anything to such an arrangement, or is it 
merely because Dr. Rand prefers the latter. L know he isn't 
allowed Coca-^ola, but K don t know if he may have a go at 
7 Up or whatever the other soft drinks may be named. I could 
easily put mysel on a & Up diet, for I never have used it 
enougn to develops any taste dor It, and should much prefer 
water to spoil a drink. 







\ 
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' Of ttfe scores of things I contemplate every day that 
have oome to me through the infinite generosity and thoughtfulness 
of little Mias Lee, not the least on Monday was a copy of 
the speeoh delivered to the historical ^ooiety, ^or I had 
in mind knocking off a note to la Storm hut didn.t feel up 
to hobbling about much on the keyboard. And so a brief note 
sufficed, since I had the copy of the speeoh I could enclose 
and something tells me la Storm is just the type who would 
take time out to read it May I again sayls Blessing un you 
for the billions of things you do to make every aspect of 
life run so much more smoothly for me. 

And now, in view of your intimate knowledge of little Miss 
Lee, her tastes, and her doraestio arrangements, both animate 
and inanimate,, * want your advfcse on a pointl It stems from 
the faot that* her birthday is some weeks off and I am about 
to undertake negotiations for an object which I know she would 
like but which might be too cumbersome for her domestic 
lay-out. Whatever her decision is, I shall understand perfectly, 
and although I shall consumate the negotiations successfully 
I hope, and regardless, I oan either hold the thing here for 
eventual use at Arenbourg or send it along if it will not make 
too much of a clatter. 

It is an ancient ooppex tray, elegantly severe, with just 
an inoh or so of rise for the rim. It is abouti.2 feet, a 
little less, possibly in diameter, and, if not employed as 
a trayip might lend itself handsomely to a wall decoration. 

I t'hought my mention of it in advance might afford an opportu ity 
for **is 8 Lee to casually drop a word within the next 6 or. 7 weeks 
about interest in oopper or the possibility of obtaining a 
pieoe of copper reasonably or some such, as a’ bit of paving the 
way in advanoe. 

I used to 'hear Mme. *ubin-jioque fuss about this particular 
pieoe which supposedly came down in the M etoyer family from 
"early times" through Grandpere's brother, Francois Gassion “etoyer. 
Mme. Aubin was forever complaining it should not have been 
given Franoois Gassion to start with but to Augustin or Suzanne. 

Be that as it may, my grapevine has just reported to me that 
it is about to go on the market, I assume it to have been 
of African origin and quite possibly belonged to *arie Therese, 
since it seems quite natural she might have had a pseoial 
inclination for such material induced by memories of childhood. 
Please be quite frank in letting me know if the present set up 
would be easily managed, ± or if it might be better to skip 
it this birthday and hold for later consideration. I'm getting 
it regardless, I think. You might refer to it as the Francois 
Gassion item, and please be quite frank abhit. 


• Thursday, January 24th, 1952. 


Memoxnadum: 

And so a couple of gentle breezes-'came seeping up from . 
the Gulf and the threatened freeze faded out of the picture 
befere it had even appeared. Accordingly today was one of 
thoe blue and gold affairs, - and withal excellent fox 
the color camera enthusiasts. 


Picture my surprise along about 3 o^olock this afternoon 
when, in crossing the cattle gap in front of Celeste's on the way 
to the store to have a long legged wood's sprite jump out from 
somewhere, making strange, high-pitched noioes, and throwing 
long, lanky arras around my next. It was none other than 
little Mige Dormon, —Caroline in person, with "ole Virginie" 
parked in their car, -<the one given them by la Storm, hidden 
behind the bamboo of the side gate. 

The Lormons are.certainly sights, with Caroline looking 
like a lady ghost, what with the skin drawn pretty tight over 
her atenuated bones, and "ole Virginia", I thought, looking 
better than I had ever seen her before. Caroline's voice gets 
a pitch that approaches the height of a Georgia pine, but 
her sister who always had something of a whiskey none of depth 
to her 8 , along with a vague rasp of some sort* seems to have 
developed a modulation of great charm,«no doubt due to the 
throat operation she underwent last Spring, or when ever. 

. 'O' * •* • \ \ ‘ « - 

The Chinese magnolias, I suppose t were what brought 
the Lormons, if, indeed, they ever have any particular reason for 
doing anything, and Caroline flew about from tree to tree, taking 
piotures and generally babbling at full tilt like a 
brook just released from a long Winter's oasing of ice. 

I remarked that the last time they were here, January 
was the month, too, but the year was 1950, and they brought 
"a M ts . storm" with them. Caroline didn't say anything about 
providing me with the lady's address, but rattle along at a 
great rate, telling me about how "rs. Storm is doing, what she is 
up to, and so on and so forth. I 7 naturally, paid polite attention 
but never indicated any contact with the lady. 

I asked her about how the s 

talks g° 
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She told me about the giant white azelia the Starks moved 
to Orange from *J?he J ottage. She said it was out into 4 seotions, 
piaoed on flat cars, and sent by rail. And that all 
sounded wonderful to me, since I have no idea how anyone 
would go about cutting a bush with a 60 foot spread into 
4 parts and then succeed in making it grow, as was the 
oase to hand, and of all places, on the top of the hill 
on the artificial island the Starks build in their lake. 

There was a heap more chatter, but a don-t think of 
anything of interest. She invited me to-come to spend the 
day at Briarwood within the next month when the dogwood and 
some of the late blooming daffodills will be in flower. We 
shall see about that spending-the day business, but 1 have 
difficulty envisioning it from this spot on the calendar. 

As the Dormons drove away, the officials of the Bed Gross 
based on Atlanta, and heading for I know not where, stopped 
at the front gate, under the guidance of some Parish Red 
Cross official. Two of the men were doctors and the thid some 
civilized person out of the same State that produces people 
like the Talmadges. They were delighted with what they had 
to see, and one of them as^ed if he might recommend Melrose to 
a friend living on a Carolina plantation somewhere near 
Cypress Gardens, --which, I believe, i? the general neighborhood 
of The Bluff plantation, although 1 am not su^e of the latter's 
precise situation I believe he said the man s name is 
ffly nn and is possessed of poor vision, a wife^of vast charm 
and a brief Metropolitan career before his lamps began flickering. 

I declare M elrose gets more and ore like the terraoe of 

the Calfe de la Bai^, and if you sit in either place long enough, 

everyone on earth will eventually pass by. 

Tonight, I regret to report, I am to be counted among 
the great unwashed.. Those infernal engineers began fiddling 
with the well and the entire water system along about 
midday, and they were still staggering around in the dark 
at 8 o’clook tonight. Why they had to cut off the system 
before I got around to wqrk on my long beard o^ Jump through 
a quick shower, * wouldn’t know. Suffice it is to say 
there isn't a drop of water nearer than the bottom of one 
of 1;he big cisterns much too far from Yuccaato provide me 
with any dampness. 

I think the enclosures are of scan^ interest, but a pass 
them along regardless. Today's postwas light, I am glad to say, 
for eventually, perhaps, i may get caught up, but heaven knows when.. 
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Friday, January 26th, 1962. 


Memor and urn; 

The thermometer at 80 and gay breezes from the <»ulf 
tossing pink and purple -.magnolia^petals in every direction. 

And, marveloue to.relate, there is running water in 
my bathroom. 

As for the mail, it wasn't so very extraordinary, although 
the Ramsey communication was unexpected. I gather 
she had quite a rough time of it during the holidays, and my 
heart goes out to everyone going through such a horror. But 
the letter still doesn t explain how it was December 7th and 
8 th came and went without so much as a peep from the lady. 

I think she is remarkably gifted and utterly undependable, 
and I like her for her graces and laak of then, but 1 
count not at all on doing ary thing with her, although 1 
do not count out such a possibility, - although all sueh 
matters scarcely fall within the realm of probabilities, so 
far as I can judge future plans by past per ormanees 

.1 think it was Helen who once remarked that Carolyn aots on 
impulse, and I gather that a course once charted is likely to be 
forgotten at any time, once the lady mariner moves byond the 
inspiration of an immediate associate or is entioed in another 
direction by some new impulse. So -far as her own career is con¬ 
cerned, 1 reckon all this makes comparatively little difference 
to her, and A doubt if she has ever stopped to realize, —as 
it is her moral duty to do, how considerably it might effect 
others associated with her from whom she is want to fade out 
of the pioture but co pletely on occasion Well, that isn't all, 
but that's enough at this sitting -for that little minx. 

In spite of all the tanks and paraphanalia, the elaborate 
water system seems to be inadequate to supply all the 
outlets to all the houses, store, garage and gardens with 
filtered water, and so a dual system is being contrived, 
in which the big house, Celeste s house and Aucea will be 
on the purified, de-ironized net work, and the balance of 
tb« outlets will supply water direotly from the well without 
going through all the intermediary excitement. Everything 
went swimmingly *n the putting down of new pipes until they 
reached almost to my gate, whereupon the pipes ran out and 

e e • • • • * 

: i jm I 


I 
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more had to he ordered from Alexandria. And bo tonight and 
this week, end, 1 am continuing on well water and shall have 
purified liquid along about Monday, but while that will be 
pleasant, 1 am sufficiently entranced to have any at all that 
1 am not complaining. 

I may or may not have mentioned a house burned down on the 
plaoe last Friday, It was but 4 or 5 years old. But 
before the foundations were cool, J. a . had another going up to 
take its plaoe, and the new one will be completeid in a little 
over a week, - perhaps by,Monday, after which the builders 
are scheduled to move in the direction of Yucca whioh is 
gre tly in want of having some more substantial foundations 
rigged up and some new sills put under it, I think this 
is going to be q much bigger job than anyone suspects, but 
so.long as * get the thing started, it will be carried through 
alright, X believe. Most of the work will be done on the 
gallery giving on the white garden, and on the Bast and West ends o 
the house. After Sunday's serivioes in the w hapel, I am going 
to remove the stained glass, the statue, etc;, until the 
workmen have accomplished whatever they get around to do by 
way of teasing up and hammering down. I think I shall 
install the stained f glass and the Blessed ^artin in my 
bath room, whioh certainly out to lend a gay and colorful note 
to tha department, don t you think so. 

i*> 

I shopped around in the ether waves last night,trying 
to find a broadcast of the Lawey idea on foreign relations, 
but stopped short when I heard the Soreen Guild players 
announced as about to present "The Postman Always Bings Twice" 
by one James M, Cane, which I had never heard and never read. 

The thing seem well presented, but when a ythin is out to 
a half hour or less, X suppose it is likely to give a oorreot 
or inoorreot synopsis of the original opus. Nevertheless I 
' had enough of it to better understand Mr. Cane's contempt for 
moonlight and* honeysuokle when speaking of the old South, for 
in the play in question, at least, it was one of those reality 
mindB that was obviously at work one that deals with facts and 
realities, and rules out the moxi subtle things as non-existent,- 
the thing whioh nevertheless seem quite real to me, such as the 
same moonlight and honeysuckles without which I couldn't imagine 
the South. , 

: :■ ■ , - 1 .“' 

Theusual number of pil rims ..passed this way today, including 
Blythe and. a bevy of bags who had spent the day at bridge with 
her at the camp. Fortunately it was late when they arrived, and as 
I was tired with digging, had no inooination to tour. Bo hope 
you are getting a hint of Spring. 


\Jjo-dtcmx doi** 
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Sunday,..January 27tji, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Bow nice to find your fat envelope in Saturday post, 
containing the Storm correspondence, I negleoted to say 
I didn t want it back, for you may always feel perfectly 
ftee to dispose of any communications as seems best, unless 
I make strange noises about this item or that for reference. But 
I appreciate your kindness in sending them along, and, if 
the post doesn't gang up on me early this' coming week, I 
may glanoe over one of them a second time, although suoh 
an opportunity is seldom afforded. 

It began raining heavily Saturday noon.and it has 
alternated with sprinkles and heavy showers evqr since. 

Tonight it iskpouring oats and dogs and the night is 
darker than Bgypt, save for an occasional flash in the 
Northern sky indicating, I suppose, a cold air mass is 
stalled up Oklahoma way, probably, since the iiium ination8 
have been going on intermittently for the past 24 hours. If the 
thing will just stay stalled, 1 shal be well satisfied. 

Celeste took Madam Regard to South Louisiana yesterday, 
returning alone last night, and taking off early this morning 
with . for two or three days in the Crescent City. Pat 
came i n last night but left today after dinne.r, and as Ben 
is courting at the college, I seem to be pretty much alone 
qnd am liking it. 

' I had hoped to get a bit of reading done during the day, 
what wit all the dews and damps out of doors, but the latter 
in no way discouraged pilgrims, and I spent the hat better 
part of the afternoon sloshing around in the mud with them. 

The last go-round was a first dark when some Kansas friends of 
J. u . blew in 7 strong, and after they had departed, 1 
dobed that dlpartment for this week end, 

I finished the Leahy book which I foun£ informative and 
interesting, although some of the data covering the Yalta 
and Botsdam conferences seemed a bit repetitous, since James 
Byrnes seemed to cover'that phase of thin 8 pretty thoroughly 
in h* s "Speaking Frankly". What X liked about the Leahy 
thing was his impressions of old Betain which seemed to be 
Sympathetic. I suppose Petain will long remain a controversial 
figure, and even yet I am not sure the opinion X have of him is 
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very just. v I guess I think he was quite wrong in not 
moving the Government to Africa* and thus get down 
to business on the side ol the democracies. But perhaps 
alter all the experiences he had had French politics 
and saw at what a poor level democracy could function, he 
wasn't sure he wanted any more ol t£at kind ol stulf, even 
thought, on the other hand, he didn t like the hitler business. 
Lavalle seems to have been the devil in the piece, but everybody 
knows that. As 1 recall the D a val± girl married 
one of the de Ghambruns and I am wondering what happened to 
her alter her papa got properly knocked in the head. Somebody 
onlkt told me she seemed like a nice person ppor thing. 

I have a lew letters to write and along about 9 o'clock 
I-have r a light supper to attack which will be shared with 
me,in part by Die Frau even as was yours on one occasion with 
Grandpa. It would be even nicer il Die £ rau and Grandpa could 
have a set-to of their own, and little Miss Dee ight drop 
in to have a go with me at some fried chicken, potato salade, 
deviled eggs, tuna sandwiches, cherry pie and a tall glass ol 
cold milk. I expect to undertake all this leisurely and 
absorb a bit of music along with the doings. If I am still 
wide awake, ^ think ^ shall read a couple ol pages from 
Dr. 11 arry Emerson -fi'osdiok's "I’he '“an of Nazareth or whatever 
his study of Jesus is oalled.^and shall probably brew me a 
line cup of tea before calling it a day. 
i-i • ‘ < 

The 6 o'clock weather report indicates three and a hall 
inches ol rain have fallen within the last 24 hour shut patches 
of stars off to the IJorth hold- the promise of fair wea her on 
the. morrow, and what with the dry weather that has obtained 
for so long, the ground will proba ly absorb all the moisture 
almost immediately. The last week in January and the first in 
February seem to represent the cold hump ol this area, and 
il we bridge the next ten days without any bitter blasts, we 
stand a good chance lor a continuation of the Spring which has 
been everywhere in evidence thus far in the ■“ew Year. Already 
the cannas are 8 or 10 inches high* andhorn-like projections, 
a delicae soft red, proclaim the butterfly lilies as already 
making up their minds. 

• - , . , • , • * 

And here I am at the bottom ol the page and have lorgottoen 

to ask you a favor in regard to the attached label. Sometime, 
il convenient, and it doesn't matter if it isn't accomplished before 
summer, I wonder if you could type the address-of Walter Frase 
for me, with my name as the sender. I have in mind sending him 
a Melrose plate witfc a brief line, suggesting he might be interested 
in it, in view of the Chapters on Melrose appearing in his pub¬ 
lication, Friends of ^os a ilmore. Don't you think so. 
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Monday, January 28th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

Fourty millions times would not suffice to say how 
entranced I am to have your grand greetings as of the 21st, 
and registered on the 22nd, wh.ch apparantly just missed 
delivery on Saturday last past. 

Yesterday's rains gave way to clear skies today, and 
there w 1 be birthday celebrations at Arenbourg before the 
week has played out. 

Frankly I have but half read your letter, the hall 
being not a section,' but rather a somewhat vague skimming 
over ol the whole thing. The more accomplished secretary, 

Y. G., is in bed with a lever which means I must lean on 
Junior Fu^abou who, stutteringly must spell out each word, and 
as he isn t sure ol many of his letters, I proceed but slowly 
in deciphering the individual words. Accordingly I find myself 
so intent on guessing the letters ol which each word is made up 
that sometimes I almost forget what has gone before by way ol ideas. 
But at least I have the major flow ol thought and with Y. C. 
being in circulation again on the morrow or next day, I shall 
have an opportunity to run through the entire letter in a less 
piece-meal fashion^ 

It goes without saying that 1 am entranced at the evidence 
that y 0 u enjoyed a momentary break jn the hurly-burly ol life 
and the arrival ol the Storm correspondence on Saturday gave me 
a great lift, —that which you returned to me, lor while 1 
didn't explore its contents, it was enough to see your hand writing 
on the envelope which gave me a vast sense ol gratitude in 
the realization that you were up and about. 

With your blessings lor Arenbourg, I am particularly anxious 
to undetake further celebrations in that department but 
I shall probably have to brood on the matter from Yucca lor 
a day or so, what wit all the doings going on here at the moment. 
This morning I removed everything from the ga lery giving 
on the White Garden, —everything except the millstone and 
the St. Giggin Fountain placing all the countless pieces 
of furniture ofi the ooutfi gallery. I also but completely 
dismantled the ^hapel, including the fluted column, pews, statue, 
cross, chairs, cnadlesticks, etc., in anticipation ol 
workmen arriving on the morrow to start jacking up the house. 

Workmen were busy all day laying down new pipe and connecting 
Yucca with the new well flowing from beneath the gallery at Melrose. 
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"In men whom men comde-fnn as ill 
I see so much of goodness still. 
In men whom men pronounce divine 
I see so much of sin and blot, — 

I hesitate to draw the line 
Where God has not." 


I am delighted to discover that what I had started out with 
under the supposition t at it was a blank sheet was, in reality, 
not a blank sheet at all, but rather one that had already been used 
when yesterday I asked a passing pilgrim to dictate a couple 
of lines that sturck me as being m u'ch to my liking. After 
the lines had been quoted, the Kansas pilgrim checked on my 
handiwork, and, finding it wanting,, was kind enough to pencil 
in whatever I had omitted. I am so glad to be able to pass 
these lines along to you for r'm under the irarression you 
will find them as much to your liking as did A, * ’ 

Although 1* say so only after pausing to knock wood, I 
believe:the final -^pes have been put under ground and no more 
beds of lilies and p canas will have to be picked up to make 
room for additional intruders ^y a piece of good fortune, 
one of the pipes leading to *ftcca collapsed before the work 
had been completed, —that is one of the more ancient pipes 
leading into the house to whichathe new pipes had been connected, 
so that with an adequ&te froce and paraphanalia readily to hand, 
things could be put into ship-shape style t __once and for all. 

It is pleasant to report, also, that I took occasion, what 
with an ample supply of workmen, to put the sun dial back on its 
fluted pedestal, I think 1 mention it gently ooTTapeed one day 
last fall Pilgrims passed'this way just.as the great 
steel bafids were being set into position and 30 * left 
the final adjustments to the negroes who Were undertaking the 
job, iSsra, Cy^ Fugabou and Kurt, __and much to my delight, 
when returning to have a final look at the completed job and 
both pilgrims and negroes had departed, i discovered that, with 
typical Afrioan touch, they had hoi ted ..the great disks down so 
that the central one does not face Yucca at precisely right angles, 
but rather turns a big to the £iast, giving it just the proper 
twist that makes it at once more completely disdainful of 
whatever hours the sun may care to recerd. naturally I wouldn't 
have the thing set right for anything. 

You will be interested in the enclosure in So far as it 
relates to poor Weeks hall. What in the world do you suppose happened 

But I must bring this to an abrupt halt. May i again say thank 
you for all the happiness y our letter has brought to me and A 


Tuesday, January 29th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

A lovely day, cloudless and cool, tonight it..is equally 

cloudless and the weathee. man says the thermometer will 
drop to 3a. I suppose it is'just as well if it does, alt ogh 
it does seem unfortunate ti.t so many things will have to 
be* frosted back to the starting point. 

But at the same' time, it must be admitted that 
everything is too far in advanoe of the season and unless 
the seasonal routine is re-established, we shalfc be coasting 
into summer before Maroh 21st heralds the advent of Spring. 

I spent the moning at Arenbourg and was astonished 
at the progress things have been making in departments I 
have lately ignored as i busied myself in other directions. 

Here is how the thing twists into the incredible: - the 
naroissus, which were held back from blooming in November 
by last summe *s prolonged heat, are just now unfolding in full 
flower, —a full couple of months behind schedule, whereas, in 
sharp contrast the butterfly lilies and u rinooo banas which 
never make up their minds before early or mid March, are 
all making great displays of activity, and in some quarters 
where the lilies are a bit sheltered, they have already attained 
a height of 6 or 8 inches. With late January and early February 
almost invariably a time of frosts, if not snow, this out in front 
departure of vegetation is truly remarkable, and A only hope 
they don't get themselves so far "out on a limb" that they 
orash completely when Jack Frost,’ tiring of.the Northern 
tier, reporting 5 to 15 below zero this morning, deoides to 
have a go at this flourishing neighborhood. The grass 
in ront of the big house is 6 inches high, and will require 
a lawn mower before the week end if there isn't some,promise 
of a slowing up of things. So turns our unusual winter of 1952. 

I regret to report that my secretaries continue to languish 
indoors. Perhaps they will make it on the morrow. There 
wasn't so much mail today, but even so, I don't like to let it 
start piling up itkputs such a strain on my feeble brain in 
I end up by trying to absorb 20 letters at a sitting and 
remember half the points in each that may call for later 
reference. Among the other pieces coming to hand is a letter 
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from la Storm, and a larger envelope which seems to include 
a flock of newspaper clippings and photographs, and 1 believe 
some typed material relating, I suppose to 'the Bluff plantation. 

I hope the lady is in no rush for the return of this data, for 
I should like to explore it myself in part before sending it 
on to yon, if you will not be burdened by suoh a conglomeration 
of things. I am not quite oertain, but I have the impression 
that you may have more opportunity to read, as for example 
when en route to mid-town, so that such material 
may not put any strain on you, for well do I realize there 
may be moments that may be snatched for glancing through 
papers although the absenoe of a typewriter or the impending 
presence of others during such odd moments may make taking 
pen in hand almost impossible. And so, unless I hear to the 
contrary, 1 shall try to get someone to glance over some of 
the Storm dippings within the next few days, and, if I do not 
hear to the contrary, regarding your wishes, I shall assume 
1 may send them along to you before returning them to ^onoks 
oorner. In the event you should have no time to glance over 
them, don t hesitate to <ust send them slap baok, and I shall 
understand perfectly, 

x t looks like a letter may be to hand from the harnesses,— 
at least the cancellation is California and the envelope is 
addresed in long hand, and these items along with one or two 
r other non-descript things are tucked away in the armoir alone 
with your sketohily read letter of yesterday,' awaiting a 
return %o health and labor on the part of a secretary. 

J. a. is a sight. . He telephoned from Alexandria this 
afternoon, having flown up from the Cotton Counoil meeting in 
New Orleans to attend a n'arm Board meeting, after which he hopped 
back on another plane to be present at another session in the 
Crescent city this evening, after which he and Celeste will 
drive back home. 

The engineers descended on the place again today, but 
decided the well water was functioning alright and so tore up 
nothing, thank heavens. The carpenters, scheduled to start 
jacking up x ucoa, didn't finish their jobs elsewhere on the 
plantation, so continue to sit among an amazing assortment 
of plunder inside the house while the gallery and °hapel 
remain great open spaces, fortunately the pilgrims business 
was soant today enabling me to get quite a few thin s done, 
and i m hoping I am enjoy an equal break on the morrow. 

I am especially entranced at tomorrow's dawn and the 
opportunity x shall have to spend another morning at 
Arenbourg with further celebrations to be pondered over I 
want to read a little from the fosdiok opus tonight but'am so 

Ol hOnTT T T nV 1 A .. . A -O 
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Wednesday^ January 30th, 1952, 


Memorandum: , 

How nice to find your Saturday letter in today's 
post. Not only was it a delioious chat but it held 
the promise, too, that for a littlo while at least, you 
were able to experienced "cleared decks", meaning, I suppose, 
that for a little while, at least, your-menage wasn't 
completely bogged down with suorrying nomades from below 
the Gulf, 

e 1 

And how nice of you to tell me of what came to hand in 
the post from little Miss Denholme. And also my thanks for 
giving me an aocount of the periods covered by what came to hand. 
Am x right in my understanding that a second shipment is to 
be expected from the same source, and if so, are you and I 
to understand that the lady may have sampled a little of 
the first batch and is perhaps skimming through the balance. 

This wbuld.be a surprise, for I think the lady, who never did 
comprehend what I could see in old N a tohe», might well be 
expected to find suoh data might dull going. 

And how nice of you to offer to transcribe certain 
portions for me, .but let me run on to say that * pray 
you not to do so, for frankly and honestly I haven t a soul 
to explore such ancient histoiy with me, ana while there is 
always hopes that the general intellectual attributes of 
the secretariat may improve eventually still the ohanoe of 
suofc a thing is remote, and if and wheA it does take a 
turn for the better, there will probably be such a stack of 
"must" stuff that I shall never be able to afford the luxury 
of peeping baok as far as 1939 and 1940. 

I keeping the Journal in those days, I was motivated by 
many lm pulses. The Nadine wire was a billion times better 
than nothing, but even at best it was intermittent, and 
as nobody at the time could foresee how a better connection 
might be established, and there was uncertainty if I should 
ever be able to pass the sheets along to the one person in 
the world 1 most wanted to have them, I probably made 
them more impresonal than they otherwise might have been, and 
although i never had one of them read back to me, I suppose 


sleepy I 


fear 


I shall not get far. 


I 
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I may have included lots of things over andover again, and 
perhaps put down a lot of non-essential details that in 
light of today's reading must mate exceedingly dull going. 


I reckon another element adoing to the boring details 
in eluded in the Journal, —aside from my natural ability 
to make suoh subjects inordinately dy, - was the faot that 
I was ever mindful of Journals I had read, especially 
plantation diaries, which 1 loved so much that I was 
forever saying to myself; *-"If Onw the diarist had 
touched on this point, note this particular or elaborated 

on that episode." And the net result of such disappointments 

led me to insert an endless flock of details which seemed to 

me might lend greater clarity to particulars which were 

set down mare as a catalogue of plaoes, people and peculiariarities 

than anythin else, sinoe there was never any thought of style 

of oompositi OT1# 

I mu t oonfess that with the flight of a decade and all 
the changes wrought by the flight of time and the vast 
alteration of oircumstanoes obtaining both in the Hatches 
country and in this Cane River region, I probably would find, 
were I to ire-read aqy of the data, that the phase of civilization 
which-I reported in those days has already faded, and in many 
instances, especially in the Hatches country, the more prosaic, 
run-of-the-mill conditions obtaining elsewhere aoross the country 
replaoes what I saw in those years. I shoui rather have 
your opinion and impressions t an anyone's, and I shall welcome 
your frank statements as to whether you feel this material may 
be of value to people in years to come., If it does holding 
something 0 * that nature i„ its endless verbiage, then-it 
will not have been wasted time entirely. And it doesn't 
report such oirdumstanoes very clearly,*it may serve to amuse 
some antiquarian, perhaps, in years to come, and, if so, it 
might well be passed along to some institution when we are 
finished with it. u therwise it might as well be tossed into 
a basket of trash when you are finished running through it. X 
leave the decision entirely to you, for, ns indicated above, 
it is your judgement alone that counts with me regading the 
whole thing. 

- •- • 

The weather has warmed and dirt is flying. I telephoned 
Dr. Knipmeyer to fetch along his little blaok bag on the 
morrow, for I think a timely bit of, pennLcillin will eradiote 
a momentarykidney business, or some such, for I seem to have 
a very slight oold, ; but what little there is seemed to settle 
in that department. 


so giaa you are enjoying la naumont. Perhaps a 

picture will be made of her career some day, and it stile seems to 
me it would be interesting. n m v . 

* 1 m so happy to have your nice letter.. 


Thursday, January 31st, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

Today has been distinctly on the hurly-burly side, and 
the ensuing memo will- be of no interest, so if you are 
pressed for time, just skip it and you will have missed nothing. 

1 got a shot this morning and X am accordingly feeling 
quite up to snuff, as the re-aotion always seems to be immediate. 

And I could stand normaloy again, for there was been much carrying 

on. With one crew working in the bamboo to cleat out the 
dead stalks, and another crew removing the brick pavement from 
the gallery and doing all sorts of strange things with huge 
pries and jacks, and the usual enouraberance of passing 
pilgrims, not to mention a pin point drizzle, and 

you can readily imagine I was entranced when first drak finally put 
in its quieting appearance. 

It seems there is a new wrinkle on the Shreveport- 
Cloutierville front, just come into view. A t seems Dr. Wenk 
i8 going in for a big of two office business, with Shreveport 
being given the advantage of his presence from Monday until Friday 
morning, and Cloutierville the balance of the week. This 
of course means that this bend of the river will doubtlessly be 
honored by visitations on Friday^, Saturdays and possibly a bit 
of Sundays, at least until the Cloutierville property is 
disposed of, which, let us hope, may not be too long in being 
accomplished. 

I saw Celeste for a few moments this morning. She reports 
a delightful frolic in ^ew Orleans, attending the races and heaven 
knows what all. She left right after lunch today, heading for 
Mansura where she will spend the night and tomorrow morning will 
pick up M adam Regard and return here. 

I learned today that when J. H. got off the plane to stretch 
hie legs a bit at Baton Rouge the other day, on his return to 
Hew (J rleans from Alexandria, he discovered the General's wife 
getting off the same plane. They had both been in the-same 
machine from Albexandria to Baton nouge but didn't chance to see 
each other. The lady had been spending a week with kin folks in 
Shreveport while the General was in -“ew ork. I marvel 
at the way people do get around, but envy them not at alb. 

. • • 
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1 got around to read a oouple of pages from the Fosdiok 
book, lest night, --"The “an From Nazareth". It contains 
muoh data on the Palestine of the 1st century, together 
with no end of research concerning the Tarious religious 
groups, social customs and so o n and is altgoether informative. 

As in the case of one or two other religious books I have read 
during the past year, it strikes me if a minister would 
read a chapter each week instead of floundering around in 
his pulpit, wrestling with a lot of hocum which means little 
or nothing to any of his parishoners, he would do well, and 
might even end up by getting a more fulsome congregation. 

And speaking of religious, I had to put a little in 
practice today, although God will scaroeJ.y forgive me for my 
avarice, for 1 aoted with secret yearning for what I 
gave away. Wuite out of no where oame a kitten, perhaps 
half grown who was sitting on my doorstep last evening. What 
at tkracted me to the animal was his affectionate personality, 
and the fact that jjis k gray and white coloring was almost 
identical to that of Die Frau, i could easily use another cat 
and I think it would be nice to have such a perfectly matched pair 
*ut I had heard that the overseer's cat had died a couple 
of months tack and he had been casting about for one and so I 
sent junior Die Frua along to him • and this morning at the store 
he told me how pleased he was with his new pet and that 
before going to bed last night he was doubly pleased when the 
new pet caught a rat . slap, and so A>ie Frau and I remain alone, 
but the overseer doeSn t and I am glad for pet and master they are 
hitting It off, apparently, to each other s satisfaction vut 
I still could use the second cat. * » "” D 

I find myself wondering about the -oliticaj. pots that 
seem to be cooking around the coun ry, --flew Hampshire this week 
and from then on until the convention, 1 suppose. Purely “r. Taft 
thinks he has a chance to win the nomination or he wouidn t be 
beating the drum from Wisconsin to Florida. And althougfi 
it seems preposterous, I suppose there is a change he might receive 
the nod, for surely none of the professional politicians who 
run the Chicago Convention in June are really going to want the 
General as standard bearer, for were the General to be nominated 
and elected, the Republican politicians would find themselves 
having little or no oontrol over the President, „_a 
sensation the Republican politicians have never experienced, 

I suppose, since the death of Lincoln, or possibly Johnson.*1 
certainly didn t understand how Taft won such a thmmping viotory 
in Ohio in race for a Senator's seat, and I can't believe he would 
win so impressively, were he to run for the Fresidenoy, in fact 
I would pray he might be trounoed, but I suppose it is’possible he 
might get the nomination and win, - I hope not. Rut now I 
must fold, happy to have had your two letters this week 


Friday, February 1st, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

According to the calendar, tomorrow is Ground Rog Lay, but 
so far as today and I am concerned, it must be hot dog, lust 
after going through the grinder, so far as I am concerned. At 
least that is the way L feel, and for no other reason that the 
outlandish doings of the Wenks. 

To begin with, it poured all day, much to my regret, 
for the excavations made under Yucoa yesterday, with a view of 
setting blocks under the new sills, were soon filled with water 
running to the lower levels of the holes dug, and soon filling 
tnem to their full three foot depth Jffaturally the workmen 
couldn t do anything, and will be lucky if they can even take a 
craok at things by Monday, ^ut sometime during t e week the 
job w 11 be undertaken, much'to my regret, for it wll be 
accomplished long before the earth beneath the new foundations 
will have properly dried and solidified. 

Three times today A got soak, but toroughly — 
digging ditches at Arenbourg, digging ditohes at’Yucca and 
finally getting a drenching when I discovered cows had 
invaded Melrose and were chewing up the camellias. Then 
I thought l would have a hot bath, but pilgrims, —colored 
pilgrims arrived, .-school teachers who pass Melrose every week day 
and of course they would have to select uoh a time when everything 
was under water to have a go-round. Rkturally had they ean 
white folks, would have merely said "No Go",*but if 1 said 
so to colored, they probably never would come back, mistaking my 
invitation for a more favorable tour as a polite way of saying No. 

And then it was supper time, and as the four hundred thousand 
units of yesterday s shot- far a touch of cold, or perhaps just 
plain exhaustion induced Ae to eat nothing but bread and milk 
which 1 like very much, although Eugene dined on fried ohicken. 

And we ate alone, since Ben went this morning to Fort "orth for 
some cattle show, and J. n . was in Monroe. I learned from 
Eugene the ladies across the fence had returned this morning andl 
thought of passing by to say. Rowdy, but I was too exhausted 
and instead, simply oame home, jumped into a hot tub and before 
6:30 was streohed out on my downy couch. 
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A half hour later and someone tapped lit my door. It was 
Lioyd, the eldest Went offspring, *s I opened the door, he 
said; Supper is ready", but when he w saw me in my bathrobe, 
he asked if 1 would rather have his ^other bring supper over here. 

I would not. And so I got dressed and went over to the big house 
finding the lady pretty high. She offered me a drink and I 
was glad to accept. I ate some supper. She asked if we 
might sit in the library. We might, —and did, and the children 
were diddling back and forth, as was their dappled daxhund. 

Sister asked me if she could borrow my belt. I gave it to her. 

She got up and beat her daughter. Then one of the boys passing 
in back of the sofa said the dog was sick. Servants were screamed 
for and there was much a£o. She was telling me about denouncing 
her mother-in-law. Then one of the c ildren came running in 
to say the dog was flattened on the gallery and was dying. The 

doctor had gone to bed, but was summoned. The dining room table 

was used for an examination table. The dog had convulsions, and 
I held it while the doeotr administered sedatives. I opined 
the dog had bitten into a rat,jelled by 1080 poison, and explained 
castor oil was the antidote. There was no castor oil in 

any of the houses, and nobody,had a key to the store. Sister 

went to u eleste's to inquire about some, and ended up by denouncing 
her because her name had appeared in the Simes_*icayune a couple 
of years ago as distress of “elrose . She denounced her, apparantl 
on a neap o^ scores. She returned to the big house but nobody 
voipnteered getting castor oil from local neighboring stores. 

*h« ns** dog cont nued his convulsions, and Sister said what 
he needed was soda and water. The doctor demurred, saying the 
jaws were locked and pouring water into his moutfc through his 
clinched teeth would suffocate him, and so “ister tookxxxxx charge 
and pouf oceans of soada water in and about his mouth and head. 

■fhe dog cohvulsed violently and died.. 

■ t hen there really was a commotion and Sister explained 
to the several negroes abput that Geleste is a bastard and a son of a 
Ditch and that she wouldn t spend the night on the same plantation 
where she was. Eventually I got her quieted down a little, 
and after a few ( secret conferences between her and M attie, the 
cook, who doe an t like ^eleste, I got "ister up stairs, went 
to Geleste s Ml and got the'doctor who had gone there, 1 suppose, 
to apologize for his wife c behavoir, and here 1 am. I 

did ? ig ??u in . not leCti ?S ^ister come here, and naturally 
with people like that, had ■‘■.intimated I wasn't up to par, 
there would haV6 been so much additional excitement, 1 wouldn't 
yet ‘ But _ no £ 1 am » and have given you a glimpse of - 
aDd Q0W 1 8ha11 read a P a Se from ir. Fosdick, and 
then fold up my beard, and is that bed going to feel good.... 



Sunday, February 3rd, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

There is' so much to be thankful for, if one would 
but cast about for one’s blessings. In the first place, 
the weather has been cool and clear, not too cool, not 
too clear, and cloudy enough yesterday so the old Ground 
Hog didn't see his shadow. 

And although we had the ‘‘enks on our hands Saturday 
afternoon until dark, they, too, added a blessing by going 
home, and it will not be before Friday, I hope, that we have 
another go-round. ' 

*nd it would appear, too, that the Gioutierville venture 
will not be long lived, either, and when it passes out, there 
will be no excuse for us to be honored by their presence every 
7 days. I learned only this evening that the lady doctor is 
planning to set up a drug store in Gloutierville, —the first 
it has ever hand, and to hold a clinic down there twice a 
week, and that another Natchitoches doctor is planning to 
hold clinics there the day the lady doctor remains in town. 

That ought to just about take the cream off the medioal gouging 
on Fridays and Saturdays, and so, once the clinic has been 
opened,' there ought to be no financial excuse for thb Shreveport 
department to descend on the Gane “iver country like a locust. 


My s.Mffles seem to be lingering on and a slight 
headache suggests I would do well to fold up my beaid 
early tonight, which -i- think I shall do. 

I had expected to do just that right after returning 
from dinner across the fence today, but just as I got 
ready to flatten out my old secretary, Murel, appeared 
on the scene, unheralded and unexpected, ne looks fine and 
plans to be her for two or three days before going to Galifornia 
to head out for i*ew Brunswick, H. J, t whence he will denart 
for Germany. In short, — and he is quite short, - he is 
getting a glimpse of the world, and as he acquired himself 
a bride in Galifornia, he has something to look forward to by 
way of establishing a home on his return to civilian life. 

After he had departed, I took a hot toddy and heavy it 
was with whiskey, and started to collapse when the Mayor of 
Natchitoches knocked on my door. We seldom see each.other 


I 
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Monday, February 4th, 1952. 


hut we are good friends, nevertheless, and I was glad 
to meet the two couples he brought with him. One 
of the couples hailed from Shreveport, the other,— 
and Judge and Mrs, ‘^llson. came from Bosto n. Mass. 

I gave them a fair tour, reversing the usual progress, 

since they had arrived at ray doorstep. Me accordingly 

ended up in the library of the big house, where I thought 

I would show them, among other things, the -Lafayette 

masonio apron, - asking them anyone present might 

be a “‘ason. They laughed, as did I, when it turned out 

that «Judge »«ilson is supreme mogul of all Masonio confabs 

in uorth America, - or some suoh, —and the other gentleman 

was something in the same organization in the South. Naturally 

they were entranced at what they had to see, and the Judge 

immediately asked me if 1 thought there would ever be a 

chance of placing the apron along side George Washington's 

Masonic emblems in the Scottish Eights "uilding in Washington, 

or on the lay to Alexandria, Va,, or whfcre ever the building 

is. A remember the monumen quite well, but hadn't thought 

about it in years. I told him A thought that should be 

its eventual resting place and concurred with him that 

such an historic relic somehow loomed larger than just 

a mere piece of privat property, se said he was going 

to write me about it on his return to Boston. I 

shall handle the letter as circumstances develops, for A 

don t want to let m it be a wedge by which the whole 

libfary might slip. 

Just after the Mayor ahd his party had left, Mr. kerry 
tapped at ray door, as I was heading out for a,bite of supper 
across the fenoe. Me is the father fo Bessie s two children,-- 
u rellia's sister, if you reoall. hie wife died a couple of 
months ago and he asked me what 1 thought about him marrying 
Bessie. 1 told him 1 thought he should, Me said he had 
made up his mind and had come tij> ask if he could get 
Bessie baptised at St. Augustin s before her mAariage, if 
I would stand as her godfather.- I told hi I would be 
proud to do so., - and so he went off happy and A went on 
my.way with a headache. 

■but enough of my ailments^ and besides, tomorrow's dawn 
will see the workman jacking up the house, I suppose,-and 
I had better get some shut-eye, so A may be a-stir before 
they get to going. 

The graes looks so green and pretty and the plants so 
heavy with buds that it is a inspiration just to walk 
in the open air. Mope you had an opportunity to do so toaay.... 


Memorandum: 

t 

Now that Spring is supposed to’be in the offing, the 
thermometer is dropping, and tonight's low is predicted at 
35, which clearing skies during the night and sunshine and cold 
for the morrow. As frost gets in its work at about 42, I be¬ 
stirred myself to drape a few of the more delicate things at 
Yucca and Arenbourg, for even though 36 wouldn't "cook" anything, 
still a covering will prevent the more delicate * edges from 
getting curled up into an unpleasant brown coloring. 

t t i 

From the undated enclosure, probably posted on Friday, — 
the cancellation wa blurred, I notice the "second" shipment 
has been transferred. From that 1 take it the bulk of 
the business has been effected, although 1 am not certain if 
the "second" meant the final or not. Anyway, I hope you aren't 
bogged down-by all the trash, and if ever it becomes oumbersoms, 
and a repository is required, yo u will always, of course, feel 

free to house the same down this way somewhere if you oare to do so, 

, , » 

The colored supervisor of the house jacket-uppers did 
not appear today, as he is down with the influenza. I reokon 
lots of people are - , and 1 suppose I was lucky in taking the 
shot on Thursday which, without realizing the virus was 
in the offing, A may have knoced it in the head when 1 was 
intending that the stuff should be concentrated on another 
seotion. Anyway, my headache has vastly improved and while 
I have a bit of huskiness in the throat, l am otherwise alright. 

■°y good fortune, »*. n . ^ent me a nice warm shirt as a gift today, — 
and while I usually don t go in for heavy shirts, this one 
is timely, what with the thermometer sagging, and I shall 
make the most of it on the morrow. 

After the hutly-burly of uncontrolled emotionalism and 
crack-brained doings of Sister on Friday and Saturday, I shouldn't 
have supposed I could have re-acted_ sympathetically to any 
form of emotionalism on the following Monday, but 1 did this 
morning, although it was in quite a different category. 

It happened this morning about 7 when I‘ responded to a 
tap on my door. There stodd a stalwart iSthopian youth, perhaps 
about 25, crying softly, an occasional brush of a big paw, 
to eradicate the tears. I couldn't imagine what was 
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"worrying" him hut concluded that whatever it was a glass of 
wine and a chair by the fire might make his speech a little 
more comprehensive. It turned out that he had been delegated by 
the congregation of 5t. Gary’s on the Bayou at yesterday Y s 
meeting to act as a bearer of a "pronouncement", as he styled 
it, addressed to me. I had sent the Church a plate and it seems 
the congregation wanted to say thanks in some formal manner, and 
so said "pronouncement" had been composed f —and I'll bet 
it was something, —and the youth entrusted with delivery this 
morning. But on the way, —he had ridden up on horseback, 
the "pronouncement" somehow had Jogged out of his pocket. 

It was not yet dawn when he had arrived at ^elrose and after dayligh 
he had re-traced his steps, which had taken him across the bayou 
and .Little Hiver, but he hadn't been able to find it, and so 
he had come to confess his fault. I felt sorry for the poor 
thing naturally and I thought up a lie slap off and asked 
him if he would flelp me in carrying it out, for, as I ex¬ 
plained, I would write a letter to the congregation, thanking 
them for their "pronouncement" and assuring them that their 
message was vastly appreciated. The tears stopped flowing and 
a big smile broke over his worried countenance. He thought 
that was wonderful, --and so I...fell to on the old Underwood 
and knocked off quite a grandiloquent manifesto which I thought 
the som what pretentious preacher would relish unreeling before 
his flock on next Sunday, and so sent of this "messenerger 
of the Godly", happy as a clam, with renewed promises that he 
would search diligently for the lost "pronouncement" and bring it 
slap back to me if he found it. I saw nothing more of him 
today, so 1 assume he had no luck. 

Blythe brought some peole this afternoon, - the Graftons 
from Oyster Bay, -^ong ■ L sland. She also brought me a bottle of 
Taylor's port and a flock of chicken salade sandwiches for 
a midnight supper, and I shall make the most of them Grandpa 
would love what I am going to hand out to Die Frau afcout the 
same time, for Grandpa loved wild duck, and Sister brought me 
a roasted one from Shreveport, wh ch I imradlately set aside for 
^ie Frau, for I don't care for good wild duck, and although 
this one was presented as being extra special, I feel sure 
Die Frau will relish it more than I. 

It was supper time by the time the Band contingent had 
Departed and Y. C. was waiting to run through the mail, which 
I did at break neck speed, i hage but a vague notion as to 
what Daisey in the Dell had to say, but save for her reference 
to Weeks, 1 think there wasn't qnything in particular, but 
I send it along regardless. It has been nice having this 
little chat, and dow I must knock off a few letters 0 f no 
i port, and then have a page of the Fosdick i*a a coude 
of sandwiches, and thence to bed. ’ F 


Tuesday, February 5th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 


How nice to have your up-town—down-town letter and 
may 1 thank yon with all my heart for every line. 

The nicest thing a^out kindred souls is that they 
can share each other s perspectives, whether sunlit or 
shadowed, and I thank you unendingly for your generosity in 
.this respect. , 

It does seem like premonition, doesn't it, that I 
should have brought up the matter of the Francois Gassion 
item. And thanks to your account of how the merry-go-round 
turps, it is but natural that I should fully appreciate all 
the circumstances. As regards the Francois Gassion item, 
it takes considerable negotiating but I have a feeling 
that I shall eventually be successful. If so, - or even if not,- 
I shall advise you, and in the event of success, I shall 
sit on the item.until such a time as you may wish me to 
make disposition of it. I must say it sounds a little like 
a husband giving his non-srao^g wifQ a of-cigars for 
Christmas, since, if successful in the undertaking already 
inaugurated, I shall end up by securing a gift from 
which I shall get all the enjoyment, —at least for a little 
while. But, were the situation reversed, I guess I would 
like the item even better, through association, were it 
eventually to arriv to or through that route. 

I think it perfectly wonderful that you have been able to 
keep an even keel under the circumstances that must have been 
and still are continuing to swirl about y 0 u. hand, it 

would seem like a wonderful opportunity for a little 
returning visiting on kin folks down yonder, but that isn t 
to be considered, of course. For all the g draw-backs, 
there may be one glimmer of silver lining in the fact that 
so much plunder about ought to supply a perfect alibi 
for discov.ragingreverse visitors fro down yonder all 
from the flock of educational instiatuitons they represent 
closer to home. 

A nd how sweet of you to mention the matter of the 
birthdays. How sweet of you and how exactly like you. 

These little celebrations have really represented more than you 
can ever imagine, - or rather and more precisely, you are 
the only one in the world who can possibly relaize how 
much they have meant. It goes without saying, of course, 
that it is my most sincere wish that yo u decline 


-1- U 
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atteudanoe on the birthday parties whenever that 

seems wise, and the "children" will go right on growing Wednesday, February 6th, 1952. 

in the mean time, and whenever we get ready to push further 
delights in that department, it can be as readily resumed 
one year as the next. 


I laughed at your comparison of yourself with the old hen 
sitting on too many eggs, and 1 need scarcely repeat if the 
nest over gets over-crowded, you will roll Just as many 
as you please in this direction for safe keeping. 

I was vastly depressed tonight when 1 discovered that 
during the absence of the head carpenter, a flock, of no- 
account field l^ans had been turned loose on *uoca, and 
what they didn t do and left undone was monumental, ending 
up the day by filling in all the eyoavations and carefully 
replacing the brick pavement which long before dawn on the 
morrow 1 shall tear up before any of them ar a-stir. The 
, head carpenter is sick with influenza and will probably be 
out of oircumaton for at least a week. I am hoping I can 
hold everything in the unskilled labor department until 
he returns, if not I shall find myself just about where 
£ "J! 1 daau S uratQd this business, —and the Blessed 
fortnight 11 continue to my bath for at least another 

ooo !! iU 6n;l0y the letter, for Miss M yra always 

seems to have something interesting to tell Curiously 
enough she touches on iron coffins about which I have done 
considerable research, and more remarkable, she mentions 
one at Hoeedale without ever dreaming that Hosedale is 
the new name of the former Shadey Grove plantation of 
JJ “ and that thQ iron coffin is none other 

P arttc ular to -iss Myra so she can bounce 
it in the diction of the ^errills, and they will probably 
be slap happy to add some details to their puzzling coffins. 

the 600d fortune to hear the Hunts on 
«L? S ht ?° ing t J° J Barr y thing, "The old *ady shows 
Her Medals . I was glad I stumble on-to it before "ourtain 
^ 8H ? 80 ,?°^ 0nJoy throughout. I recall the movie 

in !! hlch Gary Goo P er played the solider's part and 
liked tie show ever so much. If memory serves,- 1 reckon 
we may have spoken of it at the time it was released. I 

a 9 ?!! 1 ;*? 0 anci0nt char women in the piece all of whom were 
splendid. 

qHnkart i v,? h v n ^ f ° r sendir3 £ along so promrtly the 

f^ ialc0 5 8 t l 1 had ask0d * A Billion other things to 

talk about but they must wait. Again.my thanks for your own good sself 


^morandum: 

Curious, in this day of instantaneous news transmission, 
how many hours sometimes elapse between the airing of the 
event and the moment I stumble over it, I think I 
have mentioned how in Hatchez on December 7th, 1941, 

1 blissfully moved through more than half a day without 
hearing anything about the doings at Bearl Harbor. 

TodayEngland’s king had been dead for ever so long 
before someone remarked about Britain's new Queen, and 
I qias astonished. * 

I missed the Dowell 'Thomas broadcast tonight but did 
catch up with iSdward E. ^orrow but as he did not mention 
at what hour this morning the news was released, I still 
don t know at what hour the announcement was released, but 
I assume it -.ay have been around 7 or 8 o 1 clockathis morning. 

I heard a 2 a.m, boradcast of news but there was nothing 
of raucfc moment in that one, and nothing out of Dondon. 

At 5;30 I be-stirred myself and spent the succeeding 4 or 5 
hours tearing up the bricks on the back gallery, taking 
up the floor of the w hapel, and digging like a beaver which 
accounts for my failure to keep up with current events. 

I was frankly astonished to find those no account workers 
• % M . f . yesterday had buried the sills supporting the Chapel and 

along the gallery up to the Windows' of my boudoir "under 
a foot of damp earth, and in the ^hapel, had nailed down 
“the flooring slap on top of the earth, and bricked over 
the section of the gallery where the sill ran. It doesn't 
take mucji imagination to guess about how long a wood sill, 
supporting- the vast weight of Yucca, might be expected to last, 
lying buried in damp soil. I contacted «^. m. at 
6:30, told him the results of yesterday's labor were 
unsatisfactory and that 1 hoped the proper supervisor would 
be making around soon He said it is difficult to anticipate 
when the man might get over his influenza and a desire for 
a vacatio r I said I didn't mind waiting a week or a 
month or a*year, in fact I preferred a tore up Chapel and 
gallery to a semblance of perfection that was so artificial 
that the seeds of destruction were germinating every day in 
the buried sills. And sotonight the sills are exposed to 
the circulation of air and can stay that way indefinitely so 
far as I am concerned The combination of a firm foundation and 
a pleasant facade is m uch to be desired, but if 0 ne must 
do without both, I 

i ? ‘ -_3 



am 
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I am glad to accept the firm foundation in contrast to 
the gloss of an unconvincing veneer, and in a way I am 
hoping it may be a while before the work is resumed, since 
every day of a disordered appearance means just that 
much more opportunity for the dampened sills to dry out, 

“oraetime last night Dr. ifileanor paid a professional call 
on ^adam Regard who has spent a couple of days in bed. She 
has had a cold but is now up and around again The lady 
doctor left some cold medecine for me some kind of 
capsules, half red, half white, but what they are 
made of, I wouldn't know. I began taking them at 9 
this morning and feelevor so much better tonight. The 
plantation negroes, if they have faith in a physician, are 
always saying: "he hage good medecine", —with much accent 
on the good part. I have always had faith in Dr. Eleanor's 
medeoine, but I suspect the work-out I gave myself before 
dawn probably did as much as anything to got circulation 
goingfotaigbfclyin sheer whimsoy I struck a new note in 
boudoir dedors by suspending & branl from the oeillng just 
above ray armohair behind this desk w ere i am want to 
park when 0 perating the reading maohine. It may turn out 
to be a temporary thing, _ and I may leave it as a permanent 
feature. I reokon you are acquainted ‘with the word, "branl" 
which may or may not be the correct spelling of the thing which 
may or may not appear in English or American dictionaries. It 
is one of those contraptions about the shape of a big tortoise 
shellabout 3feet in length and 2 feet in width. I suppose 
it has been used for ages in lieu of a cradle, as a place 
of safe keeping for an infant. I remember that of henry lV 
at the Chateau of ■ c au which, in reality, was a big 
tortoise shell. h u t the ante helium Cane River ones 
were of lighter material, theframe being of light wood, ~ 
a single eliptioal piece of wood about the thiokaess of 
an average sized bamboo cane. A piece of'-lowells, semi¬ 
circular in shape, was fitted on to this frame, a hem like 
bit of sewing guaranteeing complete firmHess, regardless of 
how heavy the baby might be. Over the lowells or u snaburg 
a semi-circular covering of the same material was draped, 
and the edges drawn neatly together by tape, - cotton tape, 

3 or 4 inches inside the irarae, - and withal beneath the 
side where the child is plaed. Four cords tied to the 
frame and all of them, - the chrds, - joined in a knot 
3 or 4 feet above the contraption may be suspended from 
the ceiling where ever conveninent. This of course has 
the advanta.e of getting the infant out from underfioot and 
as the thing will swing endless at a single gentle touch, 
may sooth the child into s3ieep or seasickness, I suppose. 

These items are still used in remote negro cabins but 
many people, even*! . * 

this latest wrinkle.°. u .^. sl ' ariaHS have r * 5vor seen, - hence 


f 
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Thursday, February jfth, i>952. 


iiemoaanduraj 

Noturally, the "pronouncement" would have been more 
extensive as a document, but the enclosed note, sent in substitution 
of the lost document, is wonderfully illustrative, —what 
with the big blot slap in the middle of the page. It 
almost seems to me I can hear the ^adam ahuckling and muttering: 

"I declare, those niggers are sights." 

The weather is cloudless and warming, after another heavy 
frost last night, and summei: is'scheduled to be upon us again 
tomorrow. 

I like the idea of lots'of sunshine, and am "holding 
the thought" it may the sooner eradicate my cold. 

Dr. Knipmeyer remarked he had had a note from the Wenks 
regarding some matter or other, and they said they would drop 
in to see him on Friday. Tomorrow, I take it, is going 
to be a day, but it certainly will not be a duplicate of last 
Friday, what with no dappled daxhund to serve as oounter irritant. 

I was disappointed to learn this evening that the 
one head carpehter on whom I had counted a6 being capable 
of 'repairing Yucca had been called away somewhere or other and 
wasn't likely to return to this area. But I am glad there 
is circulation of air about the sills of the house, and if 
the back gallery remains a pile of briok and a heap of earth, 
and the Chapel as void as a foresaken barn, I can afford 
to wait for an ultimate restoration. In the mean time, there 
is ample room in my bath fdr the Blessed “^artin while the candle¬ 
sticks and the stained glass can continue their "vacation" 
in the West room of Yucca. 

Although I missed Lowell J ‘horaas ton ght, I did catch up 
with iidward R. sorrow, and waft, of course, delighted to hear 
the exerpts from his radio speech' of earlier today, concerning 
the late Mng and the first bow made by the new Queen. I 
suppose a transoription of the entire speech may be tracked down 
on a rebroadoast somewhere or other later this evening, and 
that will be a pleasure to hear. 


V 
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A shimmering disk., all shiney and magenta in coloring, 
and withal transparent, came as quite a surprise to me as 
I opened a carton containing a Talking Book that quite an 
innovation. As you know, all records in the past, ■‘—like 
the usual commercial ones, have been op%que and black. Somehow 
this sudden explosion of color was like an unexpected 
rocket illuminatinga midnight sky. If'the world ever 
gets too dark in it outlook, I can always grab one of these 
disks and toy merely glancing through it, instantly turned 
the apperance of things into a colorful spectacle, even though 
magenta is not my favorite shade. 

'fhe book is "France, a “hort nigtory by Albert Guerard, or 
some such name, a W. W. Norton, 1946 publication. * sampled 
a couple of pages. The material seems interesting, the recording 
exceptionally fine, seemingly quite free from any mechanical 
buzz, murmur or scrape or scratch, with only the voice of the reader 
being present in this lovely platter of plastic. 

In today's mail came a letter, the reading of which reminded 
me of the brick layer, vainly searching for employment, in 
a market that was crying for brick layers. On applying for 
a job, the contractor whose building projects were languishing 
for want of labor, welcomed him with open arms hut'told him he 
much submit =.his Union membership job before going towork, or 
the other laborers, all U n i on ra en, would lay down their trowels. 
Accordingly the man, happy at his good fortune in finding work, 
rushed off to the Union heaqarters and asked for membership. 

The Union elcomed all new members but explained no card could 
be issued to anyone unemployed, explained the assured 
job awaiting nothing but the Union membership card, but 
the card couldn't be issued until'he was actually employed, — 
and although I never heard the end of the tale, but x assume the 
brick layer simply starved -to death. 

I mentioned the other day, 1 think, that I contemplated doing 
something by way of a glass object suggestive of the African 
House. I inquired of Corning Glass who advised me they supplied 
glass to manufacturers only, and that said manufacturers created 
the desired finished products. And they kindly recommended a 
concern, - one of their customers, in •‘-nAianana. I communicated 
with the latter whereupon they responded they would be glad 
to put on the finishing touches to a y object I had in mind but 
the Corning Glass Company would have to do the manufacturing. 

Thus, so far as that first sally goes in this particular line, 
I find myself "up a tree" as it were. 

Well, so things turn. M 
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Friday, February 8th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

x pause to knock wood, — 8 o'clock and not a Wenk in 
sight; I'm wondering if it is possible, they decided to 
camp in their fine mansion in Cloutierville and snub us, — 

I hope. 

And it is pleasant to report that I seem to have 
glimpsed the "corner" in the health department, for 
I get the impression-I am about to perk up. 

There was ample shnshine all over the place today, 

' and the radio predicted high temperatures, but a cool 
breeze made a light jacket feel good. I busied , 
myself behind hedges most of the day, and so didn t 
mind’ the breeze. 6 

I was gL d Mr. Morrow gave a recording tonight of 
the Manifesto, issued by the British 2rivy Council, pro¬ 
claiming Slzabeth Queen. I suppose the original 
broadcast, _„I believe he said as much, took place on 
a balcony of St. J ames' Palace this morning, _ Feb. 8th. 

I was accordingly‘impressed when the official's 

words which were quite distinct, gave the, date as 

Febuary 6th, __"this February 6th," I believe was the 

way it was stated. This must represent a bit of 

setting the clock back business, which b oth Britains 

ana -American^ seem to like to indulge in now and 

then After all, if memory serves, it seems to me Congress 

has h way of stopping the clock at noon when a session, 

slated for termination at that point, exceeds the 

limit. That the King died on the 6th may be the 

reason for dating the ascention of the new sovereign 

on the same date, although on the 6th she was on 

a.other continent and wasn't sworn in until the 8th. 

Surely none of this is of the slightest importance, but 
I, who am not much of a stickler on dates, was 
impressed by the discrepancy. 

I saw Celeste for a moment this morning. She seems to 
be in a happy frame of mind, the more so, perhaps, b cause 
one of her nephew's fiiends and J oe Hegard himself, 
were up from ^ew Iberia for the night and will remain 
until the morrow, —some school doings at the college, x believe. 
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Sunday, February 10th, 1952, 


I thought it just as well not to ask. about what plans 
the ladies have for the week end. Celeste told me she was 
leaving in the morning to sepnd Saturday and Sunday in Manaura 
where a niece is getting married. Madam Regard, now ijip and 
about, told me yesterday she wasn t going if she didn t feel 
much better, I'm wondering where, if any, la Montespan comes in 
under the circumstances, and the more so because of the 
probability that the Wenks might be all over the place on 
the morrow. It would seem I am not the only one who is annoyed 
by such uncertainties 

The. Gueard (?) "Short history of France" seems to 
be as excellent a book of its type as I have run acrosss. 

The author writes with profundity, clarity and wit, - all 
rare Qualities and especially among historians. I am 
skimmed through but a few pages anda still twenty or 
thirty thousdand years before recorded History and so 
am willing to take the man's word for anything’he has to 
say, since I don p t pass for knowing anything about pre¬ 
historic History. I hope I may get a break over the week¬ 
end so that I can get as far as Catherine de Medici, at 
least or I might even be satisfied if I could catch up 
with Francoisl, for things might become a^ bit recognizeable 
by that late date It goes without saying, however, that 
I am frankly * patient to crack ..pen the and 18th 

centuries, and I feel awfully noble to have thus far resisted 
the temptation to kangarou through the earlier chapters. 

ihe annual miracle of spring becomes more and mo e 
evident in the ranks of the trees named in honor of Badin 
Soulange, for the magnolias that were first in.the flower 
parade are now replacing the pinks and purples with a 
tendef green of new blown leaves, 2 or 3 inches in length. 

I don t remember having seen sucfc an opulence of greenery 
so early in the year and I can only piously express the hope 
that these trees know perfectly well what they are up to, —al¬ 
though 1 doubt if they do. But there is something altogether 
delightful in all this assortment of green shadings on 
every hand, but getting a very clear picture of all these 
pre-schedule appearances, and somehow or other there is 
something about it all that is as difficult to get clear in 
one's mind as comprehending the finer points in a 
picture of ,a white swan eating mar shine Hows In a snow storm. 

u ver this week end, I shall be "holding the thought" 
that a measure of peace and elbow room may be yours and that 
you may be able to do lots of Just plain Nothing” . “ 


Memorandum: 

How much I wish you may have had a measure of the unexpected 
quiet that obtained in this area over the week end. 

Although the £>hrefeport contingent descended on 
Jloutierville, they never did show up at this bend of 
the river, —and may that h custom, having once inaugurated 
itself, go right on functioning for ever. 

I had expected the widow of the banker, r ierson, this 
afternoon, but although that lady couldn't make it, her 
son, who stepped into papa's shoes as President of the 
Natchitoches institution came 1^ her place, bearing with him 
an angel food cake from ftis mama and a mighty fine 
cake it is. * 

Before the Pierson faction had departed, an Arkansas 
posse, ^announced, put in an appearance, and I put down 
my foot. Ben came over just after the Piersons had left, 
but our little chat was interrupted by thearrival of 
Br. Fletcher of Southwestern who brought several savants 
with him.. We talked everything from national politics 
to the latest wrinkle in botany, and as two of the gentlemen 
in the Fletaher party we e experts in the horticultural field, 

I was glad to be able to give them some cuttings from plants 
with which they were unacquainted. 

And after they had finally departed, there were other 
people, - a flock of biddies from heaven knows where, but to 
them I said Ho, and finally as night was coming down, 

I got around to read a page’or two from the Guerard book. 

Albert Gueard, so far as the 17th century goes, is definiteekt 
on the St. ^imon level rather than the Voltaire. If memory 
serves me correctly, it was Voltaire who said that Louis XIV 
had aenough stuff about him to make 4 kings and an honest man, 
wh},le St. Sirao^ never understood his own age, though 
Quatrozemighty muddle headed. Guerard, for no apparantl reason, 
gives Quatorze the briefest'brush off, and like St. Simon, 
finds the a un Ling ho pelessly bourgeois because he selected 
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trains like those of Oolbert, to administer his Government. 

Oddly e ough, Mapoleon 3rd gets much more space that Quatorze, and 
somehow tis seems doubly puzzling since the Second Empire 
gets quite a lot of space for civic improvements, whereas, I think, 
the i proveraents instituted by Quatorze tremendously surpased 
anything the third Napoleon had to offer. It must be the 
fashion to disdain the 17th century for I cannot belive that 
a person of Gueard's obvious erudition could be unmindful of 
the mighty twist -Suropean civilization took as a result of 
Quatorze having lived. 

ne doesn't do much about the 18th century either, although 
he does state^that the 1750's were perhaps one of the best 
decades people not only of France but the world ever knew, and that 
Mme. de Pompadour was one of the most intelligent women 511 st 
that stage of the world's develoceraent.. It isn t important, 
but it is interesting that Gueard remarks that tfle Arts flourished 
under Mme. de Pompardour who was assisted by the Marquis de 
Marigny He doesn'traention that -iarigny wasMmei de Pompadour's 
brother* and, of course, owed his situation to her. 

Still it is a good book t and exceedingly happily phrased, and 
while I think, the author has utterly ailed to appreciate 
the remarkable attributes of the 17th century, still he 
must be congratulated for his paragia hs on other centuries. 

It ^.8 so warm tonight and the moon so wonderfully bright, 

I couldn t resist the temptation to arrange a little musicale 
on the r-ins of the back gallery where, in spite of the heaps 
of brickg, earth and timbers, I rigged up a comfortable 
"lolling' chair and a fineassortraent offavoriterecords from 
Tchaikovski to Caballero and back again, with o^iy St. Giggin, 
u ie Frau and me to hold down our acoustomed places. 


Among our feathered friends there seems to be a step up 
in domestic activities. In the old pecene at the corner 
of the fence beyond the front gallery a ;pair of red headed 
wood peckers are drilling away mightily, and somehow finding 
time to talk while they work, —an accomplishment that never 
fails to elicit my admiration, I have alwqys felt that if 
old Bayer could only once sell a woodpecker on the idea of 
asperin, Bayer stooks ought to soar wonderfully, for surely 
at the end of a busy day of hammering with his beak, that particular 
bird is bound to have a ripping headache, don't you think so. 

Locally, - and I'm always delighted to hear it, the native 
population invariably call those birds peckerwoods",,,.... 
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Monday, February 11th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

h ow nice to find your sweet letter of ^ednesoay in today's 
post. It was so kind of you to write such words of solace after 
all the excitement I reported in my ^emo of a week ago. I 
am.still so entranced to have escaped all that doings this 
week. I reckon they must have set up temporary camping facilities 
in their Gloutierville mansion, and let's hope they continue 
camping there on week.ends. 

I have been holding the thought all week end that you, too, 
may have had a break,. How regenerating it is to snatch off 
a breathing spell now and then and in view of your heavy round- 
the clock program, it is to be hoped you are doubly'blessed 
with every advent of Saturday and Sunday, 

The enclosure isn't mucji, but I send it along regardless, 
and I know you will smile, as did I, at the pattern used by 
the writer who must have used about the same stencil employed 
in communicating with * v obina. 

I am impressed by your report concerning the hour at which 
the news of ^ing George's death reached you, since you hadn't 
as yet received my observations on my ovm ignorance for so many 
hours after the news was aired.. As I understand it. the period 
of official mourning will last 4 months, but I haven t ohanced to 
hear if any tentative date has been set for the coronation.I 
suppose there, will be no attempt to engineer it this Spring, 
and yet Spring or Summer seems to be the best time for suoh 
pagentry, and waiting a year hence for such festivities seems 
a little long. But I should imagine, in view of dollar 
shortages, it might be well worth while to stage the services 
at such a time as would be convenient for people the world over 
to attend, and I reckon twice as many people from other lands 
would attend if the doings were planned almost any other time 
than "inter. . I am so glad that Mr. Churchill happens to be 
in the saddle during this ohange of reigns, for he will 
undoubtedly give a note calculated to produoe a maximum of 
effect, and somehow infuse an authenticity into the business 
that no other politician could hope to achieve. It must 
be admitted, no matter what else happens, that Slizabeth 
is fortunate in taking up her septor at a time when 
such a sympathetic Prime Minister is in power. 
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I finished the Gueard book, - "France, a Short History," 
and found it good. I am still puzzled by the oasual brush- 
off given the 17th century, but other sections are handles so 
welll can like them, and looks elsewhere for the missing 17th . 

n A 

Because Guerard has a more perfect appreciation «f 
real values than do many a writer of History, for that very 
reason, I suppose, I am surprised he didn't make more of so 
many superlative values as enunciated by Quatorze. For a man 
who, after 300 years, is generally cited as the ultimate 

of autocrats, _that such a man could have placed such store 

on good manners; that a man who, as he himself declared, wasted 
too much money onmilitary glory, that such a man brought 
"la vie delicieuse" to its highest level; that a man, 
swamped by endless-details of government and family could 
still find time to bring order out of chaos and to make the 
most out of the materials at-hand; that these and a hundred 
other positive virtues should have been his, —such circumstances 
I think are imperative to be enumerated in any sketch, no matter 
how brief, of a history of France.- For as the author points 
out, there is no such thing as the French race, --it is 
simply a fusion of endless peoples from every old direction, 
and if the head of such a conglomeration of peoples during 
the longest reign in history could offer so many inspiring 
ways of formulating a pattern of life that would, if followed, 
lend emphasis to the best in every succeeding generation, then 
surely that man and some of his ideas should be worthy of re- 
itereation. 

On the plantation, like so many other places in the 
country, colds in various forms are the order of the day. Two 
of the most stalwart gentlemen, - one of strapping youth 
of 20 and the other a husky man of 40, are flattened out by 
pneumonia, iiveryone is coughing and nearly everyone com¬ 
plaining of his "miseries". There is a novel way the pneumonia 
sufferers are receiving medical attention, for at 2 or 3 
day intervals, the patients are bundled off to tow to consult 
a physician. This merely serves to remind me r of how old 
fashioned I am, for in my day pneumonia viotims wore kept in 
bed and the doctors came to see them. Hut now-a-days, the 
patient goes to see the dootor, and although I haven't heard 
what treatment is given, I suppose one or the other of 
the miracle drugs is poured into the persons throat or blood 
stream, and the patient, I hope, recovers. 

A heavy rain has been falling for the past half hour and 
I am about to make a little tour to see if all t;he ditches 
newly out to drain off water and keep it from going under 
Yucca i8 or are functioning properly. The water gates of ^ane 
Hiver have been dosed and tonight's shower should do much 
to restore the former level. H 0 much t be done and so much 
zest to do it. 


J 
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Tuesday, Feb. 12th, 1962. 


Memornadum: 


I reckon it's Lincoln's Birthday in.most places 
in the United States, but I saw nothing suggesting any 
such holiday in these parts, although in town I suppose 
the banks may have been closed. 


^in turned out quite a copious business, 
with about 3 and a half mohesf ailing within a couple 
of hours. A little to the northwest, according to 
the 6 o clock weather report this morning, it rained 
5 and three quarter inches which must have helped out depleated 
cisterns in that area considerably. 


Because I was curious to find out if the water was 
going to run into the excavations beneath Xucea I 
decided 1 would read a bit before calling it a day, and ended 
up by sticking to my book longer than I had intended. I 
am sampling a thing called "The Plymouth Adventure" by 
Earnest Gebhert, or some sueh name. It's supposed to 
be a serious fetudy, present in novel form, of the 
personalities and circumstances attending upon the esiablish- 
ment of Plymouth colony and begins with the sailing of 
the Mayflower from Southampton in early August of 1620 
It e a slow moving business, as it probably should be, but 
the wealth of detail offers an interesting _osaio of 
the little undertaking that l 0 om Qd so large in later years on 
the pages of the history books. I reckon i may never finish 
the tale if something more engaging comes to hand but 
in the absence of anything better, this item serves very 
nicely. 


— - -> - ~ ~ J. OTJ. A ouu WtUIU. 

and new leaves began unfolding in every direction I am 
particularly thankful for the high thermometer, however, be¬ 
cause of the vast success I have been having with my anti-rodent 
campaign; f or apparently ore than one four legged beast has 
folded up its beard either under the house or, in one 
or two instances somewhere within the walls, and 
were it not pbseible to have all doors,and windows wide open 
the atmosphere would certainly be intolerable. 


I 
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A letter in today’s po t came from Judge Wilson of 
the Probate Uourt of Boston, Mass, The Judge referred to 
his Tisit here a week ago and says he would like to 
have the Lafayette apron before June 1st when he steps down 
as Imperial Potentate or whatever position he holds in 
the Masonic order. Those New Englanders certainly are 
direct and work with speed, I must drop him a note in 
a oay or so, pointing out that we are inclined to move 
a bit more leisurely down this way, I can readily 
appreciate his desire to grab the apron forthwith but 
I must say his imagination appears faulty if he supposes we 
have been staggering around all these years Just waiting 
for someone to come along to say they would take it. 

Celeste reports a lovely wedding in South -Louisiana 
and says sh,e met some charming ■“atohez people whose names 
she couldn’t recall although she did remember that they 
live somewhere in Beane's neighborhood. They said ^s. 

Moore seems to be happy in her current library situation, 

I expect 1 shall be hearing from her sometime between now 
and ''hristmas making acknowledgement of reoeipt of the 
Melrose plat*. By her failure to write, she again demonstrates 
how one lets opportunities slip by oonfining one's self 
to one letter a year, for with Nodding Carter scheduled to 
be a Melrose guest.before long, the opportunity will be 
perfect for,selling him the idea of his great opportunity 
to make the most of “adarn Moore's articles for his Natchez 
limes, if only "adam “oore would let me know if she wants to 
contr bute some more things to the press. From various 
hints made in the past, she has given me the impression she 
would welcome the opportunity to print at least one article 
a week. But, on the other hand, it is quite possible she 
can handle her relations with “r. Carter to her complete 
satisfaction without me barging in to sell said Carter 
the idea of making the most of the wonderful opportunity 
he has to make a wonderful contribution of Natchez publishing 
history by publishing the ^oore fruits of a lifetime of re¬ 
search. 

Of the pleasanter sights at this bend of O an e Hiver 
at the moment are the pear trees of ^renbourg, now in 
full blossom and forming a might pretty pagent of 
white a t £inst a background of unusually limpid gre*n It's 
a bit early, - under usual circumstances, for this flowering 
in mid February, but if the frost doesn't nip the equally 
early fQrmation of the fruit, we ought to have quite 
a crop this year..... 
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Wednes ay, February 13th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Full Spring and a full day which is just another 
way of saying I shall have scant difficulty getting to 
sleep readily enough. 

Mitchell, the axe, spent the morning with me at 
Arenbourg, cutting a few trees but concentrating mostly 
on trimming crepe myrtles, purning pecanes and so on. February 
is usually the ideal time for trimming crepe myrtles but 
it is almost too late to do so this year,' what with Spring 
seemingly already upon us. 

The afternoon at -.elrose was hurly-burly enough. Andy 
gave me a hand at moving a lot of trash around,, including 
the transfer of a heap of stuff from x ucca to the upper floor 
of the African ^ouse. One doesn t have to exert much energy 
these days before water starts trickling, and I tried 
to maintain a slow motion progress, but without much success. 

I am glad to report we fished out three large rats that had 
passed out under the »eet room, thanks to the liquid 
poison recently set out for precisely that purpose, and 
thanks to the burial that ensued, the local atmosphere improved 
exceedingly. 

■“ittle King's twin broth, James, known as Big Six, 
dropped in to say -Howdy. 1 hadn't seen him in several years, — 
he has been living in -“os Angeles, and I scarcely recognized 
him. His unole, Gy passed this way before Six .left, -^t 
was Gy over whom ■‘•ittle Mng wept that time he belatedly 
remember, after Gy had departed from the pasture baseball game, 
that all the time he had been carrying a tbutcher knife 
about his person, --'“ittle King, - and sobbed bitterly because 
he had forgotten to use it on Gy. 

Sam Leace came by, asking if he might have a spot of wine, 
for someone has told Sam that wine makes blood fast, and 
what with his wife having carved himso generously during the 
past few months, Sam gives every indication of needing something 
more like a transfusion than a glass of wine. 

Y. G. came to ru through the mail, and as he left. Beau 
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Mack, his papa, arrived to cut perruque, Tom ambled in 
probably because he heard giggling on the gallery, and Junior 
jjugabou passed this way to be taught a few more letters of 
the alphabet. An Rthopian messenger from the store announced 
that pilgrims were awaiting me at the front gate, and it turned 
out to be a charming couple from Mobile to whom I gave a 
very brief butplea ant tour. 

All this time trees were being trimmed and several 
tuck loads of branches were being hauled out, and as 
I noted all the "scuffling" I thought of something Helen 
Baldwin once said: * 5 

"I have the strangest impression of *“elrose whenever 
I thi^ o* how teeps the flowers going, for every time 
I glance in any direction in the gardens, I see evidence 
of the presence of no human being, and yet the next 
time I glance in the same direction, there is every evidence 
that a heap of things have beer altered, rc yet for the 
li s cl ire, 1 oer.'t f r.gure cul how and when it u has been 
done." 

I know just how u elen felt, for I had precisely the same 
sensation this afternoon, and yet there was a young mountain 
of trash that had been rounded up, so, in spite of all 
the hurly-burly, t guess it wasn't all dwaddle, —and besides 
I feel pleasantly tired tonight. 

The £ Gebler. Blymouth Aa^antura, introduces an interesting 
note about the pre-founding chicanery that went on prior to 
the sailing of the Mayflower from Europe. As is well knon, 

The Virginia Company, made up of bdndon merchants and speculators, 
had never succeeded in getting a colony established permanently 
in America. Their grant included the land from the Carolines, 
or Florida, suppose, to the 41st, parallel, -.which they 
figured was at "Hudson's River", which, actually, I believe 
is the 42nd parallel. Another company, having the grant to all 
lands above the "Hudson s River" had been equally unsuccessful 
in establishing a permanent colony, a manager of the Virginia 
Company organizing the Mayflower crowd for the Virginia Company 
bought depressed shares of the Northern "orapany at give away prices 
and then bribed the -aptain (Jones) of the Mayflower to * 

dump his passengers not on Virginia lands but up North of 
"Hudson's River", so that if the colony succeeded the or ofits 
would a 1 go to the Northern Company of which the agent held 
ample shares, and as the venture cost the Northern Company 
nothing, the profits would be trememndous. It seems the profit 
motive was a recognized impulse in those days, too. 


yi 
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Thursday, February 14th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

I hope the two enclosures travel side by. side without 
getting into each other's hair, 

1 guess I should have preserved the envelope containing 
the hand written letter. It bore the name of Fronoior 
Migion, and I must say the second name is different from 
the former Meinor. It's all so fearful and wonderful. 

I returned a letter, penned by some Natchez bag to 
the Shreveport one, sending the answer out this afternoon 
so I might hope to stop the Sunday visitation by having the 
letter delivered on the morrow in Shreveport. In the Natchez 
letter was no end of gossip about a dozen people of whom I 
never heard, although a couple of names were familiar, —Mrs. 

Kelly of Melrose who has been wintering, —or should one 
say summering in Brazil and is returning just before the March 1st 
opening of -tilgrimage. The other reference was to tferriday 
Eyrnes, said to have been in bed, drunk, and under the doctor's 
care for the past three weeks. That must have been a dull 
three weeks for the physician. It was further said that Roane 
looks like a wreck, and that A can well imagine, what with 
such goings on. 

The post script of the other enclosure interests me in 
that it seems to indicate Robina is on the Whitaker Chambers 
side of the Hiss business. I chanced to hear the last of 
the Chambers' business on unday night and found it 
dramatic. But I have always been inclined to think Alger Hiss 
is alright and so I cannot get much enthusiasm fired up for 
the Reverend Chambers who, to my way of thinking, is a 
dreadful bag on several counts. I put Senator McCarthy 
and Whitaker Chambers in the same category and if somebody 
would chunk their two heads together, I shouldn't mind at 
all. 

Whoever heard of sending anybody to jail o n grounds 
that somebody expressed the opinion that some note or other 
had been written on a typewriter that had belonged to the 
man accused by that big pumpkin number. It all seemed 
so outlandish at the time and no matter what Mr. Chambers 




<V fcUtw/ 



5309 


writes for The Post or intones over the Rational Broadcasting 
net work., he is still a bag and X d n't need any of his 
pumpkins filled with funny notes on anybody's typewriter 
to convince me. 

The State Department built up under F. D. R. was a good 
organization, X believe, and I think it high time the cheap 
politicians be restrained from throwing mud pifs in every 
direction i hopes to enhance their own rabble rousing 
propensities, —and vote getting, I suppose, - by trying 
to discredit what *as probably about as fine a department 
of Foreign Affaires as could be found the world over. 

I guess I aired my views on old Chambers sufficiently for 
this sitting. X believe Robina has long read The Shreveport 
Times which occupies a bias somewhere between the Herald- 
Tribune and old McCormick's Chicago Tribune, and as it 
has always been anti-Roosevelt, it probably has likewise been 
anti-everything having to do with the administration 
and it is possible Robina inclines to sympathize witfi the policy 
of the paper, although P'm inclined to think she has been rather 
more influenced by its editorials and news slants, some 
of which have out-Pegler-ed Pegler, if, indeed, such a thing 
were possibles' - 


Among today's-callers from the ranks of plantation people 
were two or three asking me to exert my persuasive powers an 
the Welfare Department. Xt seems as though there is one such 
appeal every week, and sometimes several. The more I contemplate 
the operaion of the Welfare organization, the more I marvel 
it runs as well as it does, une of today's visitors was Mary 
Sauerwell, one time Melrose cook. She presently occupies the 
little house at the spillway where the Dark Duke lived, —the 
latter now occupying Clemence's house. Mary has been drawing 
a Welfare oheok for some years, perhaps a little on her own 
account but the major portion on account of her minor daughter. 
She explained to me she was •’worried" because she hadn't 
been receiving her ceck for two or three months and thinks 
the Department has forgotten her. In such oases one usually 
hears but part of the evidence, as turned out to be the situation 
in the present go-round. X telephoned the Department to 
inquire if the Mary Sauerwell^checks had been returned*to 
the offioe uncashed. I learned that no checks had been sent 
out during the past 90 days, following knowleoge from 
the Vital statistics Bureau that the minor daughter ofMJary 
Saueiwell had married 18 months ago and the mother had not 
informed the offioe of her daughter's new status but had 
continued receiving and cashing the ohecks intended primarily 
for the support of her daughter. Perhaps the new husband 
needed a little extra spending money, too. i^ow the question 
arises as to how M 
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Friday, February 16th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Roane always writes such pleasant letters, it 
seems a great pity she doesn't take pen in hand more 
frequently. You will enjoy the enclosure, even though 
it covers no salient news items. 

As for the clipping, X don't know from what 
Louisiana paper it was clipped.- Madam Regard gave it 
to me this morning. I suppose the building referred to 
may be in Shreveport, although it seems to me the name 
by which the Fine *rts Building is known there is slightly 
different from that appearing in the clipping. 

Celeste mentioned the Holiday article about 
Louisiana. Perhaps one of the most surprising things 
about the article is one of the pictures, —that of 
Parlange, for I believe the descriptive material beneath 
the photograph refers to Mr. and Mrs. Walter Parlange as 
being in the picture. Oddly enough this is the only 
instance anyone I know has ever seen the likeness of Walter 
Parlange. People living all their lives in Hew Roads have 
never seen him and' none of my friends who drop by Parlange 
often have ever encountered hi m Well do 1 remember Paula 
telling me when I have dropped In to see,her that "you 

must have a chat with Walter.X cion t know where he can 

be.I thought he was about but he must have gone out 

somewhere but perhaps he will be here the next time you pass 
this way." 

Such is the standard phrase used on everyone, and it 
does seem almost unbelieveable after all these years that 
Mr. x nrlange should have suddenly come into focus, — 
and in a publication that enjoys such wide circulation*. 

I am hoping I may stumble across a good London broadcast 
of king George's funeral somewhere among the ether waves 
tonight, although the static is so constant tnus far 
that nothing comes through very distinctly. I heard 
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a short London description early this morning of the 
doings but it was too brief to be interesting. The 
prize specimen of over simplification in reference to 
St. George's Ghapel at Windsor came over the Oolumbia 
system early this evening when a news caster mentioned 
in a five minute world news round up that that 

"London: - The remains of the late King George of 
England were today laid to rest in the burial house at 
Windsor Castle. 1 * 

Imagine, —burial house. 

I did a bit of laughing in my beard today when, at long 
last, Celeste finally got her lamps rigged up in front 
of her house. She had the lamp at ray side gate copied for 
lights in front of her house. Ihe man who did the job 
of reproduction didn't know much about his business, and 
not only did he ruin-my lamp completely but he somehow 
succeeded in making the two he made for her look like 
saw -off peanuts or some such I moved another lantern 
from elsewhere in the garden?: and place it on the gate 
post wnere the former had been, as for Celeste's, she 
had to wait a long time to get her properly placed. I 
think the -cypress posts she used turned out a little large, 
tending ±xa to make the "sawed off peanuts" look even 
smaller. Then there was much fretting and fuming as 
to whether the posts should be creosoted or painted, and 
so both was done, - the lower part in the ground oreosoated, 
the balance above ground painted, i'hank hfcaven I had nothing 
to do with selecting the shade, for I viewed the first coat 
just at first dark,, and found it repulsive, —sort of a Paris 
green the like of which i have never seen the leaves of 
anything growing-in-the garden, unless pehaps lettuce or 
poppies. Mow the "sawed off peanuts" look hs though they 
had just about reached the vanishing-point ,.for no one 
will ever see the lamp but merely the post’on which each 
stands. The 1 dy had absented herself in something of 
annoyed di-pair, heading for a party in town, I suppose, at 
a little hi while before the posts were to be treated, and 
while I am genuinely sorry for her at the poor way the whole 
thing turned out, i can't help but smiling to myself at 
the way the whole thing flopped from start to finish, 
which somehow has something of that same unexpected 
element of Ida -‘azurette not content with breaking one 
leg but breaking the other half an hour later. 

fhe weather is cool _-40 tonight, a high of 50 promised 
for tomorrow, i'his will hold up Spring a little, i hope.... 


Sunday, February 17th, 1952. 


lieraor andum: 

Much star dust in the heavens tonight, following a day of 
cloudless skies but a coolish breeze, but the sunshine took the 
edge off the clammy nature of yesterday's low hanging mists, 
fortunately, we escaped a frost and the Arenbourg pear trees are 
really quite a glory. 

But before proceeding further, I should perhaps explain 
that the absence.of lights makes the world seem a little more 
hazey than usual and the la ckuOf ordinary'balance in 
the typing is not due to any physical slump for the flu seems 
on the way out, but merely because the Valley Electric at this 
Lend of the river isn t functioning. 

I broke bread with Celeste and ^adam xiegard along about 
7 o'clock, ever one else having put themselves in the big road. 

A car drove into Celeste's yard the driver announcing that 
the overseer's house was on fire, We immediately rang the 
plantation bell, hard by the store and i n a twinkling dozens 
of people of color sprang up frora'out of the ground, it seemed. 

I went down the road, —you may recall that *^t. 

Earnest's house was the first one down the road, after passing 
gardens. I thought someone should look after idr. Earnest, 
who usually inclines toward uncertain balance, especially on Sundays. 

As I approached, the house was already caving ir) sending up huge 
sheets of flame Luckily there was little stir of air, save 
for a gentle breeze from the ^outh, carrying the sparks into the newly 
ploughed cotton fields, fhe situation might hage present a 
distinct problem had yesterday's East wind been blowing. 

Some mulattoss had already ~ut iir. Earnest in their truck 
and ieter, who had led Mr. Earnest out of his house, had told 
me in the road that his face had been burned somewhat, and so 
I recommended tney drive -*r. Earnest to town where 
his burns could be attended to at the hospital, after which, if 
not serious, he might stay with a daughter living in town. 

I suppose the wires, burned away from the house, 
caused the short circuit for the entire system but . 

what is such a slight inconvenience face of the loss poor iir.. Earnest 

sustains. 


the 
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There is. to quote the old adage, "no great 
lose without some small gain", and as 1-cast about 
looking Tor the latfrer in the present instance, I come 
to the conclusion that the destruction of one dwelling will 
eventuate in the call for bigger and better carpenters 
to re-build, and perhaps in the calling a response will 
be made in such force as will give new impetus to the 
foundation work, now at a standstill, on Yucca. In 
the mean time, the air is circulating merrily beneath 
the ancient structure,, and the drying process, following 
the cloudburst of a week or two back will tend to 
remedy. 

In the entertainment field, I find this advantage 
in having the electricity temporarily cut. With 
election and the selection of a new Governor on the dooket 
for Tuesday, the local radio stations are clogged with 
orators, extolling the virtues of the two remaining 
candidates-in the field, —Kannon and Spath, and 
while utter silence is a pretty high price to pay for 
shutting off the politicians, still the silence is golden, 
so far as Louisiana stations go. Oddly enough, the 
two remaining contestants in the Governor's race seem to 
be rather above the average in State politicos, and about 
the only charge against Spath is the fact that he is 
backed by the Long machine. But at the moment it would 
appear that Kennon is likely to be the lucky man, and 
if so, the Longs are headed for eclipse, —but, one may be 
sure, for only an odd interim. Joe nenry used to 
know Kenno n , - perhaps they were class mates in college, or 
some such, and Joe always admired the man, who doesn't 
seem more tangled up with 0rn i no uS backers than all such 
candidates seem bound to be. at present it would 
appear that about a million and a half dollars are required 
to put on a campaign adequate to give a man a chance to 
convince the voters. Accordingly it is obvious that 
any body who aspires to the Governor's chair must either 
be prepared to spend a fortune of his own or sizeable 
hunks of cash belonging to others, andl suppose the 
miracle is that all candidates aren't more encumbered 
with pre-election day promises to contributors than 
appears on the surface. It,.would be interesting 
to see a table detailing the costs, - pre-election costs, 
of various offices, - how much it cost to be Gaesax, 

Pope, Holy Homan Mmperor, —and contrast the same with 
some contemporary thing, —say, the Senatorial investiture 
Of Robert Taft. But something tells me I have orated 
enough for this sitting, and as I want to strike out early 
for arenbourg at dawn, I'll fold forthwith. 


Monday, February 18th, 1952, 


Memorandum: , 

The weather is fine, the leaves unfolding and where 
ever 1 pass, the dirt is flying. My cold is practically gone, and 
fly energy reviving. 

The enclosure from Beth -^ead,_or is it my imagination 

reraindB me ever so much of Helen's style. This seems the raofe 
surprising, - although is the explanation perhaps, sinoe in 
appearance, there was something about her'that brought Helen 
to mind. I hope I never see the two gals together, for that 
would probably shatter the illusion. But it is pleasant to 
knoew she is eventually planning to pass this way again and 
I shall drop her a line tonight, recommending the Kleis^rs 
in Grange, little Miss Alberta in Lew Orleans and a flock 
of folks in Natchez some of whom she may or may not find to 
her liking. * 

I laughed to myself today when I was reminded of the 
cow who contributed the pail of milk for Sweet Charity's sake 
only to turn around and kick it on to the ground. - 

• 

I be-stirred myself early, thinking to look up some 
things I might share with Mr. Earnest, what with everything he 
possessed, save what he had on his back, having gone up in flames 
yesterday. At mail time 1 found him at the store. It seems 
he was treated for his burns at the hospital and sent on 
his way, but he,preferred not staying with his daughter in town, 
where he had dined Sunday noon, but instead returned to 
the Gane ^iver country, spending the night with the mulattoes— 
the kirklands living on this side of the spillway _ just opposite 
the cabin of the Lark Luke. I asted «ir. earnest £o”stroll over 
to Yucfia with me where we packed up a stack of thing? and 
as all were new and some rather pretty, he seemed pleased and 
apparently he found the little money I handed him of use, too, but 
in typical Tobacco Road finesse, he explained 

"I'm glad to have t is but you know our family isn't poor. 

My son-in-law makes more money in a day than you do in a month and 
he will probably send me plenty." / 

Bang went the pail, and I tried to keep a straight face. 

And somehow I thought I could hear Lyle's voice echoing with 
ne same words i have heard him use so often - ' 
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"If it's 
tell me* well 
score at all. 


f it's something about hill-billies you are going to 
* well., don't, for I don't want to hear anything on that 


Tuesday, February 19th, 1952, 


The clipping enclosed in Dora's letter is probably old 
stuff for your bright eyes but the particulars are new to 
me, as I hadn‘t heard of the Diary bfore, I shall have 
to say No to Dora's offer to send me a copy of the Post, but 
it am delighted to know that such a Diary exists and that 
it is f being brought out in print. If the book reviews 
haven't already had a go at it, I suppose they will shortly, 
and it will be interesting to learn it is well received. 

I take it, form past references to The Post, that Dora must 
keep abreast with that publication, but since he doesn't 
mention the ^hitaker Chambers article, I take.it he wasn't so 
impressed by it as was Bobina. 

A was amused by. the biting satire, irony and sarcasm of 
Martin -^egronski the other morning when, in referring to the 
Chambers article, admonished his listeners that here, indeed, 
is a new patter for modern youthful readers who want to 
follow in the footsteps of their parents and grandparents along 
lines laid down by the Alger books. As Mr. ■‘-egronski put it, all 
one has to do to be an enormous success is merely to fashion 
one's life in the Chambers way become a Soviet spy while 
in the service of one's American Government, sell as many 
documents as you can -and then, after the going gets tough, 
just confess publicly ycm have been a spy accuse everyone 
else you oan think of as still being in Soviet pay and then 
after the Government of the .U, S. has let you go siott-free, 
and jailed other9 merely on your testimony, then you oan get 
#75,OOQ,oo for a n ar ^iGle in The Post, and live happily 
ever after close to earth and nature on your Maryland farm, I 
was itching to pass that along to ^obina, b t thought she might 
not appreciate the humor, 

Minnesota dd Miehigan pilgrims today, and a pretty dull 
lot they were, although A must say that they demonstrate good 
judgement in being in Louisiana and not at home while the 
blizzards sweep across their native heath. 

I continue The Plymouth adventure but Mr. Gerbler, 
the author, seems to have become bogged down with love and sand 
on Gape Cod as many another individual between 1520 and 1952 
has floundered likewise. I continue the narrative, however, 
i n hopes 0 f learning a few more facts about the Adventure, 
outside the realms of love and sand, but I do so merely because 
I don't chance to have any better .fare at the moment. 

I think so often of little Miss ±ee these days nad 
hold the thought 0TJ half a dozen fronts ln her immediate 

-—- - - - 


Memor andum: 

How nice to find your letter of Wednesday, the 13th, in 
today's post. 1 reckon it may have dwaddled a little i along 
the way, but a mail pouch only last week, intended for Melrose, 
went to Grand Bayou, where ever that may be, and perhaps 
the Wedne oay item had an extra little ride along the way. 

And how gay is the signature, and I could see the 
Valentine insignia so plainly, and I love it. How happy 
the whole thing from beginning to end made me. 

And may A thank you for having been so thoughtful as 
to send along the poem and a transcription of the lines I 
sent along to you, I did not have a copy of the latter, but 
am glad to have the card carrying them, and I shall like 
them twice as much as before, knowing that,you like them, too. 

As for the other poem, on the pink slip, I have tucked it 
in the armoir until the morrow. My afternoon was quite hurly- 
burly, but I had a quiet sitting with Y. C. when it was time 
to read your letter. Just as we had finished the letter, and 
before T getting to the poems, Don Worsley appeared, and so it 
struck me I should entfoy runnin through the calance of 
the enclosures more when having a moment of freedom and the 
assurance that no one was waiting for me. 

And may i thank you for telling me la belle Beaumont's 
first name, which * did not know, and-which I am delighted to 
become acquainted with at this late date, I must find out 
about her final date and resting place, I think I have 
never made a notation on that point t although you may run 
across some particulars about her in some of the Journal, al¬ 
though 1 am not certain that the section containing such data 
is included in the batch you have. It may have been along 
about 1942 that I did some research in the Woodviile neighborhood 
under my own steam, and it seems to me I made quite endless 
notations along about that time, although I may not have separated 
them from the section of the Journal, lost in the high water of 194. 
I am sure, however, that I have mentioned to you before that Joe 
*-ellog of The Mims, in ^acchez, is Madam Beaumont’s son or rather 
grandeon v although I doubt if the Lellogs ever heard of Madam 
Beaumont, —just another case of -larie ThereEe, and the 
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descendants not having the sense to reoognize the greatest 
soul in their entire family tree, I think 1 mentioned, too, 
that * visited la Baumont's h ome in Woodville, from which one 
may see the Oourt House dock, _ the old Jail where she was 
incarcerated and her uphostery shop in which her personality 
was a d rainant factor, following her second marriage to the 
youthful upholsterer, - a youth of German extraction, if memory 
serves. ±t was wonderful t discover an anoient negro who had 
worked for iiadara Beaumont and could lead me to many of the 
places associated with various episodes in her Woodville 
career and when he wanted to lead me to see her house, 
naturally didn t.tell him i had already been there, as J* 
gave him so much pleasure to re-live .with an J uter ® 
the good old days when he was a member of the household of the 
lady he admired so much. 


A part of today's hurly-burly was due to the election 
which brought lots of colored people from the little Mver 
and Red River sections to cast tr.eir ballots. In all truth, 
it must be admitted that most of these voters can neither read 
nor write, although some of them have learned to scrawl their 
names, even though they have no notion of what the actual letters 
are that they form.by copying, as for the identity of any of 
the candidates, the names mean absolutely nothing to them. i:C 
they ohanoed to know the names printed on the ballots, but, 
of course, most of them can't,recognize a single letter, so 
a long word like Spath or ^enno p wouldn t i spell out anything 
for them. The point of the whole business is that they, for 
the most part, ask someone to help them, and they express 
the desire to vote the way ^r, J. wants to vote, and that is 
that. And thus we have the spectacle of the planters of the 
river bottoms at long last having an opportunity to balanoe off 
the hin billy vote of three quarters of a century, for during 
all that time, the white hill billies have been voting, but 
knowing no more about reading or the identity of the candidates 
than the negroes, _-but by this current phase pf democractio 
processes, the thing is at least coming a little better into 
balanoe. 


Don didn't have much to say about the lady doctor ex¬ 
cept that she is working ever so hard. 1 believe he is going to 
college on the G. I. bill b t I know not what he is studying, 
and I didn't ask, as 1 waft trying to push. 


Ho one has seen &x,, Earnest's cat since the fire, but 
I reckon a cat would probably escape from a conflgration. How 
if he should honor Die J»'rau and me, i think 1 sjiall invite him to 
remain. It was so good having your letter, and let us join 
in holding the t ought to keep all flags flying,,,.* 




Wednesday, February 20th, 1952. 


Memor andura: 

A delicious shower of an inch and a half or so at 
midnight, followed by an all blue and gold day, the whole 
of which I have spent at Arenbourg. I am tired tonight, 
with the type of fatigue that comes-not with having a 
million people buzzing around but the variety resulting 
from diligent physioal labor that somehow makes rest the 
sweeter, I suppose, beflause the brain has been be-fuddled by 
nothing but the casual contemplation o t the doings of the 
Plant world and just enough bodily activity to prevent one 
from thinking about or caring about everything else that 
swirls around in the complicate universe in which we dwell. 

I did some radio listening last night and although 
a thunder storm, "hoovering" abo t somewhere in the neighborhood 
made reception rather poor,-it was clear enough for mo to catch 
up with Fibber and Moli y and just a touch of Louisiana Gubernator¬ 
ial ritBimfcl have an opportunity this week end to hear Joe 
Henrys delight that his old friend. Judge Kennon was the 
successful candidate, for I learned today that the Joe Renrys 
are coning over from Jonr-oe, Texas this week end, and that 
the S. G. Henrys are coming up from Baton Rouge. I like Joe 
and Juanita and S. G, so muoh that I look forward with genuine 
pleasure to their advent. Then, too, since the Shreveport 
Department can't stand either of these branches of the family, 
shall not have a visitation from that quarter, and 
that is something pleasant to look forward to, too. 

Another mildly surprisingkbit of news came to me today 
when at 9 thing morning, I dropped by the store to telephone 
the Rev. David Coughlin tn pass along the news about what 
Mrs.“Brandon had to say in her last letter, —about being 
acquainted with his aunt, now living in Atlanta. The Reverend's 
telephone chanced to be busy, and so I sat for a moment at 
the desk in the office, doddling and fiddling with the dial, 
while giving the Revenerend an opportunity to break off his’ 
busy wire. 'Two or three people of color sat in the sun just out¬ 
side the window, which was open. They couldn't see me, but 
I could hear them quite distinctly, and I prieked up mv ears 
at this; 

, it y; ' 1 • ** 1 ». '•. . I * 1 
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"there sure was a heap of exeitement Bunday night 
when Mr. Earnest's house burned down. Mr. Eranoois came out 
of Miss Celeste's house and ran to ring the plantation 
hell, and right away afterward Miss Celeste followed him, and 
he fainted slap away in the road and she had to pick him up and 
drag him hack to her house." 

flow that was the purest hit of story telling, made up 
out of whole cloth, that ever chanced to hear in so far as I 
myself figured in the fabrication, flaturally there wasn't a 
word of truth i n it, and the guy who was spinning the yarn must 
have just felt like entertaining his listeners. Shortly afterward 
I tried the Coughlin number again and contacted the Heverend, and 
when I said ^ello, my voice, car lying not only to flato itoches 
by wire, hut through the open window just in front of me, impelled 
the story teller to fly as though shot out of a gun, and I 
iggled so heartily to myself, the reverend must have thought 
was gargling. 

As I was leaving the office, I encountered the master 
carpenter who originally started tearing Yucca to pieces with 
a view to putting it hack together again, hut stopped at 
the start. He said he was recovered from his hbfluenza and 
hoped to resume operations on Yucca on Monday, „_a hit of 
new8 that naturally enchanted me. 

•“rom news reports from Europe, I take it things are 
going by sixes and sevens in that quarter, and 1 doubt if 
a European *rray is ever going to he formulated before 
there is, through compulsion, a United States of Europe along 
political lines, during a political year, every, party makes 
such extravagant claims, one must, discount all reports not only 
from the major political parties, hut the factions therein as 
well, and so I suppose'the current claims that Senator Taft 
just about has the nomination sewed up may he taken with a grain 
of salt, it occurs to me, however, that it would he an odd, — 
probably' an impossible twist, —if the G. 0. P. should in fact 
nominate Taft and the democrats, by some remarkable bit of 
hand-springing, should nominate Eisenhower. I suppose, if 
such an unheard of thing were to happen, it would eventuate 
in a collapse of both parties, since the goose of the Hepublicans 
would be cobked and Eisenhower, when elected, might tend to 
ignore’party lines completely, so that both groups, after four years 
of such a Presidency, would be but completely at sea. 

And now I shall splash through a shower, collapse 
under the branl fox half an hour and wind up the Plymouth Adventure 
and thenie to sleep. It was so nice at ^renbourg, where I 
had andy helping me all day, but it was Miss ■‘•ee who seemed 
to be the only spirit with whom I constantly communed.. 
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Thursday, Peburary 21st, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Another Spring day with ample doings all about, not 
to mention the usual Thursday morning visitation from 
the Knipmeyers and pilgrims from Rochester, Y., in the 
afternoon. But 1 managed to get in quite a few licks, 
bob at Yucca and arenbourg, and I think 1 shall do no mail 
tonight, but rather let the reading Machine make a few go- 
rounds, since it didn't labor much last night and hasn't 
made a peep all day. 

I am trying a new wrinkle in the crepe myrtle department, 
but shall have to wait a few years to see if it turns out 
successfully There is nothing novel about, it (interruption) 
but A have ne or seen it tried, and so shall have fun to see 
if any results are forth-coming. I planted a circle of 
crepe myrtles, - ranging from 2 feet to 4 feet in height. The 
shortest ones are placed nearest tne point from which the 
5 or 6 foot circle will be most frequently seen., the 
larger ones gradually lr ,creasing in height until slap opposite 
and at tne back of the circle, - that is opposite the smaller 
ones at the front. As you know, crepe myrtles should be 
trimmed back every, year, or perhaps every other year, and 
as this circle grows in heignt, I sha 1 continue keopiug 
thepresent shorter ones below those at the far sice of the 
circle, so, if the thing works out as i envision it, 
there tbhould be a wreath of flowers, seemingly .set at 
about a 45 degree angle all during the 3 months of flowering 
each summer, with the whole circle being elevated a little 
more with each passing season, and with the expansion 
of the main stem of the tree increasing annually t the whole 
thing ought to be quite a flying disk by the time three or 
four years have leapsed. , 

And if all the above sound just as clear as mud or 
definitely on the carck-post side, just dismiss it as unimport¬ 
ant, which, in reality it is, but 1 do like to share these 
little exoeriraents with you regardless. 
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Reverting to the Rochester pilgrims, both guests and host 
underlined respective points when one of the guests said; 

"There are Rochesters in 13 different States, but 
our Hew *ork State one is the largest of all," 

, And the host countered with: "There are 13 Melorses in 
the United States, but our Melrose, Louisiana is the 
smallest," 

Don't you think so. 

A gentle rain has just started and L am enchanted, since 
it comes at just the right moment, following much transrlanting 
of lilies and things today, J-he forecast is for cloudy and 
warm weather on Saturday, which ought to give the newly set out 
things an opportunity to get such a hold in their new situa¬ 
tions that they will scarcely know they have been moved. 

On 3aturda„ we are scheduled to have some ladies from 
Marksville, La,, who are coming, I be-lieve, to dine with 
Celeste, I'm not sure if these are members of the garden club 
or not, for the latter has been threatening for some time to 
honor us. It just occurs to me that Celeste's birthday must 
fall on Monday, tfeb. 35th which, I suppose means a Monday 
party, and what with the Conroe and .baton Rouge ^enrys thrown in 
for good measure over the week end, we ought to develope 
an "all hands to the pump" business on the chicken salade 
and sandwich front I have already ditched the couple of hints 
thpt there will be after dark festivities across the fence and 
again, as so often in the past, I count as among my major 
blessings the custom 1 established long ago to close my 
door on the social side as soon as the first veil of evening 
fl .tters down. 

iProm a South Louisiana pilgrim I learned today that Blythe's 
sister, Willie Wynn white, is in the hospital with a banged up 
ankle, —just that and no details. Perhaps this accounts 
for the absence of the hands from this area recently. I 
learn from another source that Governor-elect Lennon will 
appoint J nines Meolemore Highway Commissioner and that 
the Highway Commissioner will be named heir apparent to 1 

succeed Governor *-ennon four years hence since in Louisiana 
a Governor may not suoceed himself. Thus are plotted the 
schemes of mince and men, and how wonderful it must be to be 
bitten by a political bug.,.. 
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Priday, February 32nd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Last night's drizzle kept right on drizzling all day, and 
although it prevented me from doing much outside work, I 
did,.do a bit of whacking at the ^renbourg hedges. I like to 
get them trimmed in February, for tne new growth seems to 
bush out so much fuller as the season advances. 

it goes without saying that tilings transplanted yesterday, 
thanks to the drizzle and continued cloudiness and mild 
temperature, gives the impression that the things had always 
been growing right where they yesterday suddenly found them¬ 
selves. 

The enclosure will receive an affirmative response, but 
in so doing, I must formulate some policy for similar 
requests which will undoubtedly be coming to hand with 
ever increasing frequency as we jog along toward Maroh, April 
and May,when the peak will be reached.At the moment, —and 
I haven t taken time out to give the matter much thought, I am 
inclined to think I shall say Ho to similar requests from 
the Natchitoches area on the grounds that many of the 
visitors somehow or other make a round during the year with 
friends, and secondly because ti.e value of the tour is 
diluted by too large numbers coming at the same time and 
that as the end of the educational season approaches, the tour 
tends to be more of an excuse for an outing than anything 
else. Personally t I'm all in favor of such outings, but 
there are so many delightful rural spots in the environs 
of Natchitoches, --the Grand Poore bluffs, the national forests, 
and so on, and, if bent on a frolic, the pilgrims could have 
a lot more fun on a sylvan frolic than being herded about 
ye olde plantation Selfishly, too, I suspedt I am influenced 
by the fact that I'begrudge the time and energy spent on 
people who, if given a choice, would select something purely 
rural without any suggestion 0 f civilization mixed up in the 
thingI8ve about made up ray raina that perhaps 4 or 5 out of 50 
are likely to get something out of a tour, made cumbersome by 
such a large group and anybody can impart more to 4 or 5 in 
a group of that number than to 4 or 5 in a group of ten times 
that size, .'/ell, we shall eventually see. 
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At supper I learned t at Hr. Went telephoned this afternoon 
o Inquire something about the week end from J. n . t but 
as J. ■ a . was in Alexandria, no plans were made, and the 
other party to the conversation, —perhapse Eugene or hen, said 
nothing about the impending arrival of the other branches of 
the family It out to be a bang up business if the *<enks 
blow in al&ng about Sunday when their pet hates are assembled in 
force. It's so pleasant looking forward to Sunda afternoon when 
no matter what transpires, everyone will have gone his 
respective way. 

I am still dwaddling about in the PJihouth adventure, but 
will perhaps fold it up tonight. One thing I learned in the 
last page.I read had to do with an interpreter, By some 
miracle, an Indian appeared one day when the colonists were 
busy trying to get some houses rigged up for habitation __ 
i believe it was in February, following their November arrival, 
during no time of which had a contact been made with a red skin. 

And although this was the first permanent settlement established 
in continental United States, the killing thing about the 
encounter was the fact that the Indian rattled off some 
English. This made such an impression on me, and what with 
two interruptions since I began this letter, it is quite 
possible I have already remarked upon it, but I run the 
risk of repeating myself, so much do A want to pass along 
this curious piece.of early Pilgrim luck, - and neaven knows 
they didn t have much in a..y other respect. It seems that 
a sailing-vessel sometime years before 1620 had enticed a few 
Indians on board and then sailed slap to Spain with them, where 
they were sold into slavery, but in the case of one of them, a 
priest bought him or otherwise got him sent to "ngland where he 
remained in some man's house for a year, after which he was sent 
on a sailing vessel to -*ewfoundland and thence found his way 
back to the country of the Massachusetts. His sudden advent 
among the Pilgrims enabled them to establish friendly relations 
with the neighboring Indians, —all members of the tribe of the 
interpreter having died, and so things got under way under 
happier auspices than could ever have been charted out ty 
hard boiled planners of such an enterprise. 

*■ t i 

In view of the inclement weather, the plantation did not 
work today and this and that negro friend dropped by before 
day was done. The -nark ^uke told me that the master carpenter, 

D. Ben Williams, employed to supervise Yucca reconstruction, 
had once been married to a sister of one of the lesser carpenters 
and when I). Ben fell ill, it was the intention of the lesser 
jack-leg to finish up the whole Yucca job with dispatch to do 
his former brother-in-law, subsequently estranged from his wife, 
out of local enerprises. Such skull duggery and such speed in trying 
to rush the business 2 or 3 weeks back. Jay next week open brighter... 
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Sunday, February 24th, 1962, 


Memorandudum: 

I have thought of old Lyme so often this week end, hoping 
is was experiencing a measure of the peace prevading at this bend 
of the river. 

x t was among the quieter week ends I can remember, with 
a slow rain on Saturday discouraging pilgrims, which is always 
a good start for any week end in these parts. I was sorry the 
Joe Henrys couldn't make it, but I was glad to see the S. G.'s., 
who came after dark oa urday night and whom I did not see until 
this morning when the General came over to spend an hour or so 
with me. 

The Wenks came for dinner and imraediatel-y afterward, everyone 
spattered in tneir respective directions. 

The General leave Baton Bouge for Memphis tomorrow, he 
says S. G,, Jr., is being discharged from the hospital where 
all that c n be done for him has been done. A house has 
been found in Baton Bouge for the Juniors who will move there 
on Tuesday, and during the coming season both families will 
build homes on adjoining lots on the edge of the city. 

There wasn’t much news but everything went off pleasantly. 

a side light on Spring was indicated by a news item the General 
gave me in saying they had received their first shipment of 
strawberries from Hammond, -^a., this past week, —about a 
month earlier than usual. That isn't exaotly surprising news 
what with everything else being so far ahead of season. 

You recently asked about the Francois Gassion item. I think 
the matter will be terminated successfully for our side. You 
asked about its shape, —it is round, and although I had 
thought of it as larger, it turns out to be just about 
twice the length 0 f this envelope, as to diameter. I think 
I mentioned it has a tiny hole just off center which scarcely 
shows, and while I suppose it could easily be soldered from 
the back without being noticeable, still I rather like it as 
a reminder that it was once a thing that was probably in 
constant use. 
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In the rending department, I did a bit of disk, turning 
last night, Por one thing, I finished the Gebler book, — 

Plymouth Adventure", and then grabbed up another carton, just 
corain, to hand, and-discovered that I was still in an adventurous 
vein, since the title of the new bookk, - probably old in 
publication by a year or two, was entitled'’’The Scholar adventurers" 
by Richard Aldick, or some such. I am under the iranression the 
latrer may have_appear serially in some such publication as Ihe 
Post, but that is merely a guess. Be that as it may, I think, if 
you have not already explored its contents, you will find it 
altogether interesting as to subject matter,' and withal well 
written, in the second chapter, devoted to the forgeries of 
first edtions b I. J. >Vige, X..found r.uch reference to a d 
quoatation? from fanny Batchford, of the ’.Yrenn library. University 
of xexas, a ,1 ady who was want to come to “^elrose in the old days, 
and one with whom a have had some correspo dence prior to 1945 ', 
at about the time she was getting out a volume or two on the !?ise 
forgeries, for the Wrenn i-ibrary had several of them, as Mr. Wise 
had acted as London agent for Wrenn and had palmed off several 
of his forgeries on said ><renn, not to mention old hungtington 
and others. 

Between coffee and desert at dinner, Geleste had whispered 
to me that the lady doctor had called to inquire if 1 would 
receive her and some friends this afternoon, and asked about the 
clearness of tpe coast. Geleste said she had told her she thought 
any time after three would be alright. It was. A nd at 3*;30 
Lie *‘rau and I started to explore the front gardens a bit’, when 
I encountered a flock of *ew Orleans peonle whom I turned back, 
saying the place was closed. 

r i f loan °I aud her f^nds arrived shortly thereafter, and 

* f ^ rwarQ .o gettmg caught up on a lot of conversation 
hile txie friends were exploring the place more or less on their 
own hook_, but at the precise moment that presentations had been 
made and we were about to start -out from Yucca, the lady doctor 
called my attention to figures on the front gallery. Ihe figures 

were i a Sh and their preside, ml, Sent to 

prove that it never rains but it pours". 

‘ ^ f * ae g J ad the mQdical department could have this contact, - 

t e first they had had since the daxhund the Bands had given me 
had passed to the Horsleys, and had subseouently gone on to its 

SOt SCant °PP° rtu ^ty to do much talking with 
™ lth ,J h9 quests of the lady doctor to be looked after, 
.rj* ‘ has D98n a Pleasant day, and I'm homing you 

that a?f^dL Wa8 ifJ-?' eSSt 8S pea09ful » and some miracle, one 
tnat afforded a little moment for your own relaxation . .. 


Monday, February 25th, 1952. 


Memorandum: « 

It's remarkable how lacking in cooperation is the 
weather when it comes to gett-ing Yucca rigged up. Lays 
have gone bye withoutrain during the illness of the dusky master- 
builders, aod although cloudy, there was no rain last night. 

■°ut just about the time things got under way this morning, 
all hands to the pump, as it were, the rains came, knocking 
all operations out for today at least. It must be conceded, 
however, that they.did get tr.e thing jacked up 4 or 5 inches, 
and while that isn t ; all that is required by any means, it 
does represent a step in the right direction 

In today's post came a flock of short letters, which 
I ran through first, since I t ought the.; might contain some¬ 
thing of importance, but none of them did. fhere was a 
long one from a elen which 1 saved until the last, and 
my secretary got worn out before he reached the end of the 
first page, and so I have had to shelve that one for 
another sitting, --the letter 'not the secretary. 

While it occurs to me, I'll toss in a couple of non¬ 
intersting things relative to the presence of the 5. G.'s here 
yesterday, Ihe General, for instance, told me everyone was 
enchanted with the plates, and. that the Junior S. G.'s had 
accepted not only the plate I sent them but three of the other 
six wfiich the seniors had ordered. It's nice to know the yo ng 
ones like them. 

i'he General ,&o said he wanted to thank me for having 
taken such good care of the Golquettes, - his friends in 
Pan-Am Oil, who had written him of their visit and that they 
had especially liked the library. A liked the library part, 
but realized they weren t the type to know what the African 
section of the plantation was all about. In passing, I might 
remark that it was nice of them to write somebody, following their 
visit. 

One further observation on the visit: - At dinner we 
sat around the table thus: - u . at the head,.then the General, 
Mrs. General, one of the little Jenks, Sister, another little 
*enk, Lr. Wenk, Oeleste and I. Ihe General directed mmuch 
conversation to J. ^., Oeleste and I, but not a word or a 
glance in the direction of the far end of the table. 
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Tuesday, February 26th, 1962. 


I ..continue reading a bit from "^'he Scholar Adventurers, or 
whatever the precise title is, and suddenly discover that 
I, myself, am almost as interested in how unrecorded and 
unexplained manias originate and get set in motion as are 
the scholars in their pursuit of genuine manuscripts, 
here is a case in point: — 

On Saturday morning at coffee, apropos of .nothing in 
particular, Oeleste said to me, as I was leaving, —trying 
to get out before her guests arrived from -south Louisiana to 
spend a day at card playing or whatever; — 

"There's just one thing I ask, --please don't die before 
I do." 

I assumed she nad in mind the impending visit of a flock 
of “enrys, and was iraplyiug that it -was much easier sailing for 
her in realizing she had my moral support at all ti es, as she 
most certainly has in the unending uproar that Sister puts on. 

But by chance on ti.e afternoon of the same day, a servant 
confided, in me that the question of where I would best like to 
be buried came up for discussion across the fence a couple of 
days ago. It just occurs to me alll this business must have been 
hatched by my recent indisposition in the influenza department, 
and while it is perfectly true that -l didn t feel too full of 
vim and vigor at the time, 1 doubt very much if I could have 
presented a picture of ^eath a str ide a white horse. 

./hat with Lrs. V/orsley and nand being ray guests on the 
following day, and what with their separate remark that they 
thought A appeared in the pink of condition, I gather the 
prospect of a burial doesn’t seem so pressing to the profession, 
at least. 

But I aoco raodated the original speculator as to ray preference 
as a final resting place by indijating a pleasant spot, should 
I die on the plantation, said magical location being in front 
of the African x^ouse, about mid way between the two doors. I 
suppose that whimsey will vastly satisfy anybody who 
may be the happier in having settled in aavance just where 
a person, should of body if not of mind, is ultimately to be 
planted. f 

■•hat a hodge-podge of a ^emo, and may I do better anon.... 


Memorandum: 

xiow nice to find your two letters in one, together with 
the notes on the South Carolina number in today s post. 

It goes without saying that I hope your cold and s ?* 0bbroat 
are all something of the past, but if they turn out to be the 
brand of influenza that seems to be so prevalent in this section, 
vou nroba. ly will be bothered with some for quite a time, bo, 

I pray go slow, and if you can't go slow, go as slow as you can, 
tor obs of rest will do more than almost anything °^side of 
actual medical treatment, and I'm a little dubious about 
latter in anything to do with a cold. 

It's good to know you had the little in-door trip to 
the Cakskills and it is interesting to know tha ^ “*t 

Liartha are still making a go of it, if that is what they 

And I was delighted that you, t,o, heard the ^™? rab 
boradcasts from London. I appreciated what you Passed along 
rega ding the present status of the various members the 
family and their potention places in the line of successio 

if and when. 

I am glad, too, that you got a glimpse °|. thi ^S 8 
through the short film at the Embassy. According to *®P 0 ** 8 ’ 
the atmosphere for film taking wasn't so good on the day of 
the funeral, but n vertheless by now I suppose the 
film covering the event and perhaps other cogent subjects 
dovetailing the business must be available, and 1 6 

you have the good luck to stumble over one or more of them. 

What with tomorrow being Ash Wednesday, the whole neighborhood 
is in festive regalia today, especially among to y°™| er fry * 
and my secretary tells me he would like mt to attend a 
program and dance at the schoo;, - St. Mathew 8 , tonight 
I declined with thanks but must confess I regret not 8 ® ain S 
one number, for he explained that different y° u «f P°°P l8 ffQrQtlt 
are appearing in costumes and presenting the danoes of differ 
countries, and he especially remarked about one of his 8 ixl tx 
who is appearing as a Dutch girl, wooden shoes and all. A jet 
black Cane River girl doing a clog in wooden shoes really 
ought to be something out of the ordinary. 
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A flock of people interrupted my sitting with said sextEtary 
just as we were about the undertake a glance at the notes you 
so kindly enclosed. I could have shot the pilgrims, for 1 was 
a ready having to push back the said secretary who, naturally 
was anxious to get on his way to rig up his own costume, - but^ 
si.ice the interruption came, 1 figured I might as well let Y. C. 
slide and tomorrow we shall unde take the notes. 

As for nelen's letter, it, of course, remains unread, and 
inix today's post came an exqually long one from Beth Mead which 
must awaiti another sitting, and an air mail from Carl Harness, and 
half a dozen others, including one from -ary -Lambdin which, X 
suppose, is simply a thank you item for the plate. But all 
of these can wait, as I "don't have to catch a train". If 
only I could catch a good secretary. 

The rain continued all night and a fairly brisk breeze, which 
rattled things about - and probably accounted for the lightness of 
my sleep and the consequent tendency to dream. I shall not 
elaborate on one that seems to have re-enacted itself twice, 
between a brief awakening after tne first. It was as 
confused in sequence and possibility or impossibility as 
dreams ate likely to be, but it wae in color which is rare for 
me, since mott dreams, so far as 1 am concerned, inclined to be 
in black and white. L14i*tle Miss lee in a gray-blue traveling 
suit was a central figure, and as plain as day were various 
lovely halls and corr.dors of an educational institution I 
once attended, and had forgotten about years ago, following 
its destruction by fire. But the vast old pile was no longer 
a school but a residence and there was some c nfusion introduced 
by a pt rsonaity I discovered I had almost forgotten, so far as 
the individual features wont, although recent report of his 
severence of relations from former associates' in business 
probably be-stirred a brain cell, not noted at the time of the 
stirring. Everything was clear-clear, and the nicest cart of the 
episode was that in the end everything turned out so pleasantly 
and Miss lee and I decided that the great wing of the old place, - 
superbly Quatorzien, would make such a lovely place where 
one might linger forever and ever, and I woke up, fell asleep 
again, went through the same unreeling of the film, and then 
woke up ht precisely the ‘same spot. I wonder what freud or 
the other dream a thorities could do with all that. Personally 
I couldn't do much, but 1 1 ked it regardless. 

About 10 this morning the sun came out. We are promised a 
low of 28 to 30 tonight, for it will be coudless for the next 
couple of days, i have tucked in the children at Arenbourg and 
Melrose, hoping that if they escape a frost tonight, they 
may be bothered by no more this season. Do take care of 
your cold and get lots of rest. 


Wednesday, J?eb. 27th, 1952, 


Memorandum: 

I never heard of "cannon lilies", but I laid out a bed 
of golden day lilies around the cannon hard by the old magnolia 
at the side gate, - the cannon slap in the middle of the 
path that divides to the left toward the side gate, to the 
sight toward the big house. I ele ated the cannon some 
8 or 10 inches, and encircled it with the day lilies which 
are going to make a nice bombination, I think, when the 
lilies start to bloom if the cannon doesn't boon, and knock 
the floral necklace into the middle of next week. 

Our frost of last night was not important and today's 
intense sunshine brought temperatures u p to the point 
where jackets had to be discarded. The promise for the morrow 
is fair and warmer. 

As for the work on the Yucca foundations and sills, it 
progressed famously, with an entire new sill running the 
full length of the East end of the house, facing Yucca or rather 
the African ^ouse^ But oddly enough, as though the jinx 
were still "hoovering" about, a water pipe srpung a leak 
under the house just about the time the workmen were ready to 
leave. They said they thought it wouldn't flood the foundations 
of the house too much, A t is connected with the line that 
goes to -. ' s house and as everyone there is in a panic 
about having ample water supplies, the thing couldn't be 
disconnected. I sit here "holding the thought". 

I am rather weary tonight, having had a busy day and 
read the enclosure but scantily and yet i am sending it 
along regardless, what with the’stacks of other stuff ± 
have awaiting my attention 1 thought that one line in 
the letter would please you, as it did me, —the reference 
to little “iss Aee. 

fortunately I got in a few licks both at arenbourg and 
Melrose tis morning, for the afternoon turned out to be 
a shambles. 

Just after dinner a Dr. and “rs. Smith of Winfield came 
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for a go-round. X had met “is. omith before but didn't know 
her husband. accommodated. Before we were finished, Blythe 
arrived with some ladies from Gape God, Hew Jersey and 
Wisconsin. i’here was some Baylor port and some delicious 
chicken sandwiches and cake, but before 1 got into any of 
that department, __we were in the Yucca living room, a flock 
of ladies appeared on the gallery. It turned out to be the 
sisters bertha and nope naupt with ladies from xlinnesota and 
the ■ Li ord knows where all. I didn t invite them in but rather 
left the first contingent holding-th' fort and started out 
on a tour wit the latest batch. Before we had progressed far, 
some ladies, hailing from Balias blew in. I attached them 
to the tour in progress. The sisters ^aupt wanted another 
Belrose memorial plate. I left them on the gallery of the 
big house, and returned to ■ L ucea, where found some colored 
school -teachers awaiting me on said gallery, the Band contingent 
still holding the fort inside. I had a quick glass of wine, after 
asuing the colored teachers to return on the morrow, and as their 
school takes them slap by “"elrose this will not be difficult, 
then Blythe said her contingent had to dep- it, and A asked her 
to do the honors of a tour for them, while 1 galloped back 
with the Haupt desirata. Blythe must have cut the tour short, 
for she was coming in the back door of ^elrose as 1 1 e ^aupt 
craowd decided they wanted another plate and I shunted them 
to Yucca to wait for me. I finally got the Band crowd 
on their way and returned to Yucca when the workmen needed my 
attention, and so the n a upts waited but I finally got rid of 
the#, and on dragging ray hips from Fhe front gate, 
found my secretary awaiting me o n the gallery at Yucca. But 
we read ^i&hty little before the workmen needed my advise again, 
and so sent x. G. 0 n his way, wnereupon the water pipe 
cracued and a plumber had to be -rounded Ur> and couldn't be 
tracked down. After that the supper bell fang and it was 
first dark. 


t ra ?, if it: v;as t0 ° late to plant crepe myrtles. 

I told him it wasn t, de s^id he would send me a flock from ' 
the garden of the overseer s house, which leads me to 
the overseer isn t coming back, I hope, for X certain! 


care for any of his crepe myrtles if he is 
probably-isn t. 

O 


assume 
certainly wouldn't 
X reckon he 


T wcTrf tim ! t0 hear Morrow, and now that 

I have reeled off about as dull a letter as possible, 

I propose splashing through a hot shower, reading a little 
from the aoholar ^venturers and then folding my beard. 

much °* you 80 often aud h °Peo the cold is ever so 

u.uch on the mend. x lease go slow.. 


Thursday, February 28th, 1952. 

• • - 


Memo randum: 

I'm so glad all the pilgrims came yesterday, at least 
all whom X saw, although X do understand a couple wepe 
turned back because A had advised the store I wouldn t 
receive any. P 

The net result is that 1 am about as tired as I was 
last night, but with energies expended on other items than 
name-sakes of those who made the Mayflower crossing. 

And it is a matter of vast satisfaction that for the first 
time in too many generations, there are so e solid foundations 
under Yucca. The h° u £ 0 could have been jacked up a couple 
of more inches, but since it is guaranteed not to sag 
any more, the present level suits me. 

And the chapel;has a new floor, almost too new so far as 
appearance would make it, except that I covered it with 
a grass matting, about 10 feet square and made up of foot 
squares of matting about an inch in thickness, The suggestion 
of grass not only blots out the newness of the fresh plants in 
the flooring but at the same time goes ever so sympathetically 
wit the mud walls and hand hewn beams. 

And once more the brick pavement is down, the dirt that 
had been piled there scrubbed away, the two Baints out of the 
bathroom and into their respective places and the front 
gallery relieved of all the plunder which somehow again fits 
neatly into place on the back gallery giving on the 
White Garden. 

Bo much for that afternoon. The morning was equally 
busy, J. h. asked mo to drive down to the site of -'■r. Earnest's 
house. Parenthetically, "r. Earnest has been in town with 
his daughter all week. J. showed me a line fence separating 
the back of *“r. Earnest's kitchen garden and said he was moving 
the line m uch nearer the house, when the new structure is built, 
as “*r. Earnest no longer makes a garden. Be said he was 
going to plant cotton where the kitchen garden stands and 
therefore the four crepe myrtles on the line would be cut down and 

the roots plo ghed up,_unless I wanted to bo-ther with them. 

I did. 


I 







From the FRANCOIS HlGNON PAPERS. $M~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5333 


And so » J. had them dug for me. Then J. H. went 
on to Baton Nouge and L sourried to *“ 61 x 086 and Arenbourg, where 
I had two y^les dug at each place to receive the trees, 
for the etem 8 are perhaps 4 inches i n diameter perhaps 6 inches, 
and each, after being severely trimmed baok is about 15 
feet high # At Areiibourg I planted the two to the East or South 
rather of the old residence and at ^elrose in the new Gardener’s 
Garter garden with a view of holding down the ends of the D 
It toot four Stout men to get them from the truck *nto the holes 

and I very much doubt if any of them survive, _the root system 

surviving the digging was so comparatively meager in proportion 
to all the chords of whood represented by everything above the 
roots. But it did no harm to try, and if they survive, well and 
good, and if they don't, we have other crepe myrtles, I believe 
these are the water melon red ones, which I think are among the 
nicer so far as shading goes, 

fhanks to Dr. Anipmoyer, I got a bit of my rea ing donw, 
and shall send nelen and Beth Head along, either herewith or 
under separate cover, ^elen is as gay as usual, but I found 
the "ioad item less so. A t is interesting that one lady mentioned 
the other, —Dallas mentioned .<aco, _ ^n these two letters 
coming but a day apart. 

I saw Celeste for a moment this morning as she grabbec a 
cup off ooffee Before,starting for the ^yraan Cohen funeral held 
in Natchitoches. She was altogctner delighted with her birthday 
greetings from ycm and was so good as to show me the lovely 
picture and to read me the letter which sturck me as being just 
perfect and I could easily u uderstand why there were moist pools 
in her eyes as she concluded it. I thought every sentence 
expertly handled aijd 1 must congratu ate yo,, with many a salvo and 
citation. 

x*ay before yesterday 1 intended thanking you for your 
account of the contents of the holiday article about Louisiana. 

I am glad to know how the material was handled and what was 
stressed and what skipped, naturally I am delignted that 
the Cane "iver country didn't get mentioned since the 
liklihooa of an exclusive article on that subject is accordingly 
that much more accpetable for any of the Curtiss Publishing 
magazines, The more I think about it, the more 1 believe the 
Melrose Memorial plate might well be used as an i lustration 
for the stuff Caroly n and I were fiddling with, since the 
thing is pictorial to start with. an. ends up with some notations 
regarding color that seem to jibe nicely with other salient 
fea ures the proposed account of the regi on . Une striking 
way to open the Dost article might be by remarking that when 
holiday did .Louisiana it did what everybody else before has 
done, skipped, igrnorla or never knew of tr.e fnbuous G a ne Biver 
country. 


JU1 1 
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Friday, February 29th, 1962. 


Memorandum; 

The stamps, if I remember to attach them, are in payment 
of nothing. They simply came to hand in a tiny note from 
la belle Storm, —one of those postage size envelopes contattging 
(containing* but a line and the stamps, and what with all 
the plunder that has been sailing abound here, I have 
completely lost the envelope and note but have found the 
stamps on the coffee-table-bidet, of all places. 

The high winds of *“arch must not have realized February 
had an extra day this year, for they have been blowing 
at about 25 to 30 miles an hour all day, under a warm sun 
and cooling the warm air not at all. We are promised a bit 
of rain for the week end, and hope so, to refresh the plants, 
and especially the newly transplanted crepe myrtles, and to 
dampen the ardor of the road runners at the same time. 

And speaking of the crepe myrtles, I glanced at one of them 
today, and found it was rather larger in its trunk than I 
had supposed, for 1 reckon it must be about ten inches thick 
instead of whatever the lesser figure I estimated yesterday. I 
can't imagine it will survive, t,ut at least 1 shall have had 
a try at it, along with the other three which, perhaps, have 
a 50-50 break, 

I spent the entire morning at Arenbourg, after I got one 
or two little matters taken care of at ¥ucca. I had 
sent Andy, who wasn t working for the plantation, on ahead of 
me, and we really got quite a lot accomplished, especially 
in shaping up the hedges and cutting down 10 foot oakA that 
had volonteered in places they had no right to flourish. 

Everything up yonder seems to have come through into 
full spring a little earlier than the same type of 
plant at *“elrose, although Arenbourg is more air-ish and would 
under normal circumstances tred a little slower, I should 
think. The pears look so wonderful this year, and the blossoms 
were so thick a few wee^s back, x think we should really have 
quite a crop this year. The perfeitmmons haven't put out their 
leaves as yet. 
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With the thermometer at 66 this afternoon and a 
promised drop of 40 negroes tonight, the weather bureau 
is having a great time pointing out that this is one of 
the great variations on record for February 29th, which, after 
all, doesn t come up for air anyway quite so often as do other 
days in -^arah. 

foday i ordered some dahlias for arenbourg on behalf 
of "us-es"' and another batch on behalf of -*elrose for 
...elrose, I have in mind planting the Arenbourg ones by 
the old raggedy house where their stability can be easily 
enhanced by the bannister of the gallery while those for 
Melrose 1 shall plant alon the fence at’the Northwest corner of 
the big house where siad fence separates the two cisterns, 
i’he fence will provide adequate support at that point, as 
against an occasional gust of wind which tends to topple dahlias 
in a region where the extreme richness of the soil induces 
the plants to attain too great a height, Somehow it always 
seeme a little ridiculous to have to round up a ladder before 
being able to cut one's self a harmless bouquet of this 
type of flower, • 

• I am ordering from the Waxahachie Nursery at- Waxahachiet 
rexas, — a town quite near Tyler, the famous rose center of 
Texas where old A *ettie Green’s son developed the American Beauty 
rose. Sometimes Waxahachie is slow in filling orders, but so 
far as the present nstance is concerned, I assume the 
oroor will be filled promptly, since 1 am in no hurry for it. 

In the North one does well to get dahlias i n as soon after bpring 
frosts as possible, it seems to me, whereas in the South I 
prefer planting late for the intense heat of August and 
September tends to writ tx,e blossoms and the colors 
during the hot season are inclined to be much paler than when 
the more moderate days c,rae and the plants take on a more 
sturdy appearance and the colors beraore much more vivid, 

The laeal arrangement is to inouce the plants to come into 
flower along about the middle of September and from there 
on out until the frost knocks them silly after the middle 
of November, they seem to flourish at their best. 

The white draperies for tx.e Chapel aro back, from the 
launday and I am getting —adara -regard to sew on the rings 
and tomorrow i shall rig up that depart.ent and the Chapel 
w;11 be baok in order again. I hold the thought both 
Manhattan and ^elrose may have a measure of quiet this week end... 
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Sunday,.March 2nd, 1952, 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy and mild with a pin point drizzle now and then. 

Some of the crepe myrtles are beginning to put out little 
leaves, and as they are usually slow in the Spring parade, this 
would seem to indicate the procession is actually passing. 

Oddly enough, both at arenbourg and “‘elrose there is a water 
melon red crene myrtle that never succeeds in keeping up 
with any of the other shrubs and trees. Twice Blythe has 
asked me why I have out down the Melrose one, apparently 
as dead as a skeleton when everything else hae made up its 
mind. But eventually it comes through, and when it does, its 
blossoms are the most imposing of any 1 know. 

’ 1 saw Celeste momentarily on Saturday morning. She 

told me when she and -‘adara Begard were alone, some executive 
telephoned from Baton Bouge, asking if representatives of 
Life would be received on Tuesday or Wednesday. She told the 
Baton Bouge caller she knew I would be glad to kick out 
the red carpet. Hummram..... 

1 am hoping this is merely a flock of "Lifers" bent 
on seeing ye'olde plantation and not gunning with camera. 

If little “‘iss Bamsey were in communication with me, she 
would be having a fit, 1 reckon Well, I'm not having 
a fit but I shall be interested to see what is cooking. 

With the Natchez Pilgrimage opening today, pprhaps they 
are shooting hoop skirts today, r-sli 6 htly dampened ones, 
and plan bagging the Cane Biver oo ntry on Tuesday, 

I finished the Altick opus, Scholar Adventurers, and 
while prrts of it ere more interesting tnan others, x should 
have been glad if it had gone on at least a couple of 
thousand pages. 

There were a few letters or brief notes I had in mind 
passing along which somehow got mixed up with some unread 
mail not to mention some trash intended for the waste basket, 
and 'i regret to say, all of these items somehow got confused 
with some unread stuff which may or may not have come to 
your true hand. The only letter I can recall which ^ did 
not read, but which certainly reached me some days back, was 
from “ary ^ambdin, and was probably a mere Thank Xou note 
for the plate, but should it come to your attention, — 
showing up within the past week, x should be glad if you would 
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mention it. 


Although a letter earlier in the week from Shreveport 
threatened a visitation by the Y/enks on Friday, they actually 
got here at high noon today to the accompaniment of the 
usualy flurries of excitement about nothing at all. 

It must be admitted, however, that the little girl 
added to the pandiraoniura a little by knocking the 
water system out of commission in "your” bathroom with 
the result that during dinner the entire pantry and dinning 
room below were flooded, —a gentle note contributing 
greatly to the delights of Sunday dinner. One result 
of this contribution has been the absence of all water 
from the entire Melrose go-round of pipes and conduits 
and I ended up by taking a shower of sorts in a bird bath. 


Pat was home for the week end, but was smart enough to 
accept a Sunday dinner invitation at Paynie’s in town and 
that left Ben and me holding the bags, as usual, when 
such visitations occur, I felt as though I had a lap full. 


Along about the last chapter of the Altick book. 1 tuain 
ran across ianny Bntohford and her study of the Bronte 
books composed during the childhood of dmily and Charlotte 
the latter continuing their- composition until about 
ter 23rd year, , although the first had been tossed off 

W0re 7 or 8 y ear8 old - **om the account, 
it is difficult to imagine how these volumes were 
contrived, When transcribed on a typewriter, the text 

covers about 125 pages, but in the ^route hand-, these 

thS s i? Q of a P^tage stamp, - one inch square, 

thl n u Pag ! 8 V 45008 without saying the text of ‘ 

the original has to be-explored with a microscope, and one 

can but marvel how the Bronte girls could have penned such 
manuscripts. It seems to me if would have been wonderful 
* if tjoy had Penned out a single sheet in such minute 
i« r i^do?fJl t0 haVe creat0d wholQ b °°ks, and year after year, 


Tonight's weather report promises cold and rain for 
J£ 0 f H 8t bj 1 ? 0f this WQek ’ which easily ought to dampen 
the ardor of tomorrows medical assortment, Tuesday's Life 
and .i/ednescay ‘ s "alias contingent, “ell, so be it --for 

the a pil P nmsf.!f tMn * 8 t0 nUeUd t0 ’ aQd 1 sb^’uot miss 





Monday, March 3rd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

a heavy shower at dawning, with hail probably falling 
heavily somewhere off to the "orth, for it grew cold suddenly, 
but warmed into the 70's when the sun come about before 
noon. 

About 20 doctors and assistants showed up for the 
afternoon tour, and no sooner was i done with them that 
some people from Bay City, Wisconsin, where ever that may be, 
came by, unoer the wing of father Calahan, and so i did 
the whole t ing over again. The Wisconsin numbers had been 
in i.atchez yesterday for the opening gun of tha pilgrimage. 
They said there were lots of people. 

And tomorrow, - perhaps, r-comes the Life business. I 
gl6anned another bit of news on t;,at subject from Celeste who 
said she just remembered that curing the Baton Bouge telephone 
conversation, it vas stated that the visit hinged on the wish 
to do -‘elrose for Alfa. That sounds a little complicated 
but I reckon a'h bo abl. to manage it alright. Until 
a conference has been held, it is silly to speculate how 
the matter will be handled. Perhaps .Life can devote itself 
exclusively to Melrose and Caroly n and can cover the 
mulatto area usiug Melrose as a pivot. Perhaps we can stress 
the mulatto while -Life can emphasize the extemporary aspects 
oi the present century against a backdrop of deeper color. It 
will be interesting to see how the thing turns. The 
night prediction for tomorrow is cloudy and cold. That ought 
to take out all the atmosphere of sub-tropical Louisiana 
for everybody. 

” r 

under separate cover are some letters of no moment and 
an article about the Kleisers wh ch .contains nothing especial, 
either. I am glad to report, as you wi 1 note, that the 
Lambdin letter, about which -*■ spoke yesterday, came to hand, 
and indeed contained nothing Of moment It is interesting 
that nobody ever inquires about the identity of Cleraence and 
her house, although am equally impressed that t -e fiivolous 
and pedantic do more inquiring about the Indian Mound than 
any other item on the plate. Perhaps this is because 
it is the only mound in the "atchitoches - Gane Aiver co ntiy, 
and that for the pedants, it comes as a surprise to learn of 
its existence. 


I 
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Drs. “lban and liorce were down from the experimental 
stnion in the Shreveport area today, and remained for dinner. 

You may have noticed Dora's recent inquiry about the availability 
of pecane oil. J. n, knew nothing about it. 1 had never 
heard of the stuff and had no idea for what it might be used, 
and so I asked ur. Alban and he reports it is used for food/as 
any of the food oils, - salades, cooking and so on, but that it is 
so terribly expensive that it seems to bo impossible as a 
commercial item at present. 1 can well imagine. With pecanos 
selling at whatever price they sell per pound, and the probability 
that a pound wouldn t be likely to produce more than a drop or 
.so, 1 should i agine a bottle of the stuff ought to run into 
quite a figure, i must say, however, that 1 should imagine 
the oil, if it oarries anyosuggestion of the pecane i n flavor, ought 
to be as delicious ns the price would seem to suggest. 

.In spite of the dounpour, I made a little round at Arenbourg 
this morning, thinking i couldn t get any more soaked than I 
was after merely jumpo ing frora-^ucca to the xost uffioe, and 
I was delighted to lind that some tender little le.wes were 
already unfolding on the persimmons , which seems to be early, as 
are other things. °f course the pears have been in leaf 
for a couple of weeks or so, —all save two or throe varieties 
that put on their green finery unusually late, but I think this 
time lag in Spring, —and the corresponding one in autumn is 
ever so pleasant, since it seems to give the avenue a much long 
span of shade, say from late February to m id Hovemfeer. 

I am in the doldroms as to reading at the moment, although 
there seems ,to be a book on 'iovernraent or democracy or modern 
governmental trends by Haoul Koussy de Sale or nowever that 
gentleman whom the boy friend used to admire spells his name. 

I never mot the man but once, —I think we attended some broadcast 
in the it. g, a. studioes in the mid 1930‘s, and, if memory serves, 
he has subsequently died, There is another book, a carper 
publication, entitled something like Life on a Hedieval Barony or 
some such, which, if a well rigged thing, ought to give some 
interesting pictures of how things turned “way back yonder", 
although as the years slide along, none of the years of the 
Christian era seem so very far back 

Obviously such a remark suggests I must be gathering a lot 
of Spanish moss in my perruque, but what with planting season in 
full swing, scant grass at the moment is growing under my feet. 
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i’uesday, Liarch /th, 196a. 


Meraor ndumj 

How nice to find your Wednesday and Thursday letters, 
in today's post, and may I thank you billions for 
tellipg all. That your cough and sniffles continue 
doesn't surprise me, what with this curious type of 
influenza dragging on so endlessly in the aftermath 
stages. But, please, please, be kind to yourself and 
if and when possible, gr b off rest. 

it is nice to be able to keep abreast with 
doings below the uulf, and to get some inkling as to 
what the scholars are up to. Well can I imagine they have 
had enough of Winter for one season, for it would 
appear «ew ^nglad has been getting gots of 
it this year. 

I am so glad to hear of "White House Profile" of 
which I .had not heard mentioned. It sounds wonderful 
and I know I would like it. It's about time for 
another Library of Congress selection list for 
Talkktng Books recordings to be coming our way, and 
f you don't mind, I'll bounce it in your direction 
again, and you might tack on the name of the White House 
number as our reco .meudation. 

And speaking of books, I think your recommenda ion 
regarding Daisey in the Dell an excellent one. I shall 
drop her a letter, touching on the matter and we 
might have her add her article to the others on 
iielrose, thus bringing the picture up to date. Or 
rather, she might slip in the original script she. 
submitted to the Dallas Dews which the editor cut consider¬ 
ably. 



/ I have been turning the matter of the manuscript 
over in my mind for some time and have intended 
consulting you on one point that glimmered faintly in my 
imagination, After la Storm returns from Europe and is 
settled at the Bluff again, it might not be a bad 
idea o: Daisey in the uell doesn't get any where 
with the manuscript to send it to la Storm for 
her entertainment. I'm under the impression she 
might feel it should be published, what with her 
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inter st in Louisiana subject matter and her kindness 
toward people in general, Llease let that thought 
simmer in your mind outing the summer and let me know 
what conclusion you reach by autumn. Just because 
la Storm bought the eisters Borraon a new car last year 
is no sign she would engineer the printing of the 
manuscript in question, but she might chance to beat 
the drum in just the right direction and precisely 
the right moment, and the trick might be turned therebye. 

I wasn't at all surprised at your mention of 
the south Louisiana trip nnd -the iron coffin, for I 
reckon' the way I wrote the thing might easily have 
led anyone to suppose I had been among those present. 

*fter all, I have been in that neighborhood with the 
Madam and we have talked iron coffins so often it 
nimost seems as though I had been along in person, and 
heaven - knows I have been t ere often Enough in spirit. 

I'm glad you mentioned the Southern -ook '-lub, or 
whatovei it is called, disinterested people, such as 
la Storm, might be able to do a lot for southern 
subject matter and authors concerned with the same, but 
I have a fooling the Jnrter-Kane group may well be 
motivated by everything except disinterestedness aud 
it seems to me not impossible that the group rai b At well 
sponor a Lane nifo of Dorothy Lix or Mrs. Bobert i£. Lee, 
just as the Bosenwald foundation gave Kane 2 or 3 successive 
grants to write a book he has never written, and, as 
ho explained to me, he never had the slightest intention 
of turning out, * Southern watering pot for 
the nurturing of literary subjects on the south 
might accomplisha wonderful things in the hands 
of hoest gardeners, but of one thing I am sure, Mr. 

Kane is not such a horticulturalist and of Ate 
doubt troubles ray mind as regards nerr darter. 

I regret to say the Life contingent didn't show up 
today, which moans, of course, that they may be 
looked for on the morrow when 1 had hoped to have the 
uecks.fairly clear for Beth ^ead and her companion for 
I dou t like mixing business and pleasure and so far 
as 1 ftm concerned tr.e -^ife thing is b oing to be 
handled in a distinctly non-socifcty manner. I 
dropped Helen a note, beginning by saying she had better 
not upset -arolyn by passing the reference to -nife along 
to her, nnd then adding fu ther along, perhaps she had 
better. • —rut here we are at the end of our chat, * 

nnd again I must say how happy your letters have made my 
day...... 


Wednesday, *“arch 5th, 1952, 


Memorandum: 

I'm writing a little later than usual simply because 
I sat down to hear tx.e Hd. -orrow newscaet, fell asleep 
in my chair, and have just awh&ened two hours later. -»ut 
the necessity of doing a few chores and the realization 
of a desire to splash through a warm bath have restored 
wakefulness and a measure of vim and vigor. 

I am glad to say that Life showed up not at all, which 
saved me los of energy to do other things and, on the 
morrow I think 1 shall be much less busy, should anybody 
show up. 

But Beth ^ead appeared on schedule with y her companion, 
a pleasant woman in her 60's, bringing news from little 
Miss alberta, who:: they saw in iJew urleans, --Miss alberta 
asking them to tell me she wants to come to- paint Melrose 
magnolias in may but is afraid to stay in the big house alone. 
What with r>en, a likely youth f not to mention the noisey 
»enk children, who ou fc ht to be descending on the place to 
remain all summer along about then, little miss A. shouldn't 
be lonesome. 

Beth arrived about 2, reported a pleasant journey, and 
brought greetings from Myrtle of '■'herokee nnd from Miss Myra. 

She also brought a couple of bottles of wine from Solari s, 
or however that purveyor of fine wines in "ew Orleans or- 
however ti at institution spells its name. The labels look 
as though the stuff mi L ht be imported and probably is some kind 
of a rare vintage that tastes i^ke a refined vinegar, as 
usually seems to be my fate inside the cork when n passing 
pilgrim strains himself to do something special. - Beth 
and her companion remained about an hour, nnd I was glad to 
chat with them, for my morning had been active and the balance 
of my day would be equally so. -L he weather was pure spring, 
and the bac*. gallery just right. - After a little tour 
with tne ladies, 1 suggested they collapse there, and what 
with my casement window, along side my bed being open, I 
let the Gaballero rendition of the Strauss ./altzes filter 
out from my boudoir while the ladies caught their breath 
and I returned to give a couple of suggestions to some gardening 
operations that had just reached the boiling point when they 
arrivea, _ . 
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I titink the opportun ty to catch their breath and the delights 
supplied by the .daballero artistry gave just tr.e right touch 
to the travelers before they sampled a little glass of wine, 
and headed out for Texas. 

Yesterday J. H. sent me a flock, of laborers because 
he didn't have anything for them to do at the moment and tnought 
1 mi£ht like to turn them loose in the crepe myrtles, ms 
idea'in crepe myrtles is snipping off an inch or two from tr.e 
top most twigs every year. My policy is to trim them ever 
other year, and cut off 2 or 3 feet, keeping the trees at 
a standard height, while, were his theory followed, the things 
would eventually end up as sky scrapers, as usually happens 
when field hands are turned loose in the t arden», tney 
frolic quite a lot, smash up a heap of valuable stuff, ana 
spend most of their time piddling. Jh.is morning 1 was 
determined if 1 was a^ain to receive such a foock of 
brawny blacks, I was going to have something to show for 
operations at. the eud of the day, and so/with the opeuing 
e un I shid I didn’t want any gardeners but merely a few 
fence movers, and that is wnat r ’I got. *nd so, after too lon b 
a delay, I got a fence moved, —the onejnst beyond, - to tne 
Bast, of the fan light in x he studio. I pushed it ana its 
big old sprawling double gate back as far as the water 
tower, therebye creating a new garden for ^elrose and 
a hear, of pleasure for myself in thus contriving wnat had oeen 
a wood lot and pasture into the foundation for a new garden, 
fifteen or twenty g'..od sided ciepe myrtles had to De mansplanued 
to the sight of the uew fence, gobs of giants beard dug from 
some place and moved thiti.er to form borders for flow.r oeds, 
gobs of day lilies moved to b ive specia greenery to the new beds 
and so on and so forth. *ndy w>,s 6 iving me a heand, and 
anybody Anew it, a new paitorre had turned wnere Dut yesteraay 
had been a paradise of burdock andweeds. "nd that was tnat. 

ag beta and her friend drew away from the front gate, 
a car stopped wr.ere thetr 1 s had stood. It was the lady doctor. 

She happened to be heading- toward the residence of the Widow 
of uyuan w ohen down the road, and merely wanted to chat at 
this unexpected conjunction of two luminaries whose paths so 
seldom cross. She reported on ■cater who had gone to her yesteraay 
on my recommendation, - a boil inside his ear, aud she waiited 
to pass along the latest gossip from town that le raaitre 
had defiuite iaeason a final gooacye to the carper s bazaar 
number quite similar to ti.at napoleon exercised in terminating 
his rel tions with Joesphine, - a rumor neither of us put any 
stock in. 1’hus my day played out and hence this tiresome 
letter. I'm feeling sleepy but well, and may you say as much... 


'Thursday, »iarch 6th, 1&52. 


iUiL 


Memornadura; 

How-nice to find your copy of Holiday in this morning's 
post. It'8 advent was most tiraelywfcat with tday being 
Khipmeyer ^ay, and so we had a good go at the Street article, 
although we came no where near completing it, and so I 
shall set it out, come next Thursday, when we may have 
another go at it. 

It is interesting that in today's post came two letters 
referring to the street article. It is premature, of-course, 
for me to judge it, since I haven't finished it, but what I 
did read I found exceedingly readable and withal quite jolly, 
and sufficiently paradoxical in many of it statements as to 
make it unusually appealing. 

I found his treatment of the average citizens _ the one 
living north of aed'hiver, tne other living South 6f"it, to 
be an excellent way to- present the difference between the 
flordic ilorth and the .Latin aouth, »nd the traits attributed to 
each were pat, it seemed to me. 

I am saving the pictures to see in tomorrow's day light, 
as Hr. Knipraeyer arrived before I had had an opportunity 
to turn through the body of the magazine, and I preferred to 
hear him read slap off, since I could turn through the pages 
and view the Patlanges and 30 on at m y leisure. But circumstances 
pilled up immediately afcer i>r. — loft, and it was dark before 
I got bake to home base from pirouetting from parteere to 
pax oerre. 

I suppose there is no relationship aetween the Overdyke 
lack of enth siasm over the street article and the uvordyke 
enthusiasm for ^r. Taft And yet there may be. I take 
it br. evordyke is a rujged individualist, --an odd character 
for one in the nistory business. His reasoi. for looking with 
favor on Taft as one who would save us from becoming a 
socialist ^tate seems odd. After all, what's worng with a 
socialist state, I think * shall ask hi ro> I suppose 
Switzerland, benraark, Sweden and so on are socialist states 
in one form or another, and if I understand the matter 
correctly the logical eveloreraent of any civilization that 
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is likely to survive very long is going to move of 
necessity in the direction of what 1 understand to be a 
socialist state uf course «y most fearful objection to Taft 
is my feeling that he would try to set the clock, back were 
he to be elected, but on second thought, that might hasten 
a forward jump rather than a logical forward step for come to 
think of it, we must always be indebted to Herbert noover 
for having made S. D. 5. inevitable, and with -^r. .aft as 
definitely a rugged individualist in po iitics he mi fc ht 
gum up the works sufficiently to that a flock’more of uoosevelt 
ideas, blocked by the war, might get into ^aw, if Ur. 

Taft would only make the White nouse for a sin 6 le session. 


The weatner remains wonderfully clear but a cold 
Northeast winde today kept the thermometer ±n the 60's, and 
tonight, although a little "air-ish", the sty is lovely, what 
with a nice fat waxing’moon and the-promise of warmer days ahead. 

I suppose A lingered a little ong over a couple of things 
I was trying to finish and so got a little cold, with the sniffles 
coming back on me tonight. * hut I'm taking a couple of 
Tills, passed along by the lady doctor, - and they seem to be 
pretty good for breaking up a cold, and I believe I shall be 
quiie rid of the thing by morning. 

I'm not reading much at the moment for the havis book 
about a medieval castle, its life and its various aspects of 
life are informative, but the volume is read by somebody or 
other who has a curious, monotonous voice, and I find 
myself asleep before x get three minutes into a single page. 

But i like that sort of thing occasionally ^or x find it 
any excellent way to get caught up on sleep if one really isn't 
tired, and 1 always try to keep one of that type within reach 
just in case i don t ’collaspe as soon as I want to, which is 
might seldom. ° 

I am disregarding the request of haisey in the -Dell to 
destroy the data concerning ,eeks, - first, because I want 
to share it with you and secondly because in your file, it 
will never reflect unpleasantly on anybody concerned, while 
eventually it<may serve as a pertinent piece of mosaic in the 
picture of contemporary life in .Louisiana. The mystery shrouding 
the episode at the time of its inception is thus clarified 
and seems to me a:necessary link in the sa^a of one who is some¬ 
thing more tnau a minor character on the current scene. If I 
am wron. in not having aestoryed the letter, feel perfectly free 
to do so. 
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Friday, “larch 7th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Another cloudless day with the sunshine still 
tempered by a chill Bast wind. But I didn't mind it, 
what with the raedecine I took last night seeming to 
eradicate the cold, and sniffles completely. 

And so, with the ex help of a couple of dusky 
assistants, I set in new ^osts and stretched wire on a new fence 
between Arenbourg and Alfred, the othr having just about 
played out. There was ample air astir, but somehow I 
didn t mind it so much as yesterday, and I reckon it was 
a bit warmer. 

A t was good to near from Ora again, and I shall 
be glad to welcome her guests. We have had so many 
dampish week ends, although not always on Sunday of late, 
that 1 am hoping the 16th may be pleasant. The Parrish 
■Library, having nothing by way of connection with Ora's 
college outfit, telephoned me this morning, saying that 
Bssae -iae was planning to pass;this way shortly, and inquired 
if I had heard the names of any of her guests, as they 
were making a list of guest speakers but lacked one or two 
names andnoped I might supply them. I understand 
friend rostell is doing a song and dance and Or. Lyle, 

Librarian of ■“. S. U among others. It will be 

pleasant to see Postell I don t know Or. Lyle. 

• © 

In receiving the libraians, I have already decided 
they will not have access to the scrapbooks, not to much 
as a glance in the direction of the second floor of tne big house. 
It is possible none of the archives people will be numbered 
among those who will be received, --they are the ones 
qlways making a racket, believe, but if nobody visits 
the scrapbook collection, they at least will not carry away 
any memory of their appe -ranee. 

As fo? the threatened guests of Tuesday or Wednesday, 
there hasn t been a "p;p "peep out of Life", as it were. I 

thinfc Both^Life and the Baton Aougeofficials who telephoned 
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for the appointment are out of order, since a second 
telephone or a line, mentioning confusion in the original 
schedule had forced an alteration of their plans. But 
frankly I'm just as happy if they never do show up. ..fter all, 

I don t have to heat the drum in hopes of enticing some 
pilgrims to this bond of the river, and a go-round in Life 
would probably ^ut a heap of Ideas in va ioue peoples minds, - 
especially those who are foot-loose ana dying for a bit of 
excuse to waste somebody else's time. 

^t the Post Office this morning, a tall mulatto youth 
entered with a slip of a girl, - that is to say, not a girl's 
slip, but a young-ish young lady, and the youth whom 
I did not rocognized, came to me with his co panion and 
said he would like to introduce Edward's wife. I couldn't 
imagine any Edward I knew who would be likely to have such a fair- 
skinned spouse, and I didn't want to act bB though non¬ 
plused, and so 1 made some inane small chatter and they went 
on their ay. A t turned out that the tall youth was one of 
the mulatto ^errills, one who was rescued back to life after 
having pretty well drowned a year or so agno, - some of 
the aands doing the rescuing, as 1 recall and iidward 
is a brother who has been, as I learned subsequently in 
the Orient-, where he married a girl in the Pillipines. 

'.Vhat her status, racially, may be, A wouldn't, have the vaguest 
notion, altough 1 suppose Phillipine pre-supposes a bit 
of yellow and possible a dash of black, although that is 
purely a guess on ;.y part In any event, Cane - k iver must 
seem like quite a piece ffom the js' ar Pacific, and since -dward 
must be in a colored company, I suppose the wife may likewise 
have some claim to a similar ancestry, or some other color paralle 
ing. Just so long as she is happy in this far away new home of 

hers, that's all that matters, but it must seem far, I imagine. 

The dahlias ordered from V/axahaoie, Texas, arrived 
today, and I find hem apparently A, No. 1, so far as 
health and the promise of vigor may be judged from the 
roots which look alarmingly like sweet potatoes. I i .mediately 
slapped them into a cool resting place and shall leave them 
in that situation for another week or two, for I don t want to 

plant them too early ? not for fear of frost, but ratfier the 

intense heat 0 f fun’summer. \ « 

l 

j’air and Warmer is the forecast for local week end weather. 

* or you, j-'ra holding the thought it may be -restful and full 
of relaxation.... 


Sunday, March 9th, 1958. 


Memorandum: 

except for the racket that seems to have become a firmly 
established cu tom for ounday dinner, —the Wenks, —the 
week end has been comparatively quiet. 

Pilgrims have been comparatively quiet, too, although 
I must confess it hasn't trickled away to the vanishing point 
as£ yet. Okalhoran City, for example, paused at the 
molroe gate before 9 o'clock this morning, bent on doing 
Melrose, after spending the night at Natchitoches, and then 
proceeding to "atchez, Bellingrath Gardens, New Orleaus, and 
so back to home base. I had already been up for hours when 
Sam Peace brought me a note from the pilgrims, which 
was so much waste paper sinceneither Sam nor can read, but 
I got the general idea regardless. 

Pat is here for the week end. had some boys 
down from the air base who lingered at Celeste's for dinner, 
and then came to see me. They were but recently returned 
Bavaria and seemed eutranced when I inquired about the status 
of Linderhof, Herrencheraisee and Newschwanstein, ana it 
goes without saying 1 was delighted to learn that all 
three are being kept up nicely by whatever the present 
Bavarian government is, - American or German, I forgetting 
to ask, but believe it is German. 

I am happy to report I got a little reading done 
on Saturday night. In a carton labeled "Ihre Lectures on 
Lemocraoy by Carl Becker, I job sampled the first page 
and found t/:e contents excellent. Herr Becker dated the 
ireface from Itbao, New *ork, so i assume he may be a 
Joruell professor, i'he lectures wore given at Gharlottsville 
at the diversity of Virginia. 

But to tell the truth, 1* was disappointed when I 
discovered the whole business was complete on tnree 
rocrode, and J - was curious to find what the balanoe of a 
dozen records in the same carton might contained., since 
tne^e was no notation on the outside of the carton. Shnhh.. 
dou t breath it loud enough for senator McCarthy to hear, -- 
it was he on Totsky's "Capitalism of Karl Marx." It seemed 
erudite but dull, and -l merely skimmed through it. 


/ 


■ 
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>^n occasion, I fear I'm-inclineu to be a little 
ro^ 0 h on jei.este, but today she brougnt forward one of her 
noblest gestures wnen she learned Pat's friends were 
coming to see him, arriving before noen for she 
instinctively sense that Pat would be ufider a nerve strain, 
entertaining civilized people at dinner with all the 
Went hubbub going on, and accordingly invited Pat 
to have his ftiends come with him across the fence to 
dinner # At least there was peace and good will, and 
what's*more the food is always excellent, so that angle 
of the day turned out to perfection. 

It started drizzling about 5 o'clock, and nr. 

Hand and Luther u arrison dropped in to see me just 
before a sudden little shower passed this way. There 
didn't seem to be much nows tiut it was pleasant to chat with 
tnera, and I shall thiufc of their visit later tonight 
when '1 explore what undoubtedly is an elegant supper -olythe 
sent along for y delectatio^ 

The Lark ^uke passed by to see yesterday evening. ~e 
says Peter’s ear seems to be draining alright and that 
their sister, ^lle, is going to take him back to Alexandria 
with her tonight, for she was to drive up today to 
see how he was getting long and l shouldn't be surprised 
if *eter remains in Alexandria with her for a few 
months or perhaps pe raanently for he and -ugene don't 
get along well together and friction on the planation 
usually inclines the person of color to withdraw, 

*»nd speaking of na es, 1 was delighted when in 
response to m y inquiry, my secretary, ¥. B -*ack, told mo 
whence his name stems, nis father, known locally as Beau 
liaak, is named A. 0. Maokj while his mama, - Juanita, 
has always been called by that name, although looal dialect 
pronounces Juanita as though it were spelled Y- n ita. *nd 
so when the first born son arrived, they took a segeraent of 
both papa and mama's names and dubbed the child Y. Q 
just as simple as that. * * 

So begins a new week, and one that wi 1 probably 
be fairly busy, and so I am glad of the comparative quiet 
of yesterday and today. I so much hoDe you have had 
a measure of the same peacefulness, it somehow lends so much 
strength to run of the mi 1 demands of the work-a-day week 
that follows...... 
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Monday, March 10th, 1952. 


.Memorandum: 

r < t 

now nice to find your letter of Tuesday-Wednesday i n today's 
post. 

LordJ Lord] non't worry your pretty head about the Storm 
clippings. They sif-here on my desk, ..-that is all. I immediately 
on receiving t om, wrote la Storm, asking if 1 might keep them 
a little longer and then, __what with indifferent secretaries, 

I believe she did not mention them, and from day to day I have 
awaited a letter, and so the thing has dragged on. I shall 
speak of them later, and try to explore them if possible right 
soon. u ad I only known there would have, been such a gang-up of 
circumstances, —no reader, no response from The Bluff Plantation, 
the clippings might have sailed to Manhattan and back a half 
dozen times while I waited. 

I'm so happy you had such a pleasant evening at the 
Theatre on i'ues ay evening, and how. kind it is of you to 
give me such relealing glimpses of Miss Skinner's under¬ 
takings in her current venture. fu^y she is a-reraarkable 
artist and 1 am hoping an appreciative public will make the 
current run both long and profitable to her, both on her 
own acco nt and on the general enc uragement that must follow 
in similar lines of tneatrioal excellence. 

Tonight's news casts indicate there has been a great deal 
of weather in the Mobile and Oklahoma Jity regions. It has 
rained and drizzled here since last night and quite a lot of 
water came down, but while the winds at times were brisk, I 
reckon they never exceeded 25 miles an hour, ad what with 
the thermometer rising last night, the wet and warm will 
make thii t s jump in tho gacdon department. A late bulletin 
from the weather department indicates the storm center has 

moved out of Louisiana and into Mississippi. 

An air mail from Helen came in today's post. It was 
cancelled on Friday, and naturally was delivered today, and 
I got around to read it about first dark tonight, as she 
suggests a response, if I cannot entertain her and Micille, - 
the response to be sent to the Hews Tribune, —whioh obviously 
is closed at this hour of first dark, I shall send her a 
wire in the morning, saying 1 can't "sleep" -them. Actually 
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.Tuesday, March 11th, 1952. 


I..could, but there is too much cooking in the offing, —the 
chance of frienas of unpleasant members of the family honoring 
and I see no reason to go through the exoitement of trying to 
make both ends meet when the Waco ladies can just as readily 
park at the Natchitoches hostelry, —if they come this way. 

Frankly, too, I think the uotice a little limited, although th 
time element is-something people don t seem to realize exists 
the country, -uy the same token, people really do come here 
on occasion from Alexandria or Natchitoches, simply because 
they feel sorry for me, sitting here with nothing to ao, or, 

^erhaps because they are sitting in Alexnadria or Natchitoches 
casting'about for entertainment because they, in reality, are the 
ones who are bogged down with an over supply of time. 

another element in lihe aoo letter gave me pause, —they 
arrive here on Wednesday evening and they sail from New 
Orleans on Saturday. For all 1 know they may have a million 
dates in New w rleans prior to sailin , but since I don't know, 
and since they might figure on lingering hero for Wednesday, .Thursday 
and Friday until about noon, that order would be too much, since 
the Shreveport contingent tfn atened to honor us on Thursday or 
Friday, and I see no pleasure in trying to mix that Waao oil 
with the ohrevport water. , 

If peoplowould only indicate the proposed length of 
a visit, it would be so much easier all around. 

I reckon I'l receive the Wolfax contingent tomorrow morning 
in a sea of mud, a,nd in view of the impending convention of 
the library Association in ahreveport, I have no doubt 
Sesae *uae, Lois ■‘•ester and ^eaven knows Wi.at others will 
probably be passing this way on their way North. By Wednesday 
night, things ought to bo at bang-up tempo, and I'll be glad 
to contemplate next week when everyone gets "put", as, of course, 
n.ver will happen.. 

r 

I notice a letter from Beth ^ead, Nora, Nina and so on, but 
I'm hoping none of them oontain anything suggestive of a visit. 

Tomorrow t o two nieces of r-ostan -crudhomme are coming to dine with 
Celeste and “*adam Regard and I have received a pressing invitation 
to break bread with them. They are both delightful ladies 
and conversation will be as gay as the food is.good but I have 
declined simply because I sense impending visitations from 
this one or, that from South Louisiana, and it is easier to 
k,eep the docket clean and thus avoid any last minute changes 
of plans. —IV s so good having your letter and to know 

everything is rocking r along perfectly so far as our own comparison 
of notes goes, - and we can stand all tne rest if we have just that.... 


Lots of sunshine today, and we could stand it, after 
all of yesterday's rain. We are promisee warmer weather 
for the morrow — and rain. 

I got a tel gram off to Helen this morning' early, 
rficommending they stop at the hotel in Natchitoches. 

Then I telephoned Ora t« ^et an estimate as to the 
approximate number of pilgrims I might expect on Sunday. 

I was slightly taken aback to learn from her servant she had 
boon rushed to the hospital on bunday. ..mraram....... 

lily '■'61 fax pilgrims were only an hour late in arrivng. 

The number was augmented bjr what might be styled post 
graduates, I 5 uoss. There were perhaps 30 students 
and about half as nany grown ups, some of the latter having 
been here on a historical society round a couple of years 
* back, the Mayor of Montgomery, -La., and the ^ord knows what 
other individuals. I think,the tour was successful from 
the guests' angle. It wasn t from the host's. If I agree 
to pilot a graduating class^about, that is one thing, but 
it is something else a, ain when other people horn in on the 
party. I shall receive a bread-and-butter note from the 
institution in a few days, I reckon. I shall reply with 
sarcasm, and when the next graduating cl- ss asks to be 
received, X shall make it explicit that I will receive 
the graduating class. Period. 

After dinner X dropped by Celeste's to say howdy to 
Miss Julie and Miss Clothilde. They were as gracious 
as ever but puzzled because I never visit them in town. 

as I heaaod out to g t on with some gardening, - after 
a 15 minute chat, I noticed a car stopping at the front gate. 

It was Dr. and ^rs. John kyser of the college and some kin 
folks from Chicago. They stated frankly the reason for their i 
visit was two fold, —to let Chicago see what ye olae plantation 
looked like and to consult with me on a letter they had 
heard about but not read, written to a Natchitoches paper last 

* i , ; : j * • % * ' ' • • - t 
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December. Ihpy didn't haye the derails but the w-ayor 
who also had not seen it but had heard of it had told them 
it covered some pertinent points regarding festivities 
for the hoxin or father foaters for said festivities, 

>*hile Ghicgo u explored tne gardens, x gave them a thumbnail 
sketch of- the ideas, They seemed entranced and as they are 
on the BoaryJ that determines on a program, and usually 
puts it’ through the civic machine of the lown fathers, 

I suppose the design will be incorporated at next week's 
meeting, held to determine and make appropriate plans for 
effecting the ting. 

uX. Kysor is for ^r. 1’aft and he can have him, V/e 
got little chance to gossip. the only thing of interest I 
heard was that Jimmie and - l osalyn Aswell were at the Kyser 
home last night and Jimmie said he is having difficulty 
ending up the manuscript of his latest novel. I gathered 
from one word dropped that siad author has fallen off the wagon 
again which perhaps increases his writing difficulties, for 
I believe he inclines toward be ng extreme, —completely 
soaked when off the wagon, but a rabid prhibitionist when on. 

I hope that they, —or at least he, doesn't honor me too 
soon, ne seems rather more mellow when off the wagon, 
but simmering in sex when dry, and I've never taken the 
trouble to decide which state makes him more tiresome. 

Ihe enclosures speak for themselves. I never did get 
around to read Hina's letter or Beth's. Bora's contains 
an amusing episode, the like of which I hadn't heard before. 

Ihe dtorm card speaks for itself. Prom the dtorra card, I 
take it there must be great disadvantages for rich people 
when tax time rolls round. If a poor beggar, starving 
for a crust of bread-, could only imagine the mental tortures 
the baker has to go through in setting forth tons of steaming 
hot loaves., # 

I believe «. a. must have gone to “hicago on the train 
last week end. anyway he telephoned this morning to 
say he was hopping a plane and would be home tonight. I'm 
glad he doesiVt seem to mind such infernel jaunting. 

nr. Kyser spoke of a new book by Bowes, or some such name, 

I reckon it s the same one ad. sorrow mentioned tne other 
nignt. j. gather from the myser account tha^; tne book points 
out the current revolutionary movement ien t distrubiting the 
wealth but concentrating it in the hands of the rich. That 
may be, too, so many revolutions are like that still I 
can t picture “*r. Taft carrying the banner for’the paupers. 


Wednesday, march l&th, 195B. 


pernor andum: 

It was supposed to rain today, but it didn't. Ihe 
promise is for showers tonight, but the sky is star- 
spangled 

Accordingly made the most of the weather in 
refurbishing some parterres and gen:erilly transplanting 
stuff which ought to thrive after so much rain. 

one letter from Alexandria in the morning post, 
was resting in my armoir at <d o'clock, awaiting the 
4 o'clock appearance of my secretary when iiaud Pattison 
ana narold V/faeadon appeared, fheir arrival, it seems, 
had been announced in the letter. 

Ihey wanted to discuss illustrations for a book 
on old negro servants which maud,has written recently. 

I believe they had another axe or two to grind, but 
I only took up the first one, —some roots of the Orinoco, 
and then after giving them a few pointers on how 
to approach Olemence for some paintings, sent them on 
their way. 

maud, a rugged individualist, was much depressed because 
mr. Taft fared so badly in the "beauty contest" in Hew 
.Hampshire yesterday. I expressed my sympathy for her 
and let it go at that, .after all, one either does 
or n does not favor the Ohio gentleman, and I reckon 
there isn't much point in starting an argument on his 
virtues. 

We have been having supper aoout 6 o'clock recently, 
and just as -i- started for the big house at 5 minute 
after the hour, I met ^elen and mucille on the front 
gallery of rucca. . Ihey had brought an enormous box 
o fried chicken, boiled eggs, sandwiches, cake, candy and 
^eaven knows what all. I thought melon seemed a 
little tiredand I have no doubt the cruise will be just 
the thing for her. Lucille's husband is meeting them 
when the dock on their return trip, —at Llobile, I believe, 
on *pril 4th, and I believe they plan to linger a little 
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at Biloxi or some such place before heading back, 
to Waco. Lucille tolls me her husband is wild about 
getting ov.r to the Cane “iver country for fishing just 
as soon as the proper time has arrived, and wants to 
know if he should being a speed boat with him which 
he will be glad to do if it isn't convenient to obtain 
them here on the river, Melrose never had a speed boat 
and I'm not going to got the Bands to contribute one of 
theirs. If o^y Carl harness and Holt Massey could 
stir up a fishing expedition j 0 intly t °P Qrntin g out 
of Batchitoches, that would be wonderful, i- frankly 
wouldn t dare suggest such a thing for fear both of 
them would jump at the suggestion and the first thing I 
knew I would find myself bogged down in a fishing party 
which 1 relish not at all. 

1 'he Laisey in the Bell enclosure speaks for itself. 

If the lady contemplates coming this way by car, it 
might be very convenient to be able to run through 
the manuscript with her and let her take it along 
with her if she isn't already bogged down with her old 
dective stories, _ I hope not. 

I supposeyou have noticed in the press or heard 
on the air the co xarfcson of the Hew nampshire primary 
compared to a Beauty Contest which i n which three 
or four of the c-ntestants strut their stuff before 
the jury while two of them, insteau of havingxtk 
the advantage of the personal touch, are simply represented 
by pictures of tnemselves being carried in the parade 
of Beauties by their respective mamas _ and the 
killing thing about the result is that the contestant 
who didn't appear won firt prize, I liked that 
bit of whimsey. 

But the hour grows late, and I had better start 
foloiug my beard, for I want to do a round at 
Arenb urg oarly-oarly before undertaking some re-arrange¬ 
ments of the iris garden at Melrose before it is time fox 
the Lnipmeyers. I sha 1 be so glad of that opportunity 
to explore further in the Street. article which we 
started last week, thanks tp your thoughtfulness 
in sending Holiday. 

With tonight's guests so tired, conversation was 
on the dull side, but I'm glad the moon was big and round 
and pretty, - if made their i pression of the gardens so 
favorable, x think, as they departed. 
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Thursday, march 13th, 1953. 


Memorandum: 

i'he atmosphere has been odd today, . a whte-ish 
fog seeming to prevail, although sufficinetly thin to 
permit a va ue suggestion of bluein the sky, and to 
permit the sun to cast a shadow, but rather faintly. The 
Texas panhandle dust bowl is blowing and has been for 
the past day, but will cease speeding it apwl over thing, 
pall, perhaps,, along about tonight. 

If I can find the Beth whatever her name is letter, 

I shall enclose it It is interesting only because of 
its lack of reason’for the most part. I recall her 
having mentioned nothing about urs, for example, when l/V > 

she passed this way, and therefore the reference to them is 
completely lost on me. *nd the irksomenature of her relations 
with her companion is understandable but not peroisely 
pertinent in such a letter, it seems to me # I find it, 
in fipe, among the more remarkable epistles coming to hand 
for just the reason that it seems to be swinging at variance 
around anyone lany one) of a variety of subjects or moods, 
in none of which 1 am interested, although the writing 
having to do about Robert is well contrived, 1 must say. 

I had such a busy morning I. thought x would 
collapse for ten minutes or so this noon and run through 
the current Talking .cooks Topics which came to hand in 
record form today. But the Charles .<oods came just as 
I sat down, heading for ^ake Charles and asking if they 
might pick me up tomorrow on their return, and so•accompany 
them to Natchitoches to have dinner with them. Baturally 
I declined. I find it takes so long to get rid of that 
old Virus I business with the thing "hoovering” around so 
long after the full fury of the business has been spent. 

I'm wondering if you ore experle cing the same dwaddling 
tendency on the part of the raisere to eliminate itself com¬ 
pletely. 

I telephoned the R. B. V/illimas residence this afternoon 
to enquire how the lady, hospitalized on Sunday, might 
be making it. licture my surprise when I discovered she 
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was home from college and was just heading out to round 
up some groceries, flow is it people collapse on Sunday 
and are back on all cylinders three days later. 

She wanted to talk a little about the Sunday tour. 

15 he said several people from about the State who declined 
attending the Shreveport Library association meeting did put 
in applications to visit Melrose, i'he idea of having 
a tea or supper or whatever on Sunday night has been shelved 
bo'cause people don t want to miss Melrose and don't want 
to hurry. flobody asked me on that score. i'he number 
of people journeying this far afield will be somewhere 
around 100, I expect, and Sssae ^ae, among others, is 
threatening to drag some aut ors with her. 

I haven Q t told Celeste as yet that librarians will 
be turning up under every new loaf in the garden on Sunday, 
but x think 1 shall adviseher on the morrow that if she 
is going to be home on Sunday, she had better rig up her 
Church calendar so as to skip vespers and give me a hand 
in the receiving line. Celeste just loves tlaking with 
people and she can do just that in the big house. 

If the weather i, fair and warm, I shall harangue the 
crowd in the o en under the big oak. My remarks will be 
mighty brief, but Dr. tfatson, the founder of whatever this 
branch of the book section is, has asked me if 1 would honor 
them, and 1 shall sing them a couple of well chosen couplets 
and let it fc o at that, -*fter all, who in the world wauts to 
near a lecture on Sunday evening ai twilight. I think 
I shall try to pin Celeste down in the big house and 
retreat to iucca where I am hoping on the bacu c allery x 
can gather a few interesting people togetner for a little 
chat. I like my tours small, but if they must bo large, I 
like them sufficiently big to be able to split up into 
Lr..<ill clusters so that at least a few kindred souls can have 
a go at things. 

I am rather sorry I missed all the newscasts and 
commentators yesterday, for should have liked to • 
hear some of the observations on the doings in flew 
Hamphsire on i’uesday. But there will be others and 
others, end on end, becawsen now and November, and I reckon 
I shall have had an amply efxax opportunity to choke 
many an orator on such matter long ere then. 



Friday, March 14th, 195k. 


Memorandums 

The weather continues cool and cloudless but the 
dust storm continues veiling the sun considerably. 

I always look forward to receiving the Talking 
Books Topics record which came yesterday, but for some reason 
or other, 1 haven t oven gotten around to run through the 
thing as yet. rofhaps I shall take time out tonight to 
do sol 

7 /e ate a little later than usual tonight and it was 
after sundown when x got back to *ucca where I found Beau 
-iack awaiting me, prepared to shear my looks a little, 
accordingly 1 missed the iSd Morrow news cast, but having the 
fringe taken of the nap of ray neck is the recompense for 
its absence will save me from the necessity of investing in 
a ribbon to catch up my perruque. Beau said his boy, *. J., 
who faired to show up this afternoon, ha$ gone some place to 
spend the night with his cousin. I didn t m <nd his 
absence, since the postman didn t wear htmself toating 
mail pouches in my direction th5s morning. u ne of these 
ays i shall probably get several letters all in a batch. 

I made it a point to see Seleste at coffee this 
morning for 1 wanted to invite her to join me in receiving 
the authors and librarians on Sunday, ihen, too, —ana 
tnis is the selfish angle, i thou b ht it might be nice 
if she would receive in the library where some of thee who 
are old timers at -elrose might like to sit and chat 
while others were concentrating on the Yucca and 
African nouse seditions, dhe was very nice abput it but 
said unless x wouldn^t feel happy alone, she so much wanted 
to go to town on Sunday afternoon. It seems all her set 
plays cards at the Aiks «lub on Saturday afternoon, as they 
will on the morrow, but on Sunday fternoon one of the ladies 
is going to have a few of the girls in for bridge and 
she wjuld so much hate to miss it. She said she was 
positive about Saturday afternoon, for that is as 
firmly established a custom as w hurch, but althought her 

1 
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r 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ fff1~5889 _ in the Southern Historical 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Col lection, 
TO 


f 


5359 


acquaintance when she spoke about a Sunday game hadn't been 
postive about unday, still she thought it was probable and 
would let her know at the Llks bridge tomorrow, and if 
the "unday game as on, she would so hate to miss it. 

i told her I could readily appreciate her viewpoint 
and that 1 had mentioned the authors and librarians merely 
because l thought she might not be busy, and having 
nothing to do, might be amused to join us, and that I 
thought they would arrive late enough so she would be back 
fro. church before they got her. .she said she wasn't 
going to whuroh anyway, since the card game would be 
going on at that time. 

Lew if i can just get the "enks well on their way 
to .shreveport before ti.e cavalcade heads in .this way, 
everything ought to rock along merrily. 

On the floral front, the present cool spell has slowed up 
the advance of the greenery a bit., but the more nardy 
opring flo.,ers continue unfolding their blossoms regardless. 

The German iris which 1 find so much more satisfying than 
the more delicate native, is doing very nicely. At 

Arenbourg the big deep blue Emperor of China, _a rather 

rare item in this region, is an especial source of 
delight at the moment while the white and pale yellow 
banners ate approaching their peak of perfection. 

*nd speaking of plants, i must confess a hoax I 
permitted to establish itself in the mind of a friend a week 
or so back. Along the front gallery, amdist the banana 
and butterfly lilies, both of which have new growth about 
8 inches in height, are scattered a number of earthware pots 
in which I always grow butterfly lilies so that 1 may 
send the same to this person or that, when blossoming times 
rolls ’round in July, On Sunday when Dr. Hand was here 
with Luther “arrison he inquired with just a touch 
of asperity In his v6ice; "What in the world do you think 
is going to happen to those'bananas planted in thos pots 
there on the gallery, and can you possibly believe 
they are going to do ahy growing in such a small pot." 

It is true the pot is not more than a foot ac oss and perhaps 
8 inches deep, and ti.e soil would scarcely cover the root 
of ti.e smallest banana. But I accepted the question with 
seemiu 6 casualness and remarked that every year I planted 
the same thing in them so x could move it about easily curing 
the summer whereever the impulse impelled me to. Dr. 

Hand said he couldn't imagine the things growing at all. 

I suggested he have-a look for himself in 


5360 


Sunday, ..'larch 16th, 1952. 


.iemorandum: 

It remains cool, but fair, and there were plenty of 
pilgrims, none of which were of primary Interest. 

On Saturday iissae mae sent me a message, saying she 
was sorry she was forced to take the midnight train for 
Baton Houge and so would miss getting to “‘elrose. W. D. 
Postell telephoned from flatchitoohes this morning, saying 
he had to catch the 2 o'clock train for "ew Orleans, and 
so would be unable t get down. But it was pleasant 
to chat with h^ ra and he was hoping to contact the lambres at 
Bermuda with a view to making a rangements for the summer 
on the Joyeous Coast, which I hope he may do. 

Pat, Ben and 1 dined with the J. n, u Q nrys and the 
food and conver ation was ever so pleasant. Sister and 
her crowd with a couple of gue.ts blew in just after 
i had returned to Yucca. I am glad to have met their 
two friends whom they had explained were lovely ladies, 
twins, and one of them the wife of some imposing physician 
of Chicago. The reason x was glad to meet them because 
I had forgotten there are bound to be lots of people of the 
same type,;no matter how curious the pattern, scattered around 
in the world and the two ladies, almost micigits, turned out 
to be ever sd much like Sister, and it's pleasant to know 
she is thus acquainted with people who approximate but 
I am sure never aoual her unique distinctions. 

Ihe librarians arrived around 4:45, - a little earlier 
than I had anticipated after Friend ■‘■ostelle had told me of 
their afternoon's schedule. 

I harangued t. e gotiieriug unuer the big oak on ray 
or rather on their arrival, as the group ws made up of 
people having to do with books, 1 begand by saying 

"Ladies and Gentlemen, It was ou a Sunday afternoon about this 
time of yearxxhHK about 8 or 10 years ago when ^iss Oammie, 
Lyle "axon and 1 were returning from making a call on 
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an old mulatto 1 -dy down tho river when, as we came along by the 
Yupon hedge there by the side of tho road that o-yle said: 

"Listen, *unt "'ammie. Let's play you have never before 
set foot in tho «ane -tiver co ntry, that this is your first 
visit in the neighborhood. ~nd suppose you are right now peeping 
through that hedge and seeing those bushes and trees and catching 
a glimpse of tho big house, and that by some miracle you are 
able to go in a prowl around and see all the ante helium 
plan ation plunder, none of wj.ich you had never dreamed existed 
anywhere in Louisiana. Lon t y otI kuow you would be per¬ 
fectly delighted. ° , . 

«aid Hiss Oamraie; "I declare, .Lyle, you're a sight. 

"ut come to think of it, guess you're right, i believe 
I' would relish it. " 

j?or many of y 0 u this afternoon s visit is your original, 
i'm oing to bo through talking in fi minute or two, and then 
I hope you are going to enjoy whatever prowling yo u feel inclined 
to do, but before you start out, are. ••llliaras has sug estod 
that a brief thumbnail sketch of the history of the place might 
make your ais'coveries a little more corapreusible, and so * 
shall give you a couple of salient feature and then you 
will be on your own. 

■•■hen x did. the -arie i'herese fouuding and the Cammie G. 
restoration, and then ended with these words: 

"One more thought, and 1 am done. It sooras to me when 
a person dies, you may said he is really dead only after 
all those influences, either for goood or evil, he has set in 
motion during his lifetime, cease to effect or influence a 
living soul. L'he fact th'.t we all fiud ourselves here today 
on our own volition seems proof positive that the spirit 
-‘ies -ammie engendered at -“elrose is still a vital force. 

./ere it only possible for those gone on before to communicate 
with those of us who remain, I haven’t a aoubt, Hiss Caramie 
in some he»-venlier' sphere, would pause, ana turning baci, say; 

■franco.s, there are about a milli 0TJ -librarians loose 
in tho *ane “iver country this afternoon for rays sake, 
wont you and Ora bid them welcome to “elrose.’ 

“And lo. 1 -_0ra and I do." 

**ud so ti.e tour began, and it seemed to pan out alright, 
and lon^ shadows were aslant the gardens before the 
pilgrims had de arted, Celeste arrived just as the people - . 
were heading toward the fr ..ut gate and it was nice she was able 

_ • _ _ _ 
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Honday, -iarch 17th, 195k. 


Hemorandum; , , 

^ere it is dt. Patrick's birtday and the wedding 
anniversary of Hadam Hoosevolt, and the 17th of ^arch always 
suggests the advent of bpring in Manhattan, although often 
it turns out to be but a promise. 

Locally rain clouds have hung low over the countryside 
all day, and tonight there's an occasional thin sprinkle 
wit thender showers promised for tomorrow. Within the past 
24 hours, Colorado, usually one of the colder spots in 
the country has been enjoying thermometer readings 6 to 8 
points higher than anything Louisiana can boast of. If 
summer doesn t seep in from the bouth this year perhaps it will 
come sliding°down from the "orthern Hockies. 

. t 

I put aside gardening activies for a breathing spell 
this afternoon \phen “eith Courngere came by to see me. he 
married Celeste s former sister-in-law, you may recall, and lives 
in -ew Iberia, -^e says he hasn t seen Weeks in a couple 
of days but talked with him on the telephone this morning. 

~e says his milk leg is bothering him, although he is able to 
get about and although his broken baolL requires a brace, and 
will for a while longer, he gets around alright by raovning 
Slowly. I'remarked that it was a miracle he was n't killed 
by the fall, ne said he probably would have been, had he 
been quite sober, -e says he hopes he doesn't take another 
tumble before he gets ;,ack off ti.e water wagen which 
he is currently riding with grim determination’ 

I was glad to see the i-ark ^uke and his brother today, 
i'he latter's ear is about healed (with an r ., x hope) 
i'hey came to ask me to contact the lady doctor for their 
sister who lives here on the place. I did, and later 
saw said physician for a moment, ihe patient, it seems, 
has had pneumoniafor several days, and had a miscarriage 
this morning. Like Geeks, she seems to go in for odd 
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combinations j but hope she is as successful in 
overcoming her afflictions as he seems to be with ]is. 

I got around to read precisely nothing last night, 
nnd shall probably accorapslih about as much tonight, The truth 
is, probably, that I don t seem to have anything of sufficient 
interest to exciste ray attention to the point of driving 
off the sandman, -then, too, winds of 25 to 30 miles an 
ho;.r have •• lown nearly all day, and I have always felt, — 
or imagined, that exposure to a steady breeze makes one 
sleepy, although, for the life of me, can think, of no 
particular reason as to why this should be so, and it 
probably is simply ^ imagination. 

1 think, there is nothing of particular interest in 
the enclosures but i send them along regardless, 

* 

° ne letter not enclosed, being held for int rcretation at 
the name, is addressed to Mrs. ~enry, iSatchitoches", 
and comes from some old acquaintance Ul5 Oklahoma way It 
seems odd that since last Monday, four different letter, 
addressed to the Madam, have come to hand in contrast to 
the proceeding 51 weeks or more in which nothing of the 
sort have trickled in. One rai^ht assume some news item 
might have recalled her name o people to irapell people in 
Florida, Oklahoma, Ohio and California, all to take pen in 
hand within a space of hours, but so far as I know, nothing 
of the sort has appeared. 

**n iuea which has long been buzzing arouud in my 
brain seems to be manifesting itself with renewed vigor of 
late, The whole thing is based on the assumption that 
a "i^ost light turn out to be as popular as a Seader's 

Bigost and that two or throe powerful stations, - say 
50,000 watts, 0 n the Mast Coast, the Middle “est and 
perhaps the West Coast, should devote all their broadcasting 
time should be devoted exclusively to re-broadcasting the 
ra °h t , ia 5 erestin S programs, regnrdlese of the system on 
which tnese various programs originate. LIy thought is that 
quarter, half or full hour pro rams could be devoted to 
a fairly hi fc h standard of programs, and iuclude all 
phases of news reporting, symposiums on every subject 
by experts and amateurs, t..e -rts, the jji.ea re, Sports, 
politics, uedecine, ocience and so on The thing might have to 
beiug with a sponsor, such as ti.e federal educational bureau 
or some private educational or fc anization, such as tne i-aura 
dpellman -oekefeller foundation. i think tnere are enough 
intelligent people in tne country to make a substantial 
audience so that advertising might eventually be attracted 
and so carry the costs.! shall ask a. Carter what he thinks.... 
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Tuesday, -larch 18th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

aigh winds and much rain,' or at least a couple oi inches, 
started in about 3 t.-.is morning. The rain stopped by daylight 
and the sun came out before noo'n, but the winds kept right on 
going until sundown. The earth can absorb the water readily 
enough, and watever runs off will go to bring back the 
former level of Cane hiver to it former height, and I like 
that, too. 

• r t 

I can’t rem mber having spent so much time -fiddling 
about as I did today a flock of little odds and ends 
that have long needed attention but were put off while 
bigger strides were being attempted. 

Tne intemperate weat.er made the bird bar unusually 
popular and a mama cedar waxwing with three offspring 
didn't even fly away when I approached tne bar to re-stock it. 
I didn't know cedar waxwings were begetting offspring at this 
time of year, but so it seems to be. 

some snapshots Eugene took of various magnolia fcSB* 
trees (Chinese) in full flower about a month ago came 
baok from the printers today. I gather such work requires 
some technical attention, for while the sky came out 
beautifully blue, the grass green and so on, the various 
explosions of pinks, whites and purples all presented 
themselves as mere dull gray splotches. Perhaps the waxy 
finish of the petals demand a li b ht filter or some such 
to get tneir colors recorded. I must ask Carolyn or a elen 
when next they p ss this ay. 

By dint of. some effort, I did succeed in f inishing 
"Life on a -ediavel Barony”, and perhaps I kept awake the 
easier because I found the-final chapter, having to do 
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with the organization and operation of the Church in 1200 
to be rather more interesting and less padded that some 
of the other chapters. While th6 account of the secular life 
of the times was informative, as regards the reason for 
so many fortified castles being spread all over -urope, the 
thing about the Cathedrals will always have an added claim 
to the imagination since there is bound to be a miracle 
in some way associated with the buildin of the 
Cathedrals, r'he author, having selected the year 1220, 
around which he painted his picture of rural and urban'life 
of the mediavel p riod, this brought him slap at the 
germinating season of the Cathedrals, - as for example, 
Bheims, which, if memory serves, was started about 1213 
with most of the other notable ones between the heine and the 
Shine beginning to cone into flower at about the same 
time, flotre Dame de x aris, perhaps, in 1163 or some such, and 
so on. &s all of them were about a hundred years in the 
building, I reckon there must have been several generations 
who carried out the original plans and modified the original 
concepts as the time and wort proceeded, .father Walsh in 
his "Eleventh, the neatest of -enturies" stresses the fact 
if x recall correctly, that many of these great edificies were 
the handiwork, of local effort in a restr.cted area, while 
Davis, the author of the present work., says something about 
roving bands of workmen who would come to a little town 
for e ployment and remain for years or a life tine. I 
think it would be interesting o know the approximate 
number of inhabitants o-^ some of the communities where and 
at the time some of the more remarkable Cathedrals were 
built. -<ithout ever having gone into the matter at all 
I assume -caris probably had quite a sizeable number of * 
inhabitants i^ 1200 whereas I imagine Chatres had comparatively 
few people. Bheims seems always to have been a trade center, 
as between Eastern Europe and the Wient and the West 
and i believe Bheims was, for example, the trade center for 
eunuches, supplied by the. furks, and purchased by the 
-atholic Church in creating and maintaining their remarkable 
choirs, as buildings go, I must sayl shall forever 
prefer the classic Creek t.o t,e x-othic, what with the 
ureek being possessed of such wonderful simple majesty, and 
it is arresting to think what the 1200 century rai fc ht have built 
in cize, had it gone along on Creek lines, for x suppose its 
vatnedrals would have approximated the size and general 
lines of the vast concourse in the Pennsylvania Natation. 

.ell, -ord, •‘-ord, here i nave talked myself to the bottom 
of tne page and said nothing. *erhaps x'll do better tomorrow... 
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Wednesday, ilarch 19th, 1952. 


Uemorandura: 

a n all blue and gold day with the thermometer in the mid 
80's, and the promise for the same thing on the morrow, 
l’his ou$ht to set things to going again after the dwaddling 
ax. out which r^as resulted from the cool days and especially 
the ni 6 nts of late. 

after making a round at urenbourg early, 1 spent the 
balance of the daylight hours on and about tfiis domain. 

Celeste expressed the desire to have a few native iris, and 
as I had in mind moving some stuff a little later in the 
iris garden, it seemed to me no time like the present 
to have a go at that job. Picking up native iris and 
sticking them in the ground isn't much of a job, but the 
magical section behind her house which she had in mind was 
a tangle of weeds and a hodge-podge of bamboo roots which 
reouire physical energy almost akin to dynamite to blast 
them out of the ground. *>ut x had Andy to give me a hand, and 
so we got things transformed before the ladies across the 
fadesxhxdhhfcded down the road for an afternoon foolic. 

While i was still up to my hips in the iris, however, 
the lady doctor dropped in to say noway for a few minutes, 
whe had been to see Peter's sister and said, to hex astonishment 
poor Janie is not only living but seems to be improving. 

I tink 1 mentioned she had pneumonia and a miscarriage all on 

the same go-round, and I also learned that the pneumonia 

was double and Wanie was up and doing her i ousework and 

caring for her several children until the miscarriage flattened her 

out. Janie is a frail girl but apnrantly one who c n take lots. 

I was also glad to hear a professional opinion regarding 
raynie's health which seems to be very poor, —high blood 
pressure that is alarming but that will not kill him, but 
a kidney disturbance that probably will, his wife who has 
been tried to pieces by years of her husband s demands on all , 
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her time, —he doesn t like to he alone even at bed time and 
so she has be u forc§d to exting '.sh her bed light when he 
wants to go to sleep, although she loves to read, --such 
little nagging business which must be wearing on a year-in, 
year-out basis. 

iiO sooner had the lady aoc or gone than -irs. George 
mutton and some lady passed this way, bringing me a fine 

looking cane which 1 shall carve later tonight if -t get 

hungry. 1 gave each secretary a slab ana already 1 ave 

some idea as to its b oodness by the way their eyes rolled. 

Mrs. button said there is another bit of a stir regarding 
the -aachelier-secker business, with the button lawyers urging 
them to pess for whatever the original Seeker chnrages consisted 
in open court, Today, for the first time, 1 heard the 

phr.ase, -"the property -*t. -^achelier gave us", which undou tedly 

ac-co nts for the 200 dollar gift th t so unexpectedly was 
presented to me by the buttons following Mr. x-achelier's death. 

The ilntchitoches property had been mentioned at the time, but 
never as "the property *^rg 3 chlier gave us". Actually, 
of course, a bi 1 of sale was executed but n 0 TT10 ney was 
paid by the buttons, and as the whole thing was transacted 
but a day or two before r’athe. Becker put ov.r the new will, 
it is doubtful in my mind if *^r. -hache'lier was uite possessed 
of all his senses when the first paper was put through and 
everybody knows he wasn t when the second one was. 

Hr. Aldrich of the wealth department appeared 
before the button department quited the place. The guests 
knew each other and so that made their brief visit pleasant, and 
I felt free to- le ve them to their own devices for a moment 
while i took another pass at gardening. 

x his was one of those rare days in the post office wherein 
the 1st class stuff amounted to nothing save a flock of 
post cardsof no interest and a batch of’catalogues whithout 
the virtue of attractive layouts. Tomorrow or the next day 
will probably see a bumper crop of letters, a pootion of which, 

I fear, inspired by the advent of Spring, will be asking for 
tours, and they will have Co be more appealing th? t some recently 
coming co hand or tx.e answer wixl be on the negative side. 


and now for a little concert, ana so to bed 
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Thursday, March 20th, 1962.. 


Memorandum: 

The weather man announced the advent of Spring, «hich 
was said to arrive at 10:14 this morning. T heard no jolt when 
it crashed in. A cloudless day with gentle breezes and the 
thermometer touching 90 gave the impressiou of full summer. 

o.s I anticipated, t..e postman was too generous with his 
1st class stuff today, and it seemed as though every other 
letter presented a minor problem. Tor instance, Clarence 
Laughlin wants to make a round which pleases me not at all, 
and little uiss alberta apparently wants to come but that 
involves a matter of "sleeping" her, and this in spite of all 
her bolts ana carrlcades. *nd s mecody else wants something 
or other, and f think I shall shelve the whole business until 
the week end. Perhaps I shall feel more inspire to do something 
about settling a few such matters then. 

You will regret the news carried by the enclosed clipping. 
Perhaps it has already reached your true .hand through metropolitan 
papers, although x'm not sure Manhattan papers would bother 
about this final phase of Louisiana's most raagnificient ante 
bellum home. I’m glad 1 often visited the place and that 
I had the privilege of listening to -nyle expiate on its glories 
by the hour, since both i.is mother before hi .and JL&ter Lyle 
himself used to go tj.ere when i.t was j.n its heyday. It is 
good, too, that the Louisiana Guide carries such striking 
photographs of the place, for through that medium the i 
illust atious, photographed after the house au been foresaken, 
will remain as a permanent record of this heroic mansion. 

The pa. sing of Belle Grove is almost like the passing of 
an era, but t reckon in spite of the interior being gutted, 
the great columns will remain, and possibly the pediment, 
and surely somebody with a few pennies ou £ ht to make a lovely 
park to spread aboutthis remarkable souvenir of a by-gone age. 

The pilgrims were fairly numerous today, with a 
Mrs. ffaldo Morris of Jacksonville making the most impression 
on me. Bhe had charm, which seems to be quite a rare attribute, 
so far as pilgrims go, aud what was even more astonishing, she 
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had n personality that seemed, - since comparison with the 
original was impossible, that perfectly reflected that of Roane. 

I'o see the two ladies together would bo a miracle or a 
disaster, and I know not which, .-or sometimes something reseurabliug 
something else does so only when'the two are not brought into 
proximity, 

^ - 

I read a couple of pages last n.ght from "The L-tters to 
ui8S Jhildren" by 1’heodore Roosevelt, I was astonished to 
find Theodore -Roosevelt, "r. reading them, and thowlug in an 
occasional comment as to the identity of this person or that. 

It was amusing to mo that he remarked that the family nov-.r 
called Alice by her name, but rather she was known to them all 
as Sister. Shades of little Gammie. 

I have soen Theordore Roosevelt, J r., but a few times in 
my life, two or three times as rather large teas and once or 
twice 0 n the platform. Both in personal contact and as a 
member of a large audience, I always felt shame-faced<for him 
whenever he opened his mouth, and physically, it ^was large. 

I felt embarrassed for him the way oue feels embarrassed for 
children when .hey are acting smart and don t kuow what fools 
they are makiu t of themselves and how humiliated the members of 
oheir amily mut feel. J?. R. ->r. apparently suffered from 
thinking he was something special because he was the son of his 
energetic papa, but is manner of speaking, so positive and 
declamatory, and h is outlandish gestures set off an automatic 
feeling of resentment on the part of everyone within ear-shot or 
sight of hi m . If Alexander dcourby is about everying one 
wants in a reader s voice, T. R. Jr ie the antithesis of ti.e same 
and by some miracle manages to make the listener pitch* out 
the record with every phrase the man utters. It's a triumph 
in all that shouldn't be 0n Talking Books, and x'm gl d 
to have had such a sample. 

I find my elf, after all this talk about the . B.'s, wondering 
whatever happened to Tauline i-ongworth, "Sister's " daughter. She 
must be a big girl now and for all 1 kuow may be a grandmother. 

1 am w ndering if you ever see her name in the papers, and 
while this is simply idle curiosity on my part, I must say that 
ouring the past feyv years have been impressed by everyone's 
ignorance of the child and whatever happened to her. 

Boor Madam Marco, _ i raurt send along i.er latest letters. 

•■hat a noble soul and what an existence, x could enunk 

sister Suzzie who ought to be st.nding on her head trying to 

entertain poor ^iss x. Q ilie and not making life harder by 

her own complaints* I must write the lady a letter forthwith don't 

you think so. ’ 


uiuJg. Wi v |'l 
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i’riday, March 21st, 1952. 


Meraorand m: 

Cloudy, with a spanking breeze all day, with a promise 
of a rain tonight and cooler weather on the morrow. n 0 w nice 
it is will only discourage pilgrims. 

In the post leaving on Saturday, the 2knd, a square-ish 
package will go forward by parcel post. I learned today 
the clerk might be late next Monday, not arriving before 
posting time, which would put the package off until Tuesday, 
which would make it a bit late, I fear, in reaching your true 
hand on your natal day. nence tomorrow's shipment which 
may arrive a little prematurely, but 1 tbust you will not 
mind. 


J?or your convenience, I have wrapped up a rather thin paokage 
in blue paper, tied up for easy transporting under one's arm, and 
the square box has been employed, stuffed with waste paper, simply 
to save the inside package from getting jammed up in transit. 

You may accordingly just toss the square box, together with 
its several waddings of newspapers into the nearest convenient 
trash can, resting assured that t e couple of items being 
sent are enclosed in the inner package, wrapped in the blue paper. 

There's a book inside the blue wrapped paokage. I hurriedly 
put a paper jacket ove. it, as my name appears Just inside the 
cover of the book itself. I suggest tnat you eitner scratch out 
the name or paste a bit of w .ite paper over it, as you please, and 
which ever is convenient. Then the cover can be cast aside. 


j’orgive me for not having made better arrangements but 
I was a little preseed for time when belatedly I learried that 
their mil there might) be no out-going 2nd class mail on Monday, — 
hence the rush. 


Of the enclosures, either herewith or under separate cover, 
there isn't much of great interest, although 1 pass them 
along regardless. The letter from ^aughlin seems to 
be characteristically stupid of that gentleman. I take it 
the reference to a . may be in the nature of a veiled 
threat to go over my head. I have responded promptly, saying 
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it was kind of him to advise me that J. ", had ex ressed 
willingness that he should make his initial visit at 
any time, and stressing my appreciation of his generosity in 
promsing to give me a glance at his photographs of “‘elrose 
which x had already made it possible for him to take, and 
the captions of which I had given him outright. I 
iurther stated that my calendar for the present season prevented 
me from seeing him, but since he mentioned a., and that 
I knew he had been the house guest of another member of the 

while in ^reveport earlier in the year, I had no doubt 
that he could get ample information concering the historical 
aspects of “elrose directly from either of those sources, x’he 
killing part of it is that he will have the nerve to pass this 
way regardless, and have left instructions with the clerk 
that a am not to be contacted if he does put in an appearance. 

I'm tired of *»r. ^aughlj- and he might as well find it out 
now as any other time. 

Weeks card is rather pitaful, it seems to me, and I must 
dash him off a note forthwith. 

As for little “‘iss alberta I shall try to see what I 
can do for her by way of protection, it would be nice, if 
she and barolyn could arrange to be here at the same time, 
but long ago I learned to count on seeing Carolyn when she 
appeared and to make no plans whatsoever in advance, but a reckon 
Ill. figure out some way or other. J-t'e so odd that little uiss 
alberta should even consider coming at a time when .ister is 
here but -yle always declared little -iss *. never comprehended 
the slightest manifestation of tnat odd personality, and never seemed 
to realize it was any different from that of her mother's. 

In today's gardeing, I was perfectly delighted to have 
a cour-le negroeswhose aboriginal speech as unexpected as their unconv 
unconventional as .their horticultural concents, tfor example, 
i was entranced when one of them clipped off the first * 
letter in the word 'truck" to mane the past tense of 
a verb, ne said; 

i'his here round where us-es been a-diggin' sure am 
humpy. I 11 go fetch that tuere ra..e ‘cause it sure 
ought to be ruct and ruc«r good." 

^t ti.e turn of this page, a bolt of lignt ning 
knocued out the electric current, aud so with radio and 
reading machine on vacation, i shall fold forthwith and sleep_ 


OM fc'W 

5372 1 

. U 


Bunday, March 23rd, 1952. 


r> 


Memorandum: 

how nice to find your grand letter in Saturday's post, 
dating from the day of St. r'atrick and the following. 

I need scarcely add ray week end has i.een perfect as a result,— 
all around tne inner most recesses of my heart. 

*nd how kind of you to think to send me particulars about 
various things i had inquired, it is.so satisfying to get tne 
banastota wagons straightened out, along with the branle and the lixe, 

*nd while I think of it, may I tell you that I am delighted 
you found Pettosporum to your liking. I like it, too. We 
had a fine bush at *reubourg for your delectation until that 
famous raid of the bovine section some time back when eo many 
things were ruined. But we are to have another one, now that 
the fences have been fixed, and I think it will do vory nicely. 

I was rather successful with the first one which A acquired at 
a reasonable price because it was so large aud because the owner 

thought I cbuldn't move it successfully _I guess it was 

about ten feet in height, but it transplanted nicely and was 
flourishing with abandon until r vaged and rined by the intruders. 

I'm eo fc lad ,>ou mentioned your lining for this t tem, for it will 
give me ten times more pie;.sure to fiddle with it on the next go- 
round, knowing of your L tnrest. i believe it is too late to 
get another this year, but we shall have one whe^i the time 
comes and eventually we shall both enjoy it, don t you think so. 

The otorrential rains and high wiuds tended to diecourage some 
road running, but even so I got a trio of pilgrims on Saturday 
tnat were difficult enough, on Saturday morning about 10, 

J. H. sent a servant to me, saying there was someone in the store 

whom he couldn't understand, and a wondered what language was 

being spoken, since “ugene speaks -reach, hut before A 

got half way across the garden, 1 net J . **. with the people, 

and he introduced me wit a measure of coruiality that belied 

his hasty retreat. It turned out they were second or third cousins 

from Bouth Louisiana whom he had n.ver seen before. They 

were charming in a way, but as they had no palates, it 

was a little difficult auswe.in t quetti^ns, put in tne form of 

strange noises, they put to me 
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Like you, I, too, am some times amazed at the 
uarper Bazaar failure to appreciate values. It 
is..one of those elements of a kindly character which 
probably impells me to be a little unjust at times. 

But in view of the faulty recognition of what is worth 
while and what isn't, it is no wonder, as you observe, 
that things tend to get so out of joint, I suppose 
it is rather surprising the frienship that has always 
obtained and seems almost desparately genuine, should, 
indeed, exist at all, and sometimes I find myself thinking 
I had better re-read a life of Benjamin Frankly and how 
he naviga.ed at Court circles with such fulsome backing 
of wives.of the groat who certainly, for the most 
part, must have found some thing in him aside from his 
interest iri everything for which they care little and 
understood noting. 

t 

.ill tiiis afternoon i have been bogged down with people, 
some known and some unknown, I had a flock of college 
people,when "an henry brought a gal to see the place. 

•Vhen affable he is most certainly high, otherwise he 
is more difficult that his sister, but t ings went 
along nicoly. 

The ienks, by t e way, were here for dinner. Bon 
had one sornewhor for the week end and Bat, smart 
boy, dined across the fence, leaving mo the whole posse 
on my lap, It was a hu bub but not tinged with fire water. 
Celeste "invites me to dinner across the fence but it 
seems easier to dine witi the hoydens, and thus 
keep an explosion from developing as between the sist^rs-in- 
law, and as oister never goes there, or at 1 ast liasu t in 
a couple of months, it is just as well that I anchor'-her 
on this side of the fence. 

Among the late afternoon visitors was ^ary Gunn from 
Magnolia, Hi ^ daily's granddaughter who goes to college 
in town. Ghe s a sweet child and 1 liked her two 
girls friouds-she had brought to the country for the week 
end. frequently they get up this way, --the magnolia 
people, and usually to call on Celeste but Hary usually 
comes to pay mo n little round and I'm always amused 
to hear their viewpoints, especially on college, which tends 
to present such a different angle froi. that passed 
along- by nr. ^yser or nr. Coombs or Br. Sarah Clapp. 

Later-, after they had gone, celeste came over Co ask me for 
supper and I accepted, - chicken gu bo, mulatto made, at 
st. AUfcUsCin's Church, aud this brings me to foldiug up time 
and herewith 1 arake the most of it .... 


menday, uarch 24th, 1952. 


...emor andum: 

^»nd so the (bong distance operator said Lafayette was 
calling, aud the Lafayette orerator said the President of 
Southwestern was calling, and so I eventually established 
contact with nr. Joel J'letoher. xle wanted to tell me 
iiodding Cm tor's schedule was in a tangle, as for Saturday, 
Barch 29th, but wondered if he might come to see me on 
Friday, the 28th, instead. And allowed as how 1 bet he 
could and that was that 

And then I called "r. Bar ah Clapp of Northwestern 
and told her that the -‘arch 29th date 1 had refused her might 
eventually be effected, regardless, but then she siid ns how 
her calendar was in an uproar, nnd so we agreed on a Buesday, 
and I didn't bother to ask if it might be tomorrow or 
a week hence, and it doesn't matter in the slighter t which 
way. 

I am pleased to report cloudless weather aud the cold 
abating a little, although it was about 32 last night, which 
was low enough to dlsoourage much rapid growth in the 
vegetation section, but a brilliant sun today has warmed things 
a little and g-iven vast ouc jurngement, 1 am sure, to the 
greenery. I was delighted toaay to .discover a trumpet vine 
in flower, inis is the e.arliest I remember s ch a manifestation 
of deep summer in “ rch. 

I was del igj.tea to find throe excellent young 
persimmons t;.is morning, while giving a once-ovor of the 
bulb garden behind the weaving house. j?hey were 
growing under the ancient persimmon tree which produces 
the large, sheep-nose .shaped persimmons with which you are 
familiar, I believe. fhey were 4 or 5 feet in height and 
I immediately set to work digging them up and found they 
had excellent root systems. I covered them up again and 
along about 5:30 in the moruiig, 1 shall give them a 
favorable new residence at Arenbourg nnd will be impatient 
until they have brought forth fruit, perhaps in a year or 
so, for I am not ce tain persimmons grow true to seed. It is 
possible, of course, ti.ey may not have sprung from the tree 





' f 
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under which they were growing, for there are other cersimraons 
in the bulb garden, but the assumption that they r.re seem 
logical, hobody seems to know much about the folk ways 
of persimmons, although everybody kuowe eersimmone, which 
seems to put them in a class with ^randiflora magnolias about 
which everyone knows much ana nothin,, exists in print regarding 
details. -lost fruit trees, i believe, bring forthe like 
trees from the seed of their fruit, i believe, but I'm 
not sure about all types in tnis respect, i have probably 
remarked nefore that in the .floral department, the crepe 
myrtle may usually be counted upon to bring forth a different 
colored flower from the shade producing tne seed that is planted 
in a vain hope to produce trees of identical color. Old 

what 1 thought was a fascinating note book 

on nor ejjpgrjL onts with pl ants, and there was endless' details- 

in it about the various colors of crepe myrtles and the strange 
variations that came into being after she had most carefully 
selected seeds of definite hues which in dozens of experiments 
never brought forthnew plants that approximated the coloring 
of the parent plants. She came to the natural conclusion th t 
tne only way to be certain that a new plants, secured from the 
parent that would p ecisely reproduce its paternal coloring 
was to start t..e new offesring from cuttings and not from seed. 
Parenthetically, the -adam kept tnis book m her armoir and 
treasured ii mightily for it contained not only the 
results of *liss neudijines ^elrose experiments made when 
she was in ner late 70 s and early 80’s, a d even into her 90's, 
but also injluaed a flock of data concerning her mother's 
planting in the 1850's, along with the names of salesmen 
and the houses they represented, —salesmen from Prance who 
traveled throughout the aouth yearly to visit their regular 
customers, —some nurseries in places like mobile -ew 
Orleans, "atchez, and so on, but even more especially the 
plantations famous for their extensive gardens I suLose 
there .»8 no other book like thie one, end ie» keeper 
of such data could have vied with mi 88 Leudivine in the 

JSf^°M h ! lr v . year8 fr ° m 1640 t0 1935 ‘ I ™ BKTytt 

relate that when tne General's wife, xaynie'e wife and ban 
superv sod the "clean-up" of the amoirs, on tne day 

were oist into' ? luMral - “tee -eudivine's tlovver books 

were cast into the ilames, without anybody taking the trouble 

were 1 of°interant^t 86 Qnterios of tl ’ ree quarters of a century 
were oi interest to anyone, 

Co be a depressing enough note to end 
up on, but -rerhaps the new persimmons at -renbourg will 

St” X ^ 


! 



v 
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fuesaay, “*arch n5th, 1962. 


iieraor andum: 

_ . »s I figure it, - and one is never certain of 
just what the tempo of the mails may be, this letter 
ought to reach your true hand on or about the natal 
day of little ^ise nee. 

1 think one of the nicest things about a birthday 
is tiie fact that it doesn't fall slap on a single one 
of the 365 days or the year, or even on one of the 366, 
but rather, like the spirit of Christmas, seems to 
make itself manifest throughout a flock of days, both 
before and after. I hope thismay be especially so 
in the case of jLittle mi ss o-ee, and particularly this year 
when so many days have been weighted down with so many 
Uon-gala elements. 

I am so glad that this year the actual day for oelebratin 
is scheduled to fall on « week end, thus enabling a 
little breathing space |f not precisely much time for 

relaxation. 

k»nd while I have recognized, as in a sentence or two 
above that tne year -.bout to terminate nasn't been 
exclusively filled with unalloyed joys, still I have 
a feeling that if the year s sura of j 0 ys and lack of 
them could be broken down into a balance sheet of 
assets and liabilities, little ^iss m Q e, in striking 
a balance, would discover that because she has 
radiated so much sunshine for others, not even the 
most annoying clouds could darken her horizon for j.ug, 
since happiness dispensed for others has a .way of 
silvering the lining of tr.e clouds that have some¬ 
times tended to darken one's own immediate surroundings, 
now bright, for iustauce, has been toy ,wn life during the 
past tweith month, thanks to just one individual, and 
if A were given one wish to express for. that individual's 
i irt. day, I would have covered everything in saying 
I wish that birtnoay might catch a reflection of that 
joy, as from dawn to dusk on that natal day, - and 
then I would be a sured it was among the happier days of 
a life time. 

Ana if the weather ill only be pleasant and 
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not uniito that obtaining nere today, che all blue and 
gold pattern will be just as those who love -^iss -ee 
would want. now pleasant it is going to be between now 
and the week end, "holding the thought" in a dozen 
different directions and hoping that everyone of them 
will come true to unite in making the day splendid 
throughout. 

It has been a quiet day on the hone front, - a 
little gardening at areubourg to set out persimons 
and things, and a bit of digging about putting some 
new frills on the well tailored Garuener s Garter Garden, 
which is beginning to brigh forth its contours and 
rat ate a suggestion of order and colorful contrasts 
that will perhaps be modestly soul-satisfying when 
tne major ingredients have attained more maturity within 
another couple of weeks, fhe white lil-ies certain the 
parterre are already budded and the canas .eyond 
the slashes of tne broken U are climbing steadily, 
waile the iardener's garter itself, is deliciously 
snowy white in a smooth surfaced sea of green. 

rilgrims from Dallas, via Datchez, came to 
distrub my horticula (horticultu al( pursuits this 
afternoon, i'hey explained that a couple of months 
ago they had read two a tides in the uallas paner by 
a -r. Garber, and it wa so fc ood they had felt impelled 
to drive 40 miles out of thGir way to visit melrose 
after -atones, on their way back home. Mr.” Gar&er’is 
b o L ng to like that report, don Q t you think so. 

nid A mention I am reading "miracle at Jarville" by 
- Al f 8 “ iarti n, _ « noubleday publication of a while back, 
and subsequently appearing in condensed form, i belie/o, 
in tne reader's "igest x t is a well written boo k 
I nave t gone far but*naVe already bumped into several 
names that have intrigued me, such as that of the first 
coctor, . nr. Leonard ’.Valles of Jew Orleans, I am 
uncer the impression that gentleman rai c ht be Lise 
uellie s cousin for she hod an uncle, believe, who was 
a hew Orleans physician .and it doesn't seem likely ti.ere 
wopld have been more thafi half a dozen Dr. "enonrd IVaileses 
unrelated but liviug in the Orescent Jity all at the same 
time. 

Jhe enclosures are nothing scocial to Jenla I 
shall k0 only and k o clock on -unday, Ipril 6th, if oesircd. 
ana to Lrs. morris who remindea me oi -.owan, I shall say 
fhanks.«and to Lies "ee I shall say nappy Birthday...... 
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Wednesday, -*arch n6th, 1962. 


Lemorandum; 

wne of those hurly burly days in which a lot of tag 
ends were gathered together, but nothing very sat efactory 
because nothing vast was undertaken. 

.about this time of year, 1 frequently find myself 
at damning suudenly falling heir to‘a flock of workmen 
I don t want, J. -a. sends them because they have to be 
given^something to do and it is too early to put them in 
the field aua much easier to seua them bad*, behind the 
bushes, as tio UQ °f them has the vaguest notion as to 
what might do a weed and what u carefully nursed plant, 
it is folly to turn them loose and some Dimes impossible 
because of other commitments, to stay with them. i'oday 
was a case in point - two power mower opera ors, three 
who might be used for tidying up some of tne houses although 
one of those, if turned loose, would have emptied the inside 
of the place, and five stalwart field hands who might 
do ditch digging nut wouldn't be so hot at weeding 
araaryiis. 

Then tore were appointments for morning and afternoon, 
and Gd Band coming for dinner and a couple of unexpcted 
guests, and so the day played out. 

aaded to my own distraction was tne loss of a letter, 
■^ast evening 1 as^ed my secretary to nictate tx.e address 
of *urs. "orris of ‘'acksouville, and in one of them, — 
before writing the second envelope, in which j- intended 
sending a couple of photographs, I inserted the letter 
I had already written before the secretary had arrived. 

■‘•'hi8 mor ing I found both envelopes, - the one with tne 
photos in it, all nicely sealed, and the other which 
never had been sealed, and ^othing whatsoever to be 
found of the letter^ It seems curious to me how things 
liite that can happen but at least it hadn't gone out 
of the house, wh ch is one thing am grateful for. 

I thought this circumstances furnished a good excuse :or 
a thorough housecleaning, on the grounds 1 would 
find the lost item, but A never did, but the reco dbbo 
may be found, j- suppose, in the re-freshefted domicile, but 
I'm still annoyed ever., time puzzle over the thing. 
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file ladies next door were in Alexandria today, and 
in consequence saw J, * A . at dinner, **e says the 
d. G. “enrys, pere et fils, are coming for a brief stop over 
this wee*. end. I'm ^lad they are mating it now and 
not waiting for "aster, for A reckon there will ample;doings 
a couple of wests hence without too much family being present 
to gum up ohe works. 

i think mentioned "Miracle at Garville" recently. 

A he author made a point that eems to knock a-flock 
of old concepts completely out regarding leprosy, miss 
Martin says the failure of the patient to assimilate 
sufficient calcium causes the bones to suffer in 
consequence, which causes a shortening of finger bones, 
for example, but that untrue are all the thousand age old 
stories about the leper having a finger drop off at the 
Joint. As I read this book 1 find myself wondering 
why people have always been in^uch a panic about the 
disease, since it seems it isn t v ry communicable and 
people suffering from it apparnutly may live quite 
as active lives as other people with average health. 

Perhaps tnis is because from iblical times t, e ailment 
has been paraded as tnem.st dreaded of all affilictions 
and thus has taken on a horror in tue public mind that 
really exceeds its lamentable potentials. 

i'his matter leads me to consiuer the weekly report 
of Korean casualties. I believe tnese figures include 
all accidents, including those occuring inside the camps and 
not exclusively on the battle field, i don’t know the 
number of people in the armed forces in korea, but 
1 think it would be interesting when the weekly korean 
casualties are given, to foil™ t e same with a statement 
of casualties in the 'united orates, or some section of 
the country. The parallel mi. ht be into sting. Station 
.. a u, aos laoines, gives ti.o total number of people 
killed in automobile accidents eaoh day, giving the number 
killed from tue first of each year. If memory serves, I 
believe somewhere between 400 and 500 are killed within 
365 days in Iowa, .Life expectancy on the bartle 
lineeoula tc.-rcely be expected to compare favorably 
with civilian figures, but even so, the Korean totals 
wouldn t seem quite so impressive, I think, if 
placed r 'aloug sicio tables from tue domestic hazards* 

I'm missing Ad. sorrow these evenings but in a couple 
of weeks ho will be turning up with particulars that 
will seem to have compensated his absence. 


Juo 

We. fW- 
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Thursday, ‘“arch 27th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Thirty million ways of putting it would never toll 
you my s rprise and delight when, contrary to my expectation 
that wo wore heading into little **xiss lee’s birthday, it 
turned out, t anks to the morning post, that it was 
Aronbourg's and mine instead. 

Your letter of the 22nd was wonderful and I cannot 
tell you how sur.rised and delighted -ronbourg and 1 are 
to find Javallaro and .uehar and the gro t big birthday 
'j, portraits of ~*r. Hamilton, all rolleu into one modestly 
< proportioned pac*.a b e, the latter wit all contents coming to hand 
in perfect order, now am x to say tnanks for so much 
happiness, and all in a single day 

Prom 6 a.m. until now, — 8:30, — I have been on 
the Jump. wanted to do a couple of th ngs at krenbourg 
early-early, but had to return rather sooner than- 
I should have preferred since I received a note saying 
eight pair of strong arms and soft heads were awaiting 
me on my gallery, wanting to bo told what to do at gardening. 

I stuck with them until the Lnipmoyers came. Pilgrims 
impinged upon our sitting, tnen dinner and more strong arms and 
soft heads and more pi rimgs until Y. G. arrived and I 
couldcoramune a bit with you. Then more- pilgrims and 
supper, —late-late, and I cannot restrain myself from 
saying I am amazed at ray self control in resisting 
tne impulse to revel in theHogers and Hammer stein and 
the Gavallero disks. Hut 1 kuow perfectly well if 1 
ever collapse for that utter bliss, I shall never 6 et 
around to chat with you, and that is what l want more than 
anything. *nd afterward picture me as completely sunk in 
one of the happiest musicales of the year. 

It was so nice of you to say you arQ enjoying a romp 
through lestan's 1940 Journal. I laughed about Mrs. Pank 
rercy's remark about the Greenwood reflecting pool. I had 
completely forgotten that morsel. 



9 
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**nd how kind of you to keep me aavised regarding 
the doings of a flock of people, and the demise of one, - 
the .Duncan Glliott presence in the sound film, the 
death of Jacques Danielson and so on. Yes, Fanny 
ilurst mid her husband lived at hotel os artiste when 
I knew them,..when the Frank Dullonds and Robert and Bessie 
Potter Vonnoh lived there, and L had heard nothing about 
an occasion for an obituary, how indebted 1 am to you for 
keeping me abreast of things. 

But the best news of all was the breather reported enabling 
you to have a go and one ting or another, which undoubtedly 
served almost as a true vacation, ^nd T guess you will 
need one, what with the impending festivities of the natal 
day celebration and the chance that tnere may bo an Jtqstor 
wedding in the immediate neighborhood. It all sounds as 
though one oust bowl doesn t ceases to blow before another 
begins. 

It looks to me as though 1 am about to have one, although 
of a different sort than I had anticipated. The enclosed note 
from Dr. Fletcher means nothing, since a telephone tis 
morning from him advised th. t ^oddirjg darter had been forcod 
to cancel his visit because of illness in his family. But 
I especially invite your attention to th,e janrevealing note 
from la Btorm. I think 1 hage figured that oue out vory 
neatly, This afternoon when l should have been heading out 
for supner, who appeared at my door but little miss Lillian 
Trie ell, her daughter and a **rs. Williams. J-hoy 
stopped off for a cant on their way oouth to the 195c conclave 
of the matvie ^ris docioty. »o naa a nice chat. .Lillian 
opined tnat Blythe woula be among tose present, and miss .^yra 
and so on. I said: "*ud of course the sisters Lormon", aud 
.Lillian said "ho. .<e stopped, at Briarwood, aud ole Virginia 
is just back from a throat onset up aud they said, some old 
woman was arriving on the 28th at Brtnrwood and so they wouldn't 
be able to go wOuth", From that, do you deduce, as do I, 
that a Btorm may be expected just in the offing. Hummmmmmm. 

So things whiz and so ru> s out my day. And thanks be 
to God for oday's post which ^rought so many different 
manifestations of the more precious symbols of all that 
radiates from Lyme, and praises be that you have put down 
your foot about the situation in the "cave of the winds". 

I have a feel ng you will get what you want by way of 
situation, aud I'm so glad y 0 u are giving thought to your good • 
health first. 

.rfhat a happy birthday is arenbourgs and mine, how 
for a measure of telepathy through Che medium of the aists. 


C i. 
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Friday, Iiaroh 28th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

><hat a lovely muslcale I experienced last night. 

Naturally, it took place on the back gallery, with only 
the tapers from the Jhnpelto give a soft glow in such 
perfect harmony with the -^ehar and the Boger compositions. 

Lie Frau, as though sensing something was astir, had 
quitted the front gallery for the white garden and before 
x had ^i.e disks turning, was perched on the edge of wt. 

Giggiu s Fountain, the candle light sometimes glinting 
in her-eyes ana faintly shimmering on the new waxey leaves 
of the wacer hyachinthes. I sat in the chair in which 
you photographed me. I had brought my little old duck, 

Yucoa, with me, aud it rested on the arm of the chair, — 
a couple of coke bottles on the mill stone base, and 
a pack of cigarettes along side. 

i'he even ng was perfect for relaxation, no breeze 
was stirring, and the overcast sky seemed to lend an 
added note of intimacy I played the Gavallero rendition 
first, —both sides, and was delighted and Lie Frau sat 
perfectly still, save for turning her head from the direction 
of the Blessed ^nrtin hack to me now and then. 

nnd then 1 moved on to the nehar section, entranced 
with all the old familiar melodies and Thankful to God for 
all the happiness and peace flowing from Lyme to me, and, secretly 
hoping some of it was flowing back. About half through the 
otner siae of tj.e -Lehar record -a’ little cotton tail poked his 
nose up over the Giant's "card, eag.ing the gallery, and 
a couple of moment's later a second. "ie crau, in the 
mean time, apparantly finding tne iron basin a little 
hard, had doserteu it in favor of my lap, and 
although it was she who sighted the rabbits first, for 
her head, turning quickly in their direction, inclined me to 
glance that way, hut she made no move to join them, 
even ns they gained more courage, and began frisking about 
in front of the gallery, and back and forth as far as the 
sun dial. It was such a pleasant evening to in augurate 


\ 


i 
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Sunday, March 30, 1952. 


Arenbourg's birthday and mine, and after I had 
extinguished the candles and come inside, vaguely having in 
i'nd doing some mail, I found the peace so heavenly, I 
simply folded up my beard and didn t touch the local key¬ 
board until this morning. fongiht'I'm going to have 
another concert. 

I spent three hours from davm until about 9 at 
^renbourg. i'he white wisteria is especially lovely there 
at tr.e moment, and thanks to ti.e birthday celebration, I 
am commemorating it with some additional purple wisteria 
to intensify the white. I am delighted to say that the 
bushes are looking ever so sturdy, and j- think 
forming t..e vines into young trees already indicates 
the effort is a success, fhe morning was damp and the 
air moving ever so gently j and so heady with the honey of 
the white wisterian perfume that it was enough simply to 
breath to get an inn ression of *raby and heaven all rolled 
into one, 

i brought back a big armful of lilies for t:,e 
fireplacein the living room and the"Chapel. And tonight 
both sections of the house are heavy with the delicious scent. 

You will enjoy -rs. ~oore's letter. Odd that after 
all these years, it should arrive on th6 day n. darter, ^squire 
had been expected. I like the idea of a Yresbyterian 
librarian and teacner in a Catholic institution. Yuat 
is one of tne 6 ood sides of hatchez, long with a cemetery 
w..ere sleep Catholic xrotestaats Jews and negroes I 
understand t:.ere is a xrotestant or two on the staff of t:.e 
convent in hatonitoches, too and while these little beacons 
of religious tolerance are modestly placed and at distant 
places on the nroad field of religious schools, still 
one cannot help feel better to know that even these two 
tiny examples exist. 

hot a peep from the direction of hriarwood, but 
that will probably be forthcoming along about 
Saturday or Sunday, ^nd speaking of Sunday, I am glad 
to report t at it may be rather more quiet than anticipated 
at this bend of the river, as the J. G.’s are not coming, -- 
senior nav _ng been called to hew lork unexpectedly. 

I was glad to see ^is. combs today when 
I dropped by “eleste’s for a 9 o'clock cup of coffee. 

She seems more relauaed than the last time i saw 
her, although she puts her whole self in the welfare bus! / 
and by building a house at the same time probably / 

forgets momentarily about her son in *- 0 rea 3 / 


memorandum: 

now nice, and how unexpected, to find an air mail note 
in Saturday's post, giving me a fc li pse of how the week end 
seemed to be shaping- up. It was so kind of you and makes my 
birthday so much more fulsome and happy. 

I don t reckon it is possible, but J-'m hoping your 
morning, at least, was as peaceful and serene as mine, 
only a few ithop ans passed this way, coatless, for the 
day has been pleasantly warm and a 1 ttle humid, with 
occasional gleams.of sunshine. 

v. -. went to, i/allas yesterday, i'he 3. G.'s couuld come 
and the Jenks didn t show up for dinner, so rat, hen and 
I, after an aperattf at Yucca, had dinner together at the 
big house, we t..ree. You would have liked it and we 
would have liked to help celebrate. Conversation was good, 
and much of it r.volved ab ut politics and the fruraan 
announcement he would not run for re-election, and around 
the personality and doings of one Leonardo da ^inci. Yt 
was all very pleasant among the fried chicken and such like 
and only the presence of a Lyme personalit to make the 
gathering perfect. 

Yesterday a Urs. Leford passed this way. i found her 
strolling the’gx the garden, someone at the store having 
told her it would be alright if she wanted to walk about a 
little. 3he lives 100 miles west of Oklahoma City and was 
spending the week end with her husband on Slack nake, some 
where near 3riarwood, where her husband was fishing. She 
had driven down this way because she had heard about 
.ielrose from her cousin, one Carl harness. 1 was so 
glad I had stumbled over her. 

Cur conversation was interrupted, however, by a telephone 
from some Baton nouge agency, either on behalf of the 3tate 
or federal set up, regarding a man now in .Louisiana who 
has charge of rehabilitating the blind. It seems he has 
b-:en having rather hard going with his project and somebody 
in Baton Bouge, probably ^x. *»ycock of the V/e If are department, 
told him there was one person whom he felt sure could 
give me a new lease on his job and the telephone call 
was accordingly put through to Aelrose. I never tried 
rehabilitating a rehabilitator, but it will be fun seeing 
if I can take a crack at it. 
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I was rather amused at something some north Texas pilgrims 
had to tell me this afternoon, They had been to the iris meeting 
and .yesterday had seen Sister t/.ere. She told them she was 
fc0 ing to spend the night with "eoks ^all in new Iberia. Imagine. 

She also sent a message by them to me, saying she 
would be here this afternoon. I discounted that ( one, too, 
and at 9 o'clock., as i pen these lines, she hasn t 
put in an appearance, and, so far as I am concerned, she 
will not see me if she should, although x am quite 
sure she hadn't the slightest intention of passing this way. 

I had rather expected the mormons and la otorra, but 
I reckon Brinrwood is probably getting iris enthusiasts 
today, too, and I will experience a "visitation' along 
about tomorrow or the next day. 

One of the afternoon pilgrims had never bean to -elrose 
before but somehow had heard of the plates and asked if 
she might get one or or, as she anted to send one to 
this friend or that, and to her daughter, living in 
the bourland fountains of "ew Jersey. 4 s I understand 
it, the daughter i.ad never been to -elrose and what 
such an item may m an to ior, i ca not imagine. 

I skimmed through a few pages of "I Live On Air" by 
Jhester or some such name. It has to do about brondeasting 
exr.er once by the author in his association with *». B. J. 

I think it is a 1940 or 1941 publication and seems 
mildly amusing. x 'he author sr.ei ks of -noweel Thomas ( and 
"his million dollar voice" as being one of a, b. 's 
great assets. That makes the book seem a little dated, 
what with Mr. T. having subsoouently been so long with 
C. B. B. 

At 5 o'clock this morning, I Wished around in the 
ether waves to discover what x cnuia about metropolitan 
weather, hoping tnis particular' d?;y would be 
altogether on the pleasant side, i gather ti.at it 
inclined a bit on the cool side, however, but perhaps if 
you had an opportunity to make a round in the botanical 
gardens, the ozone was plentiful. 

It goes without saying that I shall be ever so interested 
to learn ho your day actually turned out, and I am 
eure that if you had an opportunity to operate your 
telepathy dials a bit, you had little difficulty in 
catohiug waves leugtns from the Yucca station, 
x hope it has been such a happy day ana should you be 
tuning in two minutes from now, you will find the back 
drop filled with concert music from the white garden. 
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ilonday, Iiarch 31st, 1952, 


Memorandum: 

*nd so here it is the day after, —and here's hoping 
yesterday was 6 rand and today nothing but a pleasant reverberation. 

a pin point mist i.as been dripping along since last night 
with the weather bureau reporting less than a half inch in 24 hours, 
tut with the promise for something more substantial tonight, 
and clearing skies on the morrow. The temperature has remained 
fairly high and thus Spring unfolds new batches of greenery and 
blotches of color all over Arenbourg and Melrose. 1 made 
the most of the favorable dampness to round up some items 
for transplanting, light purple and deep p rplo wisterians 
that will harmonize and contrast nicely with the Arenbourg 
collection. I got fairly damp in the doing, but a hot 
shower and some dry clothes put me all straight in a 
jiffy. 

aO tremor out of Briarwood ns yet, so x reckon tomorrow 
may be the magical day, 

Lillian frichell passed this way again during the afternoon, 
following her jaunt into couth x ouisiana > I gathered from 
what she had to say that at long last she is aware to all the. 
outrageous performances in the ><enk section, and she reported 
harum-scarum antics at .Lafayette. 

t 

< 

ohe reported seeing Blythe but said Lr. Band was detained 
in his ariival as Blythe's mother wasn't well, 

Bhe said the people to whom she hau given plates had 
been enchanted with them and she wanted a half dozen more 
to send to other people and I was glad I had them for her. 

Bhe added one other note from Briarwood which she had 
picked up during her stop there last Thursday. Bhe said 
the "ormous were fine but were in something of a panic 
because their guest, —she apparantly aidn t know and probably 
the mormons never mentioned la *>toim, who is, perhaps, traveling 
with her niece, —and the panic was caused by the failure of 
the. riarwood water system, and there wasn't a drop, save what 
could be hauled from the brooklet far from the house. I 
reckon the electric pump may have failed, —I certainly hope 
•the water table hasn t dropped, but however that may be, it 

A 
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seoras to be particularly unfortunate that the thing should 
have gone haywire at Just the moment la Storm was 
approaching, --it reminded mo of the business here last 
summer when little Miss Ida blow in with ^elen and -ucille ’ 
another pomt about this calamity is the fact that the last 
time la Storm visited -uriarwood, the big freeze of 1951 
hit the plaoe and for a week. Briarwood was snowbound and it 
was but with the greatest difficulty they were eventually 
able to got the laay and hot niece bach into the outside 
world to catch a train bacx to South Carolina. I pause to 

Stm "rin°v ’ should P J ‘SS this way at the moment, we 

still oo have the pump functioning. 

. rhi ! afternoon I was reminded again of another of the 
curious folk ways customs that still survive in this remote 

probably will uie out with the next gyration, 
he cook said she wanted to get off on Sunday as he uncle was 

“* 1 t0 * ld her * Qre ou ^t to be some pSetty 

flowers ,n the gardens and that i would fix her up with 

“ ^.aho hastened to recall that Members 

of the family couldn t take flowers to their kinsmen's funerals 
™ n f ed t0 a death m one's family ciJcfe ’ 

the following year, ihe man who didd was Uncle Uathan 
carpenter, crowding his 90's if not his 100's, and n?obablv 

the jparish[ 16nVi1 ^ hUrdened With rolat ^« anyone^ 

„, 0 * thi “ k A have m ntioned before that to avoid a like 

m u^ 8 a t L o j." 4 a rs na ln 1 ^ 1 L^ y { h r g ^^. uv ? h j^ s?.r p " 

--r°,r han 

^e long before rounding up anyone Qualified tn " 

pick and shovel *erh«pB,und«r^ “ 

Uncle^athii'p'd^ J!l 0y lQt 80 raUGh time Q lapse between * 
f h “ w i QHth Qrouncl the middle of last week until 
this comin b ounday, for it is possible by that late date 
they may have discovered somebody who isn't reinfod J- 
olQ man to prepare his final resting P L!ce. t0d t0 the 

I was reminded the other evening of so etbirm- i 
when x was skimming through the oaaef of «? ? long forgotten 


Tuesday, April 1st, 1962. 


Memorandum; 

The ^orwon plot thickens. After expecting to see 
them blow in at any time, I was quite unprepared this afternoon 
when Caroline telephoned me from Briarwood, —or rather 
the country grocery store at online, a few miles up the road. 

Bhe invited Uoiogte and me to come for dinner on 
Thursday to view the dogwood and iris. I am not supposed 
to know anything about the Briarwood calendar, of course, and 
so , A merely asked her if the four of us would be alone 
or if she was having a pn.rty. Bhe said they woulu be alone. 

In view of win t has gone efore, —at least so far as 
my imagination has taken it, this seems a little 
puzzling, ^nd the whole thing seems more obscure when, 
on second thought, I recall tjiat Gillian stated the 
reason Caroline couldn't attend the South Louisiana irie 
show was because She was expecting a botanist. I don't 
know why I didn't ask mysplf at the time how it was that 
Caroline wouldn-t have welcomed the opportunity to 
take a botanist-with her since one may assume a botanist 
would,undoubtedly be entranced at the opportunity to 
view Louisiana's greatest native floral show. 

The whole thing manes no sense up to this point, and 
will be exceeded only if Oeleste and L go to Briarwood to 
look at dogwood and native iris when there are ample samples 
of both slap in our own gardens. I shall take up the matter 
with dele sis at.9 o'clock ooffee on the morrow and if 
her program isn't too heavy, I shall probably run up 
to raod, not to-'see the iris or the dogwood but in 
anticipation of finding "the botanist" crashing about 
somewhere in the glades. 

Personally, I have never cared much for so-called 
"surprises", and that line on la storm's card illustrates 
as well as anything how inconvenient the hint of one 
may turn out. 

Eventually, if it should actually turn out that 
la Btorra hasn t dreamed of setting foot on -uouieiana soil, 

I shall have '‘uch material to include in ray next letter to 
her. 
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I d n't suppose any of this hae anything to do 
with a so-oalled «pril fool's joke, but it is certainly 
simmering down to something like that. 

i»nd speaking of the *pril fool's ^ay business, the 
only example I bumped into today was, —of all places, - on 
the five o'clook radio news broadcast this morning when the 
voice lof the news commentator introduced the announcer, and 
since I am accustomed to the day to day early morning 
program, I must say the thing held something of a 
jar as it broke on the air waves, at the conclusion of 
the 15 minute broadcast, the two gentlemen resumed 
their usual roles for the commercial and the signing 
off ana in unison oried "April fool at the etner waves, 

. all of which seed a little tacky. 

A nd speaking of radio programs, I hoard a comedy 
thing-a while back in which a man asked his 8 year old 
nephew how he had enjoyed the Church service he had 
attended that Sunday morning. The child responded: 

"I like the music alright but it seemed to me 
the commercial was a little long.” 

I reckon the broadcasting stations will be working over¬ 
time tonight, retailing the vote by vote counting of. the 
primaries being held today in «isconsin and ^braska. 

I shall be interested in learning the results on the morrow, 
but in spite of so much experience i n the piecemeal dribblets 
the radio stations seem to delight in handing out all 
night long, I, yself, find the whole business a mighty 
bore, and can somehow et through the night without 
having to keep my ear glued to the endless string of 
ever chaning totals. 

t 

Like me, 1 suppose you are enjoying the ^arry ^eseur 
broadcasts, but, nevertheless are looking forward to Md. 
Morrow's return. ± am so glad you g .ve me a bio 6 raphical 
sketch of the latter the other day, for it, was all 
news to me. I was interested to know he has a home in the 
Lowell 1'homas neighborhood, ./eetohester and Duchess counties 
along with Connecticut seem so steady in their appeal for 
eminent hew Workers while x *ong island somehow seems to 
fluctuate from generation to generation as, a popular 
presidential neighborhod for the same typo of people. 

-•o many things to talk about and such a nice mufiicale to 
anticipate instead of listening to Wisconsin vote counting.... 


/ ' 
1 / 
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Wednesday, *pril 2nd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

I scream every time 1 think of the tomfoolery 
connected with the Jtorm business, for in today's post 
comes the enclosure, fhat she should be climbing aboard 
her niece 8 plane to swoop down on "ew Orleans is no surprise, 
and sinoe*Briarwood,hasn't as ample landing fields in its 
neighborhood as has Melrose, i reckon I am not likely to 
bump into the lady when making my bow at the Dorraons on 
the morrow. A don't oven know if I'm gofn, as 
I left whatever arrangements wore to be made to Celeste 
who was supposed to telephone her at noon today. It will 
be time enough for me to le- n about such parti cub rs on 
the morrow, as 1 drop a coffee cup at Celeste's and pick up 
a wine glass to welcome the *-nipraeyers. 

Marvelous weather seems to bo obtaining pretty 
much across the country and with a pleasant 80 .egress and 
mu.ch sunshine in this area, it was an inspir tion 
to have a go at gardening with all hands to the pump today. 

I asked the store to discourage pilgrims, should any pass 
this way, ana accordLng-ly , x as able to divide my time 
between ^renbouxg and Melrose to advantage. I have 
p couple of appointments for the morrow, one at 8 o'clock 
and another at'4, which ought to give me a couple of 
hours in the morning and an e ual number in the afternoon, 
and still be able .to squeeze in the Miipmeyers and 
the -riarwood business, iou will notice from the 
enclosure that Cenla was willing to accept the now 
hour and limited numbers which x set forth for dupday, 
and 1 'm glad 1 shall thus be reieived of the hordes that 
otherwise might have descended upon me. 

. i t • 

Mrs. Coombs dropped in'for a moment this afternoon, 
dhe seems to be feeling pretty well and a8t:ed me 
if could interpret a remark, made by the merchant- 
planter when she stopped at the store on business, 
no said he was glad to see her and wished she might have 
a coke with him although he assumed probably she, too, had 
to watch her calories. u he asured him calories had to 
cake care jf themselves and she would enjoy a coke. I 

> 

-— 


• • 
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take it the question was simply a reaction to the 
prolonged cold w-ve that his been blowing across 
the fence. At supper tonight, J. seemed in a 
gayer mood, so x take it the breezes may have let up. 

I was amused to learn that in spite of earlier enthusiasm 
for -ir. .Taft, he now things, regardless of the Wisconsin 
and Nebraska pri aries, that haft couldn't win an 
election even though he might get the nomination. General 
Eisenhower's recent remark suggesting a degree 
of conservatism must have made a most favorable 
impression in some quarters, if not on me. 

The tractors continue dron ng from morning until 
ni-eht across the cotton fields, but planting 
will not start for another week. oddly enough, I'm 
all for pushing the planting ahead, but my reason 
has nothing to do about the welfare of the crop but rather 
the stability of lucca. The annual invasion by the big, fat 
bumble bees is upon us, and it has about reached the 
point where t need to supply myself, - and guests, if any, 
with parasols to hold over our heads when gracing the 
galleries. These are the insects that bore holds in the 
old beaded beams, and after going stnght up into the 
wood, turn at right angles and burrough along for about 
a foot, at the end of w ich they probably 
either lay eggs or store honey, or possibly both. The 
result.of all their industry is that showers od sawdust 
come sifting down from on high and there's something about 
the quality of the stuff, —it seems to have a mixture of 
soft wax about it, that sticks mightily to ev rything on 
’which it falls, - furniture, clothing or perruques. 

I suppose a bout 150 labor vigorously fro , dawn to 
dusk on each gallery producing a sort of sawdust mist 
that never ceases, a little broom work, the usting 
off the the leaves of the water hyacinthes, the skimming 
or the surface of St. Biggin's fountain and so on wouldn't 
be too arduous every half h.ur, but he devastating 
thing is the wreckage being caused by all this business 
on the timbers. I have, soaked the gallery ceilings with 
b. T., even as t have in ,/ears gone bye, but the 
bees lap up the stuff and seem to bore more fe vigorously 

than before. And so this business will move along at 
full blast until cotton is up and the airplanes are out- 
in force to soread their deadly dew. That is why I am 
observing at appropriate moments in the right circles that 
tne season is cert inly advancing with remarkable strikes. 

Ana now for a bit of ^enar and Javallero and so to bed.... 
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Thursday, April 3rd, 1952. 


Llemornadum: 

, e 

■‘■'he truth is: - x feel as though I had been to Alaska 
and back, all in the samp day. ^nd I mentioned Alaska not 
because of tne climate, for it has been pleasantly warm, 
but merely because bot . Briarwood and Alaska chance to 
be north of here. < 

’.Ve reached the Briarwood gate about noon, and had 
found our way to the new log house, through many a winding 
wood's road by 12;30 at the latest. The dogwood 
shimmering snowy white through the woods reminded me a little 
of Sterling -“orest, and from the gallery of the house, slap 
in the woods, one could feast the eye on explosions of yough 
dogwood trees in full flower from every side. South, toward which 
the house on its little knoll faces, East and '.Vest. The 
gallery floor is flush with the ground, made of about the 
roughest hun^s of stone set in concret one is likely to 
stumble over. The three steps to the front door are 
about 3 or 4 geet in length, wonderfully rough and real neck- 
breakers. 

One enters a large living room, panelled in finished wood 
without stain, paint or varnish, perhaps rufobed with linseed 
oil. The floors are good and carpetless. x he Storm furniture 
is bamboo or some such and comfortable, nothing by way 
of a shade, curtain or drapery softens the excellent light 
coming in from the three windows on the South giving on the 
gallery or the two on the _,ast side, flanking the big stone 
fireplace. 

To tne West of the big living r-om is a little bedroom, 
with a small window on the gallery and one n the West, i.ext 
to tne bedroom a little bath with no running water. 

Immediately behind the big room is a kitchen, and next 
to it, on the -est, I suppose a bedroom of the ladies Bormon. 

oo much for the lay out. <J. “. had given me a bottle of 
muscatel wine the other uay, and x presented that on our 
ar ival. We had a large portion of same before dinner, - in 
the big living room, and a delicious meal, simple, but 
wonderfully contrived, fried chicken, rice and gr vey, some 
sort of a s&itade and a cnoppea up fruit dessert. 


V 
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Ole Virginia had a cold and looked old. Caroline talked, 

^mou e .other .things she .said was that the leutci er—Starks were 

there last wee*, to see the iris. i'hey are threatening to dig 

her a deeper well, as we have known for the past two years, 

she volonte red the information that —r. -Leutcher—otark was 

ana ions for her to paint all the .Louisiana iris, —which would 

he thousands, and.he would pay her ^5.00 for each iris she painted 

hut she just hasn t time to bother, ohe added, paradoxically 

enough, she admired hr. Worsley so much, that the latter had 

driven out there, 20 miles oj lx , when she had telephoned for 

her to come when she had influenza. She said she had written 

the lady doctor only yesterday, asking her not to press her 

for the doctor bill, as the hormone had no money, i’hat is 

so typically bormon, for Caroline could easily paint an iris 

a day, and she not only has the native models but billions 

of them she has painted for other publications which she could 

more or less duplicate, and, as 1 figure it, th.t ought to 

bring her in about ^150.00 a week but somehow that 

doesn't seem to balance against no money for the doctor, and 

at the same time seems a little lacking in gr- ; ce for people 

threatening to dig her a new well, wne can't figure out the 

"Crmons excent to say they love the woods,-live in the heart 

of the same, and are as happy as clams and possessed of abotft 

as much business sense and'money. 

And add to that that they have a servant, bora, who occuDies 
the former B.iarwood home, ana that lady of color has a flock 
of grown up ana growing up children, and they all combine to 
no outsiae and sii.de work for the Briarwood menage. It's 
all wonderfully puzzling, and that s about all one can say 
about the whole thing. 

•■e arove to the iris quarter, deeper in the woods and 
at a boggy point where t e surrounding knolls must drain 
lots of water to make it ideal for stuff that- likes 
its feet in water, i'he bog is about half as big as the —elrose 
iris garden and there area t half as many iris there, but i 
reckon there are many of mQch rarer vintage, fflteept for 
the t ings growing in the woods, one sees no flowers, — 
no German iris, for example, or roses, or anything 
that will fc ive any suggestion of human love of color and 
fragrance, and as the underbrush grows slap up to the fc allery, 
one has no place to plant anything anyway, inspite of the 
several hundred acres of woods that woula be a paradise 
if they would only toss in an occasional bulb or root. 

Ih t old over orkea phrase, "out of this world" seems 
to apply perfectly to ^rinrwood for 4 felt, on leaving, I had 
just ouited such a place, nut n’m glad 1 went, for now I 
better com rehend when people ;u.e the same phrase about -clrose, 
which also is in the same category, but on slightly different 
lines, i 

x 9 c ko_ _» 


Friday, «.pril 4th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

herhaps I should begin this note with a post script to 
yesterday's, since, come to think of it, I apparantly forgot 
to mention that la Storm had not included Briarwood on her 
present Louisiana go-round. V/hat actually kept -aroline at 
Briarwood, heaven alone knows, and the more so as sne loves 
to roam the open road and as at least two people passed ner 
wav inviting her to make the Iris pow-wow trip as tneir guest. 

I reckon it is to be shunted aside as just another 
"ormon-ism that beggars explanation. 

I'm afraid I piled on so many details about the Briarwood 
hejira yesterday that I not only succeeded in boring you with 
details but touched on nothing else, and that in spite oi 
the fact that yesterday was really a big news day, so far 
as Washington, at least, was concerned. 

fhe firiug of *'ewbold “'■orris, followed so ickly by^ 
his firer, Mr. McGrath must have been a bit puzzling, so far 
as radio and news print space was concerned to the visiting 
officials from ihe Netherlands. 7/ith one tornado to tne 
North of us last nigh, and another to the South, the ether 
waves were in confusion, and .11 night brilliant flashes 
but little thunder punctuated the spread from dusk to dawn. 

I had hoped .7 n 0, ^es Moines, would broadcast the speech 
of the *ueen of xolland before the joint session of Congress 
which had tanen place during the afternoon, I believe, but 
while the re-broadcast was probably put on the air, i never 
heard a peep, since the atmosphere had Iowa completely blotted out. 

and then, too, the dismissal of the attorney Jeneral and 
the head of the Jlean-up agency gave the news commentators 
°uch toothsome morsels that the ‘•etherlaud s Qiueen scarcely 
kot a line. I do think it surprising how few Senators 
attended the joint sessio , —only about 37, 1 believe, and of 
all people, bearing such a name, neuator nolland of Florida faillea 
to put in an appearance. 
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'.Ye continue to get fairly high winds tonight, perhaps 
50 mile an hour numbers, not enough to blow off any shingles, 
but sufficient to bring in exceedingly cool temperatures, 
i'he pred.ction had been for 80 ue b reos during the afternoon, but 
it was 55 at five o'clock and now at 9 is 45, which certainly 

Demonstrates the weather man can make mistakes. I reckon we 

must be getting the tail end or outer fringe of ti.e big blow 
that is said to be whipping up the Oulff area and passing on 
Eastward tonight. 

My jaunt in the big road was so out of keeping with 

my usual routine that I failed to go to sloop last night 

after folding up my beard, and so I fished around in the 
nir waves to find something, oven though favorite stations 
ere not available. I was enchanted when 1 stumbled over 
a talking progr m, and doubly entra ced when I discovered 
it was none other than aanator Taft, giving a song and 
dance to the -Republicans at Springfield, Illinois. 

That man beats anything x ever ran up against 
for nerve. The urden of his speech was that wo ought 
to select delegates for him in the July Convention because 
he <is opposed to everything the how weal and the Fair ueal 
stands for. ■*> at least admire his frankness in thus 
playin L on the nerves of the hate-Boosevelt, hate Truman 
section of the upper cruet, ./hat mowed me down, however, was 
his eternal stat sties, ^e said that under the hep,lican 
^resident, norbort noover, in the year 1931, the 
Government took only 6 per cent of o ur while 

under the present .democratic regime 18 per cent is being 
extracted. From this, 1 gather, ho is trying to make 
the big bo./s think that there was nothing like the "good 
old days" of 1931 under noovor. Frankly that's just 
what x fonr ^r. Taft might bo stupid enough to try to 
undertake, —sotting the clock back to Hoover, but 
how he can imagine anybody wants 1931 bac.. ag in, 1 cannot imagine. 

Un the gardening front, I have been pondering on some 
of to program for t,.is year 6s planting, so that it 
may include some deep summer items, before folding up 
my beard, think A shall ao± something .bout getting 
some hhillipine lilies so they can be started this "’priug. 

1 have had fairly good luck with them in the pastand 
usually by July when they .come into flower tiey are usually 
8 or 9 foot in h ight and their gre t faster like blossoms 
exude a marvelous perfume, do lost the few wo had through 
nox fault of o rs, but i think it wi 1 be nice c ebrating 
with them. . 


(jW. JUW S/ 
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bund ay, April jHh}. 1952. 


Memorandum; 

How nice to find,your Wednesday'air mail in baturday's 
post, bomehow I hadn t expected one quite so soon, figuring 
as I did that the natal day week end would consume 
nil energies, not to mention the bogging down of people, 
which, according to my expectation, would push letter 
writing back until Palm Sunday had arrived. But instead 
your lovely le tter came to hand to make my Halm 
Sunday week end a happy one, and X call down blessings on 
your head for having unleashed so much sunshine for me. 

«nd speaking of sunshine, there has been lots of it 
in those parts over tne woo a end. ^atur^ay was brilliant 
but chilly with a brisk broeze slap off the ice cakes. 

■“ut today was pure sunshine without the draft, and 

the result is a lazy invogoration that somehow invariably 

marks the advent of bpring. 

But X hod scant time to enjoy the lazy sensation, for 
the fine weather brought out the people and the people 
dove-tailed so neatly in their arrivals and depa tures 
that it was first dark before I was done with them, and 
after 8 o'clock before 1 had supped across the fenoe 
and withdrawn when the Boverend Fathers arrived for ( 
a game of Canasta, or should one spell it "Jan-nasty . 

I have often thought what a curious picture would 
result if one were able to portray next to each other in 
point of arrival and departure the cultural and economic 
status of each succeeding visitor. Today had a contrast 
that would have formed a striking graph, were the several 
attributes of one individual be placed along side the 
next. For instance an expeoially fancy'xaokard car with 
much liveried chauffeur and footman rolled up at the 
front gate and out stepped lire, bteward, mistress of 
Oak Alley and millions, dressed to the tip of the mode, 

"oxouisiteTy cultured and slightly inclining toward the 
dull side, ,/ith her was a Miss Boyd of California, 
friend of the late Anne Morgan and not too ponderous by 
or in spite‘Of her probable gold ballast, ^n hour and a half 
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later, as we were saying goodbye at t same poi it, 
an an rustic daughter of the soil, white hut a little 
on the *Tobacfio Road st f/ la, approached, explaining she 
had secured a neighbor in Grant rarish where she lived to 
look, after her goats while she das’ ed up to the 
vane hive' co utry to have a look at .lelrose, The 
• different in deportment and costume of the first batch and 

second was arresting, 

C-tci-UoX- L<x , W< and then there was the group which I thought was going 

to be Jenla, —I must have road ray mail badly, for 
it actually turned out to bo the Historical oociety. 

• That went off nicely until we got back to the front gate 
when the ^resident s-.id » e _ nal meeting of the aoceity 
before summerset in would be in June and asked me if 
I..would be the & u6st speaker, I declined, *>ome 
other officers horned in on the conversation, and 
so 1 compromised by saying I might open the winter sessions 
by taking to the platform at ti.e firt meeting in 
September. This tentative promise was tne more readily 
forthcoming because the Harr y Chocolates from -W-ik e Charles 
ere waiting for me. They have a vast acreage of 
tide lauds along the Gulf Const and, I suppose, were 
interested in that flim-flam compromise voted by the donate 
last week concerning State versus federal ownership of 
submarine t'tles covering oil rights. It was 
■the Chocolates, following a visit here a few years ago, 
who decided to have t,.eir new home in the ■‘-ako Charles 
area built along Yucca linos, with architects coming 
here to take measurements, etc. They say they 
are enormously pleased with their home but now want to 
purchase a Cano River property with only enough acreage 
to raise five or six hundred head of cattle "just to 
cover the taxes, tne idea of a Cane River retreat being Co 
enable them to withdrawn from time to time from t..e 
whiz of the Gulf Coast and thus "get away from it all". 

I pointed out the desLreability of the old 
Francois Robiaux home on the Joyeous Coast, and speaking 
of Francois Robiaux reminds me of the huge laugh 1 got from 
your discovery of what unexpectedly happened when you 
unthinkingly decided to reduce Father Mississippi to 
initials.. In a paper on Freo Masonry I once .put down 
a eubtitle, - "George Washington and F. LI." and never 
felt so close to "Uncle George" before or since, 

• The nands came later, with ±aul “-lug bein with 

ti.em, Cue laCter having flown down from “artford for the day. 
Tomorrow ni^ht 1 hope I am less sleep and may thus 
talk a little more intelligently. 
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Monday, -*prii 7th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

■‘■'he splendid weather continues and mother mature continues 
flouncing her finest greenery in ever widening circles. I 
swing ray hoe in unison. 

I am under the impression 1 enclosed a letter two or 
three days ago from Marybeth Javis, announcing her 
return to ‘-ansas City following her vacation in Haiti, 
j-f T did enclse said letter, you may rec 11 she mentioned 
picking up a few boons in "ew Orleans on he way home, including 
Ghosts, bearing the x-yle uaxon look plate. I iuteuded 
pointing to that paragraph when T sent the letter, but 
neglected doing so. 

Hither you or 1 have the photographs taken of the 
book shelves in my living room, —as executed for the 
Library Commission a number of years ago. Tf memory servos, 
the book referred to stands out rather well in that photograph. 
Re that as it may, it chauced to be one of the books stolen 
either by James Cunningham when, as -udolph's friend and 
the madam's guest, he staid in the house for a couple of 
days at one time, and later told n U dolph he had lifted some 
items. Or it is possible ~r. w unninghara did not chance to 
lift that t particular book, for that ~r. Van somebody, a 
frieud of Miss alberta's who was invited here by Celeste two 
or three years ago lifteu a few items from the same shelf, 

I beileve; ne was here when Yucca was being repainted inside 
and the flying in and out of Workmen and said “*r. Van was 
enervating, 

I suppose that si’uce “*r. Cunningham's home is in exas, 
it isn t likely he disposed of the book in question in 
Hew v rleane, although he may have done so, since that would 
be the place a c a xon book plate might be expected to bring 
the best price, "ut it seems to me more lilely that 
-*r. v a may have been the one to toss it on the market. 

Be that as it may, it seems to me one of the most 
remarkable coincidences 1 have recently run across that 
a book stolen from this house should be disposed of in 
the Crescent w, ity and ac ,uired by a Kansas City friend who 
by chance happened to be paes,.u,_- through Louisiana at 
tne time the book became available. I have 




■ 


I 
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written .afybeth the circumstances and told her I am 
glad she ot the book but have suggested she inquire of 
her book s op to see if they will toll her from whom it 
was rurchased, suggesting th t she cook up some flim-flam 
tale of a notation she fauna in the book t' at impelled her 
to want to write to the former owner, assuming that tne booK. 
had probably been in prljats nanus following the death 
of r. -axon a uumoer of years b&c... wt will be 
inters t.ug t see if anythin*,, comet of it, but wi.eti.nr. 
s-omething does or not, tne whole business, ma-iu^ such 
a neat circle, presents quite an'oddity, don't you thiun. 

I notice I need new ribbon and 1 have one, but 
ray secretary is under the weather and so between now 
and tomorrow night, I'm goin. to try to get some 
son of the soil to tinker with the thing a little. If 
there should be a skip of one day i w receiving a letter 
you will oi course understand that my effort in teaching 
mechanics to an agricult; ul soul hasn t produced much 
fruit. X have been successful in the past, but 
that is no sign X shall have equal luck with today's 
problem. 

I notice ( there 1 s a letter in today's batch coming 
.r^ra r*ina. X m wondering what she ?iuu little .uiss 
alberta are planning for magnolia paiutiug in .lay. X 
have about made up my mind X am not ^omg to move a fin er 
by way of inviting them. —ft r all, ti.ere is a vague chance, 

I suppose, that ^aroly n may surorise me by carr,iug out 
her expressed intention of coming early itl -ay, and 
secondly there is always a chance t., t faynie, .hose health 
isn t good, may eventually reach the point where he will 
- not-Join with his yougcr brother in making such strange 
noises about little -iise a, coming here, and X think X 
shall stick to the c nnCe that Carolyn may come, neeping 
the decks clear L ste-.d of r,eing nice to little -lies' a.° 
and starting a poteution dust bowl, 

-nd auother thing, if X naveu't meutioued it already: 
neleste asa.od me the other uay if A tnou s ht Jaroline 
mormon s Wild ^'lowers of Louisiana ■ migiit be obtained 
second-hand. told r.er oula as*. you, ana she seemed 
encuanted. X think ‘'el ste would probably care to spend mi u nty 
little on a book so if you ever should stumble over one 
you might mention price before purchase, —aud don t let 
tie search for one take any time whatsoever, for i? is merely 
one of those things that should you enhance to stumble over 
one you might make a mental note, but otherwise dismiss 
the thing .rora yo' r mind, ho-hum, I could chat forever but 
must stop. 


fueeday, April 8th, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

Begad the new ribbon. 

My secretary remains in bed but after all. these years, 

Peter undertook to insert the fresh ribbon for me, and 
although he specialises in rigging up tractors, he took 
old I)x. Underwood apart and put it together with all the 
faollity of an old established firm in the typewriting 
field although this was the first time he had ever so 
much as set finger to a key. 

1 am sorry to say that the pilgrimage business was 
brisk today, and all were consistently dumb, but it is 
from the dumb ones 1 learn the most and one lady from 
Minnesota taught me a new triok that shall employ 
frequently until the cotton grows to dusting status. I 
had inten ed a short tour any way but it turned out 
even more so than I had anticipated when we approached Yucca 
and someone r marked the sound of bees. There are 
millions of the harmle6e big old black bumbble bees that 
bumbble around from dawn to dusk on the galleries, hut as they 
have no stingers, or at least have never been known to uses 
them, they are quite harmless. But the lady cried out in 
alarm, halted in her tracks and said that if there were 
any bees around, she wanted to turn and leave. * told 
her that frankly there was a swarm of them, as she could 
readily see and hear, whereupon she bolted and the balance 
of the party with her. M enoe forth, when A, m busy and 
the pilgrims unusually dtill, I shall work that one up fox 
all it is worth, and it ought to he worth a lot as a time saver. 

^he seasou isn t most favorable for undertaking 
certain garden re-arrangements, but 1 recall “r. Bachelier’s 
opinion that "the time to move a tree or a plant is when you 
are ready to move it," —implying the season was a secondary 
matter. 

And so, with a view to giving Xucca the dignity that has 
long been its due, 1 removed a section of the picket 
fence facing the front gallery, —perhaps thirty feet of it, 
directly opposite that postion of Yucca's Southern facade where 
open the doors to the boudoir and drawing room. 
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With the fence down, along with the tons of clematis 
and honeysuckle that have always hidden the fence itself, 
a whole new vista is glimpsed from the front gallery, stretching 
the entire length of the iris garden, with its lines of althias, 
crepe myrtles in the smaller plants or trees, and the grandiflora 
and diciduous magnolias and the larger palm trees, —a half dozen 
allees, flecked with the multi-colors of the native and 
German iris, heightened by the deep green of occasional box 
and yew, and the whole approaoh to *ucca through any of 
theso walks quite striking in it somewhat ponderous but noble 
lines. The picket fences continue at each end of the 
30 foot gap to their west termination at the old gate we usually 
used, and , —or thather, 1 should have said to the Hawt, and 
to the West to the end of Che garden, demarked b., the bamboo 
hedge. Extending into the iris garden X have marked ;off 
a semi-circle, extending from the fence to a gate that will 
dominate the several paths running from the iris garden, 
and the effect as one approaoh the house is really .posing. 

I am oasting about the country for a great Iron sugar kettle, — 
for 1 hear there was one 7 feet aoross in some remote section 
of the parish, and another of 11 feet aoross somewhere else, 
and if these can be secured, the pot will go slap in the 
center of the semi-circle, and refleot the Southern facade of 
Yucca as one approached. I didn t accomplish as much as 
I had hoped, and from now until after faster, I reckon 
I shall be subjected to endless interruptions, but the 
fenoe is down, most of the myriads of stuff pushed around and 
baok, and eventually the semi-circular fore-court will be 
fenced in and properly hidden by a hedge, and x uoea . 
will astonish a flock of people who have never seen its 
majestic lines before, for, if you stop to think of it, no one 
has ever been able to take a photograph 0 f x ucoa from its 
“outhern exposure. How they will have that opportunity, 
and I'll bet dollars to doughnuts the first person ooming this 
way with ,a camera will be that tiresome Glarenee i*aughlin, 
but x hope not, but rather that Garolyn may be among the first 
to make use of it on a film. 

This aut mn 1 shall have to re-arrange the bananas and 
butterfly lilies along the gallery so they will balance more 
pleasantly with the new approaoh, but that will be small as 
an undertaking, although sufficiently laborious as a move. 

Isn't it nice havingHd. borrow back again. I like what 
he had te say about the Sueen of the -etherlands and of her 
Mother on tonight's boradoast. 

1 had thought X would write a stack of letters tonight, 
but X seem sleepy and so A think X shall leap through a 
shower and have a little Session* with Mossrs. Rogers, 
fiehar and Strauss before calling it a day, ..thanks to 
littie Mi8s i<ee of Lyme...... 
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Wednesday, April 9th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

X'he dust bowl is blowing agiin, but aside from 
the gauze like film present in every direction, the 
sun has had no competition in the sky and tonight 
the moon is big and round and wonderfully orange. 

At noon we were promised a tornado or two for 
this even ng, sometime between 5 and 10, but at 
5 the weather bureau issued a special announcement, 
asuring -Louisiana residents that the big winds 
had treked .Northward. 

While it occurs to me, X must mention something 
mildly amusing that occured when Mrs, Stewart 
and —is8 Boyd were examining the treasures of the 
African “ouse on Sunday. The mistress of Oak Allee 
was especially fascinated by the yellow cotton and 
asked me if 1 oould tell her something about it. 

I explained that during the ante bellum period it 
was the staple given the slaves to raise as their own 
li tie crop, with the color being so distinct that 
there would never be any temptation, when harvesting 
it, to reach over into the row of white cotton 
belonging to the master, the white staple being so 
easily recognized at a glance. X told her the bale 
in the African Mouse had been raised here on “elrose 
by ^i88 Garamie a number of years ago but that the 
seed of the yellow ootton had originally come from 
Nanking. 

"How perfectly delightful," was Mrs. Stewart's 
enthusiastic but altogether serious response, and 
turning to “iss Boy continued:—Qnd Just to 
think, Grace was on vory friendly terms with Miss 
Cammie but ■“na, her sister, was my favorite, and yet 
it was Nan who supplied the first seed." 

9 • f " * 

Eventually I must write that one to Dora who 
was quite fascinated by some of Granoe King's original 
letters here at Melrose, and I'm sure he'll get a 
huge kick out of her ootton seed sister, Nan. 

Naturally, it goes without paying I never 
bothered to correct Mrs. Stewart s impression. 
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Isn t it good having xid. Morrow back, I 
enjoyed His summation oftonight's new*, although 
I had expected he would do a little more about the 
J-ruman seizure of the steel industry. 

Last night 1 fell asleep just before the Presidnt 
went on the air, but woke up again Jmst as he began 
speaking. X liked everything about it and am glad 
he made his oonoept of the outrageous stand of the 
steel industry so dear. I'll bet more than 
one rugged individualist Just about collapsed of 
high blood pressure, what with the fury tha must 
have oeen theirs at the President temerity to oall a 
spader a ?pade By taking the stand he did, and by 
ennunofeating his opinions with such foroe, it 
struok me that again a Democrat had demonstrated that 
the party, knowingly or unknowingly, was again 

UllcXi whi ? h the R ®P^lioans since 

Lincoln have willfully ignored; —that the great problem 

of uovornm ent is the distrubution of wealth. 

? leasant to h ear from the Kleisers today, 
omehow I had gathered from something written around 
flhristmas time that they were fixing to pass this way 
about that time and accordingly i had put off sending 
them a plate, but the other day I concluded I had 
had the thing kicking around about long enough, and 
henoe the enclosed bread and butter. 

I was impressed by ^r. Taft's success in 
the Illinois primaries toataling 800,000 or 
some suoh number of votes for Mr. Republican. I never 
would have dreamed so many people In Illinois-iwould 
have joined with him in sighing for the good 
old days of M r . Hoover in 1931 and the 6 per cent 

on second thought, Illinois was the 
home of Uncle Joe Cannon and the farmers and laborers 
ox his home otate were always returning him to 
congress although he consistently rode rough shod 
everything by way of legislation that would have 

< th *2’ "S 1 ®} se ® mB 8lll y» but ia nevertheless 
true. So is Mr. Taft, - m a way, 

tv / he la ? i0s WQ nt to Alexandria to meet their a ew 
Iberia newphews and grandsons who care ooming for the 

•••5 «*• , 1 r9 ° fc0n i'll get enough comrany without 
going anywhere to meet any........ 
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Thursday, April 10th, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

I liked what the weather brought us last night, 
for the tornado never did show up by around 11 o'olook a 
rain began and the thermometer slumped in sympathy. It 
has drizzled all day and the thermometer has refused to move 
much about the 40's or 50's. 

^nd I may my plans fit in with this dampness by 
moving a lot of n stuff around to suit my ideas as to the 
new outer "ourt" of ^ucca. inhere were a couple of ^ig 
-hinese magnolias tx.aa had to be taken u~ or sawed down, 
and as I oan t bear to think of the latter, and as weather 
conditions were so favorable for the former, I set myself the 
task of digging huge holes before tackling the up¬ 
rooting of the trees. The plantation was completely 0 n 
holiday, but as I was whelming atay with my spade, I heard 
voices by the side gate where I found Peter, JSzra and Bu ny 
moving a telephone pole which 1 had condemned some months^ 
back because ha it stuok out like a sore thumb from the 
nandina hedge between my gate and the African House. 

And so, aft r they had moved the pole, ..trying 
to get it done before Joe a enry appeared, —they came and 
gave me a hand with the diciduous magnolias which were 
up-rooted in a trice, shall we say, and now, after a tremendous 
soaking by a eaven and by a garden hose, —I hope the poor 
things aren t drowned, - they look as though they had always 
been there.® I suppose the trees were 20 years old and 
certainly as many feet t in height. The tap root of each 
was imposing and I oan t imagine how I would ever have 
turnea the trick by myself, but perhaps the whole busniess 
should simply be charged off to luck. I shall charge J.t off 
to a miracle if either one of them survive. 

That that leads me to mention the big old crepe myrtles 
transplanted from Mr. Earnest's former garden some weeks back. 

I am surprised to disoover that all of them are starting 
to put out their 1962 leaf system, as brave and opulent as 
you can imagine, and while it must be said they are the 









\ 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, flH~5889 in the Southern Historical 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Collect ion, 
I TO 


5405 

I 


5406 


easiest things in the world to transplant and make grow 
these were such large trees i never expected them to 
manifest signs of life again. I suppose the "proof of the 
pudding will come along about July or August when the full 
heat gets turned on and the full strain of living will be 
at its height for vegetation generally If they aotually 
survive that test, then A shall be c.ntinoed that nothing 
can ever kill a crepe myrtle, ^ 

v, . I beard the Bandall speech last nght, or whatever may be the 
name of the Inland Steel company that voiced the resentment 
against “4:. iruman 0 n behalf of the combined steel industry. 

i 1 ^°^hi t ?i 0a8ant , t Sv, llsten 'l°* ao70id 01 l0 *i« “4 g.u.rou.l, 
filled with the usual big-shot misrepresentations. The 

two points, as I recall, were that Congress hadn't voted the 

President the power to sitse the steel companies, and seoondly 

tnl ? # !m t mak * a 19 01 20 dollar profit on each 

ton since the federal taxes deprive them of the entire amount. 

in § on «i;® 8 .didn't vote the ^resident the power, since 

dn 8 H tUti0B * iV * 8 Pre8idan * the po£er to 

d ° emergency", and, of course, so far 

S®°? y * ha J th f y Jon t get the full 20 dollar profit on eaoh 

fn?e 0f er t II 1 o 5?* in the " world do they suppose other people 
fare, or does the p oor mnij 0 naire class assume that no one 

sfunSL 2a is&x ss.** 

u e78iyto4y 

stock holders, is in reality dominated, o ;ntrJlfSd and almost 

ehares^but rlT.i XV* if*! 11 " 8to ***«■ *“ *«« Picayune 

in thfii Ln Li y * ?, bi « boys wh0 haV9 t,;# «*« a * blocks of stocks 
in their own pockets; The static was so poor I oouldn t hear 

t^n?5ht ,dW ? rd8 < i a8t ?*■*£* • but I,m doping ? may be luokier 
a pef w V ‘° Uld ** a P^asure to hear him take them down 

whi 8891118 t0 i J , have a olipping about the Historical Soecity 
suppose, is from the Alexandria Town Talk of about 

l Si i ! eBday ’ Qnd 1 8upp0se was something tossed off by 

J °i 0man * aB !? tra0 9d from some othei news item, but 

I send it along regardless. » 

u^!f^i Way n f pl *? 8ur * ( i # hear lz ' m Mr * Cain but I'm hoping 
whe^thfnlX^Sfi ? airn J d ? es ° * 5 loB 111 sometime during the week end 

th! riSiS* at a high pit#h at thia bend of 

* igfiT 8 ** And 80 w Ibh my damp clothes, a hot bath and 
a little musioale before folding up my beard. * 


Friday, April 11th, 1952. 

t ' 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your letters of Sunday and Tuesday 
in today's post. The canoellationdate on one was 
blurred and by ohanoe theluesday letter was read 
first, which, beoause of an interruption, enables me 
to contemplate Good Saturday with added zest, since 
I have both letters tucked away in the armoire and am 
thus guaranteed a second little chat the moment Y. 0. 
put8 in an appearance on the morrow. 

l'm so glad you found the account of the Briarwood 
Jaunt so comprehensive. It might well have been 
otherwise, for I must confess the unusual sensation 
of being in the big road made me so sleepy that night 
tr.at my Memo m ght whell have turned out a mere scrawl. 

And may I thank you fox transcribing precisely what 
la Storm aotually wrote. My secretary is not adept at 
long hand and the Storm correspondence when in long hand, 
depends more on my imagination than the secretary's 
interpretation, and apparantly my imagination was inade¬ 
quate in that instanoe. 

Heavy cloudiness obtained all day, with the thermometer 
"hoovering" around 60, with the humidity in the 90's* 

♦11 that, of course, was to the good so far as- the 
Arenbourg and Melrose children are concerned. The 
forecast for Saturday is continued cloudiness but 
temnera ures in the 80's, and that will be alright, 
too. 

During the past two days the new leaves on the live oaks 
unfolded but completely, introducing a thickness of 
shade that seems like veritable darkness in this 
overcast weather. Little clouds of tender green are 
beginning to form in the topmost branohes of the 
peoanes which means their new summer finery is being 
shaken out, and since it is said "peoanes never get 
caught by Jack Frost", I reckon one may assume the 
winter is but definitely finished, although- it does 
seem as though we never had any except on the 
1st or 2nd of H 0 vember. 


I believe the J. M. Benrys, -pere et fils, are 
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likely to arrive hers tonight The S. G,'s will 
not come, and the latest report, —always subject to 
change without notioe, is that none of the Wenks will 
appear, and even their Cloutierville emporium is 
said to be out of commission for the faster holidays. 

People with sense, of course, wll always wait to get 
sick or injured during regular office hours, and never 
on holiday week ends, —or at least that seems to be 
the idea of many physicians. But if anyone is fool enough 
to patronize a Wenk, he just about deserves to find himself 
up a tree on occasion. 

1 have been soaked up to my knees since 5:30 this 
morning, although I did ohange my shoes and trousers 
twice, only to get bogged down again as soon as I 
had done so. By some miracle, —the oloudy 
weather, I suppose, —1 escaped pilgrims, but un les8 
I am vastly mistaken, I shall have more than 1 
quota totals on Saturday and Sunday. fortunately 
1 have nothing on my calendar which will make the whole 
thing a "catch as oatoh can" buisness, but that is 
better than trying to cram uninvited guests in between 
scheduled appointments, as was the oase with la Steewart 
last Sunday, but X must say I wouldn't have missed the 
"Nanking Nan" business for anything. 

i 11 . (. a * • *■ < * * I 

I think I shall finish the Chester volume, - 
"I Bive On Air" this week end. It is mildly interesting 
and done in newspaper typle, making it easy to skim 
over. 1 take it Chester is concerned primarily with 
the broadcasting of special news events, and 
there.is vast to do about getting the first flash or 
more extended acoounts of latest happenings on the 
air, with the primary purpose seeming to be that 
of getting a second or a minutes drop on the Columbia 
and Mutual airing of the same news. As in the case 
of radio stations that have to give all night sessions « 

on the gradual totalling of votes in order to be 
first with the results, so in the other branches of 
human activity the same mania seems to persist, and 
for the life of me 1 can t see any point in breaking 
one's neok in order to°blare out some bit of information 
one minute or two before a rival organization Blows on its 
trumpet. 1 suppose there must be some advantage in this 
split secondheaalding of an event that by no means 
of the imagination can be pumped up into something 
world shaking, but I don't comprehend what all the rush 
is about. But 1 must fold, hold ng the thought 
your week end is ever and ever so pleasant. 


w, 

N- 5408 

Sunday, April 13th, 1952. 


> 


Memorandum: , 

How nice to have your Sunday letter waiting for me 
in my armoire this morning when Y. G. dropped in. 

I enjoyed ever word of your splendid letter and was 
delighted to know the natal day went off so nicely, although 
I can well imagine you were altogether enchanted when 
night came on and you were eventually able to fold up beard 
in the privacy of your own boudoir. Isn't is wonderful 
what tricks do play about the mind when dreams be-stir themselves, 
and the conoept of little Mies Lee, Lestan and our friends, 
all gathered together under a great big spreading cedar 
was altogether charming. 

And may I thank y QU for. sending along the clippings whioh 
I am going to enjoy at ,:.y next sitting. But oddly enough, the 
faot that you mentioned the Boosevelt plate as being the 
subject of one clipping set my head to buzzing and automatically 
unrolled an idea for another place whioh I shall begin work 
on immediately. It will be something like this: 

Cane "ivor will cross it..diagonally, from upper left to 
lower right. A couple of symbols at the extreme 
upper left will indicate the town of Natchitoches, — 
perhaps the circular staircase and "Uncle Caok the statue 
of the ‘*ood "arkie. Next will appear the Joyeous Goast 
as indicated by Beaufort and Woodla»n or Oak ■‘•awn or Oakwood or 
whatever the Alphonse Brudhomme plaoe is know by. Ihen 
will come Melrose which will be slap in the middle. A couple 
of Bouses and a Church will appear at that point, and 
under the Church will be some notation such as "St. Augustin's 
Churoh of "Children of Strangers". Next down the line will 
be a couple of oaks to indicate Magnolia. —(don t you 
love that, oaks to suggest magnolia). Then Kate Chopin's 
house, Then Uncle iWs G a bin t with a cabin, perhaps, and 
Uncle Tom holding little fl va on his lap. In the 
upper open space at the right will be these words: 

"Cane Biver, 

Natchitoches r arish, 

Louisiana." 

In the lower left open space will be some writing, — 
whatever seoms appropraite when I have stirred it up. 
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it occurs to me this place should he identical with 
the Melrose Plantation plate, so far as border design and 
coloring are concerned. Then, if some people want to use 
the Cano -diver one in conjunction with the Melrose one, 
they will make quite a nice pair,, 

Thanks to your grand letter, this idea has oome up 
for air. As described above, the whole thing must sound 
pretty sketchy, but if in any of it you see some flaw or if 
you have any ideas that would improve it, do let me know. 

In the mean tiir.e, I shall write to Edwards China, 
indicating the idea and asking them to reserve all rights 
for us in the creation of such an entity, I shall write 
Hina tonight, asking her if she can gige me a hand in 
the business. I hope she can, since the design would be 
the better if it details carried through. I shall include 
my initimable" sketch to her and a flock of snapshots 
of the various-things I want included, if she cannot, 

I shall contact Robert ^eblieux and give the thing a push 
in that direction. 

And may I say thank you ag in for having been the source 
of this Cane diver item, 

Saturday was so ething to inspire on to start building 
an ark, for it poured all day. But the weather remained warm, 
and the Arenbourg and *ucca children apprantly thrived. 

Some of Juanita 8 friends came in the afternoon for a little 
tour, and I'm glad she was here to accompany us, Joe made 
the sloppy rounds, too, and later told me he was astonished 
and delighted at all he had learned about the place. The 
Heprys are sights. 

Joe oame to see mo this morning, he wanted to buy me 
a new typewriter, but 1 declined on grounds that this one 
still functions alright $nd he could "hold the thought" 
until °hr stmas. I didn t tell him I«already had a * 

*oyal never touched sitting on the Gayosa iron chest right here 
in my boudoir where we were chatting. 

In spite of the mud, Joe wanted to make a round 
with me to see .the new Gardener's Garter parterre, the 
new lay-out Just beyond the great window of the Studio and 
the beginnings of the "avant-cour"' immediately in front of Yucca. 
He liked the whole business, and I was glad as he is 
proba ly tl?e only one save the General who will ever know 
they weren t always there. * 

rt 

We dined at the big house and all was lovely withnot 
a Wenk within miles. But here i am at the bottom of the 
page and not really well started. "^tt tomorrow will be 
another day, and in th mean time, may I tay thanks again for 
the happiness your elegant letter brought me this ^aster morn. 
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Monday, April 14th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Cool and clear, —and all the pilgrims I didn't 
get yesterday deluged me this afternoon, —first Mrs. Wood 
who is a friend of “rs. Coombs, then Ura before the departure 
of la Wood, and then a flock of people before ura'8 departure, 
and these inoluded a Mr. and"Mrs. w ampbell from whom we 
shall proba ly hear later, for they are lovely people, and then 
during their visit, two other sets of people whom I 
never saw but heard about only from the servants. 

*nd speaking of a deluge, I'm wondering if Louisiana 
is likely to get its feet damp before the flood waters of 
Nebraska and Iowa have found their boistrous way to the Gulf. 

I doubt if we ev r get any of the Missouri-Mississippi 
water in this section, but aed xtiver water is Just as 
wet, x reckon, and it is the inability of Red_*iver to 
flow into the Mississippi when the latter rea'hes flood 
stage that backs up ^ed * k iver and spills it oVer into 
Cane. In 1945 the central Louisiana floods were 
at their height during mid April. I reckon it will take 
a other week or so for any Mississippi excesses to be felt 
in this area, if at all. i mention ^tll this now with a view 
of assuring you, as you probably don t have to be assured, 
that while Melrose plantation may well go under water, 
the residences aren t like to experience any dampness, being 
on a high level of ground, although in the 1945 business, 
the water did come up to the baboo hedge at the end of the 
White Garden, which. I'll admit, is getting fairly close. . 

■°ut even though the water might seep over the White Garden and 
across the bricks of the front and back galleries, it isn't 
likely to get any hi & her, so A urge you not to give any 
prospective sea-scapes any worry. 

Only one more dolorous thought relative to melting 
snows in Montana and the Dakotas,--with what uncertainty 
farmers and planters from St. Louis to the Gulf must be 
putting in their crops. Melrose began planting ootton today. 

Just one more point: - I'm recalling how the hill billy 
politicians prevented the great spillways of South Louisiana 
from being opened during the 1945 floods because hill billy voters 
lived or more precisely squatted on State lands through which 
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the exeess waters would have flowed and relieved all pressure 
on the Red *iver Valley and the devastation in that area f 
even though it was tax payers' money which had purchased 
the lands and constructed the great spilllway looks. If 
5he Washington politicians, in their hatred of F. D. R's 
success with T. V. A. will forever prevent the same 
accomplishment in the Missouri that created an Eden out of 
the Tennessee Valley, then at least I hope the Louisiana 
pliticians may he prevented from ns making "ducks and drakes" 
out of the flood controls in Louisiana, already completed hut 
never permitted to operate. 

The great advantage of all pilgrims treading hard on the 
heels of eaehoother lies in the fact that the balanoe of one's 
day is left comparatively free, and so A was able to give 
a couple of hours to arenbourg and a like number to Yucca,— 
the "avant-cour" before the big parade got under way. 

The ladies across the fence took off at 7:30 this morning 
to whisk the Regard boys back to their home in M 0 w Iberia, 
i'he ladies will return here late Wednesday night. I'm still 
experiencing vibrations from my venture to Briarwood a week 
ago last T ursday with the two ladies, and Just to think they hage 
been in the big road every day since then and are now 
in South Louisiana, I suppose my wonder must be mixed with 
jealousy at the thought of Madam Regard, heading toward her 
82nd birthday, being able to take foot in hand with alacrity 
and enthusiasm while I am thanking my lucky stars I don t 
have to get beyond the front gate. p 

Mr8. Wood brought me the enclosed Dormon artiole. It 
was dipped from the Shreveport Times a couple of weeks ago, — 
and undoubtedly bore a March or April, 1952 date line. 

I was exa? Especially glad to see ^ra, even though the 
pilgrim pressure made it impossible for us to cover much gr und. 
Still I wae able to compare a few notes with her and she kindly 
assisted me in some looal spelling problems, such as 
Kisatohie, which is the name of a National Forest the 
hills behind Montrose where wild game preserves are included 
in the forestatio^ There are deer, wild turkeys and heaven knows 
what all I thought with Oane ^iver cutting diagonally 
across the proposed pictorial plate, it might be nice to 
have the words "Oane Eiy Qr Jountry, 

Hatohitoches *r.ri-s, 

Louisiana" 

occupy that section, and in the opposite lower section of 
the place have a few trees and wild game to add whirasey to the 
composition So much to talk about and yet how grateful I am 
for this little opportunity...... 
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Tuesday, April 15th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

I had to stop and think twice when I wrote the 
word, Tuesday, in the date line, for somehow I feel a 
whole week has elapsed since Sunday, lime has a way of 
whizzing anyway, but sometimes I am astonished at how much 
can be undertaken in the span of a day and therebye make 
it seem as though a whole foock of days had run their course 
between a single dawn and dusk. 

As for any contribution made by my own efforts for 
the gaiety of humanity today, I can t think of anything 
I can chalk up for in reality I hate merely lent encourage¬ 
ment to workmeA who wore actually sweating it out in a 
cool 71 degree temperature. But new fence posts had to 
be set on a section of fence at Arenbourfc and a stout 
five and a half foot fence had to be erected as the 
barrier of the "avant-cour" at Yucca, with the result 
that 1 expended most of my energies going and coming and 
getting a little ways but of course never as far as one 
anticipates, although the Arenbourg posts are set and the 
new fenoe and gate in front of Y U cca is throe quarters 
finished. 

1 banged away tx rather late on this machine last 
night, with the result that I "lay-long" this morning 
and found myself still in the bed at 5:30 when simultaeneously 
there was a knocking on the boudoir door giving on the 
front gallery and on the window giving on the back. I 
had asked two stalwart youths to assist me early at 
Arenbourg and without encountering eaohother on their way, 
both had arrived at Yuoca, —one from the front and one 
from the back at the same moment It didn't take 
me long to slide into my trousers and boots but 1 
suspeot my shirt tail was snapping out behind as I headed 
up the road. 

Both secretaries oame this afternoon but I was 
too busy to see them and bo I shall have to let the mail 
go for another day at least. There seems to be a fat letter 
from Daisey in the Dell, one from Melen cancelled from Waoo, 
on from Madam Morris of Jacksonville, so ething from Dora 
and two or three non-desoript items whioh are probably bread 
and butter numbers, —I hope. 
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. ® nolos ia* the Judge “ileoa oopy ln yesterday's 

post with Sister s letter, the Judge Wilson item having 
arrived in my mail at the same time Sister's letter came to 
hand. It didn t take me long to dash off a note to Judge 
Wilson, telling him his Osburn move was exceedingly unfortunate 
and that so far as any hopes of effecting his designs on 
the apron, that was definitely a waste of time, so far as 
I am concerned, since pressure of the nature employed 
guaranteed a short-circuit of all thought of the business 
under discussion. I send his letter along merely because 
I think you will be amused by the hocu-pofcus tomfoolery 
full grown men amply in their lodge correspondence. Of course 
five-oent-cigars, with both feet on the ground, don't believe 
in such things as the trappings of royalty, but brother, can 
they lap u p that Supreme kleagle stuff or whatever the 
ridiculous "signs and wonders" names and titles they love 
to be-deck themselves out with. * 

I laugh at myself every time I think of havine wri tt«n 

y ?or- W ft^ 9 h dir ^ 9 ® illl ^s. entitled "JSlephantville", 

for, after hearing the title repeated several times I father 
it is not Elephantville but "Elephant Bill", and I* S 
think the latter dull enough. Perhaps the 
publisher was inspired by the exploits of the late Mr, Cody 
who was^o long known as "*uffalo Bill" and thought!^. * 
Wiiliam s Inst nhme might entitle him to some similar 
soubr quet. The book, and I like it very much, is 
Jj? 14 80 if the thing had bepn called 

■Burmah Bill , the presence of a couple of big B's might 
have had some value, but "Elephant Bill'* doesn't seem to 
do much for ray imagination, although if~some expert 
devoting himseif to skunks tosses off a symposium on 
those friendly little animals, I suppose some publisher will 

Qn * +1 booJc SJt ^ Bill ‘ or "Polo Cat Bill" 

and then the bill" mania for inclusion in titles out to be 
about played out. . 

Beth Williams Cloutier gave me a bua* this morning. She 
and Irma Somperyao Willard are planning this summer to 
contrive the 10 generations of Prudhommes and descendants in 
side branches on parchment, of course, by hand, and the 

I Bo f u J or J ™ ants ^ down to consult with me on 

a couple of points before undertaking the Job. She 
suggested Wednesday or Thursday and I said i didn t care 
which, for I have two appointments on Wednesday afld three on 
Thursday, and I oan sandwich her in with all comers, and 
get her on her way again the sooner by having the more people 
to muddy the waters. So things turn, and as for me, after 
a hot shower, I turn in to bed. 


■■■■ 


i 
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Wednesday, April 16th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

The weather is marvelous. 

I have only three armoires in this house, and it begins to 
look as though 1 had better round up a couple more, what 
with the mail stacking up. Yesterday's remains where it 
was and today's has been added to it. fortunately n one of it, 

I think, is of any particular moment, -.1 hope. 

At the moment X find myself inundated by an excess of labor, 
none of which is capable of doing much without someone being 
present to tell precisely which bit of vegetation is in the 
plant class and which in the weed. The only reason I have 
too many hard hands and soft heads is because planting is 
going ahead full tilt and by modern methods, that job requires 
few workers. In anotherweek X shall be unable to round up 
anybody inside the garden barriers, for every mother's son and daughter 
will be swinging a hoe as the endless rows of new cotton will need 
to be chopped out. *nd then the hoeing season will follow through 
and I shall be contemplating the impressive growth of weeds and 
wondering how it is that my labor'supply always comes and 
goes in waves. 

Aside from several scheduled appointments, there 
were two or three htohes of pilgrims, each succeeding set 
duller than that which had gone before. 

But X wa8 gi a( i to sandwich in Mrs. Coombs for a few 
minutes between jumps. i*aBt week, as X learned from Mrs. 

Wood the other day, she came pretty dose to having pneumonia, 
but has now fully recovered and is beginning to plan moving 
into the new Coombs residence in town, which everyone says is 
as pretty a place as one is likely to see. 

u er primary reason for stopping, aside from the sootfcl 
element, was to tell me of a mulatto youth in town, —some 
kind of Uncle Dor, who appears to be unusually gifted with 
the meager paints which have come to his hand. X believe his 
mother is a servant in the Coombs menage. There are several 
children, X believe, a d perhaps the father is dead. The 
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Thursday, , *pril 17th, 1952. 


hoy who is 16 or 17 had to give up going to high school 
to help support the family # Although he never has had any 
adequate materials, he has*tried painting wit' soraps ol 
discarded paint tubes he has found, - using whatever 
cardboard he could f nd as canvas, “‘rs. Coombs says some 
of his things are really excellent and adds that it is 
pitiful to see little pieoes of cardboard bearing an example 
of his artistry, stuck timidly at the side of the guocery store 
showcase where the boy works, placed there by the boy, who 
hopes someone may want one tk tad thus enable h^ ra through a 
sale to get 'some paints. ' 

It seems she had mentioned Melrose to the boy and told 
him she would ask me if she might bring him down for a chat sometime, 
Naturally I told her I should be delighted. She asked 
when it would be convenient for me. I told her at precisely 
that moment when she and the youth could get away most con¬ 
veniently. It's time for the African House gallery to have 
some new exhibitions, and I shall arrange one forthwith 
for this sepia Tintoreto or Magenta or whatever his name may be. 
a poor mulatto probably has too many oards stacked against him 
to ever get anywhere, but it would be so pleasant to give 
him a bit of encouragement, Aft r all it doesn't matter 
if he never does accomplish anything commercially if 
only some manif station of interest in his efforts may provide 
him with the pleasure that must come with such a medium of 
self expression. 

But, to get away from the subject of Art, you really should 
have seen the extraordianry rough sketch I packed off to Nina 
this morning, asking her if she might be in a position to put 
it into ship-shape black and white for the new plate. 

I liked the forest, - Kisatchi, - best, for the deer were 

larger than the trees, the turkeys like peacocks and the 

foxes as big as the deer. In short, it was a sight. I 

sent along an explanatory note, —I may find a copy which, if I do, 

I shall enclose, together with an endless letter. My inimitable 
Sketch calls for the •“egend: "Cane ■‘■'Iver Country —JNatchitoches 
Parish -- louiiana" to occupy the space at the upper right 
hand; Cane ^iver bisects the design from upper left to lower 
right, and Kisatchie fills in the space at the lower left, but 
poor "ina will be quite justified if she responds with a flat No 
in trying- to untangle my handiwork. But forgive me for all 
these no account details.. 


Memorandum; 

Another day of perfect weather and equally perfect 
hurly-burly The weather man promises showers for the week end. 

*° lt V I shall get caught up on one thing or 

another, including the mail. 

Today I got around to read only the enclosure. I am 
so glad Helen got a lot of rest during her curuise, for she 
really was vastly in need of it. She was perfectly right 
in assuming I would be surprised to see the article, for although 
I had assumed she might do some account of her jaunt around the 
Gulf, I scarcely anticipated she would preface the business 
with an account of this bend of the river. 

Don't you love the account of her visit to little Miss 
Alberta and the latter's observation regarding the cats. And 
there was something about the way she handled little Miss Alberta' s 
friend, the little man with the apron, that made me want to see 
him, hast night I was reminded of an evening in Manhattan years 
ago when I invited a few friends to my houseto listen to the 
heavy weight boxing match between mein lieber Max Sohmeling and 
somebody or other, perhaps Joe Lewis, and how my guests arrived 
r S P^,.f fore the 8:81110 was scheduled to go on the air, and how 
I withdrew momentarily to the pantry to see about cold beer and 
pretzels and how finally, a minute.later, on returning to the 
li -ing room, I was thunderstruck to learn that the fight 
was all over, having come to an abrupt end with a knock,out before 
the first round really got.to going good. History didn't repeat 
itself in many details last night, but I did invite several 
gentlemen of color to come by to listen to the middle weight 
champion bout between ^ugar Hay Bobinson and Grasiano . We did 

rnV'TJnJr a Jin 88 ^ f vine ‘ i P° UI Before the-2nd round started when 
Lo. a minute and 60 odd seconds after the 3rd round started, 
the knockout came and the main entertainment feature of the 
evening was over before it had really got well under way. 

I saw Celeste for a few moments this morning. She reported 
a gay round of entertainment in South Louisiana. Weeks Hall 
came over to the Jouragerehouse for a little visit and was 
kind enough to send a flock of nice messages by Geleste to ma 
She said Weeks didn't partake of any refrfsLents, as U 








I 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* tfH 5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection) 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARN INC: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


"f 


5417 


till 


5118 

^ 0*^ ^f' B l ov 



is still diffioult for him to manage his arms, due to the 
braae he still wears to support his mended broken back. 

The Tony Avarys also entertained for Celeste and she says their 
home on a high knoll overlooking the Gulf is a raarvellin 
comfort and simplicity, I was busy at 9 o’clock coffee time, and 
as she had some uninteresting parish friends and I was pressed 
for time before the Knipmeyere arrived, I passed up the coffee bean, 
and saw her but momentarily later in the morning when she passed 
by to bring^me a little gift. *»he found me whaling away in the 
avant-cour which she seemed to like but which floored her a 
little, tooy th ink, * or while it represents nothing more than 
pushing a few trees around and giviug the place a line of demarkation 
by means of the barrier, 1 think-8he was puzzled or stunned or 
confused inasmuch as any undertaking, such as planting a bush 
involves quite an expenditure of thought, nervous energy and 
and,exhaustion on her part Somehow I get the impression she 
oan t quite believe that w£at she sees before her has been 
accomplished with minor effort which makes it impossible for her 
to believe that .only a limited about of labor has been expended 
on the project. 


. i think I mentioned the other day that I expected to make use 
of the harmless big old bumbl bees, burrowing on the ceilings of 
both galleries at lu.oca to hasten the flight of tiresome pilgrims. 
But now find I shall have to think up some other subterfuge, 
for all of a sudden all the bees have disappeared. A heavy 
odor of B. D. T. filtered through the gardens today I 
think its origin must, be attributed to the great tractor-tanfek 
machine being used to spray the unfolding leaves 0 r the pecanes all 
over the plantation. The racket made/by the contraption is 
impressive but the D. D. T. aoidlty is cut by the heavy perfume 
of the magnolia forsoati, sweet olive and day.lilies *'or 
human beings within the gareens it really isn t bad,’but apparently 

off dull^ilgrims^ 0 bUrabl0 be68 » — and to niy eoheme for frightening 

in 1 h M d my qu< ? ta todfl y. — a curious assortment 

in one party, including a Mr. and Mrs. Shay of Boston, along 

lilt h«°^L‘ a ? S8 ?\? 8ette8 lady and a n un, a * d the whole bStch 
b d boni f ht f or the energies extended <>n something 
that registered not at all on their comprehension. It will 
always puzzle me why people put themselves through such tours 
when they obviously haven t the slightest intellectual or 
cultural oapacity to understand what it is all about. 

t aa Jor ! ow reported the D. A. R. girls actually have 
petitioned on 6 ress to seua a delegation of -ougressraen to count 

and not^nhn K ?°** A8 U8ual » the * seem to be worrying about gold 
and not about people. Hope they select Mr. Taft, he would be fine... 



Friday, April 18th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

And so, what with the weather man promising scattered 
showers for the week end, and my mental processes concluding 
there might be no pilgrims, I decided I..would give way to 
an impluse to bank Yucca in billions of blossoms for 
the sheer whimsey of it. 

And so at dawning 1 marched to Arenbourg where I 
gathered scads of white German iris and two armfuls of 
Josephine lilies, making it necessary for me to make 
two trips up and down the road to fetch all my plunder home. 

But tonight the Ghapel is heavy-heavy with the perfume 
of the lilies and the fireplaces in both the living room and 
boudoir axe "wedged out” with blossoms, sometimes nearly white, 
sometimes nea ly all pink, and I must say the place looks as 
thought preparations were all "sot" for either a wedding 
or a funeral. - 

I have been cultivating some rather rare native iris on 
the river bank, and I brought an armful of their pale blue 
blossoms to sprinkle around with and through the boqueta of 
German iris, and the white sets off the blue to especial 
advantage, while the larger oontours of the white flowers 
somehow give the suggestion that the more delioate 
blue blossoms of- the native ones are simply pale blue 
butcerlies, "hoovering about admist the big white 
globs and the thin sprays of greenery of their leaves. 

It 1 8 all very pretty and all in very bad taste, - sueh an 
abundance of horticultural ldvliness, - or oan one ever get 
too many flowers scattered about when showers are predicted and 
pilgrims may not put in an appearanoe. 

At long last I got around to run through most 
of my mail, and as anticipated, there was nothing of 
much interest in any of it. I shall enclose one or 


i 
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two pieces herewith, —especially the long hand from 
Daisey in the Dell, I shall write her this week, end 
but waht I shall say, 1 know not. What she says about hanging 
the story on my personality is an error. To begin with, the 
point of the book was to get out some kind of a thing on 
Melrose, using the Madam more or less as the peg on which 
the tale might hang t although, as I reoall, it was 
originally hoped the thing might be done in scrapbook 
form. Then the personality of the Marie Therese mistress 
started creeping in but perhaps she never did get much space. 

And now Dainsey in the Dell wants to introduce another 
personality and the thing before we know it is going to 
be cluttered up with people and bereft of Melrose. As yet 
it doesn t seem to have dawned on little ^iss Garber that 
she rai fe ht well take needle and thread in hand and 1 do a 
bit of stitching, —p word striehing on the fabric. It seem 
so easy for her to tell ine how I ought to contrive the 
thing but if she knew I had to wait days simply to be able 
to read her letter, I suppose she might better comprehend 
how impossible it is for me to attack the Job she 
outlines so glimbly. 

But the poor thing is ill and perhaps when she eventually 
gets back to good health, she may appreciate the sitaution a 
little better, or I can make it quite plain to her when 
she pays that threatened visit as she heads for South 
Louisiana. 

A couple of the Severend fathers from St. Augustin's 
Church telephoned to ask if they could co e to see me 
sometime thie afternoon. I was as busy as a hen a-settin', but 
they could come, and oomo they did. They are fiddling around 
with preparations for the celebration of the hundredth something 
or other of St. Augustin's, whioh will .get under way along 
about next year, —Juhc, 1963, I believe, and wanted to 
get some historical data from me. I still am a little Vague 
about what they are fixing to beat the. drum about sinoe the 
Ohuroh was built in 1829 and was functioning right along 
from then on down. I felt like telling them the most salient 
fenturo of the summer of 1863 that I knew anything about 
concerning the religious set-up locally was the Yellow fever 
devastation whioh ended up by L. polling all the nuns to foresake 
the convent, thus making it possible for Celine to make it 
her home in later years. But they seemed to think whatever I 
gave them by way of other data was helpful, and they didn't know 
it, but they had given me an idea to do something about the 
business, but more of that at a later sitting. And so 
the week end begins and it is said the whole Wenk tribe will 
honor us either tomorrow or Sunday. 


Sunday, April 20th, 1962, 


Memorandum} 

How nice to find your fat letter, one envelope enclosed 
within another, in Saturday's post. Both road through the 
mail sacks safely, and I need not say how entraced I am to have 
all. 

And may 1 start out by saying how much I appreciate all 
particulars you shared with me regarding the hearth. I have 
contemplated that matter daily for ever so long, in full realization 
of the probable:.nerve strain that accompanies such situations. 

May I tell you with equal truth that vaguely in the back 
of my mind l was wondering if by some strange twist of fate, 
a call might' be forthcoming from off yonder where once Simon 
Bolivar was want to roam. I don't reckon there is a ohanoe, 
but what with fiction out-done by Actuality on occasion, one's 
mind is certain never to keep abreast with potentials. 

And may I thank you for giving me full details regarding 
the Anne Morgan will. Altgoether it seems to be about as 
heartening a disposition of worldy goods as anything I oan 
remember. Miss Boyd spoke of the Mount Kisoo demise but I knew 
no details and somehow while we were speaking on that subject, 
we got off the track when someone interrupted and we never did 
get back, 

1 have a new name for certain Sundays, —each being called 
not fal Sunday, but rather "Bomb Sunday" when, as so frequently, 
the whole Wenk tribe arrives, >.a was the oase today, 

Thi gs didn't reaoh suoh a high pitoh as someti es, but 
even so, it was sufficiently vibrant to give me a splitting head¬ 
ache. There were many gifts, —a cake, much goose liver, tuna fish 
salade, ohocolate milk and the Lord Know what all. There was 
also a snapshot of the *-ate Chopin house, and that is what 
I wanted most, for now I shall be able to send it along for the 
finishing touches whioh * trust Nina is making on the 
Cane River Country pictorial map. 

f 

And speaking of the latter, 1 want to ask this question, to 
which i trust you will respond quite frankly. Would it be better 








r 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS » $ fi 3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5121 


5422 


for me to have Robina have the sketch photographed for me that 
bothering-to send it to “'anhattan. I know Robina has good 
photographic facilities, although 1 am not sure if the work 
is executed locally or is sent away. If it is a little 
bit difficult, in view of hearth-side arrangements and the somewhat 
crowded situation at the office, so that handling the thing would 
put you in a bit of a pinch, just let me know, and I shall 
mail the sketch, —when and if completed either to Shreveport 
or to you, and you know -I shall understand perfectly if you think 
that under momentary conditions in “‘anhattan, it would best to 
have the thing photographed nearer this bend of the river, I 
am hoping Rina may have the thing done by the middle of May, a-.d 
1 want to get it photographed as soon afterward as possible, 
so A may send thejphotograph to Edwards of Baltimore, so that 
work on the plate can get under way as soon as possible, I 
want to avoid -t e disappointment I esperienced last year in 
having the business drag until after the holidays, and 
as Hatchitoohes will probably have orowdes about December 1st 
for the opening of the annual Christmas festival, it would be 
advantageous, no doubt, to have this item available at thtt 
time, A should imagine I might expect Mina to have it done 
by Juijie 1st at the latest, but one never knows. In oase she 
doesn t oome through, i shall enlist the services of Robert 
Debillieux, and thus still get the thing in hand in ample time, 

I hope, i>o please be quite frank about this matter, for it 
will be as easy for me to mail the sketch to Shreveport as anywhere, 
but ■*> enlist your cooperation merely because for purely sentimental 
reasons, like to share whenever possible such undertakings with 
just one person. But in the event that things are a little tight 
at the moment, please let me know and be assured £ shall under¬ 
stand perfectly. 

You were right-aiout the photgraph i mentioned of the books 
in my drawing room. Ihe photo I had in mind was of the staok at 
the right of the fireplaoe, and it was simply of the shelves, and 
nothing else. I'll cast about for it, and if I run it down, 
will send it along to you to keep in your file. 

From the enclosure, A take it there is scant chanoe Carolyn 
will hit M elrose before another frost ooraes 'round. I shall 
write her, giving her the boy friend's paris address, and send 
along a letter with it, —addressed to fcim. If Carolyn does 
get here in Hay or June, all well and fine, but that would scarcely 
give much opportunity to work-on the article before she returns from 
Europe, and so I don't care which way the thing turns She is a 
grand girl but lacks that most virtuous of virtues, -'dependability. 

And may I say thanks for all the noble enclosures which I shall 
use, and also thanks for the Colfax-da v inci anniversary particulars, 
neither of which I knew. Your letter has made my week end so happy... 


Monday, April 21st, 1968. 


Memorandum: 

Just to tart off on a sour note, —at supper J. H. said: 

"Oh, by the way, some fellow telephoned lohg distance 
from somewhere, asking if he could take ..photographs here 
tomorrow. I told him it was alright. You haven’t any 
appointments for tomorrow have you." - 

"What was the man's name," A queried. 

"I don't remember....nobody I had ever heard of before.... 
•Possibly Loughlln or something like that. Why do you know 
anybody with a name sounding like that." 

"I do. B u t A wish I didn't." 

* * r* 

"Well, ■‘-or.d, now I remember that you did say something 
about - someone being a bag. Well, do what you please with 
him. 1 forgot." 

In truth I think he did, but something tells me 
Mr. Baughlin wont forget me very soon, following tomorrow's 
sundown. 

It was. a misty dawn at this bend of the river today, and 
an excellent time to transplant things whloh never should 
be transplanted this late in the season, and so A set a 
new line of nandinas at Arenoubrg and fifty odd lika plants 
around the new picket fence of the avant-oour at Yuooa, all 
before the mists evaporated and a semi-cloudy day made its 
bow. Tonight the sky is clear but the weather man 
promises scattered showers for this area, and I am holding 
the thought a few of them may get scattered slap along 
the line of the new hedges. 

There were guests lor supper, —two or three old friends 
of the family. Unwittingly they made one of thosffi "bettex- 
left-unsaid" th ngs as they headed down the brick walk 
toward the front gallery. The walk is really quite lovely 
at the moment bordered on each side by dozens of great 
golden day lilies, taller than usual, —perhaps three to four 
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foit above ground. f And sprinkled through these are 
unusually virle poppies, —from powder pink to pale 
tomato, as tall as the day lilies and each plant unfolding 
marvelously deoled petals on the dosen^or so blossom each-plant 
supports. A have never seen them more luxuriant. And 
interspersed tall, tali Milk and Wine lilies, adding lust 
the right note to the various pinks and yellows, and the 

ty of Sheens from the lettuce-like shade of the poppies 
to the deep emerald of the day lilies. 


J. 


i ^jessing themselves to nobody in particular, although 
. and Dan were present, they exclaimed; 


"i » 4 


ever have the gardens looked so marvelous. You must 
have been giving them especial attention this year, Francois." 

Naturally I covered by laying the whole thing on the 
. lord and the mild winter, which, alter all is putting credit 
wnere credit is d.ue, although perhaps the effect of the 
borders along the b.rick walk this year are a little more striking 
because a lot of harmoniously contrasting plants, formerly 
scattered more windly, are producing a different impression 
this spring because of their concentration. Both speakers, 
however, are five cent cigar business man, and their 
implied bouquet was a surprise, .since they are not the type 
conscious of unusual colorings in any garden. 

But before bringing thig Memo to a close, let me rush head- 
long into setting forth an idea: - to wit, that in view of 
all the birthday celebrations at *renbourg this year we 

SSii- 0har 5fw t T 8m ° f f aS against ^ Parallel celebrations for 
others, did i say during the impending month, and thus 
give oiroumstanoes centering aro nd the domestic hearth an 
opportunity to change for the better before opening any 

°? 1 ex P re 88 myself with unusually bad 

grace tonight but 1 know you will understand my motive which 
is to make things as easy all the way around, and if by skipping 
this year s natal day observances, we shall do so in All reaifation 
that aotuaily they have been celebrated billions of times 

ly th J :ou * h ° ut thQ Past twelth month, and when things 

!£• J® ;. r ? 8 J! r * 10 ! a littlQ later, we can always pick up the 
thread where it was temporarily held in abeyance. It 

la?« X ,flowing out this suggestion pretty 

late, but if it isn t too late, and it holds any measure of 

! 4 ? ort8 i d0 a11 mQan8 l0t us hold upon it 
for everybody s sake and most of all for little Mi 8S Lee's. 

Mow sweet is the friendship that enables discussion of 
everything with the unflagging understanding that goes to 
make for such perfection..... * 


Tuesday, April 22nd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

And so the day dawned misty and warm, and. 
remained Just that way throughout. 

Naturally X was delighted, since 1 thought it 
wouldt.add scant comfort to the Daughlin duo. Ihey 
had said they were coming early, and as I have no idea what 
Laughlin's idea of early might be, X suppose 11>15 was 
early as~he measures time. 

Me had the same gril with him who had come last time, 
and she must be crazy to have permitted California to 
get between her and him, and then aotuaily resume relations. 

• L aughlin ii and she both were all charm and I was 
all ■‘froideur*. Me asked about the ^lemenoe paintings and 
said-! had never told them about them on any of his 
previous visits. X told him that was quite true, although 
I had called his attention to the Gane a iver Gobelin and 
he had manifested no interest whatsoever. u e said he didn't 
know about her at the time. 1 don t know how he usually 
finds out about such matters; Actually A suppose he 
must have heard someone beat the drum about her creations and 
belatedly decided there was something to her things after 
all. A e asked if he might see any exoamples. X told him he 
could,' that they were upstairs in the African House. 

He asked if he oould take some colored films of them. X 
told him they were there for eveyone to be enjoyed and if 
he wished to film them he might, c e spent the next 
five hours working on them, and secretly 1 was enchanted 
because 1 am glad they will be recorded but I wouldn t 
give him the slightest hint that X oared what he didr 
I never eaw him again until he was leaving when he 
said he would be back on the morrow to see other 
examples of the Clemenoe creations, as someone had told 
him X had an excellent ope in my bathroom. 1 told him 1 
did, and that he probably remembered seeing it there last 
summer when, in expressly ignoring my request that he 
not violcate the sanctity of that row, he had done so, and 


t 
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that Yuooa would not be open on the morrow for any picture 
taking and that that picture was not to be recorded. As 
I hoped, that was precisely the one he wanted to reproduce 
most, and primarily because I had set up a road block. 

He said Mr. ^enry had told him he might take pictures inside 
the house. A told him "*T. “enry possibly referred to 
Melrose but that even Mr. J; *. didn t have any say-so about 
what was photographio material and chat was not in my 
house, and, that l had already decided on that point and 
it was final. Me drew in his horns at that and prorais d to 
be back on the morrow, and so, it appears, he hasn't learned 
yet he is dealing with a mule. 

But why do 1 spend so much time on such a spelndid 
photographer and such a bag of a human being, 

■Che weather was so perfect for transplanting things, 
even though the calendar was all out of joint for such 
unde takings that T simply transplanted. All the nandina 
set out yesterday was as fresh and green and pretty this 
morning as before they were moved, and today’s damps and dews 
have further confirmed th^ir new lease on life, giving 
every indication they don t even realise they have been 
moved. 1 dug up a flock of crepe myrtle, some in full leaf, 
and some althias also in oomplete greenery, and gave them new 
residences. The althias seemed to droop a little but they 
will make it alright, 1 believe, and the crepe myrtles look 
as crisp as the nandinas. 

hy much fanfare, a couple of Baptist potentates passed this 
way by special appointment. The ladies were fairly intelligent 
and one of the Hk en of God" seemed to be culturally capable 
of comprehending what he saw, but as for the other, the 
.tour was just another of thos "psalms to a dead mule". 

A year or more back I may have mentioned a wood carving 
youth of *frioan ancestry who specialises in making 
wonderfully perfect toy automobiles. I never could get 
him interested in anything save that subjeot, but 
now 1 have asked him to fashion me a oouple of simple 
wooden orosses, and I am told he with whittling mightily 
tonight on the same with a veiw of coming to see me with them 
tomorrow evening aftr school. 1 thought they might 
find a place below St. Veronica's Veil, Just suspended on the 
old cypress beam, half imbedded in mud. I shall be 
interested in seeing how they turn out, for I am hoping 
that this initial digression away from the Detroit influence 
may open a new avenue of expression that will untimately 
g ve much satisfaction to the artiet, I hope. 


Wednesday, April 23rd, 1962. 


..le mo rand urn; 

And so Celeste went to town early to g t herself made 
beautiful in anticipation of a week end frolic in 3outh Louisiana, 
and accordingly Madam Regard and I had coffee by ourselves. 

And Madam Regard, speaking of little Miss- Dee, said: 

"iranoois, if 1 only had the gift to express myself so 
beautifully as she, I should consider myself fortunate indeed. 

A day or two ago I had the lovliest note anyone ever received from 
one whom I felt so drawn to the moment I first saw her, and 
one whose greatness of heart is so wonderfully balance by 
such intelligence. I cannot tell you how touched I was ^y such 
a beautiful expression of love and affection." 

And so little Miss -^ee can maroh to the head of the class, 
and I don't mind saying my own heart felt the warmer because 
of this example of genuine pleasure wh ch one loved one had 
brought to another. 

And while speaking of admirable personalities, I have 
recently stumbled over a radio personality that reminds me so 
much of the Anne Warding type, ^r name is Jane Aiokins, * 
believe. I gather she has a 16 minute program over the National 
system sometime during the day, although T hear her only at 
midnight 'til 12:16 in a re-broadcast over W H 0, Des Moines. 

I find no similarity between the Pickins and Harding 
voices, and yet by some miracle there is some quality in the 
spoken word that brings forth an almost perfeot mental 
picture of the physical impression of the other individual. 

The Laughlins came early again, --2:30, '^he weather, 
misty all afternoon, ^ith only occasional geams of sunshine 
br afcing through, wasn t any more cooperative than I. But 
the man told me he got'•a good picture of the i’rankly stove, 
wh ch is probably true, and if so, it represents an accomplishment, 
since that bit of furniture isn't easy to record on film, i 
imagine, “‘r. *aughlin offered to bring his photographs for 
me to see, but T declined on some trumped up grounds. But 
J. a . took time out to look at them and found them very good, 
and it must be said .the man is an excellent artist. 
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Whenever 1 think of him, I am reminded of that 
episode that transpired in the Tuileries at the height of 
the 1st Empire. Uapoleon, furious at Talleyrand for having been 
up so some chicanery, denounced him mightily before the entire 
ourt « Talleyrand muttered something in his beard by way of 
come-back and the Smperor asked him to repeat what he had said, to 
which Talleyrand acoo modated by suavely remarking: 

.. . nsi 5 e . 1 w as simply remarking what a great pit it is 
that such a great man should have been so miserably brought up." 

Mrs. Maybury of Shreveport dropped by around 3 o'clock, 

°l y ?V? e Atl f n * ic Monthly which contained some 
articles she wanted to read to me at some subsequent sitting. 

WaS ^ D9 ! Q ^ J Sar but ° nce befor0 » she somehow gave me 
the depression,she had decided to take me over for a bit 

of mothering. *he has a 12 year old .granddaughter she wants to 

if ,if Wil1 talk With the ohild wh0 wants t0 

do an article on Oane xiiver. A child of such an age 
seems a bit iraature for going into the mysteries of the 
cafe au lait coloring obtaining in this area, but perhaps, 
like all grandchildren, she is exceptional. On the mothering 
side, la Marbry explained that the other night she awoke 
possessed of the feeling that there is something pitiful’about 

m ? {il0ne out hQr ? all this shrubbery from 

dusk til dawn, and that I ought to have some means 
of summoning people, should I need anyone at midnight. 

Accordingly on the following morning she purchased a big 
dinner bell and is now in the process of covering the same with 
a rag doll figure, somewhat in the manner of <*unt Jemima, l 
gather and she threatens to present the same to me on Friday. 

She feels Aunt Jemima will be a source of vast comfort to 
me in re-assuring me that whenever I need help, all 1 have 
- m° is &J ab her and take up the semblance of the role 
of Town Grier. It is certainly kind of the lady to be so 
concerned and to do something about it but something tells me 

ob;ject emima WU1 be m ° rS ° f & decora tive piece than a utinitarian 

t ? e ,? a J ter of thQ P late of the Cane Hiver Country, I 
to 811 J hQ thins r0 « istai « d in some fashion. I 
v,K Slf Wh ! U l couldn,t decide if the thing should 
d ‘! r i pate ’ t#d * ■ Chere ian t th0 slightest 
chance that anybody would ever use the-design to our disadvantage 

the preseu ? # ? f a copyright notice on the item may^ive 

oi+r e11 a S0Qmin * 1 y raore precious quality in the minds * 
of prospective purchaser^ * B 

gardening business goes on apace, and thanks to the 
a qua fJ er inches of rainof yesterday, plus the 
bright blue weather, with heat, promised for the balance of 
the week, greenery ought to be ooaing..... 
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Thursday, April 24th, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

A lovely day with the prospect of similar ones straight 
ahead. Madam Cloutier, as remiss in carrying out intentions 
as in correspondence, failed to keep her appointment. In 
fact, by some miraole, nobody showed up, which means had 
better try to get a good night's sleep in anticipation of 
an inundation on the morrow. , 

i t was good to hear from n elen again so soon, and 
I'll enclose herewith or under separate cover her letter along 
with the second installment of her account of her Gulf cruise. 
I asked her to send a couple extra ones of the first article, 
thinking Dora, la Storm and M I# Belle might find certain 
paragraphs amusing, such as the observation of little iss 
Alberta on the oat situation since all of them are 
acquainted with that lady, and naturally they might get 
even more entertainment out of the episode of the 
naming of the child. 

And speaking of children, 1 have a great big new 
baby on my hands in the form of an embryo secretary, 
y a. plans to go to Shreveport to push a lawn mower during 
the summer just as soon as his St. “‘athew s school is out 
about 3 weeks hence. a e hopes to continue his education 
up yonder when school re-opens in the autumn and so it 
behoves me to cast about for someone to take his place. 

As I figure it, if I wait until school has closed, every 
mother's son will be swinging a hoe in the cotton fields, and 
with easy money scattered a.out, secretarial jobs would 
have scant appeal. 

£*ra told me his boy could read a little and so 
he pass d this way today, and seemed to get along 
pretty well. At least he knows the letters of the alphabet, 
which is more than 1 can say for Junior tfugabou, poor child, 
who never wi 1 get that mystery solved. 

It had been several months since I had seen Dec, —of 
all names, --under the circumstances, —although am sure 
no kin to the other __and I was a little taken aback when 
this 14 year old y5uth loo® 104 on my threshhold, towering 
perhaps 6 inches more than six feet in height. At the rate 





From the Francois Mignon Papers, #H-5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. F 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS 



5429 




he is going in a vertical direction, he really ought to "be 
quite a man by the time he reaches lull maturity. II 
he makes a go of his new job, I shall have to get Carolyn or 
Helen to take a picture of us together, after the manner 
of M r . Brew and me yeasiar years ago, only in that case 
Mr. Brew was definitly on the smaller half of the human duo, 
whereas in contrast, A Q e and I ought to present a rough 
suggestion of a Singer midget and or along side an Sthopian 
Cardiff Giant. 

By someone in-.Natchitoches, passing through the dogwood 
glade of Briarwood, a batoh of .Phillipine lilies for me were sent 
to town, transferred to *aynie-s car, and thence delivered 
to me this noon. x hey are fifle plants, perhaps 4 inches high, and 
as they•retained am£le earth about their roots, I have 
no doubt they will grow right along without sensing they 
have been .whisked around the country at such a great rate. 

A waited until nearly sundown to put them in the ground, half 
on the “orthwest side of la maison de la reine, and the 
balanceat the **ast end of ^ucca, perhaps 8 feet from 
the ape1. When they blossom in J uly, I shall cut the 

Arenbourg ones immediately to give additional strength to 
he rooots in that garden, but shall let the *ucca ones 
flower with abandon, since their snowy glory will entranoe 
pilgrims and communicants alike, for one will see them from 
the entranoe 0 f the '-hapel, --as one glances straight 
aheadwith the gorgeous breds, blues and amethysts i 

of the stained glass windown giving an unusual valueto 
their classic eleg nee and simplicity. In the rich Oane 
Hiver soil, these lilies usually attain a height of ? or 8 feet 
and as the ground where they are planted is about a foot 
below the level of the Chapel floor, their appearance ought 
to be quite striking through the stained glass as one 
enters the sanctum. 

What with last winter having been the mildest on record, 
and everything in the world of vegetation being weeks ahead of 
time, 1 am puzzled as to why the bananas seem to be about a 
month behind schedule. At Arenbourg they are definitely 
ahead of the iucca and -‘elrose groves, but even so they are 
not making the strides they should. In speculating with 
one of my most untutored friends on the subject, I was 
enchanted with the observation he b.ought forth; - 

"It sure must be them bananas is yit fooli * round, await8n' 
for dat cold to come what ne'er did-make it." - ° 

r * 

And now I must take a whack at the mail, and then fold up 
by beard in anticipation of a hurly-burly tomorrow...... 
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Friday, April 25th, 1952, 


Memorandum: 

And so, as you have perhaps already noticed from the press or 
the enclosed clipping, Biss Miss Alberta is dead. 

Oddly enough, she, who was always so cagey about her age, 
should have it blazened forth so prominently in her obituary. But 
from her cloud, she probably looks down, peeping over the shoulders 
of the readers, and with a new sense of values as to. the agelessness 
of her personality, is at long last getting a hearty chuckle 
over the information. 

And how fortunate she was in dying as she did. No one 
ever probably disdained doctors, raedecine and castor oil more 
than little Miss A. and somehow it is fitting that she oould 
have passed away in her own house, the house she loved so much, 
and never had to go through the rigors of being handled by 
physicians at 823 Royal or fiddled with by nurses in a hospital. 
Undoubtedly she often would have benefited mightily by 
a real doctor's attention but since she didn't like them, she 
was perhaps unique in having lived 77 years without .ever having 
had to consult one. 

At supper, J . told me there was an excellent editorial 
in the same Picayune that carried the news of,her death. I 
searched for the paper but it had been destroyed. It would 
be nice to have for your scrapbook and 1 shall try to round up 
a copy in town, but there is probably scant hope of.finding one. 

The date on the clipping will possibly enable you to find a 
copy at your local favorite out of town newspaper stand. 

Coincidences are always arresting and I like this one 
particularly. On Wednesday I dropped her a note saying the 
first big grandiflora magnolias were beginning to unfold 
on the old tree by the side gate and recommending that she 
fold up her traps and head in this direction, There is 
something rather nice about it, —that the tree whose blossoms 
she liked best to paint, should have blossomed on the same 
day she'died. Only a day or so ago, if memory serves, I was 
pondering on why the bananas were uwaddling about so languishingly 
this year, after such a mild winter. * might have said the 
same about the u ld faithful grandiflora which opened in 
1945 on April 12th, —how well 1 remember. It seemed to 
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me they were delaying without excuse in 1952. But now 
I think they were so right, just to make a lovely sentimental 
coincidence. 

Mrs. Maybry or whatever her name is, passed this w a y this 
afternoon alone. She brought the Aunt Jemima bell, she 
styled it a large one, —about 2 inches aorose the base, but 
accustomed as I am to the big old dinner bell sitting on the 
front gallery of the big house, it didn't seem too big. But 
the covering was charmingly contrived by her own hand and 
I shall keep it with the last one Blyt/he sent me for a while, 
since it wi 1 please the lady who gave it when she passes 
this way with he granddaughter on a ay 16th or 17th. She 
brought a carton of cigarettes and some other item which, at 
the moment, 1 canpt for the life of me recall. I felt sorry 
for her. Like Maud Tattison, she is all wrapped up in herself, but 
unlike Maud, she is apparantly generous to the point of 
effusiveness. She unburdened her current love affair to me, - 
the 80 year old lawyer who had handled her husband's estate 
for her at the time of the latter s death. She says this man 
is really madly in love with her But is too timid to admit 
it. *he proed the poitit by telling me she had a post card 
from him, written at the Waldorf a while back, and she could Just 
tell he was dying to see her. She immediately wired him she 
was flying to "ew *ork and would be at the Waldorf within 
12 hours. Bhe arrived and found a note from him, saying he 
was sorry he had been suddenly called away on business and 
because of his timidity" he didn t tell her where he had gone. 

She said her telephone number is Shreveport 4-8770 and 
that if 1 would ever need her or anything her half million 
could procure, i was to telephone her anytime, day or night. 

Poor la a^bry. I don t mind saying I wasn't sorry when another 
qppointment-terminated°our sitting. After she had departed, 
one of the gentlemen remarked upon the quality of the lady's 
diamonds. Diamonds at noonday seem a little odd but I 
suppose that is all the lady has, except a daughter and grand¬ 
child, a home in some fashionable suburb and the ability to 
make people scatter when she, dying for companionship, puts in 
an appearanoe. And baok in the woods is the negro youth 
carver of wood but without money enough to buy tools while 
in Natchitoches,the embryo mulatto da Vinci delivers groceries 
because he hasn t the few dollars it takes to go to school 
while la Maybry* easing back toward Shreveport in her sleek 
new limousine, still a-drip with diamonds is so muoh 
poorer than they that her poVerty oannot be oomputed. 

An hodge-podge letter •nbout hodge-podge assortments of 
peopdeand after pondering the matter over not at all, 

I come up with the impression that probably little Miss 
Alberta was among the world’s more successful people for 
she gave herself to people through the medium of her brush, and 
rounded out her cycle by resizing he major portion of her 
dreams...... 


Sunday, April 27th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

u ova nice to find your Tuesday letter in the -aturday 
post. x t was such a pleasant chat and I was especially 
touched by your reveries in the Hollis garden. I have a feeling 
if given a chocie, you would have much preferred to spend 
the day day at home but it is good to know the enforced outing 
held in it the setting and opportunity for such speculations. 

Late this afternoon, fortified by a huge old hob-nail glass 
of cafe-au-lait, I indulged in an equally pleasant half hour of 
speculations, seated on an old bench, —only Die Frau along side,- 
beneath the grandiflora in the avant-cour, the subdued, slanting 
rays of the fading sun mellowing the surroundings and 
playing pretty patterns of light and shade about me.I reckon 
1 need point out in which direction my thoughts traveled. 

From the smaller enclosure, you will note we were able to 
secure a copy of the Tiraes-Bicayune editorial on little 
Miss Alberta. 1 am sorry it bears no date, but as it 
appeared on the - same day as her obituary, —I believe that 
was Thursday, April 24th, 1952, it nought to go along 
nicely with the obituary notice already sent. Jorae to think of 
it, the editorial must have been already prepared in advance, 
as is the custom for newspapers to do in what the profession is 
pleased to call its "morgue ,• I believe. Lyle used to talk 
about "bringing the morgue up to date". In conneetion 
with that, he used to talk about the Bulletin Board he and 
his associates on the Bioayune used to keep immediately above 
.the "morgue files". The heading on the Board read simply: 

"Those We Wish Were....." — 

and it was the habit of the various staff members to inscribe on 
that B.oard the names of various and sundry living individuals 
whom this one or that one, —and sometimes the whole membership 
wished might accommodate them by providing an opportunity for the 
files below to be opened to pass along to the presses their 
already prepared death notices. Although he never claimed 
to have originated the Bulletin Board, I have heard from others 
that it was his idea. Purely it must be said Lyle was a sight. 

v The other dipping J. gave me Saturday. 1 am under 

. the impression it may be twb or $hree months old And perhaps 
you have already had it. I didn t rend it, but for the 






From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS. iH 3889 in the Southern Historical Collection! 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5433 


o apt ion, which I thought mildly advising, —"The Afrioan House ' 
neath the Kleiser rendtion of the ^hapel Of the Blessed “artin. 


Bright sunshine has been the order of the day throughout 
the weekend, and although there were a few pilgrims, I oan t 
lay my lwfc^of accomplishments at their door, at least not 
directlyy for I disposed of the few who came with dispatch, 

£ even had three secretaries during this morning but they 
«ere employed primarily in straightening out accumlated stuff 
and I still have half a dozen long-ish letters unread in my 
armoire, none of importance, 1 hope, as from ueth ^ead and 
the like. 

Yesterday Alton Johnson, came to see me, ^e is the colored 
boy, —a negro, —who is rather remarkable in the wood carving 
he has executed during his first 16 years, 1 may have mentioned 
he won a hundred dollars last year for a wooden model of a oar 
he made in some kind of a contest sponsored-by General Motors, 

He had brought a couple of crosses, fashioned for the Ghapel, 
and wanted to discuss other objects that might lend themselves 
to artistic appeal, 1 had a few examples of 16th century 
heads of c hrist which he viewed with admiration. I showed him 
the hand made furniture in the big house and suggested 
several items such as birds, animals, miatures of St, 

Giggin's -fi’ounain, the African Mouse and so on that might 
lend themselves to his industry. What I am hoping to do is 
combine a whood craft and painting show in the African House 
later in the year, using the mulatto descendant of “*arie Therese 
for the painting, —the grocery store da ^inoi of color for 
the one and this embryo Angelo of the cotton patch for the other. 
We may or may not get somewhere, but it is pleasant to encourage 
these youths in their artistio ex ression since probably neither 
of them gets more than tacit approval from any auartor, and ✓ 
probably they are often discouraged by parents or associates 
who count their endeavors in this field as sheer tom foolery. 

Of course it was "^omb" Sunday, but as the >«enks were 
planning much entertaining the first three days of this week, - 
the Louisiana Medical Society is meeting in “hreveport, —they 
only remained long enough to addle the soup and sour the ooffee, 
and were off again. The Shreveport papers had oarried notices 
of little “iss a,' 8 death, but in their mad whirl through life, 
they, of couree, hadn't heard pf it until they came to “elrose. 

A 'he ladies across the fence drew in. about first dark tonight, 
reporting a wonderful frolic in south -Louisiana. Impending 
parties on the home front are matters of primary importance 
and “"arie Antoinette cuts another deck of cards,,,,,* 
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Monday, April 28th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

* lovely day and i maae the most of the dew at dawning 
by pulling weeds at ^renbourg. t»n my way back to Melrose, 

I turned back at the side gate to pull one more weed. 

A muffled little cry wailed from near where my hand grasped 
at the base of the stalk. ± looked a little more closely 
and discovered x had grasped the foot- of a little raboit 
as my hand u eneir led the weed, ne was a little fellow, 
probably not more the ten days old. I picked him up and 
he stopped screaming and remained perfectly still as I stooked 
his soft little head, not so big around as a quarter. After 
a moment I put back 0 n the e round and he hesitated for a moment,— 
and then scurried off. There wasn t anything inportant 
n bout the episode but it was ever so pleasant. 

At the outset i intended saying yesterday's "*emo should 
reach you at the same time this one does. I made my rounds 
at the'office at the usual time, but the postman had already 
come and gone. I sent a batch of letters in to town for posting 
later in the morning, but held out the “emo, preferring it to 
go through the usual channels. 

•"he out-going moil was unusually heavy because I felt 
nearly everyone who had acquired a Kinsey canvas would be 
interested in a brief account of her aeatn ahd^those living 
outside the -uelta region might not discover any obituary 
in their local papers. Yesterday morning i ran through 
some Guests books and Address Books and was surprised to 
discover the names of 137 people passing this way whom 
had sent to little Miss~U*sstudio, and of that number there 
were 84 who I had been advised had purchased one at least 
of little ^iss A.'s creations. 1 was surprised at tne number, 
and that doesn't include people like the Harnesses, who, in 
turn, had sent-others whom T did not know to 823 Hoyai. 

I didn't write to all of these people, but 1 did get out 
notes to more than half, and * shall send a few more notices from 
day to day during the balance of the week. 

I was particularly interested to learn from a ^ew w rleans 
pilgrim, passing this way today, that on Friday a studio 
which on Wednesday had tao Kinseys on view, priced at v85.00 


J 
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each had disposed of them both at $166.00 each on Saturday. 

I am so happy to know you have examples of her artistry.Surely 
those who knew little **iss "lberta will find them doubly value 
for the association of the canvas with its oreator, but 
even the casual *rt fancier of our generation will cherish 
them as about the best examples of Louisiana painting 
during the first half of the 60th century. 

I like Robina’s remarks regarding little Hiss A. f 
and in her terse fashion, 1 think she has summed up the 
personality very neatly. 

Somehow 1 got the impression we would be hearing from 
the Campbells, and LoJ the enclosure came in today's post, 
t/levv-* They are altogether grand people and in a way, —and I 

$cu.u 4 jU&- don t think it is the fishing influence, - they remind me 

of the Harnesses. I suppose the package referred to in their 
letter will come to hand shortly. It is the receipt of 
letters such as the Campbell's that inspires one with the belief 
that the time invested in bothering with numb-skulls isn't 
all wasted, since if all pilgrims were forbidden entrance, 
one would not only be freed from the dullards, but at the same 
time one would never t et to know the Campells, and suely 
they are the salt of the earth. 

I'm glad I haven't a y histories or biographies to read 
tonight, -■‘■here is a delicious waxing moon in the Northwest, 
slanting its soft light across the white pillars of *ucca 
on the white garden side. i>ie *ra u is sitting on 
the shelf just beyond the glass here at my window, peeping 
at the gold fish and glancing through the pane and me now 
and then as though suggesting a musicale m ght be in 
order and that she would mind nestling up on my * 

feel hunry for a bit of Lehar, Tchaikovski ana Htrauss, 
and after I have knooked off a few letters, I think I 
shall joint herfor an hour's rest and relaxation before 
calling it a day. 

I am wondering how your radio programs are unfolding tonight, 
t what with daylight Savings have made it bow yesterday, frankly 
• I was mildly surprised when I caught Edward *. “orrow at the 
usual time tonight, for 1 half suspected 1 would have to go 
fishing for him ant hour earlier or later, but there he was 
slap on the dot at 5‘*46, plantation time, and 1 find myself 
wondering why it is 1 have always been such a dunce about 
getting straight something which in reality must be qui.e 
simple, —the Eastern seaboard'"B enthusiasm for tinkering 
with the clock a couple of times a year. However that 
may be, may the new radio time,—if any, confuse you not at all 
but 1 reckon the good programs will be doing their seasonal fading 
shortly anyway. 


I 
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Tuesday, April 29th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

"Mais voyez-vous, la-bas, —la Chapelle et la 
croix balanoante." 

Thus sapke one of my dusky bi-lingual neighbors to a 
companion as they came on the gallery of *ucaa from which I 
had just removed a step-ladder, after hanging a wooden cross 
on the set of deer horns just above the *hapel door. 

*nd so for that moment, at least, the Chapel of the 
Blessed -artin, became the '"hanel of the ^winging c ross> 

The ohqin of the rosarie on which the cross hangs is 
of fish line, with knots to indicate the places usually 
occupied by beads. I had hung one cross just inside the 
door, a foot above the holy water fout. The other one, above 
the door was suspended in such a manner as to be touched 
gently by the double doors as they are ocened or closed, and 
the contact of course sets the cross, thus suspended, to 
swinging. x believe the code of the JPifth avenue Association 
prevents display windows on the avenue from introducing 
any moving object, but since -elrose is far from Manhattan, 

I think there will be no protest regarding "la croix balanoante", 
aud A must say its modest gyrations add a gay note to the 
sotting. 

One more point about the cross while I am on that subject. 

I might have.expected a negro to give a special and unexpected 
twist to the creation of the thing, since negroee intuitively 
seem able to give everything an individual twist, ^ut when 
the 16 year old *lton Johnson presented them to mo last 
Saturday, 1 noticed about them,—that they were merely a couple 
of crosses of plain wood, beautifully smooth in their natural 
state. But this morning as 1 was adjusting each to its 
new station, I sensed the presence of a touch of decore that 
and entirely eecaped me until then, it was so subtle. Slap 
at the intersection of the two pieces of wood my finger 
detected a star delicately carved into the surfaoe. The keener 
eyes of my dusky visitors this morning noticed it even 
before I had pointed it out i’or all I know, there may be 
millions of crosses in the world with a star carved on them, 
but I have never chanced to see one, and in view of the youth of 
the carver and his limited experience with religious objects, 
you may be quite sure he never saw such a thing. But that 
of course is what makes the cross quite special, both 
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because its fashioner wanted to put a special stamp on it, 
and even more fascinating it heoomes because one would like 
to know what mental process or inspiration impelled the 
use of it. % guess is that there is some span in the youth's 
imagination between Bethlehem and Calvary but your guess is 
as good as mine and proba ly neither of us would over be able 
to follow through the artist s mental-process that arrived to 
euoh an end. ° 

The morning post brought.a flock of letters that 
inclined to "put me up a tree". *t least a rather 
large one did, with a letter,*»a couple of pages long, 
from '•arolyn, along with another page of questions, 
plus 30 or 40 pages incorproating the salient features 
of the mateiral already suppli d her and somehow folded into 
an article, The questions are easily enough answered, — 
historical points, but following her admonition to run through 
the entire article first without stopping, and then go back and 
elucidate on check places presents something of a problem, 
what with the uncertain state of the secretariat, -chit I 
shall contrive the business somehow, and x doubt if there 
is much rush about it anyway, for although, she still refers to 
a June visit, the word "September" orept in as an 
alternative, and x reckon that is-about when 1 shall first see 
her, if indeed then. 

Today the thermometer, under blue skies and radiant 
sunshine, moved up a few points and summer seemed to make 
her bow. The impression was confirmed along about-.three 
o’clockothis afternoon when the first pari of orioles arrived. 

I halted operations and found myself a bench in the shade 
when the first liquid notes came spilling over the top of 
the gre*-t oak. I invited a passing field hand, bent on 

quenching his thirst at the cistern to Join me, and over 

a cold coke, we observed the initial operations of 
our feat ored friends. The center of their interest was 

on a big old peoane in the iris garden, hast winter a 

huge limb had been blown down and i had found an oriole's 
nest among the twigs as they were being carried away. 

I suppose it must have the the 1951 residents of the pair, for 
obviously that particular tree was their center of gravity, and 
yet they seemed a little puzzled in not locating their former 
home. The male bird kept inspecting the west side of the 
tree, his musical notes bubbling forth unceasingly. 

•*-he female remained adamant on the -^ast side of the tree, 
making not a murmur, but obviously determined that hat least 
had been the original s}.ght, as, indeed, it had been. Gall 
as he would, she wouldn t budge from her side of the tree, 
ne even tried to push her off her branch, but got nowhere with 
that, and so finally a compromise was effected and the last 
I saw was a piece of str ng disappearing up on the South side 
and the summer season had obviously opened. 



Wednesday, “pril 30th, 195a. 


Memorandum: 

» « 

Mow nice to find your Friday-Saturday letter with 
enclosures in today's post Heedless to say 1 have 
enjoyed every line of the former and have safely tucked 
away the balance in niy armoire, what with an interruption 
impelling my noon secretary to fly out to the cotton patch at 
the stroke of the plantation bell The five o'clock 
secretaries found a guest here and so withdrew without 
assisting me to carry through to the end of the enclosures, but 
I don't mind that, for there is the added pleasure of looking 
forward to your handiwork again on the morrow. 

And may I say ^ow nobly you stated the case of the 
handling of the photographicdwork for the sketch. Somehow 
a . ( there is something akin to what Hina wrote in her original letter 

n-ufth regarding the matter, in that you both somehow succeed in conveying 
the impression that it is not you but I who am conferring the 
favor, which, it must be admitted in all fairness, is perfectly 
sweet of you both, but quite at varianoe with actuality, 
since it is 1 who am the recipient, not y otI . £ ut before 
going further, T want to inquire about a point that 
passed through my mind the other day: - would it be possible 
for you to ask Kodac to mail the sketch and a print or two 
to me direot, therebye saving you the necessity of having 
to pack them and toat them to the post offioe. T imagine 
they must do a lot of out of town business, and if this could 
be accomplished through their own organization, therebye saving 
you the additional worry and labor, I should feel gretly 
releived. 

As for the print, I trust you will retain the negative, 
bu I shall require but a single print, preferably 
" by 10" glossy, to submit to the Maryland manufactureres. 
am sure the latter will require but a single print, and 
unless you hear from me to the contrary, it might as well 
be sent direct to me. If, on the other hand, Hina should 
dwaddle and time should become short, I might sand you a 
letter for the manufacturer so that you may post it at 
the same time the print is posted directly to aryland. But 
unless 1 bring up this additional burden at some subsequent 
sitting, the sing print might Ju3i as well be posted straight 
back to me. I shall repeat this request when 1 forward the 
sketch, so you need not clutter up your mind with any of 
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the above points at the moment, 

I enclose ^ina's letter which reached me in today's post, 
have never known "ina to be adamant about anything in this 
world, save size for sketches. By this writing, I have 
written her again, sayin the size doesn't matter, but that 
she might do in on a square-ish layout if convenient, say 18" by 
<24 or some suoh, and apparantly giving her too much latitude* 

Perhaps this inclination for paxats preciseness stems from 
two cause,,,,first 4 on the charity side, because of sohool 
traing, , and seonodly Ion the less charitable side) because 
the oall for details provides the perfect excuse wanted 
to explain away procrastination, which may be the reason 

why such a gifted artist doesn r t produce more. Be that 
as it may, in ray original letter on the Cane iiiver *o ntry business 
mentioned a time limit as of *ay 15th, and in making 
acknowledgement of today's -leter, * shall repeat the dead line 
and refer to a other letter she must have received by now, 

„ Br. Band came to 390 me at said Blythe was on some kind 

of a frolic in *outh Louisiana. He said he thought it had 
been too long since we had had an old fashioned chat and so 
had skipped the camp and come here, •‘■'he ensuing two hours were 
pieasant, in which we did everything from the Dormons to the drunks 
and back again, He spoke of the time he had contrived to secure 
a 80 * 1 ; 3 °f lsotures for Caroline at #2,500.00 to be given 
at bouthwestern, --28 in all per year, each lasting an hour or 
wnnLd i8 t. She '? 9l J 5° di3 e? a9d . on any botanical sublet she * 
fTfip' ea0h * X ° his Sur P ri -se, Caroline, although 

inL ^ bi I d ° n th ® win *i had time for such nonsense. H 0 wonder 
the lady dootor can whistle for her professional fees. 

, Brushed up on Asiaotio affairs quite un xpoctedly 

f "Bon *nrry wrntee tapped at my door at midnight! Onoe 

as a boy he had been employed by the ''enks and had been badly 
treated by them. Birth certificates being non-existent in these 
parts, at the time of his birth, he didn't have rauoh diffioulty 
getting into the "avy during his tender years. How I guess 
he must be auout 20. ^e had just touched Jane Biver on a furlough 
covering years and no end of mileage and he wanted to 
sum up his impressions with someone whom he felt w’.s both 
sympathetic and understanding. His childhood interests had, 
among other things, given him a rough knowledge of typing 
on an old- Underwood, and because, as ho said, he "had luck", and 
aS * 8a y» Because he as a keen mind, he landed himself a « 
comfortable birth on a destroyer and appears to have remembered 
all details of a hundred far flung places. I learned more about 
naval operations in *-orea in two hours than years of radio 
listening had provided. Some ody had told him about the 
Uhapel. At 2 a.m., he lighted a candle, knelt in prayer for 
a moment, and then said goodbye, —and day was done..... 
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Thursday, M ay i s t, 1952, 


Memornadum; 

How nice being able to resume your letter, one third of 
which was read yesterday, one third tonight, and the f nal 
thid to be anticipated on the morrow. 

The radio had plenty to say about doings in Moscow, 

Baris and Home, but somehow neither Mutual, H. B. C. nor 
C. B. b. mentioned the fact that while the great Eurasian 
capitols were on a frolic, the colored schools in Natchitoches 
Palish were celebrating their annual field day, and so I 
was quite in the dark about the business until t£is 
morning before mail time when, up to my ears in work, B was 
set up by secretaries and pseudo-secretaries, all requiring 
their days wage in advance to get themselves to town for the 
ball game. Only 0. remained on the plantation, and as he 
was busy planting cotton until first dark, he didn't arrive 
here until almost ti e for the bus to head for town and 
the night festivities, so f set him the task of reading but a 
sangle page and then let hi m fly. 

Thursday brought with it an opportunity to get caught 
up a littl^ on less personal mail, and I ran through 11 pages 
of Carolyn s manuscript. Frankly I found it very-readable 
and the arrangement will turned. *1 hadn't gone far before 
I recalled an old story lof the Madam's: - 

"An old woman walked to town on a rainy day a getting 
her long skirts covered with m ud, she out them off just 
below the knee, so altering her appearance that on reaching 
home, not even her own dog recognized her." 

A ‘he point of this tale is that I ran into myself rather 
abruptly in the article, and although many of the phrases employed 
up to that point had been mine, I hand't had the slightest notion 
I was going to be the peg on which the artiole was to hang. 

But 1 kept an objective viewpoint and must say the thing 
jogged along interestingly enough so that I was really curious 
to read further when circumstances out me off from further 
exploration for that sitting. There will have to be minor 
corrections, but these are usually but a word or a phrase, suoh 
as changing “arie ■‘■'herese from a planter of cane and cotton to 
one of indigo, and so o n> 

If the balance of the artiole retains the same degree of 
interest, I should imagine it ought to sell readily, especially 
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when tricked out with an elegant set. of pictures. I shall 
write Carolyn tonight, reoommending she make up her mind 
about taking a oraok at pictures before starting out on 
her European Jaunt 


Friday, ^ay 2nd, 1952. 


I appreciate your impressions, as expressed in your 
letter regarding the impossibility, —and its disadvantages, — 
of depending on Carolyn 1 s plans. They echo my sentiments to 
a S. M.ke so many other artists, and for that matter, 
like lots of ordinary people, the whimsies, being part and 
'taroel of the make-mp, one simply has to put up with them, — 
if ..puttig up with them seems worth while, —or drop 
them completely. And 1 must say that while I am exceedingly 
annoyed by my inability to do much about them, I think 
their owtier of sufficient worth to merit tons of patience and 
disappointment. 

And may I thank you for giving such a comprehensive picture 
of how things turn in the 57t street neighborhood, and 
in the lands of Simon bolivar, it goes without saying that 
the pictures presented of both locales were deeply appreciated 
and especially because they form such an important baokdrop of 
or for the people moving nearer the front of the stage. 

On the home front i was amazed this morning to learn 
Alfred Llorenza, Jr., had died of a heart attack during the 
night. He, his wife and three or four children occupied 
a new home next to their or his father, on the north line of 
*renbourg. Alfred, °r.,was a sturdy, muscular man of 40, 
and had never known a sick day in his life. Alfred, senior, 
and his family, all stricken with typhoid, were Dr. Knipmeyer’s 
first "adhitoohes ‘‘‘arish patients when Dr. K. came here 
on October 17th, 1922,. At that time, Alfred, senior, lost 
3 children and his wife died a little ater. fl e is a 
fine man and i'feel his years have held more than his share 
of personal losses. 

I intened saying before now that I used another machine 
in making the envelope for the memo that went forward to you 
today, 1 had run out of envelopes and on reaching the post office 
found the mail man there, and so I grabbed J. a ,'s typewriter 
and knocked off the address. * mention it merely that 
you may be acsured the difference in type was due to me, 
and not another, and I shall always mention such occasions, if any, 

In today'8 parcel post goes forth a little package for your 
* week end of next week. Two items are wrapped in blue paper, 
inside the box, plus a paper bag, containing a couple 
little eatables. I tossed in anything by way of catalogues, 
magazines or newspapers to keep the stuff from jiggling 
around, so everything may fee disoared on receipt, and 

will h#gg all __■ 


Memorandumt 

n ow nice to have the final third of your letter for 
today. 

“nd thanks for telling me about the Spring dresses 
the trees are be-deciing themselves in. A try to 
keep abreast with your weather through an early morning 
radio report, but somehow the “eather Bureau never 
says anything about the progress of the leaves, lilacs 
and the like. 

M e used to have a few lilac bushes here, but lilacs 
were made for sturdier climes and by the time they get 
themselves adjusted to the intense heat of Louisiana summers, 
they somehow appear to loose all their Northern resistance to 
cold with the result that a oold snap like that of 1951 
finished them off, but completely. 

ihe final signature making the advent of Spring authentic 
in this area is the leafing out of the pecane trees. During 
the past week, this annual miracle has been accomplished. 

I so seldom get to the pecane groves or beyond the gardens 
that this manifegtation isn.t so striking as it would be, 

I suppose, were x to be raor@ in the open spaoes. But 
y 0 u will recall there are three trees immediately behind 
the bamboo hedge at the b ck of the white garden, and 
the one in the middle forms a perfect dark baokdrop for 
the great sundial. It is through that contrast of 
light and shade that impresses me most as the season 
advances, and at this writing the setting is finished 
and complete for the next six months. 

I am at once regretful and tickled that the postman 
held back-the 1st class mail today. On the good side, 
it gave me an opportunity to run through a lot of stuff 
I had been holding aside as of no reason for rushing. 

But on the other hand, one day's skip usually means a double 
load on the next go-round, but-as it will come on Saturday, 

I may find it easier to wade through the stuff over the 
week end than m the middle. 
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1 am sorry to learn that Mrs. Coombs territory 
lor the Parish has been changed so that her new province 
will henceforth cover not the Southern river bottoms • 
but the hilly Northwestern section, where Welfare workers up 
to now have never explored the native habitat of their 
clients exoept in oompany with a Sheriff or a sheriff’s 
deputy. It 1 8 a h^n^billy seoti 0r| which is bad 
enough*as a starter, but the mental developement of 
the inhabitants is such that many of them really should 
not be running about loose but rather should be resiting as 
guests of the *tate m the asyi UTn> ^ut I’m quite sure 
Mrs, Coombs will not bother with armed guards in making 
her rounds,, ^or many people, such ventures would be 
distinctly 0 n the hazardous side, but in quite an 
oppostie way, “rs, Coombs is probably as immune to 
suoh dangers as was little Miss Alberta in her quaint 
tours across Europe in u nheard of Portuguese vi lages and 
lost nooks in the Basque oontry or the flemish lowlands, 

I shall l?e holding my breath hopes my.reading 
raaohine doesn t go out of whaok, but if 1 don t use it more 
than i have during the past week, it wont matter rauoh if it 
does or doewn’t. Besides, something tells me that if 
it does go on the rocks, I shall^be able to get the same 
kind of service as before, although we may have to stretch 
a territorial point or two ^n order to effect the restora¬ 
tion, 

for a day, the enclosed oard remained a mystery as to 
the identity of the sender, it seems curious not to have 
put down initials if not a signature, i gather it 
may be from Mrs. Chalkley of Lake Charles, as 
the ^halkleys are the only people 1 can think of who might 
go to Bq W ^rl ans and Yosemite all in the same week, and 
I do remember having mentioned that I was casting about 
for a sugar pot, thinking that residents of South Louisiana 
might stumble over one more readily than one would bo likely 
to "way up North there l n the aod River country", J, a . says 
Mr, “halkley is a rich man, and if °, B. says that about anyone, 
i nm quite sure the person must be fabulously heeled. 

Dr. and Mrs. Poster of Alexandria, La., came by this 
morning with sore Tennessee residents. One of the Indies for 
years had told hu associates about magnolia forscati, and 
she nearly jumped for joy when, on asking to confirm her 
contention that there was suoh a thing, 1 led her and her 
"doubting thomases" to four in a row that were in full flower. 

So runs out the day, and the promise of showers for the week¬ 
end is sweet to my ears. May yours be a quiet restful one, too. 


Sunday, May 4th, 195S. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your letter in Saturday’s post, and 
how good of you to send along the nice collection of notices 
regarding little Miss Alberta. I shall be so glad to 
make use of them. 

I liked your impression of n 0 i en ' s second article on 
the Gulf efuise. I am under the impression she probably oounted 
off about so many columns to be covered by that Jaunt, and it 
happened that the second one, contrived perhaps as a filler between 
more interesting ones, was less fulsome in material than sane of 
the others, but oalled for creation regardless of the scantiness of 
the material in order to achieve the requiste number of separate 
items covering the trip. 

It was so well said, what you wrote regarding little Miss Alberta' 
physioal departure but he lingering on of her artistry in the 
canvases that will continue to gladden the eye of so many people 
down the yoars. I wiBh people in the old days had established the 
habit of pasting such^-notices on the baoke of their canvases, for 
it most certainly w uld have served to enlighten other owners aown 
through the years. And as -I say that, i am reminded a have 
intended pasting the Bioayune article on the back of The Blaok 
Swan, and must arake it a point to do so this veiy week. 

The week end has been cloudless, with the morning's pleasantly 
cool, the days hot, and the nights just right. 

On Saturday morning I went to St. Augustin's U hurch for 
tho funeral services of Alfred Li or onz, Jr. Celeste and Maoam 
Regard went with me. The Church was more than filled to oapacity 
so far as pews went and there was a conoourse of people standing. 

The last funeral 1 had attened there was Zalina's and although 
Joe Rooque continues to hobble around much as usual, I fear there is 
a liklihood that he, too, will be filling the ..Church again with 
another vast gathering of people before long. I don't know 
if there wee any other white people at the ^lorenz services besides 
us three, although J. may have been among t ose standing, 
although * don t know if he went or not. I suppose there 
were perhaps 700 or 600 people present, as large a gathering 
of mulattoes in a single building as one is likely to encounter 
anywhere in the world. One or two of ray negro friends had 
expressed the desire to attend, but they must have decided against 
it at the last minute. 
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Back' at Yucca a little alter 10, Y found a secretary waiting 
for me, and as he ploughed through the post, I donned plantation 
garb and so was ready to be up and at the pilgrims who arrived 
before 11, 

.There were two or three a enrys for dinner, and: as I 
waited out of the front door with Frances “enry, she remarked that 
a car had just rolled up to the side gate,' It turned out to 
be Mssae Mae Culver and Alice Darrell, a young-ish girl of the 
^oane type, slated to succeSd is? a® Mae as State Libriatan 
when Mssae ~ae retires, -They came and sat for a couple of hours 
with me at Yucca before heading out on business in Shreveport, 

I was impressed by the information one picks up unexpeccedly 
from random sources, Mssae «iae was recalling the time last year 
when she'and "Ois Lester missed me when driving upt to Briarwood 
to spend the day. She assumed I hadn't been to Briarwood and 
mentioned what a nice cabin and comfortable furniture "that 
lady from South Carolina had provided for them". Sssae ^ae, assuming 
further, l suppose, that I probably did not know Mrs. Storm, went on 
to say that as for herself, she would always be vastly indebted to 
her, inasmuch as it was while M rs , Storm was living In Louisiana 
that, as a power in civic groups, she formulated and put through 
the legislature the legal and legislative framework that brought into 
being the Louisiana Library Commission, subsequently incoporated 
as a State agency as The Louisiana Library, It was during 
the formation of the Co mission, I believe, that Mssae Mae was 
selected to be its first ^’resident.I naturally said nothing 
but made a mental note of a paragraph I might nclude in ray next 
message to Moncks Corner, 

iSssae **ae said ■‘•ois Lester is doing alright and at pilgrimage 
time she had opened "averly .to the public for two days, receiving 
450 people the first day, and about 600 the second. That's taking 
them in large doses, 1 should say, but perhaps thd idea of getting them 
all jammed through in a couple of days isn t bad. 

I managed to get through the last half of Carolyn's 
article and found it not so entertaining as the earlier part. 

I reckon she lifted much from Laisey in the Dell 1 a second part 
of her article, perhaps with a view to t rounding out the projected 
work for benefit of the agent, with a view to doing more work 
on it later. It will require quite a lot, but I think I 
can shape it up in several places easily* The great difficulty 
in writing the -‘clrose story is making its original and ultimate 
mistresses of distinction balance nicely. I ..shudder t the thought 
but perhaps this will ultimately be achieved by projeotint the 
peg of my personality throuth tne latter section, as she did in 
the first, thus avoiding the seeming break in continuity. 

The weather is hot and grand. May it be the same by you. 



5416 
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Monday, May 5th, 1952. 


memorandum: 

*’ull summer with growing supplies of orioles and red bugs, 
much dust, more cotton planting and the thermometer in tfce 
upper 90's. 

Tat came in for dinner from Barksdale and left immediately 
afterward for a ten weeks course in '‘ashington, L. C., before 
heaing out for service abroad, probably “ngland. ne 
asked me to be sure to remind him to take Carolyn's address with 
him but he |lew off without it, and as he is an acute sufferer 
from writer s cramp, 1 reckon he will do his exploration 
of the ^otoraao without the aid and comfort of little miss ^amsey. 

A am enclosing a couple of clippings from the "unday, 

May 4th, Picayune, although my guess is that the date is 
not attached, "either is important, but thought you would 
be interested ifl the forthcoming Kinsey show. 

Although ten days behind in opening a number of -letters 
I hope are of second or third rate interest, i have no more 
sense than to go right on sending out my usual batoh, and 
while a number of these, such as to Charles ^azurette, don't 
beget answers, still the average will be sufficiently high to 
keep me snowed under with the n in-coming post, I reckon. 

Iw was busy at the Underwood last evening when Celeste 
tapped and on entering, said she had come to drag mo across the 
fence for a dab of supper. And just as the screen door closed, 
■Dr. Band tapped, and joined us for a little snort of 4 Boses, for 
him, and a spot of wine for me. Celest, having just consumed 
a few pegs of beer, declined either the whiskey of port. But 
since “elcste was here, the doctor, who already had millions 
of people at the camp, naturally didn't say anything about 
supper 'neath the cedars, and so, after he had gone and I had 
dined next door, 1 returned through the Gardener's Garter G x±*r 
Garden, - so snowy against the darker green under the full moon, 
and resumed my letter writing. 
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it occured to me in the miast of my Memo to you that 
I had better write three different slants on a single subjeot 
to Mrs. Ho'loman, .ua'isey in the Dell and to ^elen 

■j? 0 -rs. hoiOman, I outlined two articles with different 
emphasis, —one for the i’imes xicayune Magazine and the 
other for the Special features section of the Shreveport Times. 

To Daisey Hell I did five pages that ought to embrace pretty much 
everything she would need for stirring up an article for the 
horning Hews of Dallas, —whatever section of that paper her Melrose 
article appeared in. *nd then, for nelen, x did one of 
equal length for her .Vaco Times-herald column. 

The burden of each was a news item, detailing the 
inception of the idea and its progression in portraying 
the historic Cane "iver section of Louisiana in porcelains. 

To each I hastened to say that illustrations could be supplied, — 
perhaps a pair of plates, —the Cane -M.ver Country and the 

Melrose Plantation o nQS * 01 » Tf the n °t l 0nd 

themselves readily to newspaper reproduction, a likeness 
of the map of the Cane Hiver Country might be employed. 

The human interest for Helen’s column could stress the 
difficulties to be surmounted in making the joriginal 
sketch on huge stretches of wrapping paper to which a very soft 
pencil is applied. The eventuall reduction of the oven-sized 
rough sketch And the bringing of it into focus and final finish 
by S ina M 0 Inness (the Texas angle thus creeping in), with 
a wind up of the nostralgic touch in the sketch of the 

wild game in the Msatchie "ational i’orest for the big game 

huntots of Texas, plus the figure of a fisherman on the banks 
of «ane ' l iver, as a reminder to other Texan Isaao Walton 
devotees from .Vaco, Houston, Austin, Dallas, etc., who know 
their ^ane A iver fishing so well. Then followed an account of 
what the -^elrose Plantation plate representedin historic 
and cultural fields, after which a third plate was described, 
embracing the salient features of the major scenes in "Children 
of Strangers". Another U epictiug ante bellum monuments in 
■“atchitoches,- etc., eta. 

in each article it was suggested that a line should 
stress the unique medium of oatohing a panorraa of a segeraont 
of the country in porcelaine and that collectors, fortunate 
enough to secure items from the series would be especially 
avid for the earlier ones which, as of the present writing, have not 
been released for public sale. If one or four of these articles, -- 
especfclly the Holoraan one, were to be released about the time the 
Jane * v iver v ountry plate rolls on to th$ public market, the 
publicity ought to >.e advantageous, don t you believe. 

Ho, hum, —so much to tali bout and so^pleaeaut cnatting with youl. 


Tuesday, M ay 6th, 1962. 


Memorandum; 

How nice to find your Thursday letter in today's post. 

*nd although T have read it. It swells the total to 
three items, —two in 2nd class post, that with vast 
will power, i consigned to the armoire. That old adage abut 
the i>evil finding work for idle hands may be ture enough, but 
why hasn't somebody stirred up something about the Angel 
who is put off by hands too busily engaged in mundane matters. 

Once before dinner, twioe afterward, I had so far 
succombed to temptation as to start Joying with the knot when 
outside agencies came to the rescue of ray tottering 
determination by calling me away from said armoire. And 
just before sitting down to have a little chat with you 
tonight, 1 weakened again, when DoJ one of the gardeners, 
whisked temporarily into the cotton pattjoh, tapped at mv door 
to unroll his problems to me. 1 let him "talk them out", gave 
him a glass of wine and sent hi ra across the moon drenched 
wnite garden, through the dark green wall of the bamboo and 
so home to a peaceful rest, 1 hope, 

■•’rankly 1 know the flat paokage must contain a disk, 
and if i were to weaken at this late hour, rig up my reading 
machine on the back gallery and so sample its contents, I 
would devote the balance of my waking hours to sheer men al 
telepathy and this little Memo would never get itself down 
on paper and along about Monday the postman would seem to 
bo failing you, whereas in reality, the fault would be entirely 
mine. 

Your note was so nice and it was so thoug-htful of you 
to seno along tho data concerning little -‘iss a. 1 s burial, 
of which i had heard nothing 

In response to your inquiry regarding the circumstances of 
her passing, T have heard nothing as yet. hut sooner or 
later news will be seeping through, and you may be sure I 
shall pass it along promptly. 

And thanks much for telling me of the news from the Hhine, 
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reaching your true hand"the last of -^aroh , which I take 

may have been in the nature of a bir thday-'letter. It is 

so good to know that the health of .,our friend is improved, 

and altogether heartening that tiie family, —or what is left 

of it, of the other one time *<eco associate is moving 

along so satisfactorily, "hat a nightmare those April and 

May days of 1945 must have been for tne residents of Berlin, and 

the wonder is that so many of them survived. When one 

considers the individual experiences in such a time, one 

can t help being struck by the number of miracles that sometimes 

tfanspire in such a concentrated gathering of humanity, 

And may I thank you for sending along the .Lafayette 
clipping. How Judge Wilson would have loved to have yanked 
out the old “*arquis’s‘apron during the festivities of the 
other presentation ceremonies, and as Supreme Kleagle or whatever 
his fine title is, I have no doubt he will be among those present 
at the doings. 

Among my other visitors today was -*rs. Woods of 
Uatchitoches. *»he is one of the pillars of the Episcopal Ghurch 
and told me that organization is sending out a call for 
a new preacher from u klahoma. In response to my inquiry regarding 
the Reverend "avid Coughlin, she explained that he has accepted 
a call to Hawaii and leaves with his family on June 1st, 

1 gather from this that he may now considqr himself as starting 
out : on the first leg of his journey whose ultimate goal is 
New Zealand, a d as “‘rs. Woods spoke further about the Hawaiian 
hejira, I smiled to myself, thinking how amazed she would be 
i she had ever heard of what he had to say a year ago when 
he honored me with his confidence, -“e telephoned me the other 
dayj asking if he might come out that afternoon, but as A had 
alre;dy agreed to do a round with the Baptist "epartment, 

I suggested he just take a "shot in the dark at some other 
date, should one occur prior to the end of tfie current month. 

The enclosed card somehow brought mact memories of all 
the doings at Gorning Gl^ss when preparations were being made 
for pouring the "big eye 1 . it occurs to me tnat post cards 
may constitute unmanageable particulars in the address section, 
and i need scarcely remark that as I have no intention of 
preserving them on my own hook, you, too, will always feel 
perfectly free in exercising your own judgement regarding 
their destruction, altong with any other data coming to hand, 
should their retention seem inadviseable. It seems rather odd to 
me that in spite of the correspondence going on between me and 
the Bluff A lantation lady, I still haven t the vaguest notion 
as to what her own first name might bfl. 
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Wednesday, “‘ay 7th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Your lovely card dances merrily here before me. I 
have read it m thrice, and need read it no more, for now I 
know it by heart, and as its message harmonizes perfectly with 
its delicious decors, scattered aoross its pages, the 
words and the flowers somehow fuse into one, and the whole 
message, written and painted somehow reflects a segement 
of little Miss aqq, and the mileage between Manhattan 
and Melrose never seemed to contract so much. 

■“■nd I might as well confess I was quite unprepared for 
the elegant assortment of pictures wh ch came into 
view as A placed the card on my desk. Some of them 
were familiar, frankly some of them were exhausted from 
my last .supply, while others came as something suddenly 
remembered after years of complete forgetfulness, A case in 
point was the likeness of my old friends, Say-rah and Janie. 

I shall,.use one or two for enclosures, —thinking prhaps 
Miss Hellie would like one, for instance, and naturally I 
shall use one in the scr pbook. 

^nd how especially thoughtful you were to provide me so 
generously with the envlopes for the same. Hxcept for the 
standard ones used in correspondence, envelopes are something 
one doesn't find in the country and 1 am entranced to be 
able to make use of these. x seldom-have occasion to use one, 
but it is so wonderful to have them whenever the occasion 
arises. 

Tonight the moon is almost full and th white garden 
doubly bright with dozens of little old fireflies scurrying 
to and fro with their little lanterns. Their light never 
seemed more a bit of precious moonlight, splintered off 
the big round disk sailing high over head. The thermometer 
is in the 80*s. The electric fan is already whirling 
away on the gallery and the reading machine is "all sot" 
for a pleasant, leisurely ooncernt, —all "arpisohord, if 
you please, and A m salving my conscious for having jumped' 
the date for opening the packages by saying that at least I 
had the will power to restrain myself from striking a single 
note on said ^axpsicaord until I had had a little chat with you, 
gotteu out some mail, and then, after a shower and beaecuing myself 
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In some loose, comfortable garments, with the Ghristmas 
slippers of leatner and sheep skin, when, with a glass 
of wine and a fresh p ok of Kools, 1 shall drape my form 
in ray most oomfortnble "lolling dhair", and with hie J’rau 
nestling along side, i snail start the evening concert, and 
something tells me the sitting is fc oing to be long and 
pleasant no end. Guess if my thoughts, to the tinkling 
of the harpsichords, wont just naturally be traveling from 
constellation to constellation a northeasterly direction 
until slap over Lyme. It is such a lovely birthday, thanks 
to -^ydia and. 1 ra glad I "jumped" it by a couple of days, 
for tomorrow night will have another and equally ponderous 
moon, and the fireflies will be just as busy, and the 
cigarettes and disks will be doing precisely the same business 
they will be undertaking tonight, within the next hour. 

“‘rs. doombs dropped by ti.is afternoon, keeping her promise 
to bring down the descendant of Grandpere Augustin for a little 
tour and the opportunity it would afford him to chat with me 
about his interest! in painting. thin* this effort on 
Mrs. Goorabs part must have been something of an effort, for 
yesterday she .moved into her new home and what with her 
Welfare Work going on uninterrupted, I reckon she must have 
lots to claim her attention, which, ujpder the ciroumstanoes, is 
just as well, perhaps,, since she hasn t heard from her son 
in Korea since February and tomorrow she goes to Shreveport where 
her daughter undergoes quite a serious operation. 

As for the mulatto youth, he is 16, medium height, and 
of that delicacy of frame one associates both with the artist and 
the 10 or 20th generation descendants of Grandpere. What a pity 
the boy had to give up school for the grocery. °bviously 
he is talented and while the tnree or four oils be brought 
were good, they were over-shadowed by the water colors which 
had a sturdy charm, delicious color and a finess e that 
was almost 18th century in their feeling. ^e said they were 
his own creation and not copies of anything, ihe charm of 
a couple of these was such that tears might easily have started spill¬ 
ing at the mere tought of the cook-eyed world in which we live 
that in spite of all the welfare billions poured out so often 
on no account scoundrels, here is a talented youth who, in 
spite of his gifts, will nev r have an opportunity to develops 
them, what with the poverty pf his family and the necessity of 
being a bread winner during all those years ahead when a little 
instruction and encouragement wouldtip the scales in favor of 
the raeuus of producing -orks that would give him no end of 
satisfaction and probably would delight many a soul both in his 
ii e and afterwards. But we discussed a show in the African house 
and perhaps through that medium, or some other, some twist of 
fortune s wheel will make things a little better for his future. 

But of this annd other matter, more anon, now for a go at the 
mail, a shower and tnen to my n a rgsichord. 


• * •» 
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i'hursdayl May 8th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

Such a lovely concert last night. It is nobody’s business 
how much - time elapsed between the striking of the first chord 
and the last one. As for myself, i don t know either, for 
toward the end, the tinkle of these sparkling 17th and 18th 
century compositions somehow fused so perfectly with momentary 
periods of slumber and sleep that the sitting may have lasted 
no more than an hour or perhaps a couple of centuries. All 
I am sure of is the fact that the moon's shadow oast much 
longer traceries aoross the gallery when I be-stirred myself 
to fold up the harpsichord for the night and drowsiness 
contrived to make the singing of the mocking bird in the 
old crepe myrtle seem like something out of a moon drenched 
Paradise ad hie i’rau stretched and arched her back after a long rest 
and I silently forsook the gallery for my downy couch. 

It s so nice having so many bir C uays all in a row, and, 
what with tonight's stage all sot for another celebration, I 
anticipate a repetition, and, as though having advanoe news 
of the impending program, hie Jirau is already perched on the 
snelf on the far siae of the windown, here at my right, 
and withinin reach of ray hand, were it not for the intervening 
glass. Little Miss Lee and Lie Frau, seemingly as one, have 
contrived to make this birthday among the happier I have known. 

The weather remains in the 90's during the day, but the 
nights are del cious. Ihe absence of rain 1 pelled me to do 
much watering of the more delicate things both at ^renbourg 
and Melrose today. Sven the planters are praying for a shower, 
and that is news for usually they are want to declare they can 
raise cotton without any rain at all. 

»e have not approached drought proportions by any means but 
as a precausion against failure of moisture, the plantation is 
planting cotton between the rows in which seed were placed 
last week on the assumption that should toe first ones not 
germinate because of tho dryiess, the in-between rows will, then 
which ev r progresses more favorably will be cultivated 
and the other ploughed up. 
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.. have developed a thory, unsupported by any other 
authority that my own observation, that plants should be 
given a maximum of liquids when putting out new leaves and 
buds and that the rest of the time thSy "moseyal£? pXtty 
what ever whimsey old Mother Mature dishes out. ^ 

f hat altbou e h ti:ere have been showers during 
the spring, it is more important to keep a bountiful water & 

supply constantly within their reach during that season, _more 

important, in fact, that watering them during the long dry spells 
of deep summer when there has been no rain at all. as I soe P it 
the plant tends to insulate itself against heat and drought 
in a kind of mid-summer hibertion and so it is able frequently to 
make it very nicely with a minimum of water, whereas in the 
season of new leaves, —usually in the spring, or the 
putting out or fomation of buds,,.winch can happen a y old 
,ime, the greatest amount of water possible should be put 
within their roach. Oddly enough the Chinese magnolias, 
in anticipation of the follow February, are want to start 
forming buds along in September, usually a dry month, and 

1 t0 .P“® the items then in flower in favor 

ofpumping water to the Chinese magnolias, even though their 
leaves are about to fall and flowering time is about six 
montns 'Off, 

Po . 1 8 ?? m haV9 bQOn swiping too long on the Garden 

Gate or muscling in on the uld *irt dauber,..and 1 apoclogiM 
for this oiidless diatribe. ^ 

Across the fence the refurbished "white house" glistens 

8 “- a,w iuet » « S 

another week a second ooat out to make it 

Hoi 11 ?* 1 ? 8, i notiG0d todQ y that a harmony has been 
aed * b °°' in transforming the accomcanying garage in 
the same whiteness, ■‘■'m sorry i forgot to take a glance 

turkeys aJ^chic^is 11 C °°F irarnediately bQ -V lnd the garage where 
turkeys and chickens are incarcerate prior to decapitation 

toi I 952 eurae iniahow i Qaied f ? r a ? e WUy resplendent new’look 

mistrees'who useTto ^ ° f an ° ld Plantatloa 

"Nobody knows how much I envy laaies who. when aanrasRod 
can wash away all dejection simply by chasing around to the ** 
nearest shop and selecting a new hat. If only a new hat 

tSo 1 J Ql ta ^ era<i i 0at ! a i 1 my di8 Papointments and fill me with 
•the delights and satisfactions that seem to radiate from those 
tnus easily satisfied, I reokon I'd spend the rest of ray life 
flying in and out of hat shops." * * 

But here 1 am at the end of the p..ge, and withal happy 
because we could chat and because we have a concert in the offing.. 


Friday, M a y 9th, 1962. 


Memorandums 

How nice to find your air mail in this morning's post. 

■‘■'he card sits here before me, dancing merrily along side 
its companion which preoeeded it earlier in the week, and 
bovh are dancing jauntily to the tap of old Dr. underwood, 
not only because of the vibration he sets up but also, I 
like to think, because you have done everything to make my 
day so happy. 

As for your birthday letter,,.it was right in line with 
the day, endless sunshine and deliciously refreshing as zephers 
from the Gulf set all the gay, tender leaves to dancing on 
their branches in perfect unison with the gaiety in my 
heartl am particularly touched by your quotation from 
Susie Wailes 1 letter of some time back. At the time I 
read the Wailes message on its receipt, and re-reading it today 
in your letter brought forth the deep conviction that it 
actually should have been addressed not to me but to 
a certain address in -Lyme where the galaxy la of stars 
radiate with an intensity that puts those, if any, in other 
diadems slap in the shade. And so I have the pleasure 
of feeding back through the post the tame identical message, 
since I can honestly say and from the bottom of my 
heart that only at Lyme is it so richly deserved. 

It is good to know you heard the re-broadoast of 
the Presidential tour of the ,( hite House, I'm sorry I 
missed it all around, I had thought some of the major 
magazines would do a >*hite House number in color,— 

I'll bet Illustration would have done as much, at the time 
of the official opening, but perhaps color printing takes 
longer than black and white and such pictorial articles 
will be forth-ooming in subseuqent numbers of perhaps 
at the holiday season. 

It is interesting that in today's letter you should have 
inquired as to the name of the style of the plate used in 
the^elrose rlantation number. It has a name but I 
don t know it, but shall make inquiry a little ater. 

In the mean time, i shall point out the reason why it was 
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a pleasant coincidence that you should hve mentioned the 
plate, since the only othei item in the morning post was 
the finished sketch from ■ u ina, which I have glanced over 
hurriedly and put in the mail so it will go forward in 
the same post with this letter and, since it is insured, will 
probably arrive a day or so after this -emo reaches your 
true hand. 

I shall write a letter to Edwards China which 1 shall 
enclose herewith so that you may post it from Manhattan 
on the day the print goes forward to Mrs. Gowperthwaite. 

I don t seem to have any labels to hand at the moment and 
so * Shall impose upon you further by asking you to make one 
out, addressed in the same manner as the envelope I shall 
enclose. 

I think you will agree with me that "ina did a superb 
job. I think her treatment of the kisatchie sorest is 
just right in that its absence of strong shading throws the 
emphasis on the center of the composition which of course should 
be the center of interest. ¥ou will note from the enclosed 
letter and accompanying note attached to it, —both* 
intended for Edward’s w hina, that 1 have requested a 
correction for the Xucca caption, and have suggested the 
possibility of eliminating the words, "Little * k iver", to further 
heighten the focal point on the words Cane ^iver. Actually 
Little •rtiver fnerits no such prominence, and if any river were 
to be noted with letters outside the main stream, it should 
bear the name of Red River. But that is of no consequence, and 
1 reckon the words, "Little *1ver" will be omitted from 
the plate Sketch anyway. 

In my original layout to Hina, I gave emphasis to the 
presence of people of color at tfto beginning and end of the 
Cane “iver course, —"Uncle Jack tipping his hat in Natchitoches 
and Uncle lorn at the far end of the stream. I hope the final 
firing of the plate will bri g out with clarity the 
intention that these two figure^ represent people of color. 

In a subsequent ~emo I shall give a few sidlights to the 
various places selected for incorporation in a Cane “iver Country 
plate. There will be a squawk from some people because 
their plantations didn't get mentioned and equally strange 
noises from others because they, drew merely a tree and not 
arouse . Bt I am satisfied, on looking the finished t ing over, 
that 1 have given emphasis to what seemed important to me, 
and if the Brudhorames, Cloutiers or ^rtzogs want to 
stir up another more in line with their estimate of values, 
that, naturally, will be their privilege. 

It's so kind of you to offer with such oepn heartedness 
to handle all this business for me. Your giving of yourself 
in so many ways has made my day so happy. 



Sunday, May 11th, 1952. 




oil* 




Memorandum: 

I alwqys thought one particular type of chocolate cake, 
sprinkled through with pecanes or walnuts was good. It seemed to me 
Schraft made sufh cakes better than anyone else in the food business. 

I don't mind saying 1 think little Miss Lee mates them s Best. 1 
°till think the good, the better and the best are aelieious but 
the superlative out of Lyme backs everything else off the boards. 

The gay tin box, so beautifully wrapped, came through 
safely in Saturday's post. >»ill power partly, but mostly a busy 
day impelled me to reseruve opening it until first cart when 
X could be quite alone and return to ray unfinished celebration which 
has been mine for so many days back, thanks to just one person. I 
hadn’t guessed the contents, for in spite of the hint in your 
letter, it never occured to me you woul- still have any pecanes left. 

*nd so, what with a fine musicale all rigged up for the evening, 

some loose clothing draped about ray person, and said- person itself relaxed 

in an easy chair, and, brother, did 1 go to town, as it were I 

have tried rationing them to make them stretch as far as possible, 

but i have i.roken that schedule already. Frankly, X should li^e to 

lot Celeste and -adam regard sample my birtnday cake, but at toe 

same time, the temptation is pretty much of a strain, and it they 

don't hurry up and stay home a bit, —tonight they are completely 
religious frolic in town, - tney are going to e et left completely. 

But wnat will slenderize their figure through lacK. of P^ijici^tion 
in this latest example of your artistry will but tend to fatten 
and it is e oing to require excessive nobility on ray part to stave off 
a bull*.just occurs to me that this letter may reach your true nand 
r.bout the time the sktech for the Cane -aiver country plate 
becomes available, and so X shall mention one or two thugs 
as they come to mind. What would be your idea as to the most 
suitable or more suitable medium for newspaper illustration^ 
the original sketch or the plate, should the Hew Orleans, 

‘■.laoo and Dallas papers be interested in carrying same with an 
article by Mesdaraes ^oloman, Baldwin and Garber. I am under tne 
impression the design, when incorporated with the plate, m b ht 
be indistinct, in view of its compression, and that the 
pictorial map as photographed on paper, and not Included with 
plate and accompanying border, might give greater clarity '"Ben 
reproduced in newsprint. Would that be your i pression. I figure 
if iielen wants to do an article and wants to use 0 ne place, she 
can readily photograph her own. For Daisey in the Dell and la doloraan, 
tx.ey can make use of the map itself withouth the plate, don t you think. 
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a sultaMe !xtl S ! , ? e7a *’ 0rt . Balias papers bxing forth 

tal)l9 Pi? 18 ’ 1 sha11 request permission for renrintine and 
Same ’ al0 ? s With a plfite » to the Editors o/tho 
niL he " pppers. I shall contrive those presentations to take 

Civil Sente? iHo^ L 8 5? 1 i a P r8SQnt ation of a plate to the ‘ 

o t ?? a » 80 thnt thQ re P°*ting of that event may 

f a lleWS itQra t0 further induce reference to the item in 
?f P A rS - X f ^ O0S Without sa in S* of course, that 
nom" - ! ' 9 - d ° n ~ onl - 7 af ter local emporiums have been made 

m?thod n ?S Wlth *5® pr0du °** Would-this seem like a good 

approach° adV8rtisin f> do you envision some different 

approach, bo, please, say so, if you have something else in mind 

ohaaoa. fll.to5lii.’i2 l Su»SSr iritw/o? innala t ?a t :- pBPeI % 157 

ffisTCirH'ST'i-S'»• xss£zzxr 

tne literary critics, gummed up with literature never explored tht 

S3 SK? Srja , *H C 

»2lm, l f hr0 J 8 ? S at 18 9a “ t0 119 tha °oirmge 01 a resident of the 

tne wS *'1" 9 ‘"•-“Jl-aas to Batohttoohaa for 

Line bottle of Dubonnet port" 5-e tearing a mighty 

that she had seen little P 2t„ * ! i ° n of interest, first, 

she seemed fine, and seond that vears^ao LnS\ b8f0re ho f 0ath and 
she had found a note saying Miss ’^amraie tad flfn^n 0 ^ 01 8 papors » 
in love with xrma's papa nrior tn .h?*™??!*’ college grils, been 

this fact to the "adara who had dismissed-vi she had mentioned 

wave of the hand. But this s£eett It • a flUSh ° f face attd 
records and all remain, and now i continue ly fJStintSl!?'* dl * arett «. 


r 
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Monday, May 12th, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

The marvelous weather continues and yet, some strange 
twist of Fate, the pilgrimage business has fallen off wonderfully 
and I am able to get a heap of things done without dropping a 
hoe or a typewriter every five minutes. 

Of course the fact that pilgrims are less numerious doesn’t 
mean they no longer exist, but they are appearing in lesser numbers 
which is all to the good. 

This afternoon the Reverend Pompey M . Gillie came to see me, 
bringing his wife, sister and daughter-in-law. A ‘he mission was 
two fold, first, they wanted a tour, which they got, and secondly, 
tne reverend wanted me to advise i>r. Band that not this coming 
dunday but the last one in the month would be perfect for pictures 
at bt. Augustine's Church on kittle -diver. I didn't see the 
Bands yesterday since they didn t come to their camp, but 
it looks as though A might be s8eing them on the last Sunday in the 
month. 

This morning A saw the ladies next door and they were entranced 
with the couple of pieces of birthday cake I left for them 
yesterday evening along about an hour after dark, while they were 
still in town. They found it on their return and with a glass 
of milk, had it for dinner or supper, and loved it. Put not half 
so much as I. I might as well confess my selfishness by admitting 
that that gesture is the only one I can make so far as my brithday 
cake is concerned, for sheer selfishness impells me to keep 
all the rest for myself. My little tin chest of them is resting 
in the next room, and about an hour hence i shall be taking it 
under ray arm, along with a pitcher of cold milk, and be-taking 
myself to the gallery for a little musicals and snack before 
calling it a day. 

And speaking of the ladies next door, it is interesting to recor 
that they forgot my natal day until it had passed and so decided it 
would be nice to have a joint celebration with Madam Begard for 
a Mother-^ay-Birthday business. On Sunday morning -aurellia came 
bearing gifts from the ladies and an invitation to dine with them 
at noon, and dine we did, and it was pleasant, but the cake 
turned out to be a cherry pie, which was elegant, and 1 was 


I 
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but completely delighted because I already had a better 
birthday cate from Lyme at home and better than anything anybody 
else could have contrived. ® * * 

° r v nder s9 P ar ate cover I shall send a 
letter from *uth Hopkins who was here last summer one Sunday 

^n n i?fi' V J th A^ r0lyi1 ' 1 think she wrLtQS wel1 and 1 fed sure 
you will fmd her account of life in -ashington, especially 

the doings at the Indian Embassy quite entertaining* 

QC £ fror ? Hora in today's pet brought an astonishing 

assortment of wearing apparel both for me and for my friends 

an J SW6at shirts are intended for a reckon 
wnile the suits, trousers, belts ana the like are for others 
-s Bora is taller than I, I usually have to cast about with 
some diligence to find someone with a figure to manage the 

lor L^e ^ ’ V°V to *o mScTfasUng about, 

for Lee, one of the new seoretariSs, is, at the mature age of 14 

much over 6 feet, and so he will be’able to slide inlo Ihe new ’ 

finery wit ease, I think. I can't help wondering what height 

i0 W1:1 eventually attain, once he has acquired maturity. 

The feelers, put out in every direction, for locating an iron 
sugar pot, seem to be bearing fruit, although every pla^atioi ln 

a? i£ to 6 be°fnuJd bQb i y hfld th6m aur the ante bellu^ period, none 

t o io b f d 7 raore 6SC0 P t in aouth Louisiana, what with 

tne vaiious scrap drives for iron during the two last rforld .«ars and 

fo? S 0 ???* 1 01 10061 ,lani « 8 to u E "u n “nt*?ne 

for boiling the su a ar, as opposoa to the heroic big old iron ones 
One of my Little »iver negro friends, passing this way tMs mwnlig 
to ask me to knock off a letter for him, returned ten minutes 

r» 0 V that ho ^ U8t re rnerabered .there was a big 
0l J ° n 0f the Baltha za^ plantations lying between Zallne's 
and Madame Aubin-Roque•s. isn\ it odd how wide the net hatbeencas 
and yet how close to home one may be located «nd so on tvio mormuu 

lam??v 8 aSd C of p9 5 ra J ttl ««* 1 /hall contact so^e member of thS Zlthlzax 
family and see what can be done about it. I understand it ha» been 

^ pside down hard by the old plantation cistern for years but 
probably at the moment i manifest interest in the thing it will 

st&zsz mi?, in iiimm it — ■»* o — oo ’“° - 

so M s mitt .. 

or t.o curving project* he hop been 

Knu“«?.?“ "* U6 °“ 110 ^ ‘ d mo “^ 01 °X J?hYa h *Ue a a h> 
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Tuesday, -iay 13th, 1952. 


Jeraorandum: 

fi ow nice to find your elegant letter of Saturday in today's 
post I so often complain about slw de iveries that L had 
better give credit where credit is due, and re ark that ip the 
"ay 10th letter, the usual dwaddling along the route didn t 
occur. * 

4 flock of circumstances shredded my time pretty much today, 
but i was able to digest the first page of your letter with 
leisurely enjoyment. 1 had to kangaroo through the 2nd and 3rd 
pages, but have them tucked away in the armoire and so am 
guaranteed the pleasure of having another chat with you on 
the morrow. 

I am glad you had an opportunity to make some in-roads on 
the package that reached you toward the middle of the week. *nd 
may 1 thank you for giving me the details regarding certain 
particulars mentioned in the ^arly text. T want to explore it 
rather thoroughly eventually, and }.t occurs to me that with 
my present ”A..m..dat bees am, ain t it” secretariat, I might 
just ns well have a go at French texts as English, since one and 
the other are equally Greek to my reader apparently. 

A slight interruption of c hours intervenes between this para¬ 
graph and the foregoing. I haven't put a yellow, non-insect bulb 
in my desk lamp as yet this season and so T keep the door on 
the gallery closed while doing desk work. I opened the door 
to find none oth* than M.ng aolom, grinding from ear to ear, and 
smiling out a greeting of "Surrise". a e had just arrived 
from “aryland, having driven down in his new Buick and we 
had much ground to cov^r to get caught pp on news of the past 
six months, ne coulan t believe i hadn t been down the road 
to see the new houee of the overseer, built on the former foundations 
of the one destroyed by fire, and invited me to take a ride 
with him on the morrow at which time, as he explained, he would 
point out the new features of “‘elrose to me. 

■°ut while I haven t been down the road, it is a faot nevertheless 
that 1 have been up th§ road, and only this morning. Whe I passed 
by Celeste's this morning, i asked h* if she would care to drive 
me up to the Balthazar plantation, and she was entranced at 
the prospeot. And so A telephoned -*ay Balthazar to see if she 
might be at home, —it so wonderful all the raulattoes having 
telephones, .and. she was. 
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May is perhaps 45 or 50 and owns a section of the former 
rather extensive Balthazar estate. Her house is about 1914 or 1920, 
rather pleasant, painfully immaculate, some Grand Bnpids 
furniture and some marvelous ante bellura pieces. May had 
infantile paralysis as a child and limps a little, a gentleman 
of color married her a few years ago for her money, ne got 
her jewels and some bonds but she still has the place, plants 
20 or 30 aores of cotton and raise 50 or 100 turkeys, some fine 
chickens and so on. I took her a ^elrose plate, both because I 
wanted to use it as a wedge for lifting a pot and also because 
I wanted her to have one, nowing she would like it on several 
counts, she was entranced, and told me x could fcave either or both 
of her two iron pots, but I declined as one wasn t as big as 
St. Giggin's and tne other was identical with one I have in the 
Afrioan H 0 use, and I saw no point in simply collecting pots for pots 

sake, bnt May seaed determined 1 shouldn t go home empty handed, find 

aside from giving Geleste and me some canned fruit, which I handed 
over to “adara Begard on our return, but asked me if would 
be interested in a machine to grind corn. £»he took me into her 
basse-cour and there stood a splendid example of the ante bellum 
meal grinder. She said if B would consider it, she would so much 

like me to have it. 1 shall pick it up one day this week when 

a' truck and a half dozen stalwart arms are available. It is 
square, the frame made of large uprights of wood, each upright 
being perhaps 5 inches squure, and it i perhaps o or 4 feet from one 
upright to the other, or 4 feet square, fhe thing stands about 
5 feet In height, at the top is an oblong of wood, perhaps lb by 24 
inches into which the corn is poured, and from it , trickles down 
Co the stone just beneuth, the stone being horizontal, in 
the same position as the base of it, Giggin's fountain. *nd 
marvelous to relate, although exposed to the weather this past 
hundred years and more, the thing still works, and May herself 
demonstrated how she herself sometimes ground lgr;wned' corn into 
meal, ■‘■t is the oni y ante bellu^, of'its type I hfive ever 

seen and x think it will add another note of interest to our museum 
collection. is too vast to get insi.e the -frican nouse, but 
i shall put it under the plantation bell on the ifiast side of the 
Bouse and the projecting roof will give it adeq at protection, —some¬ 
thing it has never known. ~nd if the ><enk brants don t smash it up be 
fore the summer is done, b shall be thankful. 0 

May served an excellent creole coffee, and with true 
rega.d for mulatto amenities, declined to partake of any herself while 
Jeleste and x sipped ours. And so,he went for a pot ana brought home 
a mill, which doesn t wind up today s doings but was a good etarter. 

^ * 

B love your vignette of crossing - entral Bark south, with a 
big moon between the buildings over your shouloer, and the 
orerntions of the telepathy department alon e the way.Bow gnateful 
to God am I for one little Miss nee Of Lyme. 


Wednesday, May 14th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

tfrom a passing pilgrim, I was able to get a few letters 
read but 0 course saved the balance of yours until S. C. 
passed this way, and it was grand to explore the second page 

before an Interruption prevented finishing it completely. 

as the other two secretaries had passed this way earlier, 

I am thus guaranteed the pleasure of a third day's chat with 
ou, although tomorrow's will be a little more brief, since 
accomplished nearly the entire message. 

it is so good of you to give me a glimpse of the 
Baris picture you saw behind Berdorf Goodman 8. It sounds 
well worth while, and it goes without saying^that x am entranced 
you had an opportunity to hear B>unoan Blliott's voice. I have 
no idea if his voice appears about the same on tape recordings as 
on records, --sometimes, I understand, there is quite a difference, - 
but perhaps it was sufficiently true, the one to the other, that 
you might easily imagine how pleased I was with his recorded 
voice, and how its excellence suggested Alexander Soourby's, although 
delivery and tonnl impressions are more parallel than identical, 

I echo your opinion completely regardin. the pleasure it 

would have been to have been sitting along side when the first 
dip into the Bostell volume was undertaken, and it is pleasant 
to know he mentioned the “‘adam as a source for his material, and 
the Jenkins and Braezeale papers. I think Bo stall is 
as thorough a student as I know and ^ am so glad this volume 
has been brought out in b..ok form, for that implies the 
University will be giving him a other degree shortly, and that 
pre-supposes an increase in salary, and since he never followed 
the Madam' recommendation about disposing of his six offspring 
in order to make his research easier, i reckon he will be able 
to use any extra money coming his way, 

Ihe reason I had to break off before finishing your 
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letter was because a servant came dashing in to 3ay that 
a truck, and seven men were awaiting me to make the raid on 
the Balthazar plantation. It just occurs to me that this 
particular place was formerly referred to under the greater 
tract, known as Beforra Plantation, —as section of old Prancois 
Robiaux's holdings, and I think I shall ask its present owner 
to register a name for her present acreage. I think she will 
not guess the implication and 1 shall not reveal it to her, and 
I feel quite certain she will be even more entranced to accept my 
recommendation that was Madam dloutier with he Beaufort business. 
Naturally, the obvious name of this Balthazar place ould be 
Gaspard rlantation, don.t you think, or would you prefer Melchoir, 
for surely the names of r at least another of the three wise men 
should thus ..ecome associated with property belonging to one 
bearing the name of one of that trio. 

■Veil, anyway, we made the trip alright, although we 
had some difficulty, in spite of all the brawn present, for 
the truck was high and the mill heavy. *ut we made it 
without incident and on our return, placed it, as indicated 
yesterday as a probable site, at the iSast end of the African a ouse. 
The wood is so worn by the weather that one or two of the 
up-rights will have to be reinforced, but that will not 
be difficult as soon as a field hand-carpenter finds time to 
lay aside his hoe for a saw and a hammer. All the original 
gear is intact and in order, and the mill stones in perfect 
condition, so that if one had a mind to, corn could be ground 
on it today. I find it a miracle that this ante helium 
object, so important in early plantation life, should have thus 
survived all the hazards of lime and -ian, and now that it 
is not exposed so much to the weather, it ou fc ht to be good for 
a other couple of hundred years after it has been repaired a 
little in one or two place where it is a little weak. 

Although the local business minds tr to give the im ression 
such monuments of a departed age are of no consequence, in reality 
I think there is a secret satisfaction that another treasure has 
been adoed to the “elroee collection, and we both know perfectly 
well that the Madam would have been delighted over its find and 
nreservation. 

( 

I must tell you again how much a. appreciate that section of 
my brithday e bracing the photographs, in glancing through them 
again this evening, the one of Grandperds portrait gave me an 
idea for its subsequent use, in connection with another sketch 
or two, for a pictorial plate, and although that is something 
to be considered later, it is so pleasant to realize that your 
gift brought forth the idea. 


'.Thursday, May 15th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

- . ' r 

How n ce to find your gf'and letter in this morning's 
poet. , 

“omehow 1 had not anticipated one, and as it was penned 
on Monday, congratulations again seem to be in order for 
Uno4e Bam for having made the rounds so spryly. 

It was good to you to pss along the quotation from 
la Storm's letter which both refreshed my memory on thejpoint 
it covered and filled me with gratitude to you for having 
solved that matter which as puzzled me regarding her name. 

I'm wondering how much longer she will linger on 
the Pacific Goast, since a jaunt to Burope is said to be in the 
cards for this summer, which seems to leave a rather thin 
filler of sandwich of lime. I can only gap at her energy 
and unflagging interest in things at 80. "Bat do you 
suppose she must have been like half a century earlier. Is 
it in the answer to that question that explains her widowhood, 
do you suppose. 

And thanks for passing along tne glimpse of coming 
events, as seen from your vantage point It goes without 
saying that I shall be interested no end in the final decision. 
At the same time I ^m hoping the visitor from the lands of 
Simon Bolivar doesn t linger too long, especially if his 
presence means throwing the domestic front into a hurly-burly 
of activity t from biggora and heavier dinners and more 
people in to burn the midnight oil. 

Today was one of those in which I come to its close 
dissatisfaied because I have accomplished little to how for 
the enervation The prolonged dry spell has almost reaohed 
drought proportions and I have accordingly been busy soaking 
a lot of acreage, which, since it requires no expenditure 
of energy, should make one tired, but somehow I am 
always sweating away at the job, just standing still, and 
I never have been able to find out why I find the business 
so tedious, except, perhaps, that time passes faster if 
I'am more actively fiddling at something other than miles of 
garden hose. 
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Mabry, or whatever her name is, came to see me 
during the aftoroon, ringing a fine bottle of whine 
which she declined to sample, and which I let go by the 
boards in favor of a oold cote. She is having some of 
her Hat chitoohes Parish property surveyed and spoke 
with some enthusiasm of a young man, engaged in the 
lumber business, who has been dickering for some of the 
trees on her property. She says bis name is W. B. Cox, 
and is familiarly called "Slick" by his friends. 1 should 
think that name ought to be enough. She says he is a 
diamond in the rough,..has never been to Melrose, and has 
asked her if she could eventually bring him bye. She says 
she would like ray opinion of him. Frankly I have no time 
for polishing dimaonds in the rough and lels time for hill¬ 
billies, £s I take it he is, and so I told her my schedule 
prevented me from receiving any but my intimate friends for 
the balance of the summer and 1 hope she appreciated the 
brushaolitter from Edward's China indicates they are all "sot" 
at their Bock hill establishment and are all poised to have 
a go at the Jane aiver Country item. I suppose this letter 
reaches me about the time the design comes to your own true 
hand, it occurs to me it might be a good iaea to put a 
covering of cellophane over the original sketch when the 
plates are ready and lend the sketch to some emporium dis¬ 
pensing the merchandise, since the pen sketch, surrounded by 
the finished product, might catch the eye of many a window shopper. 


From the enclosure, you will note that Daisey in the Dell 
declines the idea of d.ing an Cane Mver Country article for the 
Dallas Horning H 0W8 . I suppose this is due in part to the fact 
that at the moment she is consumed with other thoughts in preparation 
for her vacation, .ilhen September rolls 'around, she may give 
the matter fu ther consideration, since the article it_elf shouldn't 
require much labor, as I have already supplied her with four pages, 
single spaced, representing both a lively frameworft and sub¬ 
stance, except for whatever she might feel might be added by way 
of human interest. Naturally if i submitted an article 
about my own creations it would be obvious to the Bditor that 
I was taking a stupid way to beat a drum, and the stuff would be 
chucked into the trash basket as unpld-for advertising, which, 
in reality is what we are hoping to do, although if the thing* 
were present by a special feature writer about a new twist 
inhistorical documentation through a ceramic medium, it seems 
to me it might embrace Interesting reading for Dallas readers who 
know and love to road-run through the Cane Biver oountry. 

Well, so things turn, and now I must get at the mail, and 
thence to a bit of harpsichord raueio and so to bed. 
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Friday, May 16th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

I reckon Carl Carmer was not the first person in the 
w ,rld to wonder at the reason for some limited geographical 
spots being intensively productive of one type of thing or another, 
and surely we have both pondered as to why the Cane Aiver 
co ntry and -‘elrose especially seems one of those spots. 

*nd all this is prefaced to a fruther remark, recalling 
the unheard of doings in the horticultural department when after 
50 years of failure on Miss Cammie's part to sprout a grandiflora 
magnolia seed under most favorable conditions, one non-ohalantly 
burst into life atop the big old palm in the front garden, 
hard by the gate. 

And in view of such considerations, you may well 
picture my surprise today when I stumbled over another 
fine young magnolia grandiflora, perhaps two or three years old, 
flourishing mi & htily up in that big old pecane tree, called 
.The Patriarch, in the center of the bulb garden behind the 
Weaving House. 

fhere is something about this phenomenon reminding me 
of Ida -^azurette and hB broken leg, when everyone was fi led 
with coraisseration at the breaking of the first, but everyone 
went into gales of lau e hter when, just back from the hospital 
where the first one was set, she tumbled down stairs and broke 
the other. 

I could scarcely believe it when I discovered the magnolia 
in the big palm, but on finding this second one, I merely laughed 
and told myself it was impossible, even though the thing was 
actually slap in front of me. 

On the national front, the political pot continues to 
seeth but seems to arouse scant interest so far as I am conoerued. 
.Last night I listened to It. *verill uarriman, and found in 
him the most satisfactory radio personality on the upper 
political level that 1 have run aoross in the democratic camp. 
Perhaps you heard him when interviewed by .Larry -“aseur and 
proceeded by F. D. B. Jr., and followed by senator -Lehman. 

I liked the way **r. darrlman didn't dodge the questions and 
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agreed with what he had to say. I heard Mr. "ullus in a 
symposium on foreign policy and three criticisms of the 
Administrations handling of the same. I liked what he had 
to say, too. 

I am a little puzzled that -eneral Risenhouer has received 
as many votes, for Republican delegates as he has. surely 
senator Taft epitomizes the conservative wing of the 
Republican *arty, and since the republican *arty itself is 
more on the conservative side than the democratic, I should 
think that i-f X were a Republican I would find that 
the Senator and not the General stood for all the stand- 
patism with which the republican -farty has so long been tinged 
Therefore if I were a republican, I most cer ainly would be beating 
tne drum for the Senator, as I believe all the ultra conservatives 
are. If the Senator can only get himself nominated and can 
persuade General ^aoArthur to sound off on their ultra conservative 
bender, then someone like Mr. “arriman really ought to have a 
chance, in spite of all the mink coat stuff that is going to 
weigh* so heavily ^n the forth-coming contest. 

inadvertently ± threw out a card received today from “-ate 
Perkins, in response to a note 1 sent her on Sunday, telling 
her of the impending Cane River Country plate. She responded 
by asking me to set aside a dozen for her, saying she would send 
a check whenever aesired, and delivery might be made any old ti e 

between now and Christmas, -or after that, if that was too 

early. Rice pal, Mies Kate. 

May Balthazar came to see me this morning, bringing me 
a couple bf quarts of blaok berries she had picked at dawn, 
she wanted to t buy a plate. She said some man who had taught 
at St. “*athew s School several years back, had lived in her home 
during his «ane iver stay and that once 1 had invited him to 
drop by to see me, and that on the appointed night, he had 
eaten supper, because he looked forward with so much enthusiasm 
to the conference. I remember the man alright, but X can't recall 
there was anything special about the reason for the meeting 
save that of one neighb r being invited to call on another, xerhaps 
it was the first time the man of•color had been bidden to the 
h me of a white one. Be that as it may, —and I only have May's 
word for it, the man has continued to write her, following his 
ueparture from this Parish to study somewhere in some other 
oollego for colored people and he never fails to inquire after 
my good helath and doings at -‘elrose. It was her point that 
he, of all people in the world, would love to have a Melrose 
plate. Well, that was an easy one, and I'll bet he gets one. 

Californians on the agenda for tomorrow morning, and so the 
wee* end will begin. *o h,pe yours may be ovor so peaceful and happy.. 


Sunday, May 18th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

A gentle rain has been falling for the past 20 hours. 

It must be rathet general, since Oklahoma, San Antonio and hew Orleans 
weather broadcast report the same situation. 

The planters were all beginning to cry for rain, but 
at least one of themdidn t take long to remark that enough is 
enoughand clear skies would be weiome again, but the prediction 
for tomorrow is scattered showers. But for our side of ^ns 
fence everything is in a receptive mood, and tne present excess 
of water will stand us in good stead when, along in July and Aug^s , 
the ArenbouTg children will want to drawn on the reserve. 

Saturday was pilgrimage weather, however, with much sunshine 
and spanking breezes from the ^ulf. I had too many people, -- 
California, South Carolina, -‘aine, Florida, Oklahoma, Georgia, 
not to mention Louisiana. There were some X never did see as 
I learned from ^ugene who had sent some from the store wnile ' ^ 
busy with others. Today’s rain, however, gave me comparative 
ffeedom from road runners, but my time has been cluttered up by 
local callers, - -cen. Celeste and so on. Br. Rand came to bring 
me an elegant supper^, with much roast beef , tomato Juioe jello salade, 
deviled eggs, pudding and the i-ord knows what all. As I 
had already agreed to sup across the fence, the Rand handout 
fitted in very nicely with other stomaohs paesing this way that 
weren fl t so amply lined. 

It seems to have been a hurly-burly week for the ^ands, although 
I am not sure of all the doings. *’or one thing Br. Rand wrecked 
his car, but fortunately escaped any injury to himself. Within 
the hour of the wreck, his siSter, living in Alexandria, suffered 
a stroke arid is in the hospital. These two things seemed to be 
t e main peaks in a week of rough contours. 

But he wanted to tell me of a surgery case he had stumbled over 
in an old medical bo'ok in Cheneyville, ^a., which delighted him, and 
enchanted me. Along in the 1640’s, a Cheneyville '"J® 

oalled to a plantation to atteno-a slave who had oeen struck in 
the stomach with an axe which, among other things, had severed 
one tube of his intestine. With what seems to me vast imagination, 
in view of the limited medioal aids within reaOh, the doctor 
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called for a tallow candle which he whittled down to a size just 
a fraction larger than the severed intestine. lie then drew 
tie lower par-t of the intestine over half t,e candle, and pulled 
the upper section down over ti.e other part, so that the tubes were 
joined, lapping over just a little, and, with the candle inside, he 
had a foundation on which he could sew them together. The heat 
of the body, after the stomach had been sewed up, tended to 
soften the snaved down tallow of the candle within the intestine, 
and when food was admin stered, t..e tallow automatically loosened and 
so was naturally eliminated along with other waste material through 
the normal channel of the alimentary canal. The slave lived. 

Dr. Hand said that on occasion he has used a bead or a bround 
button for such a purpose with results that have been satisfactory, 
but he was delighted with the ingenuity of the Gheneyville physician. 

I 

I haven t turned out as much mail today as usual, but 
reckon x shall knock off a few letters before folding up. The 
unending crackle of static offers no temptation to readio listening 
and A have nothing of interest for the reading machine at the 
moment, so ± may readily stick to old Dr. Underwood without any 
impulse to divert my attention in other directions. 

It occurs to me that on the sketch of the Jane Miver "ountry, 
tnere are at least two omissions-which 1 shall air mail a^memorandum 
about to Edward's ^hina so they may be inserted forthwith, assuming 
the p otograph of the sketch may reach them this week. One 
omission calls for two words to be inserted beneath the cabin 
at the extreme tight of the sketch, opposite Magnolia. The words 
should be "Brick Quarters", for the -‘agnolia slave cabins are the 
only one of brick in the Parish, and although well over a hundred years 
old, are still occupied by negroes on the place. I think there 
are about 6 or 8 of them, all together, forming a little street. 

Qn the extreme left of the sketch, between Gashmere and Beaufort 
xlantations, the words Bayou Natchez should be inserted, as this 
was tx.e site of ti.e encampment of the "atchez Indians when they 
came over here, after being driven out of the -.dams -ounty area 
by the French in 1729.. Inidentally the present little community 
of rsayou "atchez is dominated by people of wealth, including a 
state senator, and it is possible the presence of the "atchez name 
may have a desireable effect on quickening interest of the 
said residents in the plate, don t you think so. knd so h shall 
send along these notes to ifidward A s ‘'hina, and try to restrain myself 
from adding anything more, although if the thi.ng weren t so crowded 
air ady, A should like to put in the cannon for Golfax? the Natohez 
Trace, which, incidentally crosses the '-ane *iver co ntry at uayou 
Natchez, etf., etc., butit is the salient features which must be 
included and not an endless conglomeration of unmanggeable details. 

If only you may have had a measure of the coparative peace I 
have enjoyed this week end, * shall be so h..ppy for you. 


Monday, «*ay 19th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

now nice to find your air mail in this morning's post. 

It was so good of you to take time out when so pressed 
for time to give me two pieces of news of equal interest, business 
and personal. 

I'm sorry the sketch got such rough treatment in transit, but 
it will not effect ti.e final design on the plate, which is the 
main consideration. As I understand it, the manufacturer must 
of necessity make a new sketch that will fit in more perfectly to the 
limited space of the circle in whioh.it will figure, -nd .in that 
transposition, any imprefeotion that appears in the print may readily 
be eliminated, as remarked above, that is the primary concern in 
this business. Of secondary interest is what if any use the 
.Louisiana and Texas press will make of the prints when, if ever, they 
are offered for illustrations. I had thought of using the original 
sketch in connection with some window display or other, but that 
isn t imperative. But even so, if it should seem desireable, I 
shall sliraply tie a cord or ribbon from side to side and from top 
to bottom, so adjusted as to conceal the cracks, and the presence 
of some gay streak of color across the prosaio black and white 
sufrace of the sketch, may attract the eye of the passer-bye the 
more quickly. I have some pretty blue ribbon which might be used 
to especial advantage, since there will be plates surrounding the 
sketch if actually used in a w ndow display, and the blue of 
the ribi.on against the white of the sketch will harmonize pleas¬ 
antly with the general color scheme of the accompanying plates. 

As for the newspapers, if they use tne photograph of the 
sketch for illustration, they can om4.t the crack when making up 
the block, but even if they sho..ldn t,.it really doesn't matter, 
since newspaper illustrations are notoriously of such poor quality 
that probably nobody would so much as notice the blemish. 

Again let me say how deeply I appreciate your kindness in 
taking time out during such a busy season to acquaint me with 
full particulars, -nd my thanks, too, for giving me the probable 
date on which the prints will be forwarded both to “‘aryland and to 
Melrose. I shall follow up today's air mail to Edward s J hina with 
another w ich should easily reach them well in advance of receipt of 
the print, and at the same time I shall drop Mrs. Boloman a 
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let-ter guaranteeing therebye that she will not pass this way 
next dunuay when Daisey in the Dell is here, for it will be 
easier to handle the Dallas business and the Hew Orleans at 
separate sittings. 

I have knooked out an article, suitable for either the 
Morning "ewe or the Pioayune and shall let Daisey in the Dell run 
through it on Sunday when she is here. If she wants to use it, 

I shall keep it here until she has completed her vaoation, and then 
forward it with an illustration direct to Dallas. In the 
mean time, 1 sha 1 contnot Mrs. noloman and give her a go at 
the thing to be used as a framework on which she oan hang some 
rigaraarole of her own, *nd a third print will go forward 
imraeidately to Helen, in case she wants to use it in conneetion 
with hex column in the .<aco paper, and the fourth I shall 
give to the Editor of the Hatchitoohes limes, but not 
until hearing from ^elen, on the assnfition that her column might 
lend itself readily for re-print by the Hatchitoohes paper. 

It goes without saying, of course, that the Natchitoches limes 
will not be given either print or copy until around the 
1st of July, at the earliest, —perhaps a little later, just before 
Christmas advance advertising begins and so crowds out news items, 
and alsp it goes without saying that t least the first shipment 
of plates must be in Louisiana before the publicity is released, 
Should the Picayune publish it in the Magazine Section, about a 
month will be required, as the Magazine Sections are actually 
printed in St. Louis four weeks ahead of release in Hew Orleans, 

I shall keep the fifth print in the scrapbook to have it to hand 
should some unforeseen request call for the item before one or the 
other copies have been returned, and eventually, if one does oorae 
back, 1 can send said 5th to Hina as a matter of courtesy. 

In view of all the excitement about and around the family 
hearth during the past week, I marvel that you have the strength 
or will to bother yourself with all this business on ray behalf, 

appreciate it all, I have been holding the thought all day 
that following the final Sunday morning of hurly-burly you were 
able to collapse for the balance of the day and indulge in a 
large slice ofsolitude and quiet, 

.The drizzle continue throughout the night. Perhaps a couple 
of inches Of rain fell during the entire period. Ihin gauze like 
clouas veiled the afternoon sun so that a maximum of moisture is being 
absorbed by the earth while the' gourds and dahlias, planted a while 
bach, are up and growing madly. 

•nd once more my thanks for your splendid help in all this 
picture business. If this letter reaohes you before you get ti.e 
prints, please know the delay in posting them will make no 
difference. Let convenience guide you I pray...... 
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.Tuesday, May 20th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

how nice to find your letter in today's post, for it was 
quite unexpected. 

^ ‘ r # 

And may i say thank you a thousand times for the mis¬ 
spelling of Joyous Coast. Like Sister, I could take a prize 
in my spelling, as only you know too well, and in the somewhat 
addled pictures I make of certain words in ray mind, I 
too often fuse a Joyous with a Joyeuse, or simply make some 
outlandish combination of letters that is bound to look even 
more odd in type than i n the men al pictnes, if any, I may 
chance to ha.e when writing. 

I shall always be indebted to y^, if you will call these 
curiosities to ray attention for no one else will and besides, 
while b must admit I have Ao qualms about writing anything whose 
spelliug i know not in correspondence with you, I ..should be 
distinctly shame-faced if A continued the wrong spelling of words to 
others who are more or less on the oasual side of my acquaintance. 

I shall get off a Memorandum, correcting the Joyous Coast 
spelling, so that Edwards China may have it in ample time to 
correot. 

I was so interested in what you found on the pictorial 
may of the State and it is interesting that item should have 
used La Cote Joyeuse spelling instead of the Hnglish. 1 may 
be wrong, but it seems to me in such a case as the present one, 
the -nglish spelling to go with the balance of the spelling on 
the map is on the side of better taste if not in the best 
Harnett I. kane manner of tossing in a *oui" or a "Hon" on 
tne slightest provicatio n further it would seem to me that 
if we used "La Cote Joyeu&e" we would be consistent only if 
we followed-through with such a thing as "La floret 
Nationals de Kisatchie" and that really 0 ught to entitle anybody 
to a crowning with a skillette or the item spelled something 
like that. 

It is said that Dan ^nry is being married today or to orrow 
to some girl he.has been going with for a few years. He claims 
he wants a cook I met her once, and think he got one. I 
believe he got two children to boot, which ought to fit in 
neatly with his nature. 
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Madam regard speaking of a hurried visit to a foot doctor 
the other day, sp6ke of various treatments accorded people who 
suffer from foot difficulties whichoshe and Celeste and J. u . do 
hut which, as 1 pause to knock wood, I may say with thanksgiving 
that 1 do not. What Madam Hegard had to say may or may not 1.6 
of value to anyone who suffers from corns. It seems, according 
to her doctor, or the doctor's assistant, or somebody in the 
office, that one of the best treatments for that difficulty is 
simple enough, --simply put a drop of water on an asperin 
tablet, and apply the resulting paste to the corn, and if 
one is going out, leave the paste on the spot when pulling on one's 
stockings and that within the day, the thing will be cured. 

It sounds a little too simple to be true, but I know nothing about 
wnat oauseus the difficulty to begin with and even less ns to 
what asperin is made of and how the t ing works chemically, and 
so A sell it as I bought it, —for nothing, and without 
guarantee, 

I was surprised to learn from Eeleste yesterday that we 
again have alligators in this area. The Natchitoches Parish Sheriff 
iiarle ^orris', and his wife were driving down this way recently, and 
neart the juncture of the Melrose -Lane with the cement highway* 
at Montrose, they noticed a big old alligator boside the 
road, not far from the brloge at that point over Old River, — 
one time Red “iver before it mo ed to Cane River. It seems 
the only weapon the sherif had in his car was a short handled 
haohet, .Ian intere ting commentary 0n local Law enforcement 
accoutrements, but he couldn t get close enogh to the beast 
to take a lick at him. **e dfd have un iron chain in the 
car i “"andther interesting side light on Sheriff accoutrements, - 
and with it, he tried to lasoo said alligator, but had no luck. 

A t kept opening its gigantic mouth and flipping its ponderous 
tail, but gradually m0 ved backwards, but always facing Mr. morris. 
Eventually it backed itself slap over the embankment, ana so 
disappeared beneath the sufrace of the water w.-.ioh is quite 
oeep at that point, —the place where several soldiers on 
war games here a number of years ago were drowned. 

I'oday's mail was heavy and I had an opportunity to run through 
one or two Items very 3ketchily and so will not forward the letter 
from Laisey in the Lell, who, fortun tely sets June 9th, as a 
date for a visitation, -This wi 1 enable me to e ive her the 
cut for the newspaper, cover,ng the article on Che Cane River 
Plate, and in the mean time I shall try to g et in touch with 
Mrs. ^olowman for a Pioayune one. The suggestions in the 
Shreveport letter are to the point, and 1 shall take up the 
Hearn matter at the appropriate time. Again ray t anks for 
tne assistance on the Joyous Coast business. Isn't it wonderful 
how many errors cau oreap into a matter so limited in possibilities.... 
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Wednesday, “ay List, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

And speaking of Memoranda, a week ago last Monday, when 
I heard Anne Harding and Louis Calhern were going to do 
"The Magnificient Yankee" for Mix Radio the following week, I 
intended calling your attention to the program, but forgot. 

Last Monday night I chanced to glance at the clook just 
on the hour, and although 1 had forgotten what was "cooking", I 
did recall there was something or other I wanted to hear, and 
so was delighted when, at the sound of her voice, I recognized 
ray favorite actress. 

I thought both stars were excellent as “r. and Mrs. Justioe 
Holmes. I had seen Calhern but once or twice on the stage, — 
once in some role in which he played Cesare Borgia, perhaps, 
or possibly it may have been as Hannible with Jane Cowel in 
"The *oad to Rome", or perhaps both, as never was a great 
favorite of m ne although he always seemed adequate, but of 
course little Miss “arding was just as wonderful as over. 

1 hope you heard bbth the play, and especially the final 
return for the curtain call, in which she explained that originally 
when called by the movies to do »rs. a omes, she had at first 
declined, being unaer the impression that "The -*agnifioient 
Yankee" was a baseball story, and at the moment she 
"couldn't quite picture Anne warding on 3rd base". 

*■* 

Today's weather was pure Hpring, with a mighty heavy dew 
last night-that made the arenbourg-Yucca scene a bit dampish 
before the sun really got turned on completely. My morning 
was borken into by three pilgrims, one lady from *ew Orleans, 
the other two from Alexandria, bearing note from jjr. Rand, 
asking me to extend the amenities. They were lovely people and 
I didn't mind the interruption, sinoe they apparantly found much 
in their go-round. I was slightly amused at one observation made 
by two of the ladies. In speaking of the Rands, I inquired 
has to Ellen -Locket was making it, as I hadn't see.n her in 
some time, and we all agreed she had a wonderful personality, 
and I observed that it was after the pattern of her father, for 
she does suggest Ed Hand in many of her ways. fi ut two of the 
ladies agreed that it was true Ed Hand had a strong per sonality, 
but both hastened to say it was to be expected, sinoe it was Just 
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like his father's. Now aotually while lid Rand is quite 
individualistic, with no particular leans in erither side as 
to oharaoter, it must he admitted that if he resembles anybody, his 
personality more closely follow s Blythe s pattern than that of 
his papa, s ut by a couple of little phrases, I took it that 
hr. Rand was the hero in that family for my te uests, a d so I 
just let the whole thing pass. 


i took time out this afternoon to attend to a few little 
matters, such as re-arranging things in the fast expanse that is 
Yucca s attic. I was perfectl delighted to find some fine old 
stationary and Venetian blinds. I guess they wore bout 
six and a half or seven feet in height, i'he Venitiain blinds 
were about the conventional width, something over a foot or foot 
and a half, and the stationary section was double that width. 

I brought down two of the Venetian o es, for end pieces and 
one of the stationary one, for a middle piece. They must be 
of ante bellum workmanship and still bear and ancient green 
paint. This 1 proceeded t6 sandpaper off, not quite finishing 
the job before night caught up with me. I shall eventually 
paint the three sections plain white, put hinges on them, and 
thus will have a pretty ante bellum screen which I need not but 
which may lend a decorative note on the gallery or perhaps 
in the living room if the whim impells me in that direction. 

I’m still days behind on the mail, save all that is casual, 
as for example, the enclosure, which struggled through because 
it could be put "in all mains". *on't you love the "sweet 
surrender" part.' I had to have that-spelled out to me a second 
time, since I had never dreamed of offering myself in that guise 
to passing pilgrims. If only the weeds could talk, I 
reckon they would be ganging up me in a boay to discover 
how anybody ever tripped over any "sweet surrender" 1 stuff in 
the hoe-swinging department. Fortunately the kindly 
gentleman will never hear me sound off on the three youngest 
members of the family whom he seems to love and i seem to loath 
and so in his San Antonio isolation, his peace of mind on 
that score should remain undisturbed. 

I continue wading through "Mr. Lincoln ana his Army" by 
Bruce batin or Uotton or some such, making about a page a 
night, so reaoily does my head start nodding as soon as l 
begin. Up to the present it has been all Army and Battles and 
only a vague glimpse of "Uncle Abe", and carrying little for 
military men and matters, I..find the thing, although well 
contrived, a bit on the tiresome side. But it seems to be 
about all x have to hand at the moment, and "any port in a storm". 


Marie Antpoinette is all of a twitter about the prospects of 
a new sister-in-law, and the more so, probably because she has 
never seen her, and so must turn to me for a word portrait and 
knowing the quality of my inimitable sketches, you can well imagine 
there is much x left wanting when 1 get through. 6 
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Thursday, May 22nd, 1952. 


Memorandum? 

Somehow it seems logical to begin this note by picking 
up where we left off in yesterday's Memo. 

I think I had ended with some reference to ^arie 
Antoinette. At coffee this morning, I -learned of her 
con erenoe with Paynie and Frances from whom she learned that 
in taking unto himself a wife. Ban had also automatically 
begot himself a family, in view of the fact that he has already 
had two children by said wife.One day when high a couple of years 
back, - perhaps a year and .a half, he had spillled this information 
and then, later, being sober, and apparently remembering, proceeded 
through a variety of contemptable means, to make life disagreeable 
for the person to whom he had confided it in a drunken moment. 

It will be interesting to notioe the various reactions 
to this information of mairying a family of his own when, for 
example, the fine feathered kin folk in Baton aouge hear about 
it. It s certainly going to be a field day in Shreveport, of 
co,.rse,~and as I have never mentioned my knowledge of the existence 
of this out-of-wedlock family to a single soul, I shall simply 
sit back and receive the confidences with wide-eyed amazement. 

It seemed to me at the time of her \ eath, the Madam 
should have been spared another twenty years at least. In 
view of the humiliation this business would have brought her, it 
is certainly better she didn't have to live to go through this 
unexpected twist. 

And I must take this opportunity to give Qeleste her due, 
for although she must have been profoundly shocked by the 
swiftness by whioh she found herself possessed of a new sister- 
in-law and a oouple of nieces or nephews, all in one jump, still 
her Impulse toward kindliness impelled her to piok up her 
telephone and congratulate Ban and invite him and his bride 
to come out for dinner or tea whenever convenient for 
him and his wife. ' « 

Because she has been treated so inoondfcfcderately by so 
many of hei in-law», and yet is never failing in coming up 
with forgiveness and apparent forgetfulness of their un¬ 
kindnesses, it sometimes seemB to me her attitude toward 
cruelty in others toward herself is much like little 
Miss Alberta's attitude toward illness, - a kind of blind 
determination that it aotually doesn't exist, and it's all so wonderful. 
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In the field of correspondence, at long last, I had 
an abundant secretariat to lend me a hand and I covered 
many a typed word, for not only did three secretaries 
show up but Dr. Knipmeyer ran through some of the longer 
things with me and kittle King came by and said he 
would love trying his hand at secretarial work, during his 
Jane *iver interlude from Aberdeen, 

I especially invite your attention to the letter 
from Daisey in the Dell. She seems to have included 
a couple of b autobiographical notesthat are interesting, 
jpor iustanoe, in saying that to little Miss Alberta, she 
was probably just "that girl from nammond" suggests that 
Hammond was once her home, and L'm wondering why, for 
Hammond is the heart of the strawberry industry soma 75 miles, 
perhaps, to the northeast of “ew Orleans, and the oenter 
of hill-billy regions par exoellenoe. lou may reoall that 
is was at Hammond that the Buey *. Long newspaper was 
published in the 1930's, "hat in the world aside from 
fiddling with strawberries do you reckon the Garbers were 
doing,in that unlikely plaoe. 

And this is the first time I remember having heard 
anything about a couple of aunts kioking about in the backdrop 
since they are all planning to heat for "homel on June 
9th, I gather from this that the aunts, too, live in Dallas, 
and I am wooderin* if it will eventually turn out that 
Daisey in the Dell lives with her mother and these two 
ladies, - which, if true, - suggests a houseful of 
females that might explain a lot of things in the personality 
of Daisey in the Hell herself. 

D shall write her saying that the morning of June 9th 
Will be alright, but at the same time, I shall make it 
clear that I am not inviting the four of them to break 
bread with mo or with Celeste, If she were a smart girl, 

Daisey in the Dell would park the three ladies in flntchitoches 
for rest and relaxation and food to break their jaunt from 
Lake Charles, and so dash in here alone for 2 or 3 hours 
when we could feed her easily enough and find time for 
a little concentrate literary endeavor, - a possibility which 
seems inordinately remote when three ancient bags are 
milling around in the bushes while Daisey and I_try to concentrate 
on word values and methods of prooeedure It's marvelous 
to me how 1 oan arrange other people's vacations for them with 
such disregard for their wishes and at the same time find 
it impossible to contemplate such a thing as putting foot 
in the big road for myself. But I had better fold 
up along about now, only pausing to voice my a preciation 
to you again for all the nice things being done for me regard 
ing the design and all..... 
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i’riaay, “ay H3rd, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

flow for a little chat in the dark. A storm this after¬ 
noon not only toppled the thermometer but must have blown down 
a tree breaking the hifch power lines. Thus the radio, 
reading machine andlights are having a little respite, but 
old Dr. Underwood j»g*x Jogs along regardless. 

* 

The pilgrimage business is picking up and uefore today's 
rain, I had plenty of them. I suppose people have airways 
tended to head out in the big road by one route and return by 
another, and yet it is only of late I have notioed so many 
of them going "around the cirole, as for example, two groups 
toaay from the Dallas area who said they had traveled southeastward 
through flatchez and across country to “obile and back along 
the Gulf °oast and up this side of the Mississippi. 

One of the visitors, a Mr. Bonnet, had stopped off to 
see Weeks yesterday and found him in a talkative mood but 
obviously a little worse the wear physically. I don't know 
if he implied an alcoholic element obtained, and didn t inquire. 

He said Weeks was making up a list of impossible people 

who couldn't oome to the Shadows, and first on the list was 

one narnett “ane and seoond was Clarence -uaughlin. 1 

think I had better knock off a line to .rfeeks, saying Amen to his 

starter, and comparing notes further, "e might run 

the dnager of conspiracy charges or a combination for the 

restraint of trade, but an exchange of data on the point of 

undesireable pilgrims mi & ht prove helpful to both of us. 

I thought I was sleepy last night but after going 
to bed, 1 discovered I wasn't. Today's storm must have 
al eady been brewing somewhere in the offing for the 
scratching on the radio made listening iraposible, 
although there was no lightening and the air was warm and 
balmy. And so I arose and arranged a little musicals on 
the gallery, with much harpsichord and piano and one big 
orchestra, having fortified myself first with an electric 
fan to discourage insects and a couple of chioken sandwiches 
and a glass of chocolate milk. The bamboo was busy with 
billions of fireflies, all scurrying around with' their little 
lanterns while over in the magnolia, heavy with ivory globes, 
hard by the Chapel, my ola friend, the mocking bird, responded 
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to the first strains of Peter Illyovitoh's Hytcracker, 

and it was all very pleasant, and sleep wasn t long in oatohing 

up with me in en nest. 

J. H. flew up to Memphis Inst night to attend some 
meeting of a Federal -otton Board. He will probably fly 
back, tonight, and will not be too enchanted with the rain, 
which up to now, and it is still drizzling, amounts to 
about an inch, ± should ima & ine. I believe one reason why 
planters prefer heavy rains before planting and none afterward 
isbecaiise of the effect of rain, not on the stem or leaves of 
the plant but rather because ample surface water at the 
early stages 'of the growing period inauces the root system 
to spread out around the stem just below the surface of 
the earth instead of standing a tap root straight down into 
the ground as its so rce of moisture. The spreading of the 
roots, of course, tends to subject them to damage when 
the hand hoeing and the tractor cultivation gets under way, 
and then later in the season, should a prolonged dry period 
develope, as it likely, the root system just below the surface 
gets less moisture than would be the case were a generous 
tap root present to plumb deep into the soil. 

I understand -taynie and Frances' have gone to the hospital 
in Alexandria for another rest. Why they prefer a hospital to 
home or some resort, 1 know not. t suppose perhaps one element 
in the decision may be the scandal currently rocking the town. 

1 know not if they have seen their new sister-in-law, niece and 
nephew but assume they have not, for it seems odd that having 
lived in a small town for the last 25 years, they and nobody 
else seeme to knbw the new sister-in-law who, until quite 
recently, has been a resident of the same place. 

The name was June Walrasley. 

All day I have been holding the thought the weather 
may be fare in Manhattan and therebye make dashing about to 
Kodak and the Host Office f the eas.er,. *ut if rain or 
other circumstances haven t been oo-operative, I hold another 

thought with equal vigor,-that you aren't bothering with the 

business at hand until things have cleared and smoothed ot 
a bit. It's so good of you to handle all this business, 
it would be impossible for me to convey any notion of 
houw grateful my heart beats hammer out their message of 
(.ppreciation.... * ^ 




Sunday, May 25th, 1952. 

' 


Memorandum: , 

A heavy shower about 2 o'clock this morning, followed by 
full su shine all day, brought a duplication of yesterday's 
weatner and much spurting of greenery all over the place. 

Before the sun had k penetrated the curtains of mist this 
morning, I marched up the road to make a little round in 
anticipation of crowds that might be up that way for the ball game 
during the afternoon at the honkeytonk and a swing-out tonight. 

Three of the grandiflora trees had huge candle-like buds, about 
to unfold, and 1 thought it wiser to remove them forthwith, not 
only to let the strength expended in making seeds go back into 
the luxuriant growth of the limbs, but at the same time to save 
any marauders from succombing to the.demptation of collecting 
a fine and fragrant bouquet. On ray return, I tried something 
I had never attempted before, and it worked. X had brought 
three or four of the tightly dosed buds back with me, and 
as they had been broken ofi short, they were possessed of stems not 
exceeding a quarter of half an inoh, whioh looked si3ily enough, 
what with the buds being several inches in length, I put 
some water in some little squat wine glasses and stood the 
buds so the embryo stems would touch the water and the bud itself 
rest on the rim of the glass, and place each on a side table and 
one on the bidet. To my surprsie and delight, all of them began 
making motions within half an hour, and within a couple-of hours, 
each had unfolded completely, their petals flat down to the 
surface on which the glasses rested, and oovering them completely 
It seems to me X have heard some mention having tried such a 
thing, but without any luck. I reckon today's vent* venture 
turned out alright befiause by ooincidenoe, eaoh bud chance to 
be just at that stage when, had it remained on the tree, it 
would have opened as soon as the sun had struok it. Be that 
as it may, both the living room and boudoir are brimming over 
with a heady perfume aud while the occasional tables look 
a little weighted down with such heavenly burdens, the effect 
i8 altogether striking and pleasant. 

The pil & rimage- business, lathough not brisk, is sufficiently 
active and yesterday X was glad to weloome a couple of maiden 
ladies from town, —old friends of the Madam, - the sisters 
Tausin. They brought four or five ladies with them, and one of them 
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turned out to be a friend of Robina's, and that made it doubly 
pleasant. They had stopped off to do Beaufort on their way down, 
and as they arrived here about 12:30, I have no idea when they 
thought plantation people eat, or, since it must have been approach¬ 
ing 3 when they got baok to town, I wonder when they themselves 
usually break, bread. Like so many others, non-residents of 
the plantation region, perhaps they think plantation people 
don p t eat anyway and merely spend their lives lolling on the 
front gallery, fortified by mint julifis . 

Oddly enogh, although the siscers Tausin .know everyone in 
town who were friends of the ^adara, neither a£ them had 
ever spen or heard tell of the Melrose Plantation plate and 
expressed much impatienoe to obtain three, which they did. 

I haven't seen any of the clippings but am told several 
Louisiana papers are carrying notices that a man of color is 
entering his candidaoy for election as a member of the School 
^oard in the Parish of Ratohitoohes. Re is Reynald Priedman 
whose wife was of the old mulatto gentry family of Scbiette, 

They live on the opposite bank of ^ane ^iver about a 
mile or so up the road, not far from la Balthazar. I 
know both husband and wife, —she teaches at St. Mathew's sohool, 
but have no idea as to his qualifications, although they would 
have to be mighty poor if they were worse than those possessed by 
some of the current hill billy Board members. Reynald is 
a descendant, - son or grandson, of one of the non-Aryan 
Priedraan gentlemen, living in the Bayou Ratchez area, not far 
from Beaufort. I always laugh in my beard, as I may have remarked 
before, when I think how crazy the Ku Kluxers would be, and 
perhaps are, when in Reynald, who attends St. Augustin with his 
wife, they encounter in some single package a multto, a 
Gatholio and a Jew. How the firey crosses ought to flame at 
that one. " • 

I made a foresome at dinner next door and for dessert we 
had cake that had been presented to J. R. yesterday by Sister 
who stopped at the store but didn't honor any one else, which, 
if I may say so, brought vast satisfaction to all, —including 
herself, .1 hope. 

I have made a few inimitable sketoh, as only T can scrawl, 
with a view to getting something suitable by way of a plate that 
will serve as a souvenir for the centenary celebrantion of something 
or other at at. Augustin's next June, or rather June of 1953. 

I am fiddling with the portrait of Grandpere, the Church and a 
dab of ^ane River but haven t achieved any satisfactory result as 
yet, but T shall have it shortly andhavo no doubt the ultimate 
product every mulatto attending the pow-wow next summer will 
want one, and.perhaps some white folks, too. Rut how soon'this 
chnt played out. 
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Monday, May-i6th, 1952.' 


Memorandum: 

And so let's talk about a plate for "Grandpere". 

And that suggestion is made on the assumption that you 
have regained your composure, lost when you attempted, futilely, 
to make head or tail out of the attached inimitable rough sketoh. 

The first big tax on your imagination is to assume the 
sketch is more or less round, ^'he next thing is to envision 
a modified reproduction of Grandpere's portrait slap in the 
middle of the plate. - 1 - am getting a good photograph without 
my presence appended from Mrs. nolloraan. 

about a third of the way u p from the bottom of the 
portrait, we might have dane River, in a curve, out aoross the 
background. 

Going slap to the top, we would have a tiny sketch of 
Grandpere's original home, with the notation: 

"Montrose Plantation — Augustin "‘etoyer —1768 - 18 whatever." 

You may recall * got Glemenoe to paint a picture of that 
house in w ich she once lived. i t looks like Melrose without the 
towers. It ought to delight the descendants to see it. Actually 
the name of the plantation wasn't Montrose, but I think that name 
will due nicely. 

Then, slap at the bottom a sketoh of the residence of Louis 
Metoyer, the joint builder of the Ghuroh The notation will read 
"Louis ^etoyer — Melrose Plantation 17— - 1832". 

Melroep wasn't called -^elrose during his life time but 
that doesn t matter, and we shall use Yuooa for the sketoh of 
the mulatto plantation home. 

Then to the left side of the portrait we might enter the 
words, not like those on the original sketch, but so as to 
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run something like this; 

m^iuaiiaxxjixajMxxxxxx 

"Church of St. Augustin, 

Melrose, Louisiana, 

irora the portrait of 
Augustin “‘etoyer, 

celebrated in Lyle ^axon's novel, 

'Children of Strangers'". 

Either just above this wording should be a motif of a 
crossed brush (for portrait) and pen (for novel) 

To the right of the portrait might rn this legend: 

"St. Augustin's Church, 2 

built by the 

brothers Metoyer, f.ra. o. in 18149, 

Dedicated in 1853. 

Re-built in 1917. 

Its centenary observed 
in 1953. 

•l i of a 01088 .either above or below this note, would 

balance the crossed pen and brush on the opposite side 

o ■ . J T ^ v 

W ill rtO”* such a business. Celeste 

randpere and the sketch and photo of Graudpere's house and of Yucca, 

. . 07911 though it will have to be corrected, it will be 

mv P ^iL y0U / in 9Ventua11 * 10 turn this rough! layout for 
y guidance, plus any suggestions you may have, i-'he elaborate 
Plans for the centenary celebratioi a year from June are dUeadv 
80 have ample time to fiddle with this' * 

while cracking the whip over Corpus Chrlsti and Robk Hill. 

. M rs. Holloman s letter in today's post is enclosed and it 

The™ a h dav £ or Te =n y f °I ?» 1 ^'kCnlhTpho^os'may 

and 4 .?°' ?? d 1 can S et h&r bus y on the Picayune 

nd j.imes( Shreveport) articles for the Cane River Country thing. 

ne«,« Th L!^^ her , iS ra ^ r I Qlous ’ everything jumping and not much' 

0 nnt <j returned from the hospital today, reported the Wenks 

s ent Saturday evening with the Hands, -not with Hr .and i 1 

a!d w thlnJf?«n. PlanB t0 h#ad ° Ut f ° r * *° liG ° U U * ando Ial9 ’ 


Tuesday, May 27th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Friday letter in today's post. 

I'm sorry you have had such a heotic week, but am 
holding the thought you caught a bre ther over the week end. 

And don't worry about the non-glossy prints. I believe 
Edward's °hina will be a ble to operate in its preliminary 
stages satisfactorily with the one you forwarded and I,haven't 
a doubt the glossy one will reach them in ample time to 
bridge all gaps in time and production. Besides, we "don't 
have to oatoh a train", and should the delay result a little, 
not a particle of harm will be done. The important thing is 
that they received the likeness of the sketoh, and the rest 
can be made to fit in nicely in all good time. 

And speaking of mail, the package you mentioned as 
going forward to me on the same day as your i'riday letter will 
no doubt arrive in tomorrow's post. I am glad you 
advised me as to how the photograph came out. Isn t it nice that 
the crack aoross the design didn't show. I'm sure the 
print will provide selling appeal for the Baldwin-Garber-Holloraan 
editors and'if and when the articles get printed, they ought 
to do much to oreate interest in the plate, --and, as I have 
notioed on other subjects, the Interest in the matter will 
be quickened many a- time in subseque t months, long after 
the article has been read and forgotten until the reader is 
confronted by the actuality 0 what he has seen in print, so 
that the effect of such notices vibrates long after the 
day it appears in print. < 

Although I read a rs. Holloman's letter hurriedly, I gather 
she may be expected to pass this way before he end of the 
week. I wrote her suggesting that she make it one of these days, 
and not later than the first week in June. That will give 
her a week or so to get her version typed and sent along 
to the Picayune by the middle of the month, and as four weeks 
are required to get the Magazine Section through the presses, 
that ought to bring the thing about right for coinciding with 
the delivery of the plates. So far as I am concerned, it 
will be equally satisfactory if the Picayune article should 
not appear until September or October, which would probably 
be ideal. 

AS for Daisey in the Hell, scheduled for appearance on 
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Wednesday, May 2&th, 1952, 


June 9th at this hend of the river, and armed with 
a print and'an article, already completed hut undoubtedly 
slated for a few Garber touches before going to the Lallas 
Morning Hews, that paper should have it easily by July and 
any time after that they carp to publish it will be fine, although 
I have slanted the article with a view to appealing to the 
.travel Editor since by now, following the Melrose article, 
he ought to know that scads of Lallas-i’ort Worth readers of 
his fine paper incline to explore this region regularly, and 
so should find the article of particular interest. I 
shall request ^rs. aolloman not to submit her rendition for the 
Shreveport limes until mid July but 1 have advised 
Helen her a tide can be published any time, and I am hoping 
it may appear in June or early July so I may use it to 
give to the Hatchitoches limes for re-print, since it will probably 
be better done than any of the others. 

I’m glad you like the idea of using the original sketch 
for display purposes in connection with the release of the plate. 

I think I shall perhaps use the Jane Hiver or rather the ..elrose 
Plantation sketch in connection with the Cane ^iver Country 
plate, should The Villiage shop in Alexandria want it at the 
time Natchitoches is using the other. 

In the realm of society, it is my understanding that 
t e feride and gooom were callers across the fence last night 
and the elder of the two ladies reporting the visit this morning 
observed that everyone seemed more or less "ill at ease", which, 
under tne circumstances, I reckon, would be-quite understandable. 

The day was cloudless up until a out first dark when a "scattered 
sprinkle" developed. Last week's rains had an adverse effect on 
the haying which is currently in full swing, what with 
half a thousand cabtle to be fed next winter, Ben remarked that 
he wished the rain would hold off for a few more days, and I 
found myself thinking of how lucky is such an absentee land¬ 
lord as 'Carolyn, sitting up in Washington, unmindful of 
local whimsies of tie weather, and wondering if she has the 
type of tenant farmer on her place to worry about cattle eating 
too much green clover in May and anticipating needs for ample bales 
of hay along ab ut January and February. Something tells 
a place t e size of Carolyn's isn't going to prosper much for 
her own benefit when left to the care of tenants, 

I intended saying above that 1 agree with you regarding 
the desireability of reproducing a finished plate, if the 
newspapers will give spaoe for two illustrations. I think 
Helen or Mrs. Holloman may concur, and either of them might 
have a shot made of the finsiished producted, and if so we 
shall borrow the negative. Otherwise we might wait unti}. all 
three items, currently cooking are available, to be caught in the 
same film. But 1 must stop for now but again my thanks for 
all the nice tings you have undertaken for me. 


Uemornadum: 

How nice to find your two packages in this morning's 
post. 

Both traveled in perfect condition, thanks to your 
expert wrapping, and not a bend or crease was to be noticed 
in either, so far as the outside was concerned. I have not 
opened the larger one as yet, but have explored the contents of 
the smaller, and found everything there so perfect, not only 
as to the actual photographic work but also the 
further example of your thoughtfulness in having enclosed 
the extra envelopes for mailing, that I am filled with 
gratitude to you for all these latest manifestations of 
all imaginable matters in my behalf, and this in spite of 
the hectic week through which you were passing. Somehow 
the plain word. Thanks, seems so inadequate, and yet I know 
you realize it wells up straight from the bottom of my heart. 

And because of your having provided me with the extra 
mailing envelopes, I was able to address one to ^elen forthwith, 
and thus send it out by the same mail to ^elen who accordingly 
should have it about Friday at the latest, which will..afford her 
an opportunity to contemplate it over the week end, if at home, 
and perhaps inspire her to do a feature article, —let us hope, -- 
which, while cutting scant amounts of ice in Waco or among 
Waco readers,, save as a story, may well serve as a subtle 
advertising medium, if copied by Louisiana papers. 

The drizzle continued all night and al4 day today, and 
is still .coming down gently. The weather bureau says 
Shreveport as two and a half inches and Aelxandria one inch. 

As we are in between, I suppose we are getting about an inch and 
a hal#»d all this detail rega ding the weather situation is 
to give you some concept of the dampness of things on the day 
the humming birds decided to put in their appearance, Naturally 
the floral buffets provided'but so^gy fare for our newly 
arrived feathered guests, aud so, in my role of Grover Jhalen, 

I immediately dusted off the glass feeding bottles, refurbished 
them with honey, and in five minutes the travelers were 
standing in line, proving for the billionth time in th t 
non-human beings are ever ready to adjust themselves with 
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vast adapability | to aids set forth by man for their con¬ 
venience. I don t know how much,intuitIve power a humming 
bird may pdsses.s, but X shouldn t be surprised if in his 
dampened, hungry condition, he was projecting a thought wave 
of gratitude in the general direction of Lyme. 

What with the dampness makin out of door pursuits 
impracticable, it seemed to me an excellent opportunity to 
make use of the shelter of the Yucca gallery to have another go 
ut sandpapering the blinds which are be contrived into a 
screen, hut before X had e one very far, the nark nuke 
passed this way and took over the business with exoert 
hand. *nd thus the dark green paint gradually di S appeared 
and the wood colored base emerged. X procured some white 
paint, and on the morrow, the nark Duke threatens to return to 
give me a hand at slapping on the paint. Personally I 
think painting blinds, especially the ones with shutters that 
are stationary, rather difficult, what with the paint having 
a tendency to move under its own steam toward the edges but 
Lo b has assisted me in doing those on three sides of the 
ohapel, and he accomplished that undertaking with much 
dexterity and neatness, and X reokon his s±a splash in the 
direction of the screen will be equally artistic. 

It was a pleasure to chat with him, for the 
x^ark ~uke has a fine sense of fcumor, and without knowing 
it, he fesquently scrambles his words just enough 
to make them doubly effective, For instance, he was talking 
about some colored bag who is cooking at one of the 
local camps on week ends, ^e said that before the season 
n is half over she will probably not bo thus employed, — 
she have so little sense and aln t got any understanding 
o, how to treats people, and one of these days she'll be showing 
how disreepectable she can be to white folks". 

Thu’s far this week I have received.four let ers from 
various sections, according to the cancellations, written by 
people who have probably passed this way recently, since each 
expresses some form of appreciation for the privilege of 
a tour, but in each case no address, either on envelope or 
letter, gives any hint as to point of origin, and while 
I probably called the different ones by name when intorductions 
were exchanged, I have long since forgotten the identity of 
each. When addresses are 6 iven, I, of course make it a 

aok -” ow J-®^ e thQ letter but I certainly don't have to 
S°H t ^ W i th SU S it0m8 whon thQ address is omitted 
has fadedf^ b9tWQQn the name and mera0r y of, the personality 

ii * ent a J Q «P last night, but after all 

, had been extinguished, I was entrance at the sight of 

S ; illng bn0k and forth ’ his lantern all aglow 
along, the tester above my recumbent figure Tf ■, 

note to slide out on from consciousness to’dr aras" h a plea8nt 
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Thursday, M ay 29th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

And so the rains eased off but the drizzles continued 
until.he middle of the afternoon. 

I shouldn't say it was ideal weather for painting but 
the -Dark *uke oame early this morning and under the shelter of 
the front’gallery, put the primer coat on the three sections of 
tie soreen. The forecast is for warmer weather tonight and so 
perhaps he will be able to get the second coat on tomorrow, after 
which the hinges can be put on and the new soreen will be 
"all sot" with no especial place to put it, so far as X am 
concerned. Still it will make a pretty objeot, perhaps for the 
gallery, and besides, it isn t being made for thiB particular 
season but for another whenw 8 shall be able to use it to 
advantage. 

And speaking of screens, I'm wondering if I have mentioned 
what an 0vr) 08 ite service from what it was intended the one of 
the Louisiana contry has in my boudoir. X have it standing 
between the old Gayoso iron safe in the corner leading to 
the bath and Grandpere's qIoca, standing by the door on the 
gallery, designed to obliterate the trash that has a way 
of accumulating on the marble top of the ohest of drawers 
stationed at that point. You may recall that on the wall 
above the iron safe stands or rather hangs little Miss 
Alberta's portrait of ''iotoria. As portraits go in 
this house, it is perhaps the least interesting of all,'and 
I keep it there simply because Dong and Deter sometimes like to 
pass this way and sit for a while and look at mama., ^ut 
pilgri s who will pass up Father and ^on, Grandpere and all 
the rest without so much as a glanoe will unexpectedly manifest 

a fascination, _ostensibly, - 7 ]or Victoria's portrait. It is 

usually so obvious that it isn t their interest in the*portrait at 
all but merely their consuming^curiosity to discover what is 
behind the screen that I ha £ e now reached the point that 
I ,ust laugh when someone starts cdgeing in that direction and 
knock them down by recommending that they pay no attention to 
Viotoria, who wont mind, but inviting them to look at the 


\ 
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imposing assortment of things concealed by the screen, i'hree 
bags were here the other day and l followed that line when one 
of them started to nose in Victoria's direction. She 
greedilygtuck out her neck and after talcing a good gander, said 
she didn t find anything of interest there. 

"Yes, Mammie," retorted one of her corapanioxis,"but you 
know perfectly well you would never have given us a minutes 
peace for tne rest of the day if you had not had the opportunity 
to satisfy your curiosity." 

And to that 1 added a silent "Amen", and was (| glad 1 didn't 
have the prospect of an entire "balnce of the ( day' with such a 
bag, The next time somebody digs up a baby's steelgton, 

I should perhaps make use of it "behind that curtain , which, 
at least, would give the bags more of a start than they are hoping 
to find. 

Locally we are on the verge of a series of afternoon and 
evening entertainments, - bridge parties-and heaven knows what 
all, and Geleste is inclined to bo rather jittery, what with 
all the things to be considered, - if the weather is going to be 
fine, if there will he adequate supplies of magncilias and 
gardenias, etc., etc., ad infinitum ad nauseufl. In t.e 
raindst of a torrent of such speculations this morning, she did 
digress momentarily to say that she had to stop in at the gift 
shop in town yesterday and was told that a couple of ladies had 
just left the place, searching for the ^elroso Plantation .plate. 

“he was asked about the prospects of anyone in town ever being 
able to secure them for public sale. It's pleasant to know 
there is a demand. I have about made up my miud I shall hold 
the - 1 elrose Plantation Plate for a time, releasing the Cane 
Biver “ountry one first. After the initial saturation of 
the.market with the latter. It seems to me the Plantation 
one could be eased onto the market so it oan be offered 
as an excellent companion piece to the other, and probably, because 
it has been comparatively difficult to get, will be snapped up 
the more readily. 

Eventually 1 finished "Mr. Lincoln and His ■army 1 ', and discovered 
the title to be a fraud, i'he books should hage justly been 
entitled "General McClelland and his Army of he Potomac" which 
was actually the only thing the book was about, but I 
suppose some smart publisier figured the flame of the 
President would tend to sell the book whereas his unsuccessful 
military commander of 1862 would have excited nobody's interest. 

The mails are thin, the secretaries thiok, and so the 
week npprnoches its close. Do hope it holds in promise a quiet 
week end for you.... 


J Jfxiday, May 30th, 1962, 


Memor andum: 

how nice to find your grand letter of Monday in today's post. 

1 am so b lad you had an opportunity to turn through a staok 
of unread papers over the week end, and while that may not 
represent complete relaxation, it suggests you had a couple 
of moments in which you could escape »X from the hum-drum of 
having to remain indoors on a rainy week end. 

As usual, your information regarding the death of Prances 
Benjamin Johnston was the first inkling I had had of that 
event. As time goes on, I reokon I could begin to work up 
some kind of a superstition about Leath knocking on the door of 
more than one acquaintance within a limited period.' Little 
Miss Alberta, —Prances Benjamin Johnston, the Madam and 
Mr. Bachelior, —which is pure coincidence, of course, but it does 
strike one with force when one stops to try pinning the events 
within a limited time zone. The only joker in that-superstition 
is the confirmation o. the rule b,, an exception, for there 
are a number of people of clor in this area whom Lr. Wenk has 
killed..off, so to speak, within tow or three days of each other, 
and they have all proved him a quack at predictions by simply 
refusing to fold up their pbeards. 

I didn't see J, u, tonight at supper, as he is reported to 
be detained-on business in Alexandria, but i shall probably 
see him at dinner on Sunday and I shall ohide him for not having 
told me about the death of ''his friend". I may have mentioned 
that he once oalled on Madam benjamin at her Bourbon Street 
res dence in the Orescent Gity, and how b he explained that he 
was most cordially received because he had been foresighted enough 
to present the lady with a fifth of whiskey on his arrival, but, 
kinddingly, he razzed me about my unpopularity with the lady, saying 
she didn't at all like the letter 1 had written her, telling 
her not to bother keeping any ifl of the promises she had made 
the Madam and me the year before. 

One of the things the Sahara was forever quoting was Lyle's 
admonition that she would be sorry if she ever invited "S. B." 
to “*61rose, and then, as though to prove it, he himself dragged 
her here for a ten day stretch, leaving us to hold the bag while 
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he, after the first three days, journeyed back to hew w rleans 
by ambulance, with a fine case of ^elerium Tremens. I-have 
probabiy mentioned that Aurellia, then the house girl, was soared to 
death of that. lady", whom when, out of the Adam's hearing, she 
invariably referred to as "la Barbe , for Madam Johnston waved 
her long handled, old fashioned razor, while shaving her chin in 
the direction of ■“urellia, when the latter ina vertently p. ssed 
through her room when "a. B." was in the midst of taking off her 
long beard. 

I shall always be indebted to her for the question she 
put to me when i received her on the front a allery of the big 
house at a a.m., on her initial visit, loaded down with dozens 
of suitcases, cameras, an electric fan, a percolator and 
the ^ord knows what other plunder. I extended a salutation of 
greetings and said if she would follow me up the stairs 1 
would show her to her room and bat^h. It was then she put 
her foot down and said, in spite of all the aggage I was weighted 
ion with! -"Before! take the first step, X .St to Z Just 
.what your position in this household is. 

But in view of all the circumstances obtaining at that 
strange hour, 1 simply brushed that one off by saying: 

"Frankly, Miss Johnston, I have been here for years on end. and 
I, personally haven t discovered the answer to your• question as yet 
but if it 8 all the same to you, we might let the whole thing go 
until morning when both of us may solve the riddle to our mutual 
satisfaction." 

That showed what a fool i was, for "S. B." never in her life 
saw the morning at ^elrose, since the aroma of coffee permeating the 
air from the fireotion of her section of the house was never 
oetected before 4 o'clock in the afternoon, and it was fortunate 
the sun set was late in those July days, or she never would have 
snapped a wane ^iver photograph. 

for America's most extraordinary lady photographers 
*£2 0f the centur y* I'm 6 lad I fc new her but am 

thankful i shall never have to encounter her again, and, I hope. 

I shall never have to brush up against the lady said to be her counter¬ 
part, one Frances tarkingson ^eyes. 

The enclosures spea*. for themselves. x he dizzy x/aisey in the Bell 
svL h h r Q n ° tQ ; ? ai£ - es her advent a matter of'guess and speculation. 
ne has just learned it is further from Melrose to .Dallas than she 
had supposed, which seems odd, and what with the iielorse 

discuss, the proposed article for the Balias -orning 

nlus’be? 9 r ! ad i ng of Alice Walworth’s book and all, 

it °, b !, re 1 c ! iced awd perhaps a couple of aunts, — 

it sounds a„ though tne 15 minute sitting or whatever, ought to be 
fairly filled, especially if a couple of pilgrims are tossed in for 
gooa measure. 


Bunday, June 1st, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

now nice to find your Wednesday Air -‘ail in Saturday's 
post. And for the billionth time, may i say thanks to you again 
for having dispatohed the glossy prints, which undoubtedly will arrive 
in Monday's post,,.and may I thank you an equal number of times for 
your amazing and extraordinary help, as demonstrated by your question 
regarding "Oak lawn", and at thd same time, may 1 say thanks, too, 
for the delicious little vignette you gave me of how things are 
turning in your neighborhood. 1,-want t. re-read the letter, for 
there was one paragraph which was garbled for me because of an inferruptio 
n bout a broken dish, - could it have been a plate, and if so, don t 
'worry about it. 


You hadn't mentioned the 
I am always interested in ews 
thettre triokets a wonderful 
whom they were given. * have 
she would prefer to share the 
than a lady from Lyme, and I 
or no, the choice of the gift 


brithday frolic of the girl friend, and 
from that quarter. 1 think the 
idea, and especially for the person to 
a feeling I know that of all people 
theatrical sitting with is none other 
hope that may eventuate, but whether 
for her, I think, was simply grand. 


And as 1 lean on you so heavily for setting me straight on 
all sorts of things, may 1 again refer to the Oak Lawn business. 

I am astonished at your wonderful keen mind in catching this, if 
ideed, it is a oatoh, as is probably the case, unless, by chance, 
Friend “'-*o 1 l muy have rad® a slight error, —and your 
question arriving at just this moment is so perfectly timed, since 
it affords me an opDortunity to check on the matter and make the 
correction ™^en the manufacturer s sketch arrives, which, I suppose, 
will be in a day or two. There are three plantations in the area 
or perhaps four, which are oonfueingly similar, - and all Bxudhomme 
places, —■Live Oak, Oak Wood Oak L a wn and Oakland, and while it 
is no wonder they are readily inter-changed, it is quite possible 
that even the -trudhorames and Gloutiers get them mixed up now and then. 
What with Beth Williams Cloutier being the historian of the tribe, 
i telephoned her for two things when I wn«» out the original 

drawing on my own hook. First 1 asked her the name of 
the present Alphone Prudhomrae place, —the Phanor Trri*>''Nmme of 
"0Id Loci a*ana" and of the Bostell opus. She declared that to be 
Oak Lawn, but it is quite possible she was just as wrong as she 
could be, Lext L asked her for a snapshot of Beaufort, whioh she 
promised to bring me next day, and hasn't shown up with as yet. I 




From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ #M~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5193 


tiV U'<1 


5494 


simply went ahead on making the sketch, drawing on ">v faulty memory 
as best I could for the details, and I guess it turned out about right. 

The Alphonse (Phano?) Pmdhn^raes do not hav* a telenhone, but 
I Bhnl" run ut> there tomorrow and asked, them if they knw the name 
oi ti.eir plantation, and i hope they do, and I shall be guided by 
what they themselves eay. In the mean time ray thanks for bringing 
up this matter, for naturally I want the thing to be as correct as 
possible, 

uirs. Owens, Blythe's sister-in-law, was gaining her strength back 
so fast that the Bands planned a big pow-wow~at the campe for the 
entire week end, and among their guests was to be included a lady, 
recently accursed with faulty vision, who is unable to & et herself 
adjusted to a "sweet-surrender", to quote old Ban ^ntonio, - and 
she was to be bounced into my lap, Blythe visited "rs. v wens early 
Saturday morning at the hospital, found her wonderfully improved, and 
then headed up this way with a caravan of food and week end plunaer and 
two or three servants to lend her a hand in making preparations. 

Dr. Hand telephoned an hour after Blythe had left home to say his 
sister had just died, and So I went over to the campe to 
convey the news which was to knock out the frolic but completely, 

I suppose the funeral may be today or tomorrow, we have heard nothing 
further, however. 


Monday, ^.une 2nd, 1962, 


And may 1 thank you 
regarding the burial of 
she must have shaved off 
only 88 summers, for, as 
v l siting uelr 08 e, which, 
‘about 1944, I don't see 
but it is remarkable tha 


for passing along the additional news 
"S. B." Johnston. •orae to think of it, 
a few years to get-an obituary giving her 
I recall,^she passed for being 86 when 
if memory further - serves correctly, was along 
as it makes a particle of difference, 
she could have been so active and so 


"haggish" at such an advanced age. 

It was "Bomb Sunday" at today's dinner, with the ‘'enke being 
here in force, sister wanted three dozen -*elrose Plantation plates, 
and I had them for her. If she gives as companion pieces the Cane 
Biver Country plate to all who have received the Plantation one, she 
will just about exhaust the first 24 dozen as initially ordered. 

I believe 1 sent you the Bdward's *hina letter on Friday night. 
On receipt of It; I immediately air-mailed the Copyright Offioe in 
"ashington, asking for appropriate forms to be filled Out and filed 
for copyrighting the design. Bdward's China was quite right 
about scant need of copyright, so far as pirating is concerned, but 
Bdward's doesn't know of possible publicity that may slant the thing 
so that, as semeitraes happens in the case of the x lantation items, 
some people want it for the personalassociation, and the publicity 
may enhance that tendency, and so I shall go ahead regardless, if 
Waehin L ton will be-stir itself to the point of not holding up pro¬ 
duction through laok of supplying information. Again ray thanks 
for the gr nd letter and blessings on you. 


Memorandum: 

I had thought I would knoek omt quit# a staek of mail 
last night, aftor our littls shat, but the typewriter ribbdn 
jumped the traek, and se I suspended all operations on the 
Underwood and did a bit of radio listoning instead. 

And thus 1 hoard tho announoement of John Dewey's death and 
it brought bask momorioa of leetures 1 had hoard him doliw an* 
whilo 1 novei understood tho man's theories very well, 
him to bo an oxooptional person. Only last week I sandwiohod in 
one of his philosophieal volumes between "Mi. Lineoln and *is Army , 
hut as several times in the past, I found that his phraseology 
was sueh for my typo of mind, that I usually lost the moaning 
af hi a sentences by getting tangled up h in his word combinations. 
Gome to think of it, I suppose one of the most remarkable things 
about Shineee and Jewish philosophy is the fast that so mueh 
of it is sot forth with sueh elarity and simplicity.that ho 
who runs may road", and Dr. Dewey, to my way of thinking.- 
occupied an opposite polo, in that i spent so much mental effort 
trying to comprehend his ideas that I quickly bosame mental 
exhausted, and so lost most if not all of tho vital points 
ho undoubtedly was establishing. 

I used to think, and still do, that if high school children 
must struggle with Gaosar, Oieexe, Virgil and tho rest in 
original ■‘•atin, it would bo so much better if they were given 
in the child's native tongue a year or two before being tossed 
into tho mysteries of tho syntax and eonstruetion of the original 
so tho ehild would at least have some notion at what the 
subjeet matter was about before having to grapple pretty mueh 
in the dark not only with tho strange language and its eonstruetion 
but tho subjoet matter as well. 

1 have road several essays on tho Dewey theories and yet I 
still require someone to set them forth in simple laguago for me, 
bo that after earn rehending what they are all about, 1 might 
bo able to undertake an exploration of the eriginal Dewey 
writings and ovotually understand them a little. 

But today'8 big nows, of o our so, was tho supreme w ourt a 
dooision that *r. x ruman did not have the inherent powers to 
take over tho stool industry. That, of course, is an opinion but 
it seems to mo it hinges simply on whether a suffieiontly dangerous 
state of world affairs merited tho seizure, and obviously tho ^ourt 
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thought matters weren t sufficiently grave to warrant the ^residential 
mote. *ut 1 believe historians of American ''overnment pretty much 
agree that the powers of the •'resident are pretty mueh a matter 
of interpretatien and that almost anything can he effected by 
an executive, at least as a try, with the ultimata deciding 
faster resting about equally in the hands of the «ourt and the 
people. With the decision being 6 to 3, it is obvious the 
three momebers thought the situation called fox ^residential inter¬ 
vention, and i suppose in future cases along parallel lines, it will 
remain for the “ourts again and again to make the decision and that 
the curb against the possibility of Presidential possibilities 
will not be imposed until after the act has been made. 

On the home front, the cook went to town to eonsult the ldy 
doctor who found a 240 blyed pressure and sent her home to bed for 
a week. 1 hope she deesn t ever cook here again as she is 
a slovenly bag a d what tho ne.roes, remarkably free from the use 
of 4 and 5 letter words, describe as "Jus 1 a plain son of a bitch". 

Y. C.’s mama, Juanita, is filling in for a week or so and 
everybody seems entranced at her efforts whioh we knew in 1946, prior 
to the birth of a offspring which foreed her to give up extra¬ 
domestic duties beyond the confines of her own hearth. 

The weather is wonderfully hot and, thanks to last week's dampness, 
things arc growing by leaps and bounds. Belatedly and at long 
last, the first cape jasaraine unfolded it's lovely petals todgy. 
it was on the big old bush hard by the chimney en Dr. Miller s 
cabin. Tonight it dances gaily here en my desk, making a ned "to 
every tap of the machine and shedding a fragrance that seems to 
out de everything ef Andalusia and Araby all rolled into one. It 
has longed seemed to me that the first flowers ef any variety to bleem 
at their partieular season held a fragranoe that is fresher than 
subsequent ones en the same bush or tree as the season advances further. 
Perhaps ray sense of smell becomes jaded. Perhaps their is a 
difference in the perfume generated as the sap is altered by the 
ehange ef the season and the using up of the first supply that 
has been considerably drawn on by the earlier blossoms. 1 must 
inquire about this from scientists from pure curiosity, for 1 cannot 
if it be true, that it would make the sightest difference 
to any one. 

,-irs. Charles Weed appeared unannounced in the garden about 
11 o eleek this morning, bringing drawing material, sandwiches, 
a thermos bottle, ete., and asked if she might try painting the big 
house. She was no more troublesome than the Kleisers and the 
results ef her efforts at the olese of day seemed to please her. 

Thus things turn and summer really gets under way. Mail be slowed 
up, what with a new pest master at Bayou Batches, a distributing and 
forwarding station.,...it was so late today it might as well not have eome 


Tuesday, June 3rd, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

And sc, what with the enclosed letter from California today, 
and all, I thought you might be able to round up a modest seat 
for the theatre en the 18th, or perhaps Invest in a nice quiet 
dinner seme place ex some such, and so the enelosure within the 
enclosure is tucked in herewith, and hew pleasant it ^s te 
share these little windfalls with my £. ef L t or rather L. ef the L. 

Thanks to yeur thoughtfulness in having the prints made ef 
the portrait of G andpere, plus the sketch ef the eriginal 
St. Augustin s Qhureh, i did business immediately today upon 
receipt ef yeur shipment ef the glessy prints which arrived ever 
so perfeet in eenditien, although a day later than they would have 
under normal circumstances, what flith a new postmaster at Hatches, 
La., getting the "works gummed up a little. These will be 
so perfect fox the articles, and again a billien thanks te yeu 
for having handled this business so generously en er te such 
a satisfactory conclusion. 

The sight ef the glessy prints impelled me te head slap 
into the birthday ones, and through dint of further research, * 
get settled a eeuple ef outstanding points concerning both the 
Cane ^iver Country item and also the St. Augustin layout. 

Yeu will roll en the fleer, as did 1, when 1 learned what 1 
did from Alphonse Prudhemme about the names ef a couple ef 
Joyous Coast plantations. First off, let me bless yeu again for 
calling my attention te the Oakland business, for Oakland it is, 
according to Alphonse, who ought to knew, since he lives there, 
and as the sketch has net arrived from Edward's "hina for oorreotion, 
I shall be able to handle that nicely in all good time. But 
here is where I fell out: - in speaking ef the .various Oaklands, 
Oakwoods, Oaktlawns and so on, Alphonse casually remarked, —and 
he knew nothing about what ^ was stirring: 

"You know that eld Prhudhemme place up the river where the 
Guy Cloutier8 new live-, well, that place used to be called < 
something else, but new they call it Oaklawn." 

Well, what they are calling Oaklawn today is what was always 
known as Cashmere Plantation, and Cashmere plantation it is 
going to remain en the plate regardless, fox 1 certainly .\ant 
te call it by something other than an unimaginative 1960 appelatien, 
and Cashmere was locally rather famous toward the elese. 9 f.tbe 
Civil >Var, for it was the first plantation in Antral Louisiana 
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whose owner-, - a Prmdhommo widow with several ehildren, toot 
the oath ef allegiance to tho Union Government, a pre-requisite 
before a pound of oetton or other transactions could be effeoted bv 
any former citizens of Louisiana. In order to save their * 

plantations from the tax gatherers, all the Prudhommee eventually 
hnd to take the same oath in order to get any moeny at all but 
because the i-ady of “hasmere had had the courage to go ahead and 
JfJ* ?£i er „ h ! r and plantation and thus eemformed to the * 

J aw » n9T ** epolce to her again. Cashmere is a name that 

don^t you* think^of* “* " a8hmere it wi11 on tho plate, 

pasted, and so got the 9 W hole e thing U roundld 9 ip, ie and “shipped ? !f f*"* 
to iiina for bringing it into line. Instead of using thf crossed 

f Q a nt brus ? 0Ter th * notation at the left of tho portrait 
L 8 ;? 8tl ^ Ud a hearts, one super-imposed on about a half* 

a d&Xt heart » th * QthQI a white one, and thus 
f® 1 ® 1 aombination, as suggested belew in the soript, as 

are " of strangers", -so the pictorial implication will be there f 
those with eyes, and for the rest, including the raulattoes it will 
simply be a touch of Valentine insignia or some such. 

. hater in the afternoon I did what may bo another pleasant 

i* ildred w nnningham (Mrs. Peyton “unnighu) 
of atchitoehes telephoned to ask me to do her a favor, —giving 
a tour to some friends visiting her from “ew Cleans. I was 
delighted, and I thought the occasion excellent to ask her to 
r9 ^ Ur ^v he by 3Q6ing to ft that her brother-in-law, owner 

the noMae !£! x ! at#h iJ oche3 ^es, should allot ample spaee to 
tne notice of the wane ^iver country plate when it unrolls^ Mildred 

was uelignted t the opportunity to oooperate, and so i guess that 
department is as well taken care of in advance as ooSld be hoped L. 

I made a few last minute ohangos in tho St. Auaustin sbqiw 
such as giving Grandporo's plantation, long sinie J^goUen nSt* 
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Wednesday, June 4th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 




I had half expected letters from Hook Hill and Washington, but 
nothing from either source turned up. Perhaps tomorrow. 

But as I was leaving the Post Office, the telephene rang for 
mo. It was Carolyn, calling from Marshall. She ohatted for about 
20 minutes during which she explained she wouldn't get down before 
September, as she is sailing frem Hew *erk on Tuesday and is in 
something ef a jam for time. She hopes to got back a week or 
two before returning to tho State department, she says she plans 
quitting Government serviee in J anuary. She said she had talked with 
Helen last n ght and that she is alright and half premised te 
fly ever to Paris and bask for a couple of weeks in July. How 
those girls do get around. 

“ha said she had not seen Pat in Washington, as she had bean 
heading for hew *erk the day my letter reached her advising ho 
was about to make his how, and from Hew York she had flown directly 
to Baleigh, dorth Carolina on some Government business, after whieh 
she had headed ffr Marshall whence she leaves againen Friday. 

I guess I wouldn t get around to correspondence, wore 1 so constantly 
on the jump but eometimes 1 think seme of it is a chipmunk darting 
in and out a stone wall, getting the jumper precisely no place. 

Hot until midnight yesterday did I get around to turn through 
the reeorded Talking Books Topics which came to hand in tho morning's 
post, ihe thing embraced 66 titles and none of them wore of 
much interest to mo "hat with the Library of Congress functioning 
so marvelously, it seems surprising that the section for the blind 
dwaddles along so poorly. X contemplate stirring up that department 
with a stick one of these days in hopes of getting -null 
acknowledged at least. 

In yesterday's -*ee, had X not run out of space before X 
realized, X would have congratulated you again on your generosity in 
having made copies of tho speech before the historical Society last 
autuijn, for, as the California letter indicated, your transcript 
had traveled across tho nation and at least afforded la Storm 
pleasure, even though it may have proven a little hard on 
her dinner group who had to sit through it. 
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The weather wae in the 90'8 today and may aeeount hut probably 
doesn t, for a elaokening of the pilgrimage trade. '-Che Rands 
oamo this afternoon, bringing a fine jelly roll taka. Blythe 
seems happier than in months and Hr. Rand was rather on the 
gay side. I wae glad his brother, Harry, from Ban Antonio, 
eame, tee. The death of their sister was touched upon but only 
that and nothing mere, vi, Hand, in speaking ef hei oondition, 
two weeks ago when she had the stroke, indicated at that time he 
doubted if she would survive and so pe haps they were a^l as 
muoh prepared for her death as one ever is, -•whieh isn t saying 
much usually, it seems to me. a 


ihe *ayne H enry f ro ii # en Grand Isle didn't last long. I 
believe they went there last *>unday night and en Tuesday 
Paynie consulted a stomach specialist in "ew ’■'rleans who found 
nothing particularly out of line with the stomaeh and so Paynie 
took himself and his wife to the Alexandria hospital again. 

I have about made up my mind he will outlive all the rest of 
the tribe and enjoy his real and imagined aileraents all along 
the way. 

One thing 1 learned from the Rands was of no importanoe whatso¬ 
ever, but surprised me a little. They asked me how the new plate 
was coming along, remarking that Bister when calling on them a 
week ago, had told them I was engaged in stirring up a new one. 

As hod mentioned it te ne ene in Louisiana, I eenclude Hina 
may h; ve mentioned it in a letter to Bister, although at the 
inception of the matter, 1 had told her 1 wasn t mentioning it 
in ohreveport. Whether she knows about it in this month or next 
makes not the slights t difference to me, but it is remarkable 
hew news gets about. I am reminded ef the se-ealled 
"secret sessions behind closed doers" that Congress ie always 
advstising, the details of w ah are usualy broadcast over the 
ether waves in a matter of hours, following the hearings. 


I was glad to hear the 3d. Morrow review ef the Risenhaer Kansas 
speech, and later tonight will fish around in the ether waves to 
8 oe if i can t find it broadcast, perhaps over nos koines. 

I gather it was a conservative statement ef general ideas as 
to various questions before the country, and I am inolined te 
think that approach to the election will draw as many votes in 
the long run as will M r . Taft's saraaam. I etill can’t 
imagine real Republicans voting in the convention for anyone 
but the Ohio Senator who seems to stand to the nth degree for 
everything the Republicans have stood for since the Civil War 
b * t : hope there are enough people in the party to see the feily 
•* following the eld road they have travelled so much to 
their disadvantage during the past quarter of th a eontury 
and so skftet the General rather than the Senator at "hieago! but 
if they do, A fear, the Senator will die ef fury. There'e a big 
moon tonight and a big mueicale Just in the offing and it will 
be so pleasant letting thoughts run toward Byrne.... 
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Thursday, June 6 th, 196H. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Saturday letter in this morning's post. 

I have read and relished every word, but have not run through 
the enclosure, whioh I am saving until the morrow, as the post 
was rather heavy, but net with anything from aoek Hill er 
Washington. The paekage oamo, tee, and that else is sitting 
unwrapped en the 3helf in the boekeaae. *nd may 1 thank yeu 
billions for all. 

t 

It is so heartening to know the prolonged week end turned out 
so nicely. Hew geed te know that in spite ef the dampness out¬ 
side, you were able to catch a "breater" indeers, and so get caught 
up en a flock ef odds and ends. 

I am so glad you gave me your i pressions regarding the 
date of Grandpere s portrait. I think it important te include 
a date in the data going into the plate, and in making up 
the original layout, forwarded to Hina along about Tuesday or 
perhaps -onday, I put down the year, 1826. The signature on 
the portrait carries that date, and frem some quartor, 1 have forgotten 
just where, —perhaps frem that Delgado gentleman, 4 understood 
the artist, —Jeuville, or Bexville, or whatever, same to Hatehitoohes 
in he summer of 1836 to paint old Judge Henry A. ^ullard, and 
that seemed te dovetail neatly with the date on the portrait itself. 

And so l ued that date, but frankly, I'm inclined to think the 
1849 date might, actually, be the oorreot one, for, as evidence, 
there is the notation in the Madam s hand whioh you oited, and 
the equally and perhaps even mere telling point efferd by yourself,— 
the absence ef any reference to the portrait in the will Grandpere 
drew in 1840. , * 

I am so glad yen brought up this 1149 point en mere ground® 
tan one, fdr it ends te make several aspects ef the whole 
portrait muoh clearer in my own mind, and besides, every time we 
contemplate the finished plate and read the 1836 notation, it 
Will stand as a little beaten to both ef us as a point on whioh we 
both pondered Jointly when the thing was in the making. 

I'm so glad yeu asked about frank. He lives in.Bhreveport and 
on oooasion has done some work for Robins. Hhe hasn tf mentioned him 
lately and 1 shall ask her about him the next time I^write. 




} 
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He was the hast servant m elrose ever had until a whole 
flock of people and oireumstanoes impelled him to forget his 
troubles, —and they were genuine, in the cup. I suppose he 
left ^elrose for Shreveport somewhere between 1942 and 1944, White 
people mulattoe8 and negroes on the plantation, whenever anyone 
mentions eoffee, sigh a nostalgia sigh, and agree that never oould 
anyone, before or sinoe, mate oof fee like Frank, and net only 
did he know how to mate it, but always, whether he was happy 
or sad,frolicsome or sober, it was always and forever the same. 


Friday, Jun 6th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 


You may remember he photograph of his younger boy, little ■“rant, 
which was in the group e mulattoss in the manufsoript on Melrose. 

He was the little boy wearing a slightly tattered 3traw hat. 

Frank s older boy, Tony went to ^ew Orleans for a while where 
he worked for Lyle, Later he returned to Melrose and I may have 
reported in some Memo around about 1940 or 1941 .that the last 
time I saw him, he had asked me for a oigarette, which X had given 
him but was out of matohes. ^e accordingly put the cigarettes in 
his pocket and proceeded down the road to a honkey-tenk and 
on entering t.-e plate, asked somebody standing at the bar for a 
light. Ihe man said sure and, pulling out a revolver, shet lleuy 
dead, —and for a long time after that I was want to speculate en 
what different course Fate might have taken that night, hod I 
chanced to have a mateh. 


*nd moving from the eafe-ar-lait to ebony, I found myself a 
bit puzzled today when the Lark Luke, leaving his.traeier beyind 
the bamboo where he was cultivating ootton, oarae by to say Howdy 
and to ask me % question. I think 1 mentioned he own occupies 
wlemenee s house, and several trees and bushes grow luxuriantly 

t i? e pla ®*‘ He said h ® wondered if 1 could tell him the name 
of the tree growing at the corner of his yard that was shaped 
like an armabelle, had fine leaves and some pretty flowers. I 
inquired about its height, and in describing it further, he described 
an arc at the same time, usggesting the shape, which gave me the 
key X needed to unlook the armabelle. At first 1 had pictured 
one of those strange little hard shelled animals that live in 
this region but by the motion of his arms, he divested my mind of 
the animal and provided me with an umbrella, and when I pointed 
to a tree, growing slap out of the corner of the Chapel. he 
grinned mightily and delcared it to be the same thing, —a ( 
mimesifo news items on the home front, and X must fold, first 
across the fence 20 ladies were entertained at bridge, and second, 

I have but one complaint against Juanita, who by the way, leeks just 
like Zelraa whom we saw marching to arenbourg, for Juanita is 
oooking such- delicious food that if she remains more than a week 
as high priestess of the pots and pans, 1 shall be falling away 
to a ton,.... 


And se the post arrived on schedule this morning, bringing 
net a peep out ef the Copyright Office but bearing the desired 
final arrangement from'Beck Hill. 

°bviously they have dene a splendid job with but a couple 
of points te be brought to their attention, suoh as, thank to you, 
the ohange of the name from ^ak L a wn te Oakland Hlantatien. 

Slap at the top of the plate they had introduced a compass 
like the one on the Melrose Plantation plate, and peinting in the 
right direction. X noticed a smudge just to the right ef the 
compass and wsb told by Lee who was running ever the thing with me 
that it was "a gang of trees". 

1 reoken they need a little something te fill in a void between 
the ao '.pass and the oar touches carrying the words "Cane HiverOeuntry", etc 

You will be fleered, as was 1, when you realise that 
this "gang ef trees", introduced purely for decorative purposes, . 
chanced to fall slap where Briarweod would be situated. I shall 
accordingly instruct Beak Bill te write the word, Briarweod, slap 
under the "gang of trees", and thus the Lermens will get into he 
picture without anybody ever having planned it se. 

1 think this will probably please la Storm end x think the 
Lermons wont mind, and as iris pilgrims from all ever eventually 
find their way to Briarweod, this additional feature, se 
completely unpremeditated will find favor en all sides, and 
you ipay be sure 1 shall never breath a word te anyone that it 
wasn t all fore-ordained. 

1 doubt if in all the history of design anything thus unwittingly 
introdueed by people thousands ef miles away and eempletely Ignorant 
of the region being worked,en could ever have chanced en anything 
se perfect and se pat, and x scream every time X think of it. 

•nd, as between this paragraph and the one next above, it occurs te 
me X may take advantage of the space, slap at the bottom of the 
plate where there's a vacancy between Kisatohie National Forest 
en the left and Uncle X'em's Cabin en the right. In that 
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8past, ana runnin,, along the rim of the design, 1 think. X shall 
reaommand that Roek hill introduce these words; 

"Created - 195k • Francois -*ignon". 

i’his will enable me to start the O.Kayed final preef baek to 
Reek Mill on Saturday and thus save a good sliaa of an entire week, 
wore I te hold it until Monday awaiting some word from the Copyright 
Offiee, which, in its dwaddling fashion, may or may net take a aouple 
of weeks to respond. In ease Saturday's or Monday post suoh bring 
the desired inf or-nation, I oan air mail instruetions to -oak Mill so 
it will reaeh there by the time the approved sketeh does, and 
the appropraite words for eopyright oan be substituted for 
the one8 mentioned a ore. and if the information doesn t come to 
hand before produetien begins, then the thing oan go through as 
is, bearing the signified substitue words, and the main ebjeet o 
t e business will hare been accomplished regardless. 

On the home front, the thermometer continues in the 90's 
and the sun altogether torrid. Celeste tells me the party 
of yesterda was a great sucoess, and cireumstances fitted into 
place so neatly that Madam Regard didn t eellapse until after 
the last guest had departed, whereupon-she began to tomit and 
took to her bed, the lady doeter being summoned about first dark 
and wonder expressed all around that exhaustion sheuld ever 
eateh up with those whose lives primarily are devoted to pleasure, 
but in spite of all the evident sprightliness of the ehipnenfc, perhaps 
many an old stone wall conceals more than one, worn out from 
incessant darting in and out. 

half the Cane River negro population had a vast frolic last 
night, what with a wake being hold on Mangolia for a 12 year old 
girl who dropped dead returning with her parents from Church en 
Sunday night. feter attended and told me it was pitiful to 
soe so many little folks, friends of the girl,.-each bringing a 
cape Jessamine or two, and tears running down their oheeks as they 
plaoed them en the coffin of their departed little friend. 

Xoday'8 pilgrims inoluded five members of the teaching 
profession frem somewhere in the *'ulsa neighborhood of Oklahoma. 

On entering the front gate, they halted a ruptly to gave at the 
big palm and to ask me what that kind of a tree was called. I 
assumed they meant the botanical name, Derrangiana, but that didn't 
seem to register, and then I disoovered they didn't knew it was - 
a palm. In this day and age, I theught everybody en earth 
from piotures in a million publications, would recognise a 
palm tree, but it seems 1 eeuld be w ong. I must pass that 
information along to Dora who really ought to love it. 

X have a hunoh the week end may turn cut fairly full, perhaps 
Mrs. Holloman, -rs. -orabs, “obina, the *ands, etc., but perhaps not. 

■uo hope yours matches last week's...... P 


Sunday, June 8th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

It seems odd now, as I think back on it, how twice last 
week X remarked to Celeste and Madam- Rogard that I had suoh a 
moving sensation of urgency in getting off the St. Augustin 
business to Mina 

*.nd then in Saturday's pest came Nino's letter, misdated 
Wednesday, June 6th, with the Wednesday being correct, of course, 
since it came to hand en Saturday, June 7th, confiding that en 
the day before she had suddenly decided to take off for South 
America at the end of the month. 

ihe lay-out for St. Augustin's had been forwarded te her 
en Monday, X believe, and so must have reached her almost 
immeidatcly after she posted her letter to me. 

Naturally, as soon as X read her letter, X immediately 
dashed off a note to her, asking her te disregard my letter and 
the plans, saying that as the business was not scheduled for 
release until 1953, it could be taken oaxe of in all good time 
after her return frem South of the Rquater. 

Surely when one is plonking suoh a Jaunt, one has plenty of 
o ds and ends to take up one s time and energy without having 
the additional bother of fiddling with suoh a thing as St. 

Auguitin's. Still, as the material in question mast 
have reached her late on June 4th or early en June 5th, three full 
weeks intervene between then and her sailing date, and 
1 am under the impression she may try to squoese it in regardless, 
and if so, it will be a very pleasant feeling to knew the thing 
is done and resting on the holding shelf until the appropriate 
time arrives for it to go forward to Reck Hill And so I shall 
be looking for’ a line from Corpus Christl during the ensuing 
week, and then we shall see what we shall see. 

About a year intervenes between now and the lest time to 
release "Grandpere' 1 but I figure it this way, -aif Ai na 
returns in Uotober, she will probably have lets of things en 
her mind up to and through the holidays. A couple of months 
must be figured for manufacturing and delivery of the item in 
question — assuming that all goes according to Hoyle, but 
there is always the chance Nina might net get around to work 
on the thing until well into 1963 and the first thing 1 would 
know would be the fact that the time had run cut and the Job 
not accomplished, and so 1 think X shall undertake it right away 
regardless, and if not through her, through some other artist. 
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You will not be especially surprised at me lor saying 
I have wished a billion times since Friday that we both 
might oull the last issue of Life together and explore the 
script as well as the pictures together. 1 suppose this 
collection of ante bellum Louisiana homes is the result of 
that visit "ife representatives were a mating down this 
way a while baot when baton Houge telephoned to ast if they 
might come to “*elrose. 

There were so many pictures I should have lited to 
leok over with you,..for there were ample to be admired, such 
as that most elegant of avenues leading to the home of 
"Hanking Han", and it would have been fun to have a go at 
Mr8. .Prank Percy on her elegant gallery overlooking the 
reflecting pool that "would float a mule . Perhaps I imagine 
it, perhaps there is something to it, but you can decide for me 
in the matter of BellegrovO, what with the clarity of your 
vision to determine the matter. By folding the magazine 
baok at the sam so that you see but half of the double spread 
of Belle Grove, the house will be out pretty much in two, with 
the eolonade at the left quite separate from the other appearing 
on the page folded back. It seems to me the photograph on 
the left page, aatually the front facing the river, the 
proportion of the axohitetural design is so perfect that 
one scarcely grasps the magnitude of the structure. 

Then, i glancing at the other side, - the oolonade 
on the right hand page, it seems to me one more easily 
grasps how huge the structure really is. Perhaps both give 
the same impression in this picture and I am biased by 
the impressions I have received when viewing the actual 
building, which, in turn, may have been effected by the 
lights and shades obtaining at the various times I have 
visited it. I think I have mentioned before how little -liss 
Alberta whs went to great trouble to paint Belle Grove once 
from the front, and when she got the canvas home, she was 
consumed by perplexity because the proportions she had aohieved 
were such that the massive pile she had transposed on to canvas, 
looked p ecisely the size of a doll's house. 

I had expected mail on Saturday from Baisey in the Pell, 
saying at what hour I might expect her and her oauavan on 
the morrow,; another from Mrs. Holloman whioh didn't turn up, and 
a third from liobina saying she might pass this way this week end, 
as 1 had advised her last Monday that the “enks would be in 
Ghioago. Perhaps in tormoow's post at 9 will come a letter 
from Paisey ^ell telling me that she expeots to arrive at 8:30, 
in which she will be convenient to hand to read the epistle 
for me. 

^t I must get busy and knock off some letters now. It has 
been a quiet week end for me and may it have been ecually so for you 


Monday, June 9th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

The weather is what might be desoirbed as host as 
a biscuit. 

*ut it is altogether pleasant and tnese last days have 
been doubly precious, holding, as they do, such pleasant memories 
of yesteryear. 

Put the mornings are ooel, even as then, and marching up 
the road an inspiration at this particular season, what 
with the ozone net being considered at all but merely another 
walk at another time, which has a way of lingering with 
unsual vividness at this particular season. 

And this morning, en quite another front, was pleasant enough 
both from the weather viewpoint and the little visit paid by 
■"aisey in the Bell and her ^ama. ^hey arrived about 2 and so 
had a brief cup of coffee aoross the fence, after which “ama in¬ 
spected the gardens and houses on her own heek while Boise in 
the "ell and A covered quite a bit of ground undisturbed at 
Huooa. 

rfe went into the manuscript rather thoroughly, and ( 
it was baok in her oar agin when they pulled out at 11 e clock. 

"he wants to finish her decteetive sgory or whatever, naturally, 
and then wants to have a go at the manuscript, I thought 
it might Just as well be in her hands since at the moment she is 
he only one sufficiently aoqua nted with the local set up to 
give it the pains it requires for assimilation. *'or one thing, 
paisey in the Pell is possessed of that rare enthusiasm about 
ante bellum business and seems possessed of something like 
a here worshipper's oonoept of the ^adam, and these two 
virtues, plus her acquaintance with some of the personalties 
a pearing tknx in the script will or could go far in moving 
her to do something about it. It might just as well be 
within her reach to prod her a little at each glance in its 
direction, and if nothing happens after a while, and some 
other medium presents itself to labor with love over the 
manuscript, then * can always ask her to send it baok. 

Her virtue of hoesty and fiar dealing almost presented a 
problem, I gave her the article for the Balias Morning "ews to 
read while 1 took “ama on a quick little tour. On my return she 
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expressed her enthusiasm for it and said she would most oortainly 
submit it, after adding a little filler, to the wallas paper, 
but th I might be sure my name would be on the by line, flow 
the faot is that the artiole devotes itself to telling how really 
wonderful the series of plates really is, and if the article 
were to appear under my name, it would not only be ridiouleus 
but would wreok the career of any Editor who would ever 
publish suoh a thing about someone whose name appears at the 
author, for while it could be oontrived as some sort of an 
autobiographical thing, it could never pass as such in the 
third person fashion in which it is written. * almost had 
to start withdrawing the thing from her hands before she finally 
consented to use eome name, —any old name, I didn't care whose 
in offering it to the newspaper. * 


ID 

I uesday, June -STth, 1952. 


"Fore-warned is fore-armed", and I don't mind telling you 
this is going to be a dull letter. 

In the first place the weather is sizzling in the 90's, 
and in the second place I was bogged down with people from 
8 until 6, —and some of them were mighty dull. 


I had written 6 or 8 pages which seemed adequate to me, but 
she wanted lots of details about the various places appearing 
on the map of the -ane “iver "ountry, and so before folding up my 
beard tonight, i shall write hex five or six single spaced pages 
giving endless details about the various illustrations, and 
from there on out, she oan add to and subtract from and change 
about and do as she pleases, and all I ask is that the map itself 
gets into print. 


Ihe dwaddling copyright Uffi oe never oame through with any 
response to my urgent request for suitable forms, and since 
production is being held for that, I air mailed Bock niil to 

th ® r ° U » insertin «. in Place of the copyright notice 

at the bottom of the plate this simple combination of words; • 

"Contrived - 1952 - Francois Mignon". 

It is possible this pseudo-signature may influence the demand 
among friends and among oolleotors, and it may not. I was glad 
"iua carried out my request that her name appear, as you have 
noticed it aoes, along side the fieherman at the bend of the river 
haVa *8k-ed her to inolude her name on a bale of cotton a skiff * 
or some suoh on the sketoh of Grandpexe's plate, and thus two 
names get on the single item which ie certa nly ample. *nd speaking 
01 nothing oame to hand from her today, meaning nothing but 


- — --—— —— - - ~ 9 UU1U& UV UlilUtL . 

probably tomorrow something will, meaning much, whether it be * 


or **o. 


es 


*y tomorrow, possibly tonight, -*rs. flelleman should receive 
the Fionyune aritole and glossy print which I posted to her 
t is morning, not caring to await her advent in person any longer. *n 
what a hodge-podge letter this turned out to be, but there is 
always a chance th t tomorrow s oan t be worse. Still it 
started out in a porfeot rofleotion*of my mood which I now rocapturo 
and get on with ray work. 


There were some nice people from Florida who had never heard 
of -‘•elrose whe arrivin in latchitoches but who somehow managed 
to get here before mail time, and lingered rather,long but 
the morning was comparatively oool and so it wasn t so bad. 

They were followed by some California people who were 
alright but had soant capacity to comprehend what Melrose was 
all about. I understood them to say they were mevie executives, as 
seemed to be borne out when, after seme dliberation on their part, 
one of them asked if I would care to sell the Chapel intaot, mud 
walls and all. I wouldn't. 

*nd then just as the dinner bell was ringing Dolly Wlamsley 
and a friend from 0*X San Antonio blew in. "he tdow Walmsley and 
her }ate husband were want to come here in the old days but I 
hadn t seen "oily since the Madam's death. Bhe is a kind hearted 
person but is a born hoyden and with nothing to do in life, tries 
her best never to move bn until the last thing has been exhausted, 
including hex hosts. She and hex husband, Bobert, had been kind to 
Paynie when he was starting out in life, and I .as glad to 
see -caynie and Frances at the dinner table, thinking it might 
give mo a breather after dinner, but it didn t. They returned to 
Yuooa with me and remained until 2:30 when they announced they were 
going to oalla on Celeste and ^dam Begaxd. I didn t tell them 
Geleste was spending the day in Alexandria,., I am sure they remlaned 
with “*adam Regard for hours, although A didn t examine their calendar 
closely, as M rs> Beiieman an a a friend was oflraing in the front gate 
as Dolly and he companion were going out the side one. 

Mr8. Helloman had net called at the Fost u ffioe for her mail 
before heading up this way and so the article which F had mailed her 
yesterday, —of which 1 had made no copy, was sitting in Alexandria, 
while she had come up with a view to running through the unseen 
manusoript with me. 
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I diotated another to her, stressing points I mav have 
*?J? h ! d onli « htl y in tho other one awaiting hor at homo, alone 
with the ulossy print. she eaya tho Pioayune willoortainly want 

9i 5* and91 ona of tha platoa. I told hor she could 
use the one of mo standing by tho portrait of Grandpere and Bhe haraeif 
oould photograph tho ^elrose Balntation plate. P *** 8ha har8a11 

She will loekoier tho written and diotaotod drafts within 

? f da ^ 8 try t0 Mturn to *elroee on Saturday 
®K< t «^ n °v n 4 - 0r *. i ^ nday ’ * or 3 final chook on tho pieoe, after 
hioh, but at tho same sitting, i hope, wo shall be able to stir 
up a parallel one for tho Shreveport ^imes. 

r,oa ?J *©bina threatened to oome "one Saturday" 

during tho month. hope both ladies don t so loot tho same 
&ic9xnooxi« ^ 

tima 1 * ave baan intending to mention one of the 

I W^ i fl Xit Tt*i!* i0rad0a8t in« Station ef Shreveport, — 

, * J? 18 a fi * ty thousand watt outfit .and servos a wide 
area in this section of the country, I den t recall about the 
pastern stations, but it seems to me all thc~stations I hnve ever 
heard have begun their day of braodoasting by playing the 
3tar Spangled Banner. -That has been true of K W K h; toe until 

ISSS*? 1 *K rao 5“ U y* instead of starting thi day with the 

National -nthem, It makes it bow to tho tune i Dixie*. 

than th! “? r,T,p ? It lim98 > «publican 

ciian tne “eraid iribune, and has always been inordinately anti- 

t miSf* thl i it * 9?en « oa8 80 far aB to be anti-Bational anthem 
I must remember to pass that along to Dora. 

A th ^ n mail brought nothing from down -orpus *hristi way 
which may or may not mean Mina, complying with my request hJa 
^ in#d J h# P lants tor thl St. -ugustin plate or 

perhaps has rolled up her sleeves and gone at it hammer'and tengs 

thi8 6 olarion oall to the Dixieorats is ^ * 

the battle hymn ef this group, which, shorn ef all i?! 

SHthi ni apP T nS f i 8 ?? t 5i ng mora ar la8B a Bepublioan^iTwolf 's 
olothing. I wish all the Senator Byrds would give U 1 tSir 

pose as Democrats and Join the Taft republicans of which all the 

Jyrds seem to be in everything except in n*X Vt's iSthinkabl! 

of course, that if the “epublioans nominate Taft, the ^emoorats * 

: 0 °uid u::nr!h: i sjrh”ds b d u ^. oertaiaiy * i8h th ** — 

a th * 

hot bath and thenoe knock off a bit of mail 1 * and then oall it 

“ '*■# e • • • 


Wednesday, June 4©th, 1952. 


memorandum: 

Bow nice to find your four page letter of Saturday in 
this morning's post. 

Ciroumstanoes prevented me from reading more than the 
first 4th, but that was e eugh to make the balance of my day a 
happy one, and then there is the added anticipation of tomorrow's 
pleasure in further exploration. 

I sha 1 be holding the thought that you will be successful 
in your attempt te traok down a ticket for the 18th, for I 
know it will mean twixe as much te the girl friend if she 
realises that yeu, toe, are in th audience, and it's going te 
be fun for you, toe, just enjoying the same pieoe over again. 

It is so wonderful that yeu got a beeak again in such 
quick succession, and I am hoping you didn't spend all your 
time on correspondence but gave yourself a few moment ef relaxation 
as well. 

In response to your inquiry regarding meeting the invoice 
from Hook am, 1 hasten to say that I have successfully negotiated 
those shoals. Just in advanoe of the arrival of the invoice, I 
disposed of three dozen Melrose Plantation items at a single 
threw, which was a step in the right dirdction. *nd then I 
borrowed a year's edvance en my salary which oompoetely turned the 
trick. Thie * shall be able to pay baok in part by the first ef 
August, I suppose, since the Cane Biver Country items sheuld be 
here by the end of July, and although 1 may be mistaken, I am 
under the irarressien L shall have ne difficulty in disposing ef 
the 24 dozen plates within a very short time which will enable me 
te pay back en the salary, and, I hope, leave enough te psy fer 
a small erder ef the St. Augustin plate when it is ready te ge 
into production. frankly, and for what reason i knew not, 1 
did not want te teuoh the 200 Bachelier dollars in the Datohitoohes 
bank on which a check has been drawn in favor of little “ies l§*. 

It might have been just as simple te drawn on that account, but 
somehow it makes me happier te know that that remains intact and 
that should little ^ise ^ee ever hafe occasion to drawn on it, she 
will have the assurance that it can be so drawn in full without 
any question as te the full a cunt. 
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Today's pilgrims were to* numerous to p*rmit any of them 
to sign th* guest book., which I regret, slnoe they represented 
a rather unusual cross section of humanity for a single con¬ 
centrated afternoon. At dinner w* fed th* master mechanic whe 
is putting the gin in order, a stalwart, kindly person whe 
probably came from the hill-billy section. His assistant was 
a man oi like antecedents who told me he and his wile and five 
children had gone to Bible School in St. Paul, Minnesota last 
year and that while he has a church where he preaches somewhere 
in the Barish, he is working as a mechanic during the week to 
pay baok the money her borrow to go to Bible ^ohool. I invited 
them on a tour, following dinner. I slanted the thing to suit 
their limited cultural aspirations and 1 believe they enjoyed 
themselves. The «hapel was a distinct shock to the mechanic 
preacher. He fell silent from that point untife he'was 
heading back to the gin, when he wheeled around, clasped me by both 
hands and declared with some fervor: 

"You have shewn me the Light," —and was gone. 

J. tt . appeared shortly later with a sister-in-law el 
Kartell's widow, —some of the Garrett kin folks from Lest Biver 
down Barlange way, i believe. 1 had pilgrims waiting for me 
before they left, and these included some college professors and 
a grand personality from Hambourg who has boon studying 
Jhild Psychology at H. *. U. She lost her mind over Clemonco's things 
and i only regret she is leaving Louisiana on th* morrow, for she was 
one of those people, rare enough, who instinctively sense what 
Melrose is all about. 

And that brings me t* iB arie Antoinette who doesn't, and 
a mild tempest is brewing because "something's got to'-b* don* 
about people who are forever -telephoning to inquire about a tour". 

It has always seemed so simple for her to tell them to telephone 
me through the store, but that seems to be a hurdle she can't 
comprehend. If the M ew Orleans and Dallas publicity comes off 
as anticipated, that lady is likely to be heading for a fit and 
doesn t know it. If she makes enough racket, she probably could 
get the front gate chained whioh would pro ably put a dent in the 
impending bow of the ^ane *ivor Country plate, but * am hoping 
to bo able to short-oircuit her selfish tirades. 

So turns the day, and the sun has blazed away mightily, and 
the grass is about hoed out of the cotton and *. J. will depart* 
Sunday for Shreveport to out lawns for the balance of the season, 
and then go to school there when autumn comes, 't s 81 at 9 
ocleok tonight, but a brisk fan keeps things pleasant and 
in my armeir awaits the balanoe of your letter for the morrow,... 
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Thursday, Jun 1-3th, 1952. 


Memorandum j 

It was so good, having the balanoe of your letter today, 
and the best part of it was the chance you might have to fill 
up the lungs with Mt. Kiscc ozone and to indulge the body a bit by 
stretching out in a beaoh chair, far from th# beach. I hope everyth nj 
went according to plan, that the weather was cooperative and 
the day an enormous success. 

And may I thank you endlessly for all the particulars about 
impending events in the field of research. x 'h# study of mankind's 
history sounds titanio and wonderful, and all the other items cited 
are equally thiilling. i am so glad to have these particulars, 
and shall run through then again from time to time to digest them 
thoroughly. 

And may B thank, you for letting me re-read little Miss 
Alberta'8 last letter, whose contents I had forgotten. 1 never 
will need the original, but 1 do appreciate your thoughtfulness in 
sending along the transcript to re-aoquaint me with the last 
communication. 1 never did have a response to the condolence 
letters sent her relatvies, and ne one I am acquainted with seems 
to know what, if any, disposition was made ef her B*w Orleans property 
including the portrait of Lyle whioh somebody or other had oontrived,- 
perhaps Sdith Fairfax Davenport. 

There was a letter in today's post from £ 'riend lostell, and 
since he is a resident of the ‘-resoent °ity, he may have some 
news, and i shall inquire, although B reckon i may not see him 
before he heads up this way in July. 

And speaking of July impells me to congratulate you on your 
impending time out for rest, and 1 hope above everything that 
this "breather" will provide you with an opportunity to do 
lets of nothing save rest, bnless I hear to the contrary, I shall 
assume that our daily chats may jeg along just as usual, and 
that you will aways advise me if there should ever be a held up 
in that department. ^ shall take it as a matter of course that 
the box will continue to ield its little envelopes until 
you pick them, up, even though several days might aotually elapse 
between visits to their little compartment mid-town. 
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‘There was a telephone aall this noon from Mrs. Holloman, 
oho wanted to toll mo that sho had roooivod tho artiolo alright and 
liked It bettor than tho ono 1 had dlotatod to hot tho other day, 
and that sho had road it to -»r. Holloman whe was very enthusiastio 
about it ae sent, and suggested sho forward it forthwith to 
the Picayune. This sho is doing so that it will bo on 
tho Hatter's dost on Monday morning, along with tho glossy print, 
which "re. K thinks a splendid piece of photographic work, —it 
is so dear and distiuot in every detail. She says she feels oertain 
tho Editor is going to want some additional pictures, and she 
will mention the one of me gazing at Ur and pore, —a very suitable 
ono for the article, since I hate given considerable spaoe to 
that subject in the article, but if the Editor wishes additonal 
ones, she will head up this way on the following Saturday and see 
what we can stir up. and if he aooepts the artiolo and glossy 
print as is, she will come up regardless so that i may dictaote 
an artiolo on the subjeot matter but with a different approaah which 
oan be used by the "hrevepert Times. personally, 1 shouldn't 
be surprised if the Picayune article didn't appear until early 
autumn, which will suit me alright, but if it is aooepted forthwith, 

1 shall use its impending bow as a pry to work.on Daisey in the well 
to persuade the Dallas Morning ^ews to get a move on, and what 
would be most satisfactory for our side, of course, would be te 
have the Dallas artiolo appear just about two weeks before 
the ‘Pioayune one comes out, for by then the article will already 
have been printed in the Pioayune Magazine section, -.a month 
elapses between printing and release, and therefore cannot be 
withdrawn, so that big guns of publicity from the North can 
oover the field well in advanoe before the Salvo from the South 
scatters the thing across the •ulf areaThus before the reverberrations 
of the one have died out, the seoond big blast will strike the 
attention of those whe may have missed it on the first go-round, 
thus canvasing the whole territory pretty thoroughly. 

Naturally I want you to have a couple or as many of the 
Oane *iver Country numbers just as soon as they appear, but 
I of course foreeee the incor.venienoe they might occasion beoause 
Lestan, the *eoond, will probably find his name en the 
page of this pictorial boek en porcelain. Unless you request 
otherwise, i'll send one along regardless, and if you find it 
inconvenient to retain, just toss it in the first trash basket, 
being assured that others will always be reserved to fill 
your wishee at any sursequent time. 

T am consumed with admiration these days for little Miss Lee 
who "holds the fort" with suoh courage and faith, and if 
only, Biblically speaking, 1 were f ble to help "held up Moses 1 
hands •, it would give me suoh vast satisfaction.... 
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Priday, June 13th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

The heat continues and thanks to the heavy dews eaoh night, 
vegetation continues te flourish. 

Mr 8. Bichard son Ayres of Alexandria and her daughter, Josephine, 
oame to see me this morning. Mrs. Ayres is the daughter of 
Miss Kate Davis of Natchez, and hex husband the sen ef Aunt Nellie 
whose mother Mary Lambdin's aunt. A think 1 may have mentioned 
*unt Nellie and Aunt dorinne, wjio own Koseland Plantation adjoining 
Windy a ill, and oooupy a towu house, in Natchez, - Melment. 

Mrs. Ayres was oasting bout Tennessee in search ef family 
relationships, as her great great grandmother was a daughter 
of dhazles Dickinson, whose sen married one ef Joseph Brwin's 
daughters, and got himself killed in a duel with one Andrew 
Jackson. By now, you must be completely lest, and so I shall 
hasten on to say that Dr. Orabb, President ef Peabody College at 
Nashville had been consulted by Mrs. Ayres and while he couldn't 
help her out much, he suggested that the only person in Tennessee 
who might be able to throw a little light in her direction would 
be Lestan the Second whe perhaps had heard all the details from 
Miss Cammie and who might have access to some family records that 
would turn the trick. I was glad I could. 

I must rush en to say in parenthesis to recall that it 
was Aunt Nellie whe with her husband inherited three fortunes 
successively, squandered two, retained the t ird, invested in 
no account land near Lafayette, La., and struck oil, and then 
woke up one morning during the past decade to discovez oil spouting 
on their eld Aoseland Plantation. It was lunt Nellie who casually 
pulled that line that fleered me years ago when, in remarking about 
the ups and downs of fortune, remared that "and so having lest 
all our money, we closed Boseland and moving closer to Natohes, 
rented Longweod whioh we occupied for several s asens". New 
"down to the last, yaehet" is one thing, but loosing all one's money, 
therefor* renting Lengwood, of all plaoes, beats anything I have 
ever heard. 

May Balthazar ohanced to oome into the store this afternoon 
when P was en the telephone. She waited for me and explained that 
a mulatto lady, some relative of hers, had seen the “elrose plate, 
and had asked her to ask me if it might be poesible for hex te 
acquire one, Aniwer; —it would. 
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.,^ or » 811 intelligent mulatto woman, perhaps 
£?» ori PPl* d slightly, and living alone in her comfortable 
plantation ho™, operating the plantation on her own hook 

80ad * 01 ohiokene and turkeys and probably al ways’having 
craved companionship that few of her mulatto friends appreciated. 
a man married her a few ye-rs back, lived with her long enough to 
get the family jewels which were quite valuable, X believe * 
and then quit her, and thereupon died. loam under the impression 

oS y tM c 0 i 1 i i ! Gt * J riea<i 8 *iP 8 both across the fence and 

on this side, toe, but her striok mulatto up-bringing makes 

it impossible for her to forget the vast chasm between the mulatto 
w bite, and thus she finds contentment in trying to do 
kind things for *adam regard and Celeste, suoh as bringing them 
^ 5 J*k«xries, fresh eggs and the like, never accepting proffered 
ooffee at their hands and, if white people ohanoe to be at her 

h ?? r » al " ay8 serving them a marvelous brew, but 

h.r^guests “ii™”* 8 d,,,Uni “* to parta “ haie,lt * W1 * 

r a 80ra *wbat wistful tone of voice, she said she wished 

I would drop by her house for coffee a 6 ain some day as she remembered 

8 ° ?l C v 8aU ? 1 j J he day ' j ® lest# aud 1 were there. I told her I 

qws: M .1 

ying for companionship and ten times more interesting that 

dMffhtli la Iff 8in °* f h * undou btedly personifies many^ dusky 
daughter, heiresses in their own right during the a te helium 
period whose fortune was ample in all things savi h. . L 

mQ j r ®P re8#n ^«d the ultimate in desireability and while the 
majority of them were content to secure light’tinted mulattoes 
for husbands, the occasional one that could land a white man 

fe^ h the Sn?ta # ? Ti I d !? y a11 th#ir a«^aintanoes, even though I 
rear, the wnite husbands often had littia rw n/x+v-i,. *. . 

themselves save their color'^ss^gme^ation. 11 ! 0 ^ 

ma ?v, h f T * 9Var marr i*d*a mulatto man, but°I 8 never 

"" t 5 ^ i ^ a8 to ° mu °b, but onoe in a great while 
tne thing oame off the other way around. 

£ut. Lord, what a lot of speculation about the mulattoes and 
nothing by way of space left, save to hope your week end is a nice - 
one..... 


Sunday, June 15th, 1952. 


memorandum: 

A quiet week end with only minor inconveniences, and ene 
that has been all quiet, X hope, on the ^yme front. 

On Saturday morning X learned deleste had taken ^adam 
Rega d to the hospital on Friday afternoon, suffering from the 
prevailing intestinal distemper that seems so wide spreads 
at the moment, —about the same thing that Susie .Yailes 
was afflicted with, X suppose. The lady doctor thought it would 
be simpler to have Madam Regard in town where she could 
look after her "readily, and apparently her attention was 
productive of immediate results, since X found Madam 
Regard sitting up in a chir for her supper of milk toast 
when X leaped across the fenoe this evening bout first 
dark. 

Ur. Wenk brought the two boys for Sunday dinner and left 
them here for the ensuing week. It seems Sister went on 
to Wisconsin from *hioago and will remain until this ooming 
week end. J. u . took the boys to town this evening 

which left the home front fairly quiet, and save for a 
few pilgrims today, --the firet arrived at 7s30 this morning, 
quiet has obtained ev n at the henkey-tonk, where a baseball 
game, scheduled for this afternoon, was cancelled when ene 
of the players was killed in an automobile accident. 

She only other casualty 1 heard of at the honkey-tenk 
was a youth who had his skull fraotured when, it is said, 
he toppled over after too many beers, striking the baok of 
his head on the foetrail of the bar. Spotlight is is 
somewhat unusual name and he is a r-sident of the Qohen 
plantation. Xhe lady doctor was summoned at 4 this afternoon 
to attend the wife of «ill Rogers who had a baby on satruday 
and a fit on Sunday. *n ambulance rushed the lady off to 
the hospital just before ***adam Regard was discharged, and 
so things turn at this bend of the river whioh, in spite of 
suoh events, was nevertheless a peaceful Sabbath and 
comparatively uneventful. 


I was glad to be able to stay awak for a while on 
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Saturday night and got oaught up a little on my reading. 

* finished Vaughn Wilkin s long novel, "Once Upon a Time" 
which was quit# a yarn, good to excellent in sp^tS, but * 


potty thin in others. 


L a l 80 had a *° at volum * 3 ot JJouglas Freeman's 

: a8h ^ ton ‘ J hi ® b00lt volume 4, dealing 
with doings at Mount 'ernon from 1758 to 1775 *iva 8 * 

a splendid picture ei the pleasures and problems of the 
colonial Virginia planter of tobacco, I gather 

oir ®y m 3tanoe8, not the least o which was the 

8 f ? ry 8y8t#ra of marlc « ti n« the crop in 
England, seems to have just about provided the cl«nfer 
what.,„ h. n..d.d to import. .Ith no marsin to ^v ^i 

US th * P ur °ha 8 e of negroes to produoe the 
tobaoco or to pay for the land, bought to raise the staple. 

?! m *! # m0 ? ey ', ib woul * seem he did so through the 
speculation in undeveloped lands fu ther to the West toward which 
an ever swelling tide of migration flowed, From what I 
have thus far explored, it would seem that unuer the economic 
contritions obtaining at the time, the making of profit from 
tobaoco was impossible I should like to know if present day 

thltTncilJ * T * faI ! *?? bgtUr ’ for 1 8,11 una « the impression 

dgy * ® in oolonial period, it is the raerohant 

®“ d J b *. G Jvernment that realizes the fat inoomes on the weed * 

??L! hS ? th * 6I ?v* r of the stuff counts himself lucky if he 
breaks even on the most modest of investments. 

Freeman delights me by quoting lavishly from the 

u??i?d 1 ?Ad B X C r nt; / 0 ? IC !* otters and publications of the 
p riod and X don t mind saying A was entranced at one 

•Si??? 6 l XR ? l ? t0 * 11 was ln a 1# tter of 1760 from Martha 

8i8t * r * congratulating her on the safe 
delivery of a baby, so earnestly "desired by you all". 

a "you 9 Ill-i!"°?!d <i in i v, r * a i i ?*A that * 00d old ****** was 
a ye* all er and somehow X had always thought of the 

phrase as something out of the latter p- rt of the 19th 

t r O ^f°» r ! Sp0US ! t0 my air mail t0 the Copyright wffi 09 on ^ av 3lQt 
I received an air mail response on June 14th which arri??d y * 

too late for use. On Saturday night heard’a cortill lf 

tne ^isenhouer Detroit speeoh and was disappointed in it feelinc 

str^^VT 118 ?*^ 8 aUd a iBappointed P others by til 
straddle that characterized several points. Md Morrow tha 
other night quoted somebody as sayiug that sometimes 
hard questions require hard answers whioh d * 

etroit 1 * - , . 





Monday, June 16th, 1952. 


-‘emorandura: 

Mow nice to find your Wednesday letter in this morning's post. 

it is tuckea away in the armoir, for unending interruptions 
prevented me from quite completing it, although I did.finished the 
first page and was enohanted to get you as far afield as Fleasantville 
beside the brook, with the table going up and the chairs properly 
pl ?°!?. , a bit oi lood and Average. The faot that you oould 

get this little sniff of ozone in the epen and be with companionable 
people is heartening, and although I aooepted with peor grace the ■ 
enforce* delay in reading the balanoe of your letter, I am nevertheless 
rilled with satisfaction to know that you really did get out for a 
look at graan grass, gardens and large segeraents of sky, unframed 
by steel and concrete. 

The doings of the telegram and the Simon Bolivar agenda 
all seems so odd and confusing, and I shall be holding the 
thought that the balance of the season may not be cluttered up 
with too frequent appearances from represntatives of the land of 
one *imon ^oiivar. 




but shall continue holding the thought that the last minute may 
see an unexpected bieak in the aisle at just the moment you make 
your appearanoe at the ticket offioe. I suppose the same night will 
be a busy one up and down the road at this bend of the river, as 

18 ? v * of th * 1#cally Popular 19th of June oelebrntion, and 

every mother s son and daughter will begin their folic at sun down 
on "ednesday-and probably some of them will sti 1 be carrvin* 
on when dawn of the 20 th reddens the Eastern sky, 

r«n ni!J 1 ? Wing v. a ? at J er ? whioh makes no sense, a quiet Sunday was 
lollowed b y a hurly-burly Monday in the pilgrim section, and 

of bh08t Passing this way were notable for their dumbness, 
aid get a vague interlude of merriment out ef La Maybxy. or however 
y?!™ 15 ! 11 ? he ? au ? 5 * 6h# brou * ht b * r sister with herand came to 

«?? ? t ?A i >, q ' lir *v il a tour might b * in ordar - It wouldn't, but 
she could bring her sister to say Howdy, what with the dock pointing 




* w ** XIV 
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to Z in the afternoon, and the sun boiling away at 100. 

■i'hey really aren t so silly, the two of them together, as la Mabry 
is whan ndt shackled by a member of har family. It seems she 
has oontaoted soma famous eye specialist and he has told har 
he would seam ma when he comes to Oxford, ^ies., on a vacation 
sometime if we can make dates of mutual convenience. It 
i8 kind of the bag to go to the trouble and guarantees to drive 
me yonder, or to John Hopkins, if that is desired, but it is 
all so unsalass. 


Tuesday, June 17th, 196k. 


Memorandum: 


fcoth ladies confessed to me that they are Crhistian scientists 
and both seamed vastly puzzled that I should have the Mary Baker 
Sddy opus and seemed acquainted with it contents, although net 
a member of their Church. I told them frankly I thought two of 
the most remarkable women Hew England produoed in the 19th 
century were -ary Baker ^-ddy and hydia Pinkham, and that I thought 
it a great pity for the mutual benefit of both bags that they 
oouldn t have Joined forces when the would have accomplished 
miracles with Miss ■‘inkham to roll the pills and Miss *ddy to 
beat the drum. My impulse was to tell them that I thought 
God made aspirin, as I had explained to little Miss alberta, just 
so we wouldn t have to bother him with all our little aches and pains 
but a was afraid that might disturbs their fervor, and naturally ’ 
1 don fl t believe in anything like that. 


, ^ missionary, the reverend West, who must be facing an uphill 

job in uloutierrille, passed this way at some u seasonable time 
between the arrival of a secretary and the striking of the supper 
bell. I feel sorry for the poor guy and accordingly squeezed in 
a little tour for his niece and for a uaptist Heverend and wife from 
the piney woods section of north Mississippi. It pleased the 
reverend “ebb, and didn t hurt tha dumb bunnies he was trying to 
entertain, out the whol§ business was of short duration, i’here was 
sooething a little pitiful about it when the “everend “ebb who 
obviously has done quit a bit or reading, remarked to me that curing 
a recent jaunt in Mississippi, h9 had driV en by the A aultner pla0 , * 
whereupon the wife of the preacher chimed up that she, too, had 
once visited that little old town that sounded like tfaulkner but 
she thought it was in Alabama, not Mississippi. Ihe ->ev. .<ebb 
,lanced sidewise at me, and I srailled and agreed with the lady that 
she might be right about the state, famous for its towns of unexpected 
names, and all went along merrily. 

In Regard to your observations regarding Carolyn and the faot that 
she didn t get here before getting to Stockholm and the hope that she 
may make it in septebmer, —my own impressions coincide precisely 
with your own. *nd if she makes it in September, that will be 
wonderful, and if she doesn t make it before next June, that will 
be no surprise, she s pleasant tow work with, but one can count 
on her not at all and if one can make progress in that way, alright 
and if not, then one might loose his mind on the wild assumption that 
anything could be done about it. it was so nio 



How nice, having the balance of y ur letter to 
explore this evening, and to know your Sunday outing was suoh 
a success. Getting baok home well after dark indicates 
tnat your stay ran well into twilight before starting baok, 
and that is suoh a restful hour anywhere but particularly in 
the country, and A rejoice tnat you could experience suoh 
a rural frolio. 

While I think of it, I might mention 1 am sending along 
a small box of no importance in this same mail, containing 
some sweet stuff that may somehow fit into you desk for 
oocasio-.al reference. I took the opportunity to enolose a 
pamphlet sent a week or so ago by la Storm, concerning 
the lalomar okas observatory which la Storm toek the 
trouble to send along, I reckon, because I had mentioned my 
interest in how things panned out for the "great eye" whioh 
Corning Glass fabricated a dozen or fifteen years ago. 

The California sweets are from her, too, and the Hew w rleans 
ones from some passing pilgrim whose identity I have forgotten. 

I took the opportunity to drop the Christmas oard of senator and 
Mrs. ^ong, mentioned at the holiday season, but misplaced 
until t day. A t is of no importance and don ft t bother 
about saving it, for 1 merely wanted you to notioe the 
quotation, remarked upon before, beginning with the word 
spelled in the same fashion as the Senator's. 

I was interested in your observations regarding the two 
contesting candidates for the aepublioan nomination. J. a , 
was very talky at supper, ne is beginning to like the 
General, which seems or would have seemed odd, if he had not 
said that he very much doubts if Senator i'aft, if nominated, 
could get hi self elected. He didn't have a y democrats he 

thought big enough to carry the election and that ruman didn't 
have a chance, but I opined that if the --vepublioans nominated 
Iaft, 1 believe Truman could beat him. 

I feel rather sorry for •*. these days, for again 1 
believe he is having to carry a lot of things on his mind. 




» 
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just as he always has had to do since talcing over the place 

when he was 20., and somehow it always seems unfair for 

a youth of such tender years to have to bring up somebody 

else'8 family, even though that family doesn chance to be 

your brothers and sister, Eugene tells me that Dan is 

on a drunk, not having appeared at his office in three days, 

and that the marriage of a few weeks back seems to be already 

headed for the rocics, and that while ban has told his wife 

to get out of the house, she hasn't followed his orders, I 

suppose there will be further scandal before this phase 

of the current marital wrinkle has been smoothed out 

or further torn asunder. Off hand, I should say the best 

about "elrose that will be remembered will center around 

such an edd assortment of names as *arie Iherese, the Madam, dyle, 

J. H., and the GeneralWith Louis “etoyer, Jr., tossed in for 
good measure, Curious, indeed, with such a setting and such 
a heritage so few other names should appear .on such a list, 

A tent show is operating this week at the local honkey-tonk, 
and every night the tent will be "wedged out" by the simple souls 
at the close of day when the hoes have been cast aside and the 
traotors put to bed, for no matter how often the same program 
is put on, the first night customers never tire of going 
again and again until the entertainment picks up its traps and 
moves on up the road. Junior -“ugabou was perfectly entranoe in 
telling me how wonderful it all was and how surprised when the 
slight of hand artist got him to caokle a little whereupon it 
was apparent that without much struggle, said Junior Fugabou had 
produced an egg slap, like that, but he himself oould.explain 
how he had done it, but there it was right in the man s 
hand. Such entertainment and the old fashion "horse operas" 
are always a source of delight to the field hands and 
in view of the entertainment thus afforded, there seems to 
be little or no blood letting, head cracking and so on, Thursday 
night, being the 19th, three different honeky tonks will bring 
in orchestras from Shreveport, ^ew u rleans and baton Houge, and 
it will be hoo-ray, boys, for one night, and Saturday will 
probably convert the honkey-tonks into all the solemnity and 
quiet of a morgue, Monday, Puesday and “ednesday nights 
all packed up for leger-de-main, Thursday night a general swing-ouj, 
Friday night getting ovor '.Thursday night, and Saturday a 
convulsive quiet with Sunday everyone broke and praying for Monday 
so the old routine can be resumed once more until "So-say-shun" time 
in august. 

■‘he enclosure will amuse you I shall not tell the lady, in 
making my response, that intuitively x sensed her husband was 
jealous of me, which was natural, since he is a quarter of a century 
older than his wife and I, but why the gentleman from California 
who has never seen or known me, save through her account, should 
be disgruntled, I i 

can t imagine, and 19 as.,.. 


Wednesday, June 16th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

The weather remains hot, although an occasional 
breeze tempers the humidity from time to time. I have 
aooepted your admonition about toe muoh exertion dur'ng the 
full heat of the day and am devoting myself to the more 
strenuous chores early and late, with piddling reserved for 
the span between 11 and 4, 

A cold mass of air, or perhaps a mass of oold air would be 
better, was heading this way from the Canadian border a couple 
of days back, but it stalled^on the Texas-Oklahoma line, and 
shifted Eastward, so the Northeast got rain and we got baked. 

The lesser* orders in these parts do so well inllistening 
to boogey-woogey and not paying attention to news oasts these 
days of the meeting of the new Louisiana Legislature, for 
if some of the people knew what kind of bills are being reported, 
they would really be distressed. For example, in pending 
legislation stlanted at Welfare administration, one bill 
proposes removing out of wedlock childre n from the relief rolls, 
while another proposes that any lady currently drawing money 
for her out of wedleck children will be automatically removed 
from such assistance if and when she begets another such off¬ 
spring. This whole business somehow seems to require a Solomon to 
give an humain decision, for while it is perfe tly manifest 
that fianoial protection should be accorded ohildren, legitimate 
or otherwise, it is perfectly true that a surprising number 
of unmarried ladies during recent years have gone at the 
business of stirring up a flock of fatherless ohildren beoause 
the xelfare department has been paying $25.00 per month per ohild 
to their mothers, and thus ladies who have stirred up half a 
dozen such axe making out very comfortably and, it is said, 
mighty few of them are inclined to be-stir themselves muoh 
either in looking after their own children or lending a hand in 
any line of endeavor, saving making use of the same method to 
increase their incomes further. 

I know of one gentleman who made a verbal understanding 
with three ladies, offering to sire ohildren for them a 9 month 
inter als, if they, in return, would give him a percentage of 
the monthly checks ensuing after the birth of each child. 1 have 
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h«aid of strang* raokets in my tiro*, but X guess that probablv 
approaches th* unique more thin any other. One suchewtllmiS 
• veri wont so far as to hav* a lady taken to Court for breaoh 

thousht thsrs was no 

.. . J uit ® seriously the cook complains with bitterness 
that her age prevente her from having more children, for she 
is drawing only fifty dollars a month from the Welfare 
•wepar tment. 

fhe people referred to above are of color, but the whites 
mv«*latf C nif g Gover ™® nt raon ®y are oo just as immoral a level in 
vllrlv a V? r ex ? rapla ’ Dan a n income of thousands 

JhiIe y on d rIJ tQran f com P® nsat i° n because he broke an arm 
gets it- ?eS2f i ?«if! a ° n 6 ? V ® J/ aars a S°- Louisiana finally 

£ SiW,% u ?„srs:ij m 3 :?rur^. the 

On the home front, J* n. drove Celine Rov. Celesta's 

for*8Sith f * t0 f lexandria » whenoe she catches a bus 
thl guess th ®y laft ^ noon, and I guess 

Wil ?’ b ® baok before tomorrow dawn. I must make a 

£i ht of 8 S«^ h i“ about not absenting himself on the 

any of the^iai this ’ * or ~ ugen ® wouldn't give 

weeklv settfw mon ®y against their Saturday night 

I, • ■ d for som ® r « a8 on, quite beyondcthe powers 

of “y Pagination, 8 or 10 of them appeared On m/galler^ at olose 
°Jv, da y» apparently under the impression that 1 guard the a*nrv 

srag a'sa.jrt H ; £-‘ *- 

S "FF as 2- — 

"P ,\ # ^ 0 . 8 a£- •«* 

rt.FFsFr *“ u:: si'^sfsyis , 4 

Beau^thn? i aC o f ? r aotto “ Pi oleins and school, and I didn't tell * * 

thl\lrl wiil iaS 1 ! ** lD th9 »•«» tiraG P®*l4s 

Ji; fi r i * iU land a ha ? d full y as effiointly as did her brother 
nnd if so, a major problem will be solved. * 

t “.IK” lit 1 night * and 1 88tra ® d 80 wid ® awake, 

a JSi S th^lifJ 5 i "E" ? i0 * 00 i dbutt ®* milk and read many 
iiw^he 1767 1 J£l« of 'asbington, and liked all that i read, cover- 
S2mJ!* 1 7 * 7 V 17 ? 8 y® ar8 » which.must have been among 
hnftj 1 8 happiest. I sometimes think a sohool history text 


Thursday, June 19th, 1952. 


Memor andum: 

lh* holiday has been profound, with not a lick being don* 
on the plantation, but much racket from the baseball arena up 
the road during the afternoon, and th* raucous strains of 
boogey-woogey noises from the Sam* direction tonight. 

Today’s weather has been unusual. The thermometer stood 
at 84 at 6-o'clock this morning, i’he weather stion reported 
the humidity at 99. A cloud coverage during the afternoon 
intensified th* humidity and the thermometer was a little over 
100 . 

■^ut the mud walls of *ucoa tended to keep things pleasant in- 
aoors, and I made the most of th* situation to give Grandper* 
a hath, —the first he had had in about 20 years, I imagine. 

X used soap suds, applying them with a soft cloth, and it was 
wonderful to see how much dust and hew many layers of smoke soot 
came off. How the portrait looks as fresh as a daisy, as 
to that of his wife, daughter and son, all of whom got a going-over, 
what with the success attendant upon Grandper*. The knipmeyers 
came before X had finished and "*adam fcnipmeyer gave me a hand. 

'-no always seems so' rewarded in suoh undertakings if something 
more than subtle results are forth-ooming, and in Grandpere's case, 
the portrait fairly glistens. 


«f course the plantation, so far as work is concerned, was 
at a standstill all day. but in'spite of the heat, the baseball 
gam* must hav* been a hu^e sucoess, for sounds of applause and oheers 
oame from th* direction of th* honkey-tonk during the afternoon, and 
tonight there is a vast stirring of sound waves from the 
same dircotion, bearing strung# noises made by some boogey-woogey 
band. Perhaps X mentioned the thermometer stood at 84 at 
6 this morning. I reckon it is still in the 90's tonight 
at 9. purely the several swing-out places must be boiling, and 
1 haven t a doubt the road is being burned up between one honkey- 
tonk and another, for there is always a tendenoy on the part 
of our friends of color to fly up and down the road at break¬ 
neck speed, simply to be going from one plaoe to another, whereas 
tonight there should be the added impetus of whizzing along faster 
to stir up a bit of breeze. 
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? rid ay, June 20 th, 1962, 


Memorandum; 

How nice to find your Monday letter in this morning's poet. 

I am glad you had nn opportunity to fiddle about at leeiaur 
while other people wore themselves out looking for a plaoe 
in the mountains to collapse just long enough to gird up their 
loinB to chase back to town. 

The doings of the .Bolivar aesoendants is bcpyond one's 
imagination, or, perhaps more precisely, reveals a complete 
absence of imagination on their part. l'm not sure that 
imagination rules the world, but in human sooiety the absence of 
it makes the pleasure of pereonal contacts go to pot. 

It was so kind of you to give me ’some glimpses from the 
handiwork of friend Tostell and ■‘'estan, deux. I had heard of 
Phillips, the ^rudhorame blacksmith, but never knew before that 
he was insane. I had heard that when sold, hip nrio* ho* 


augustin may be coming into proper 
just when Mina is hopping off for South 
be a good idea to forward her a little 
uld be packed in her luggage, if desired. 

Id stimulant, should she waver toward 
sailing, and so I sent by parcel post 
e port and a luciously lovely yellow bottle 
come to hand via Irma Somperyac Willard 
ly odd traveling companions on suoh 
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Beau ^aolc brought me his daughter, I bolievo her name is 
Hmily, this noon, to substitute for her brother as secretary. 

She reads very well, and if she doesn't get the "Shreveport bug", 
and so flies the coop, as it were, X thinlc I may find a lot of 
my problems solved. 

• 

■Like her borther, she is thin, thin, probably is about 
16, but seems full grown, at leaet 5 feet, ten inches or so in 
height. .Like her borther, her skin is bug 1 mean black, 
and while the limps cover the splendid rows of white teeth, 
there is something about the way both brother and sister manage 
said lips thut in speaking, they seem to make an effort to 
bring the lips together, whioh is somehow fasoinating the 
way a doll would be fascinating, were it so contrived as to 
reveal the bridge work when the toy seemed to be speaking. 

I regret my inability to enclose a letter from the Pioayune 
to Mrs. Holloman, bt X am forced to return it to her, along 
with her aocompanyin note, ns the Picayune asked several questions 
to be filled in, as did Madam Holloman's on her own hook. I 
am ti.erefore reporting that the Picayune reported the Editor, 

Mr. Ogden, was out of the offioe for six weeks, but the 
Assistant Aditor thought Mr. Ogden would want to publish the 
article immediately on his return, buasked for some additional 
information, —else of plates, their coloring, if all merchandising 
houses were supplied throughout the Sate of Louisiana, eto., etc. 

I wrote “rs. uoiloraan, telling her thut frankly 1 couldn't 
imagine if the Picayune tho ght it would be giving excellent 
free advertising to retailers if merchandise they carried were 
thus publicized, although I told her my guess was that it as 
bettor to announce that neier have any of these items been 
released for public sale, thus eliminating the free advertising 
element, since -vr. Ogden might get the i pression that by publishing 
the article he would be giving our efforts a heap Of free 
publicity, and X think we might better Just stress the point 
that these items have never been released for publio sale. I 

also suggested th n t if the uritloe needed elaboration, she might 
speculate on the reason why Yuooa, which has housed so many 
oreative efforts in history and literature, should again 
be tho scene of a new medium in the presentation of historic 

lore. 

The weather continues hot but the day has been happy 
enough, not only because of physical effort but because 1 could 
have silch a nice two way conversation with you, and I'm so glad 
you don't mind if x keep writing during y ,ur vacation.... 


JClOy ^ t J 

kA j,, 
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Sunday, June 22nd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

The excess of heat and pilgrims might well form the basis 
of this diatribe, but they ae both old stories and indigenous 
to this neighborhood, and so we might as well skip them. 

The enclosure from Daisey in the Dell arrived belatedly and 
added little to the sum total of news. 1 believe it was the 
9th instant that she was here and that night I wrote her 
endless additional particulars for the .Dallas Hews article, — 
none of which seemed needed, to my way of thinking, since she 
had been handed a complete and what seemed to me wholly adequate 
article when here, •c'rora her letter, X assume thie has been 
resting on her holding shelf ever sinoe, whioh is alright, and 
since we may assume the Pioayune article will await the return 
of Mr. Ogden, six weeks hence, it is Just as well if the Dallas 
business doesn t get into print ufltil the Pioayune thing has 
gone into print with a view to releasing a month later, 

it seems to me M r s. Holloman was out of order in not sending 
me a transorlpt of the final draft she forwarded the Pioayune. 

I should like to know what she wrote concerning tho matter, too, 
for I think she inclines to think up lots of quo tions to ask 
the Picayune regarding possible different or additional 
points, not covered by any given article, apparantly she has 
never yet learned that Editors oan think up enough additional 
things without any need on the part of contributors of 
articles thinking up such things for them. 

as for -Dai8ey in the Dell, X take it she likes to mull over 
her prospective articles long in advance of submitting ti.em, and 
ends up by getting bogged down in the mass of material she 
conjures up. Joint effort isn't easy in any literary undertaking 
but seems unusually difficult when the participants are separated 
by distance. X could have chunked Mrs. a 0 Homan the other day 
when she was here and in regard to nothing in particular said 
quite unexpectedly: 

"You know, in looking over some of our correspondence, X 
discovered that several of the points you had pointed out 
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to me in the past whioh I disregarded, turned out to he 
exactly the points that Mr. Ogden brought up later, almost 
as though-to prove that you had been right before artything 
had ever been written him,' 1 

Frances henry came to see me a half hour before dinner on Saturuay. 
•she said she and xaynie had been dinin^ in a fairly seleot restaurat 
in Alexandria a night or two before and were surprised, when looking 
across the room, to see oa *^ajeste avec lime, ae Montespan, occupying 
a table with the latter's daughter, she said she hod heard much 
buzzing in "ntohitooheB about the business but she had never met 
the lady before until the two tables were joined, a he said 
further that ^me. de •“ontespan spoke of me as an old, old frieiid, 
and that many people both in Alexandria and Natchitoches had 
whispered the word, "aomnnee", as between her and me. To quote 
an old plantation mistress of mutual acquaintance; 

"Now that takes the rag off the bush." 

According to Frances, the lady talks much about her intimate 
acquaintance with the Gane Aiver region and of her friendship with 
me, and as she inclinee to parade those matters before everyone 
acquainted with this neighborhood, it probably ends up in convincing 
the uninitiated that in reality she is some secret love of mine, — 
at least on the part of those who never dream that it is another 
gentleman living close by who is the object of her especial interest. 

1 g.ess Frances about summed up the whole business when she remarked 
her amazement thut all the ^enrys seemed to prefer stupid women. 

naturally, 1 can not restrain a laugh in my beard when I think 
what wealth a biographer might enounter (encounter), —intent 
on a book about Lestan or Lyme, —there would be so many people 
who would assure him they knew all, whereas, in reality, they 
were acquainted with but a single chink of light, and all of that 
was nothing but opitonl illuetion. 

Interruptions today knocked out the writing of "must" 
letters, as to Charles, Madam *“aroc and so on, but A shall dash 
them off forthwith and then leap into a hot shower and then 
be-take myself to the back gallery whore i want to read a 
couple of pages concerning G. Washington, Esquire, and then 
indulge in a bit of Peter Illyovitoh. * slab of cherry pie 
is awaiting me in the ioe box, along side a bumper of buttermilk, 
and pie and Peter Illyovitoh, buttermilk on the frosted side with 
G. Washington, —and you will agree with me that such a combination 
requires nothing save a dash of Ly::.e to make it the ultimate. 

A do hope your wee«c end has held some moments of relaxation 
and that a thermometer is behaving itself at your bend of the river... 


Monday* June 23Td, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

I sensed exactly how you felt a while baok when receiving 
the somewhat rumpled drawing of the Gane Biver country, for 
this morning the postman brought me an untidy thin paokage, 
folded slap in two, .containing the Grandpore plate sketoh. 

It's all so humiliating. 

But, on second glanoe, my ruffled feelings were smoothed 
somewhat when I discovered the whole thing would have to be 
re-done anyway, for the hearts and the oross are too large 
to suit my taste, for both motifs should be rather on the subtle 
side, I think . 

Obviously poor ^ina must have been racing against time for 
one or two other little unimportant points, at variance with my 
original sketoh, were noted. Por example, there was 
the somewhat arresting statement; 

"Gentinary of establishment of Paris, - 1853." 

In view of the recent celebration of the 2,000th anniversary 
of the founding of Paris, the above statement seems modest enough. 

There was another statement in the same column whioh ran; 

"St. Augustin, built by Augustin and Louis Metoyer family, 1829 

In my original draft, I had written that the ^huroh as built 
by -^ouis and Augustin "f.m.o. - 1829", And at the very 
top of the page,..and following an asterisk at the bottom of 
the page, l had stated for tho artist's information that 
"f.m.o." stood for "free men of color", but that I preferred using 
the old time method of using initials only, all of which seems to 
make the substitution of "family" for "f.m.o." seem edd. 

But the portrait itseli turned out nicely, and the houses 
at the top and bottom of the sketch are fine, and so with 
the minor changes in proportion and lettering, it will come 
through nicely in the end. 
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It may com# ae something of a surprise when you learn that 
this morning nt ooffee, I casually remarked that little Miss Lee 
was taking time out during the month of July, to spend the 
month in the mountains, either the Catskills or the Adirondaoks, - 
the finally decision not yet having been made. 

All this was inspired by something that had come to me yesterday 
from the grapevine when a mutual friend of Celeste's and Lee Hertzog 
confided to me that Lee and her daughter, *etty are planning to 
run up to "ew York for a couple of weeks in July, —sometime after 
the 4th, and that they wanted Celeste to go with them. I 
instinctively realized, of oourse, that such an excuse to get into the 
big road would be too much to resist, and se it seemed well to me 
this morning before the matter had been touched on by anyone aoross 
the fenoe that I should remark upon news from Lyme and the 
contemplated removal from the city during the impending month, 
immediate I was let in on a secret, --that the lady, according to 
her own word, might be journyeing Manhattan way during July, and 
I thnk she was expressing genuine regret in learning that you 
would probably not be in town, 

Ml course I leave the whole business up to you, for your 
tentative plans can be adjusted by your office to suit any situa¬ 
tion, but it occured to me you might find it just as easy to 
skip getting tangled up with the tourists, and the more so in 
view of the p.ssibility that actually you might have other 
out-of-towners on your hands at the same time, and what with 
one circumstance and another, it might be easier to skip the 
rendezvou during the current visit, and so the foundation stones 
were laid in advance of my knowledge! supposedly) of any impending 
plans spr nging from this end of the line. At least this lie 
on my part offers the perfect alibi for absence, and you will of 
course feel perfectly free to use it or not as you see fit. Should 
you want to confirm, - or. rather casually toss out a month of 
mountains, it oould so easily be done by dropping a recuperation 
oard to M a dam Regard (Mrs.-R. Regard) , penning a line on 
how nice it would be if she might be found on some mountain peak 
when you arrive in the Adirondaoks, as is being planned, for 
July. But of course no note is required at all, since the seed 
has already been adequately painted and will blossom readily 
enough without any extra nursing. 

as regards the enclosure, let s ignore the request for a 
photo of the plate for a while at least. After all, I have sent 
the iioayune a plate, and if they want a picture for the 
article, they can readily enough photograph it themselves. 

I think we ought to skip the Grandpere one, too, photograph;ally, 
since its alterations will be r quisite before any such thing is 
considered. 


7 >f 
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Tuesday, J une 24th, 1962. 


Memorandum; 

And so 1 decided it wouldn't be a bad i idea to round up the 
full support of the Reverend fathers which ought to give a maximum 

in + 6 * t i i cf th ® Grand J>* r « plates rolling among the mulatto 
communxoante of St. Augustin s, which impelled me to make an 
appointment with Rather Callahan for 9;30 this morning. 

„„„ i 1 ?* ®?ft res ft® ut of was awaiting me on his gallery 

ana 1 ran through my proposition quiokly, offering to withhold 
release of the urandpere plate from public sale until after 
tne annual autumn Rair which the Church puts on, and instead, 

letting the Church handle the sales during that week end, plus 
tne profits of the retailer, and el padre seemed entranced over 
the prospect. 

fvi ft®!}* 1 !? 7 ® ft* notation on about the centenary 

of the institution being observed in 1963, although the thing 

ma m! its b o w . ""that is, the plate* - in the latter part of 
i9ok. The oelebrntion of the centenary gets under full Bail 
in "uno of next year, but money isn t eesy in the cotton oountry in 
June, but is dribbling about readily enough in October and * 
November and the appearanoe of Grandpere s plate at Just that 
time ought to give it a maximum opportun ty to dispose 
of the major number that 1 shall have oontrived, although i shall 
restrict that number very narrowly so that I shall have few if 
any left on my hands. If any do remain, however, I shall put 
them on publi.o sale, and as the quantity will be limited, they 
can readily be disposed of. It seems to me the item will enjoy 
very limited sales, except among Grandpere* s descendants, but 
in view of possible publicity pending, it is quite possible 
collectors may want to. get in on the deal, and if so. I can 

enabli VV h ® ba ! iB ° f 6 "®® t8 d#li ™*y, which will 

enable Book *111 to turn out some more. 

Rrantily, I have no doubt I could dispose of all the items 
among my mulatto friends without any difficulty, but it is 
reassuring to have the guarantee of the influence of the clergy 

P a ft iculax enterprise, and I am at the same 
th? d ® aom8t Jing for Grandpere's Churoh financially, since 

tne 18 tail profit on the sales made by the Church in a way will re¬ 
present "found money" for that institution. 
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during our conference, hold In camera, there was rauoh 
social doings going on elsewhere in the Reotory, where Celeste 
was chatting with the other priests. Father Callahan and I 
joined thdm and I was invited to inspeot the new Chapel whioh 
had been built into the .-.eotory a few months back. Frankly, I 
was ourious to see it, too, because everyone seems to feel that 
it was the sight of Xucoa's Chapel of the Blessed Martin that 
inspired the idea on the part of the reverened fathers to rig up 
one of their own under their own domioile. It is a lkttle larger 
than the Blessed -»artin's, and while the latter's dominant note 
is color, the Rectory one is an absenoe of the same, ioking 
mud walls, the Recotory one is composition siding, 1 suppose, 
and painteu white. From a Churoh being dismantled in Alexandria, 
La., five windows had been obtained, two.long ones, set flush 
with the floor, as in the Blessed martin 8, and going to the ceiling 
These face the «est whiciK ought to make~the room wonderfully 
boiling, especially in summer. 'Then there are three small 
windows over the little altar, of odd shapes, they are, with 
two of.them a little like the upper part of the one in the Blessed 
Martin 8, and the other a triangular sort of thing, with the three 
sides curving in between the points. All are of indeterminate 
design, the sort of thing one would find on some non-desoript 
inexpensive vase, turned out in the gay '90*8. The glass 
i8 frosted or non-transparent, and possibly opaque, with 
only a little swirl or two by way of an Anna Held or Sarah Bernhart 
swish toward the top, and so pastel as to seem part of the 
balance of the window. Frankly they suggest a religious instituion 
not at all, either in coloring or design, and what with the 
whiteness of the room, produoe a washed out ^characterless impression 
In a way, sinoe the Church serves mulattoes, it seems to me about 
the difference between the marvelously deep velvety hue of 
a negro and the pale, indeterminate faded oafe-au-lait of a 
scantily toned mulatto. Some day you will examine the place 
yourself and decide how unfair I am being. To paraphrase that 
song of Paul Robeson's in his rendition of "Show Boat", the Blessed 
Martin Chapel "still suits me". 

Crabbing at random for a clearer comparison, I think i oan 
make myself even clearer thus: - the Blessed Martin Chapel 
is Miss Aee, both as to depth and character; the Rectory Chapel 
is pute Marie Antoinette, the same shallowness and transparencies. 
s o there you are. 

Two mechanics spent the uay here, installing two colling 
units in the new white house, - one in the boudoir, the other 
in the .living room. * third oooling unit was installed in the 
master s office ut the store. The mechanics were the brothers 
Walmsley, borthere of the bride, By chance the grom put in his 
first appearance since the nuptials, —at supper last night. 

It is said he looks terrible and is trying to figure out a plans 
to rid himself of wfcix wife and offspring. And.so things 
turn, chapels and charlatans, and all in the day s work.,.. 


( MKH. V 
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Wednesday, June 25th, 1962. 


-‘emorandura: 

here comes a dull letter,, so either brace yourself 
against boridora or better still, just play I didn't 
say anything. 

For the day has been long and on the warm side, without 
a brenther from sun up until after first dark, in cons- 
sequenoe whereof the scatter-brain department is hitting on 
all cylinders. 

If I con find it, i shall enolose a letter from -*rs. Holloman 
which, if memory serves since noon, when I explored it, contains 
nothing, a carbon of her letter to the Bianyune, mentioned in 
her letter with the request the I return it, wasn t bad, but 
between her and the -tioayune, the story about the plates has 
been just about submerged for'some kind of a thing revolving 
•about a personality instead. I'have no doubt the thing they are 
contriving may be more readable than what I tossed off, but 
why they just could let the plates roll, I oan t imagine. *ut 
since nobody probably over started off such a thing on a shoe¬ 
string, it is perhaps remarkable that anything at all gets 
this far. 

As f<pr myself, I have reached the point described by 
the -‘adam s phrase when she wanted to indicate a person's 
failure to remember something or possibly the indifferenoe that 
eraorges after one has definitely finished with something; - 

".just as indifferent as a oow over her last 

year’s calf". 

Although hoeing continues in the cotton, I drew a 
couple of strong arms this morning in pursuance of a request 
for a bit of assistance. Usually nothing on earth oan 
hook a hoe hand before the ootton, hundreds of acres of it, 
has been but completely freed from grass. But long ago I 
learned to use impending holidays as a pry to' lift 
brawn, what with the prospect of extra Henrys likely to be falling 
in at any holiday week end. And the trick worked today, although 
the 4th is still ten days off. 
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in the midst of strenuous operations this afternoon, 
just about the time i had reached a pleasant innundation of sweat, 
Joseph Pierson, the Natchitoches banker, appeared among 
the bushes. He explained his mother, Huth, had sent greetings, 
and that awaiting him in the car were r, and Mrs. Forester, 
the former being the President of the «ham»ber of Commerce 
in town. He was so anxious to have the Foresters meet me and 
take a gander about the place. I allowed as how I 
was available, deserting the plants for the people. 

Ur. Forester asked me if 1 could give him a general idea 
as to where Uncle A 'om's cabin reputedly stood. I told him 
I would show it to him on a map a little later, and so after 
the tour, I pushed them onto the sofa in the living room, and 
brought forth the sketch of the Cane Hiver Country map. 

Everybody was enchanted and, almost as though I had rehearsed 
him, ^r. Forester said how fortunate it would be if something 
like that were conveniently hung in the Chamber of Commerce so 
that visitors could be directed to it when dropping in to 
inquire about the region. 

Somewhat coyly, I fear, I asked him if he would care to 
have the replica of the map, fired into porcelain, for 
the office of the Chamber. said he would be entranced. 

*nd so that just about nails down one good souroe of advertising 
for the impending item, and the best part of it is that 
in such a situation, the plate ought to serve for years on 
end for just the purpose we had in mind, —calling it to the 
attention of people generally and passing pilgrims in particular. 

It is pleasant to report that -*adam Hegard is up and about, 
but her recuperation isn t quite complete, for there remains that 
toad-like stolidity that*ailing people manifest before their old 
time vigor and animation has been completely restored. And yet 
Celeste is gambling on a complete return to vim and vigor on her 
Mother's part before next l'uesday when the "Antiques" will 
be enter; ined by “-adam Hegard. This is a-* rat her large group 
of elderly women which -iadam Hegard declares ‘Celeste engineered 
her into before she knew what was up. These ancient ladies meet 
every month at the home of one or another, and the thing falls 
quite flat, 1 believe, since age never was ti.e sole criterion 
of common interest, and T think "‘a'dam Hegard finds many of the 
oldsters decidedly on the dull and hypo-ohrondiracioal side. 

My grapevine, meantime, reports nothing new on the Manhattan 
hejira for July, and nothing direct has been mentioned as yet, 
but it is nevertheless definitely in the cards, and you are as 
secure as you may care to be. High-ho, - and now ano bath 
and bed...... 


( Aa i fy, 
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Thursuay, June 26th, 1952. 


Memornadum: 

a matter of no moment occurs to me which I intended 
mentioning s me time back but somehow forgot. 

a week or so ago there were some California movie ex¬ 
ecutives here and with them an expet on antiques. 

1 n.the living room on the odd shaped tip-top occasional 
table, 1 keep your Christmas box of metal, the one exectued 
in the blue and white of the Wedgewood manner, which originally 
contained the elegant fruit cake. 

The antique expert thrilled with enthusiasm when 
his gaze landed on this object, and with rare consideration, 
asked if he might pick it up to examine it more closely 
as he had never seen such a splendid piece of Wedgewood. His 
exuberance attracted the attention of the other people 
present to this object, but I told him I was distressed to 
be forced to deny his request, as the piece had just been put in 
order by a mender of china, as one of the acanthas leaves had 
had to be replaced at a cost of considerable time and 
artistry, and in view of the humidity obtaining at the time, it 
seeraea wise to admire the piece from afar without touching it 

«<e had just been examining the bidet which I had explained 
was a mulatto import of the early 1600's, and, as so frequently 
ha pens, the history of one object was confused with another, 
and when the peo le said goo bye at the gate, reference was 
made once more to that most pslendid piece of Wedgewood "which 
was a mulatto import of the early 1800's". 

Ho there you are, and if that gentleman ever passes this 
ay again and gets a opportunity to examine the oake 
box and discovers it to be ersatz .Ved^ewood, he is going to 
drop dead of chagrin tttfeht then and there. 

The weather continues trememnoudsly hot and we are 
actually experiencing drought condition, save for the 
heavy dews at night which seem to mate up for much of the 
absence of rain. One easily remains all a-drio 
except when dropping in to the house across the fence or 
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the office which maintain a temperature b& or 30 degrees 
lower t nt that obtaining elsewhere. 

In view of the unusual heat th>.t is a characteristic of 
Louisiana at this season, I have been think, much of late about 
the new policy of the Parish sohool board which has instituted 
a new schedule for the colored schools. Up to this year, 
the colored chi dron have gone to school from November until 
May. flow the old custom has been done away with, and 
the children go from mid November until May, followed by 
a month s vacation during June. The they go ba-R to 
school from or during July and August, vacation at cotton 
and pecane harvesting during September and October, and 
they ‘go caok to ecnool again in mld-flovember. This 
arrangement fits in very nicely with freedom for hoeing 
during June and cotton picking in September and ^ugust, 
but disregards temperatures completely. All the negro schools 
I know, having been bult for winter ocoupanoy, are usually 
provided with wood stoves or butaine, with soant, if any, 
reagrd for ventlllation. And since the institutions were 
nove occupied during the full heat of summer, such considerations 
didn^t matter. But now, with the full blast of oven heat 
durnea out, a room "wedged out" with children, and not 
so much as an oloctrio fan to etir the air any, the experience 
ought to be one in endurance rather than education, i should 
think. 

And speaking of things educational, .my little old 
scholar of way back, —Brother, - Olemence's grandson, oame 
to see me the other evening, fl y now he muet be lc or 
14 but doe so t seem to have grown a bit since he used to 
rattle off; * 

"The man is ih the garden, haing out olothes, 

^nd along came a blackbird and silp snipped his nose slap off." 

I can t believe that the *aris Green, consumed when he 
was five or Six could have arrested his growth completely 
after all fhese years, but whatever the oause, the 
youth hasn t grown at all, and as he is the same age, 1 
believe, or about the same age as nee, who is over 6 feet 
tall at 14,' 1 must eventually arriange to take a snap shot of 
the two of them together. 

-*adam flegard tells me the heverened fathers called on 
her last night and did much talk about their enthusiasm over the 
prospect of handling the Grandpere plate. Let's hope 
tne same enthusiasm obtains when it comes time for them to 
start beating the drum in earnest. 


Friday, June 27th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

The heat continues, bringing forth its usual crop of 
pilgrims, including some from hr. hand at 2 this afternoon, 
and it's wonderful to what physical trials people living within 
the Alexandria area will go to explore ye olde plantation when 
everything is melting donw and 364 other days in the year, many of 
them less enervating, are available for sight seeing. 

•out if the pilgrims can take it, I can, and besides, 
am usually secretly glad they interrupt me when I am 
whaling away at the weeds, for 1 must confess it 
is a heap less enervating, guiding the uninitiated than 
contending with out of hand vegetation. 

And after the last batoh had gone, it was about 6 and 
X collapsed on a bench in the "avant cour" for a cigarette, and 
we impressed by the tameness of the birds assembling for 
afternoon tea, for the water in the big old iron pot must 
have been tepid if not precisely boiling, ferhaps it is 
tne heat tnat makes humans and animals more quarrelsome and 
our feathered friends less combative, for there sitting 
about the rim of the cauldron ail at the same time were 
4 blue Jays, two cardinals, one mourning dove, two oat birds 
and a fiook of smaller k fry, probably warblers whose 
identity x couldn't establish. I /as especially entranced 
at the sight of the cat birds, for the ones who used to nest 
in the great oak, aming eaoh sunset hour redolent with their 
liquid music, had never sung again after the great Wenk bombard¬ 
ment months baok, perhaps February of 1961. But now 
it appears n new family has established itself, not in the old 
oak but in the magnolia of the "avant court", and at 
7:30 this evening they were pouring out their hearts with 
song that seemed just as melodious as anything I ever heard 
issuing from their Buopean cousins, the nightingales. 

The waxing moon has also inspired, the mocking birds to 
ao their best these soft, velevty nights, and i hear 
two of them in the white garden^ making the night sweet 
with their music. 
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In today s post cam* an oda assortment of things, includ¬ 
ing .an unsealed air mail from Heno, c ntaining a folder 
on the Planetarium of the franklin Society of rhiladelphia. 
i assume nothing else had been enclosed in the envelope which 
was mightily tattered. 

Another item was a note from a Dallas lady who had been 
here a couple of weeks back. It was a bread and butter business, 
but included an inquiry as to the possiblity of bringing 
a number of ladies from Dallas wi'th her within the next 
month or so. She explained she had been so enchanted with her 
visit tnat she could like to share the same sensation with 
.her frienas. Ihere is nothing unusual about that, but when 
I consider that Dallas is 200 miles to the northwest and 
a bevy of bags seem to think nothing about make a 600 mile jaunt 
for a go-round at -elrose indicates that there must be something- 
wrong wit their neads or else I sometimes fail to realize how 
much a -lelrose tour means to those who really enjoy it, 

I telephoned Dr. *oombs at his college office this afternoon 
to inquire after the health of his family. I had heard he had 
recently undergone a minor operation for some malignanoy on his 
wrist. But he said he is alright and is having a fine time in 
his vegetable garden where he works every day. Mrs. Coomhs, he 
said, gets two shots every day for some nerve thing, having to 
do witn the ruputured whatever that got knocked out of line 
is guess in the spinal column, last year. Her docotrs think 
some injections, over a period a # year or so may obviate the 
necessity for taking the backbone apart and putting it together 
again. *e said her sister was in the hospital, having 
lallen into a hole in the street in Alexandria, and that her 
motnor was on the mend, following the blowing of of her kitchen 
gas stone which sprayed the poor old lady with boiling grease 
and set fire to tne kitchen. , fortunately the prompt arrival 
of the fire department saved her Mother s home from being wricked. 

1 must say that family has more adventures than any I ever ran 
aoross. 

a couple of engineers and electricians will Ibor at rigging up 
the new machinery in the gin over the week end, and what with 

l£nali 0SF T H 0f haVi " 8 " borab ' Sunday, too, I shouldn't be 

h? v* s «l* h ! had 8 couple of lines from Pat, saying 

he would be here for two or three days on the 4th, when 
the Joe Henrys are expected from Texas, —after which I 
reckon Melrose may subside into the banalaties of 
pilgrims and plants. 


Sunday, June 29th, 1962. 


Memorandum; 

*nd so the best news of the week end was moisture. 

evening about sunset, a half inch of rain fell 

to aisorb th> U,Dld ' 

Today was cloudless and steaming hot. but a*-ain about 

S|SS-F:2- 

iXrES ¥ r? -“srffs si 

With a pole cat, — Taffy° '’S^vo^th 0 * 11 ’ and ° nc ® Presented me 

sometime have a Melroil lour 1 lloullt tZVt* th# h ° P ! h ® might 
and afterward the the time auspicious, 

I could ima ine for^f ^ ®°" rouild meant more than 

where Ar kSnJ’niw i^ao baCk to 0d ® 8Sa . Texas shortly, 

much pte^sure in ?a!^u that his £ath#r w0ul(i B*™ so 

pleasant, such an echo after the passage of year* to know that 

cult rn^aaS® 11 ?! 0 ?- th ® p * ople of seemingly small "capacity for 

ssimilation, really do carry away something with them. 

Dr onJfo a o? Ut i mia af ? ernoon . Maud Pattison appear, bringing 
hid a - l95 : andria 8fld a Mrs. Brown with her. We * 

Isked iJ he mi ?? Dtaot aud £r * Willis, a friend of Dr. Hand's, 

2 fjf b f come bfl ct shortly to do some color photography, 

two lx t Ilf th ® photo * ra P ha Br. Hand took tox me 
thlv le^e ®f° ha I® never been mentioned since the day 

y e .napped. I wonder what happened, or if he simply forgot. 

I was glad to see ~rs. Coombs for a few minutes Saturday. 
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She had had some errand down this way, hut was in a "slow hurry", 
what with having to get home to take her daughter to the bus 
for Shreveport where the latter is in training as a nurse. Phe 
girl is not up to par, what with the impending operation for 
the removal of three wisdom teeth which require a bit of surgery. 

Mrs. Coombs was delighted at the proggect of a Grandpere 
plate. One of Grandpere's descendants is a Coombs servant, and 
-rs. Coombs said she was positive not only the servant would 
want more than one plate, but in mentioning them to other 
descendants of Grandpere in town, of which, it seems, there are 
many, quite a stack, of the things would have to be rolled 
in the general direction of Natchitoches. Somehow two 
of these had heard of the Melrose Plantation plate and had 
be-sou fc ht Mrs. Coombs to discover some way of obaining them 
on their behalf. She said that a couple of wives of 
college professors had asked i.er for the same favor, and 
she surges ed that the college stationary might welcome and do 
exceedingly well with the Cane xiiver Country plate when it 
becomes available. It seems the whole coolege has to go 
through that department to get mail, and lots of visitors to 
kin folks in school use the same post office, so that something 
in the nature of a souvenir such as the Cane Biver Country number 
might be very desire able. I think the idea good. 

Maud -cattison, who hasn't been interested at all in 
eitner the ..ieirose rlantation or Cane .diver “ountry plates, 
gave me a mild surprise by asking me to let her have one of 
the Grandpere plates as soon as available. Prom the inception 
of the idea for this item, I have been convinced that ti would' 
sell not at all, save among mulatto kin folks of Grandpere and 
yet both Maud -attison and Mrs. Coombs have asked to "get in on 
the ground floor", ourely these two requests mean nothing so 
far as indicating a trend, but I should be astonished if, in 
the end, Grandpere unexpectedly rooled 'way out in front. 

Although summer is definitely upon us, the real "dog days" 
are still in the office when the honkey-tonks are scenes of 
bigger and better sc ffles. Still, some hint of what lies ahead 
was manifest this afternoon when the widow brown, (currently 
Mrs. oam Peace) did a bit of carving on Madam Pugabou, both 
ladies having to be taken to the hospital to have a bit of sewing 
performed on their respective persons 

Closer to home 1 learn by the grapevine that impending plans 
for the Manhattan jaunt have been temporarily shelved because of 
a slight indisposition on the part of x/ee's daughter, and 
so unwinds the beginning of another week. 
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Monday, June 30th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

i’ha sun didn't shine today. Neither did it rain. 

But with the heat af 97 and the humidity at 99 and 44 one 
hundredths, it didn t require muoh moseying about to 
get the sweat glands going full tilt. 

fhe plantation didn't work and so the bark Nuke came bye 
this morning and we decided it was an excellent time to 
slap on another ooat on th« screen. We shall probably put 
on a other later in the week and then it will be completed, 
and mighty pretty it looks already. As to what 1 am going 
to do with the thing when it is finished, I wouldn't 
have the slighte.t idea, but it's pretty alright, and I'll 
find a place for it somewhere. 

The cutting scuffle on yesterday at the local honkey- 
tonk was followed today by Madam i'ugabou and associates 
going to town to see about having i»ina Brown Peace arrested 
and jailed for disorderly conduct. Alphonse Metoyer who 
as operator of the honkey-tonk, gave his version of the doings 
to J. , said that "Nina is sure an outlaw lady alright 
but she's good for his business since she knows how to slide 
up to the men folks and _et them to buy whiskey". 

i’he use ol tne word, "lady" is so common in these parts, 
that one would be astonished if one heard anything other 
than, say, "wash lady" or scrub lady" or some suefc, but 
I guess this is tne first time 1 have heard of an 
"outlaw lady", and, naturally 1 love it. 

And speaking of ladies, those across the fence must be 
well on the mend, since they headed out fox town before 7 this 
mo ning for a go at the Beau* ^arlor. Phe younger lady 
went back to town again this afternoon, but the elder one 
remained at home and I saw her for a few minutes before 
•supper ti e. She siad she felt tired and wished she didn’t 
have to entertain the "antiques" on the morrow. 
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Col lection, 
TO 


f 



' . ,or da ->' s 1 haV e been intending to thanlc vou attain for 
the transcription yon forwarded recently, oovennfth^ letter 
of iflther Eaumgartuer to the Madam, giving an historical 
aketch of the Church of St. Augustin: imoriseed by 

RrLs t ? t8 h 6n Jv 1 that th9 P rish was Q stablished in 1645 whioh 
declare it la ?? r th f n thQ Re ^rend Fathers now 

£* s 1 h : J : T P* i 

tho^ht? no * th * matt8r “»» 

appreciation of their historic past Had tM o nnt >, 

? the 

Ctaroh bu?\n‘ th. 4T S h Tt*d ». r *1* Q ° n0,r ' ad »i*h th. 

eithe. way! h ’ 1 doQ8n * seem to cut 80 rauch io« 

^SSStW-SL^ss^. 

mentioned in the letter may or ma£ n!t h«i in * 
plantory clause indicating Clara is Frank's former 
ife, -i have forgotten the c ntext, but so she wae. 

f-fcci- or Morrow or some such tonight remarked 

.^H=- 

3KSSaS“‘-as>3. , a^S! : js* 


Tuesday, July 1st, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

c 

How nice to find your long, newsy letter of Thursday in 
today's post. At first announcement of the news that;you 
had simply taken off the day filled me with no end of’delight, 
but as 1 progressed and discovered that you had taken a 
"vaoation to turn the world upside down, hang it out on the 
lino, take it in an iron, and the Lord knows what other lines 
of endeavor, then T wasn't so sure that you had done well 
to escape the drudgery of routine labor. As for myself, I 
am taking' your advise to go slow during these hot days, and 
I am hoping you may take a page from the some recommendations 
to do likewise. • 

iwas at once fascinated and flabberghasted by your account 
of the strange harum-scarum doings of the Simon Bolivar numbers. 

It doesn t seem possible such "Alice au pays des merveilles" could 
go on in-'the current century. -But as I frequently witness different 
but somewhat similar performances, the antics of your problem kin 
are quite within my comprehension, *nd was there ever such a 
sigh, suoh an expressive sigh of relief, as when, momentarily, we 
find ourselves free from such perpetrators. 

*nd how well you expressed that curious,-and withal slightly 
ridioulous interest wo all, on occasion, summon up when some 
void demands a filler, 1 am thinking of the television program and 
how, no matter how trite the thing may have been, it suddenly 
became the object of vast concentration on everyone's part, with 
ev ryone seo re'tly thankful to heaven for having thus provided 
something or other to fill in the blank moments, —or hours, 

Today's post was one of those that usualy turn up after a few 
days of unusual thinness. Today there was a bumper crop, much 
of«which I haven t even opened. I am glad to say that my latest 
secretary, —I believe her name is iSmlly, reads remarkably well, and 
bravely waded through much today, but except for your letter, 

1 read but sections of those which mi^ht oall for immediate attention, 
and la 3torra's, which was long and in a hand that was a little diffioultt 
for one unaccustomed to it. I shall try to run through it on the 


9 




1 


From the FRANCOIS HlGNON PAPERS* 111 3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


I i cU * 


5545 


Tl-dC 


morrow, and then pass It along. A six page assortment from **rs. 
Holloman contained a letter from her to me, a letter from the 
Picayune to her, and a transcript of a new eegraent of story she 
has Just forwarded t be added to the original one. as 
she probably altered the original manuscript about the plates 
considerably, —she says in her letter to the Picayune she didn't 
retain a copy, and as it now appears from the duplicate, asked for 
by return mail, that she has dipped into unusued material 
originally dicOtated for the artiole of a few years baok, - 
"Miss Cammie Still ^ives at Melrose", Just what the final 
results may be, 1 shudder to think., ?or example, there seems to be 
one place in which she quotes me directly as sa ing: "There 
never was any telling whom one might encounter at dinner 
in the big house”, - which I may have erha^s sai$ when trying to 
give the impression of the variety of Miss Jammie s friends and 
the various lines of Endeavor they represented. But taken out of 
its context, 1 can only wonder what the final impression may be like, 
Hut since the primary purpose of the article is to sell plates and 
not personalities, A shall not object too much if t< e former end is 
achieved, and i shall probably have to charge off the strange 
Holloman personality tints to unexpected oosts. 

One thing in la Storm's letter struck me as coincidental 
as things that are always happening to you and me. In writing 
her, it has been ray custom, even as in writing you, to mention 
any wine that particularly xfc struck my fancy, and the other day 
I reported a tawny port, bottoled by the Christian Brothers 
in Rapa, California, This letter was written after la Storm 
had moved on t Reno, but in her response, she goes into some 
detail regarding the self same organisation, and indicates 
she has but recently visited the place. She is what Miss Cammie would 
style a sight. 

And speaking of la Storm reminds me to s y how glad I am 
you found the fruit and nuts from her to be alright. I laughed 
loud and long at your fortitude in not going into the "aw Cleans 
number at the same sitting on the grounds of avoirdupoide, 

I suppose everyone is forever trying to fashion the rest of 
humanity after is own pattern, but in my case, I most oertainly 
do when it comes to the matter of eating. I am a great 
believer in it, and Just so long as an individual feels well, I 
think he should slide straight ahead in the food department, 
for who cares about an hour glass figure, either in gazing at one 
or possessing one, and I have always felt a little extra poundage 
is a wonderful insurance against times when non-digestive ailments 
tend to eat up one s reserve strength. So much to talk about 
and so much desire^to share a bit of that Tender Leaf tea, but 
I must fold for now, a.ter thanking'you for such a happy day. 
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Wednesday, July 2nd, 1952. 


memorandum: 

The weather continues..., 

I dropped by to say Howdy to ^adam Regard this afternno 
about 5, and what with my garden activities, although at reduoed 
speed making the 100 degree temperature seem much higher than 
that, T nearly frozen when I made my bow next door and 
was presented with a large bowl of ice cream, drowned in frozen 
strawberries. Celeste was in town, aud Madam‘Regard and I 
had ample opportunity to cover a lot of unfinished business. 

Hut the mOst astonishing thing the lady opined was: 

"t's so much cooler today, isn't it." 

~nd the answer was but definitely Ho. 

Celeste mu-t have had quite a narrowing morning for 
flanked by only three servants, she undertook supervisinga 
c oine over of the big house in'anticipation of impending company 
and that is a chore t at inevitably upsets ti.e applecart. 

as for myself, i had a single servant for six housesa 
aud a few acres of garden thrown in for good measure, and 
so my problem wasn't nearly so great, so far as making 
people;jump crooked. 

I sometimes laugh to myself at the master's concept of 
w at labor is involved in keeping an establishment suoh as 
tr.e six houses and gardens in order. Yesterday raor ing, for 
example, he asied md if one servant for a half day wouldn't 
be adequate. 1 & uesE he was yearning to put said servant 
into the field with the other hoe hands. Hut by noon I 
had contrived sufficient tangle to require further assistance, 
aud ns the master won elevent hundred golden schraakers at 
the gaming talbe in the afternoon, he seemed positively expansive 
by the time another night had passed. 

J?rom his mother-in-law, I learned he saw his suddenly 
acquired niece yesterday and rrved 'over her beauty more than 
he had everx been known to remark on anyone before. . It will 
be interesting t see if she is trotted out here for the 4th. 


» 
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In yesterday's memo, I didn’t get around to thaik you for 
passing along the crux of the Palomar Observatory story, and 
I am glad to have it, as I shall want to refer to it .when next 
I take Underwood in hand to write la Storm, I got around to 
explore her letter today, and am enclosing it herewith. Going 
for a swim at 80, as she casually mentioned in her letter, is 
really something to contemplate. Surely she is a remarkable 
individual and I woner at -her vitality, There is something about 
her energy that reminds me of the Liadam's and how once remarked to 
her how happy he would be when she ,_ot to be 90 and so would 
not generate energy enough for for more that three or' four people 
instead of sufficient for ten in her usual state. 

The sudden 6 u8ts of wind in Saturday's and Sunday's rains 
were of that curioue course, seeming to blow slap down from on high 
rather than paralleling the surface of the earth, and the net result 
was that lots of plants look as though some mighty hand and forced 
them slap toward the groupnd. a lot of thing could be straightened 
up, some of the things would straighten up by themselves, and 
enough plants were so flattened they had to be cut down, what with 
their main stalks being completely broken. The bananas aLong 
the front gallery suffered very slightly,; but there were a few 
big leaves which were snapped off and had to be removed. In 
snipping off a couple of such, I discovered that the big old 
blossoms on the Orinocos are putting out, --impressive itoms 
suggesting fat spear herds coming to a sharp point, and the whole 
bud about the size of two hands cupped together. The winter 
was so mild, I anticipated a large crop thie year but the early 
November frost wrought havoc with this year's prospects, and 
I am gratefull that there will t.e any at all. Oddly enough the 
*renbourg ones, in a more exposed position that the Yucca once, 
seem to promise a hotter yield, so that by the time autumn 
is upon us, the Ohapel of the Blessed -‘artin ought to be 
quite gay with emerald-green bunches of bananas suspended from 
the rafters like huge exotic chandeliers, 

I must get off an air mail letter to Bock Hill on the morrow, 
for it only came to ray mind today that I probably didn't make it 
too dear on the Qrandpore plate that the 100th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Parish was concerned exclusively with 
the rarish of St. augustin and not with Natchitoches Parish. Until 
this thought struck me, I had never thought about the presenoe 
of political and religious Parishes, severaly of the latter within 
the confines of the former, —a circumstances which, of course, 
could happen only in Louisiana, since this is the only State 
having the- political divisions styled as Parishes. Well, so 
things go, and 1 must fold for now and may your vacation be 
a thumping success. 


Thursday, July 3rd, 195k, 


Heraorandurn: 

The tl.erraoraeter continues to "hoover around 100, 
but last night it touched a low of-78 which somehow 
seemed quite frigid Just before dawn. I continue to 
mosey about at s^ov. motion speed and thus far the 
heat 'really hasn t bothered me at all. 

I had expected no servants today but drew two, and 
so Was fairly busyuntil 11 when the pilgrim potter 
began to emerge. 

Harlier in the morning I learned J. a. had 
sent some movie people to see me, but 1 nevet did see 
them or perhaps they though the big house was the only 
structure to excite their interest. I did see them 
trapsing out of the front gate an hour latter, but 
I didn't deter them in their flight and whenoe they 
came or when and whom they represented, I haven t 
the vaguest ida. I understand J. H. talked with them 
earlieT in the day in town, but ^ never did see him, 
and am thankful I eluded that business. 

At 11 the Spndahls of ahreveport arrived, - 
Hr. and Hrs. and’Hiss, alone: with a young lady from 
St. Louis. They are old friends and know the place 
pretty well, as Hr. B. did some restoration work here at 
one time or another. But they hadn't chanced to be 
down this way since along about!194£ or 1943, and 
so they had many a new twist to inspect. It was 
-lr. a. who restored Beaufort, and 1 believe he is 
considered one of ahreveport’s more successful architects 

^hey are oharming people and I asked them to hurry 
with the tour, for, as I explained, the dinner bell would 
soon be sounding and I wasn't dreaming of Inviting 
them to dinner, what with the lateuess of the hour 
makine it unlikely the cook woulc have much In luok 
in addi'n^ water to the soup. 

We timed the tour neatly but Just as we reached 


• • • • 
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the front gate, five minutes after the bell had 
rung, it was noticed their car had a flat. It was 
fortunate that the garage wasn't too far distant, but 
it took the experts about an hour to chance the flat 
and my ' soup" was accordingly delayed considerably. 

My little old lady secretary was la e in arriving, — 
usually she a«.es it at 12:30, but today it was 4, and 
I smiled to myself when she asked, on departing: 

"•wo i have to come tomorrow, and the reason I 
ask is because tnere's a frolic up the road." 

I told her sue didn't, for I figured I still would 
have i-ee and Junior Fugabou as etop-gnps. and they 
are likely to show up, frolic or no frolic. 

fhe Joe Henrys were expected tonight, but they areuivad 
at one o clock noon instead, and it is always a pleasure 
to see them. Both sets of a. G. 1 s will arrive from 
iaton Rouge tomorrow (the 4th) in the afternoon and 
remain, until dinner on the 5th. The Juniors w 11 
occupy J. h. Vs and Celeste's section of the domain. 


Friday, July 4th, 1552. 


Memorandum: 

now nice to find your five o'clock letter of Monday in 
today's post. 

Receiving mail on holidays, although an old story at this 
bend of the river, is, nevertheless forever a mild surprise to 
which I never get quite accustomed. And today it was doubly so, 
because I had anticipated nothing from the direction of Lyme, 
assuming your social calendar was pretty well clogged duning and 
perhaps following the week end. 

But thank heavens that week end is over and how pleasant it 
is to contemplate your little sojourn in the Catskills where 
I hope you encounter no end of ozone, coolness and goes of 
sound sleep. • I laughed to myself at how soon the moun ain 
trek became a-reality after 1 had charted the plans, all unknown 
to anybody. 


The helplessness of Junior isuuderlined by the 
fact that the 20 hour visit is carefully timed so 
that only three eliminations of urine will bo necessary 
during his absence and it is understood that other 
matters res.rved for the sanctity of the private 
bath room may be by-passed during the interim of their 
bascnce from their own home. What a pitiful situation 
and how wearing it must be not only for the patient but 
for those nearest and derrest. 


. }' Ot £ 0r l f ?, om , ao ? k which * as I understand it, 

i Ti? 0 . ally Hall, indicates the Grandpere plate 

will be executed and forwarded prior to September 15th, - 

a.magical date 1 specified, for I believe the St. Augustin 

rair takes place in October, and I wanted to be sure 

the merchandise was to hand well in advance to the dead line. 

1 take it Father Callahan must have mentioned the 
l pending plate to someone on the Joyous Coast recently 
for touay two residents of that section telephoned me to 
inquire when the item would be avilable. *s these people 
are not in the intellectual brackets and I imagine 
rather unsympathetic to anything in the color department, 

1 was a little surprised at the inquiry. Berhaps they 

were making the request for information in behalf of servants. 

and yet they are scarcely the kind who would be that 
considerate, u 


Locally the weather remains unchanged and while the , 
program was about as usual for a'holiday, the pilgrims weren t 
so numerous as i had expected. 

This morning a couple of fine gentlemen from Dalles telephoned 
from town, explaining they were acquaintances of Hudolph, and 
asking if the might drop in to see me and ^elrose. They could. 
Before i had gone with the post, the grapevine advised me they 
had already had arrived and were chatting with Joe in the 
store, it turned out that one of the men recognized Joe, whose 
name he had never known, as being in a group with him in the Armyf 
(for) a weet, 7 years ago, studying chemical warfare. n© certaiity 
must have a wonderful memory and of course Joe was glad the man 
- made himself known. Odd that the man who had heard Rudolph speak 
of -lelrose so often, had* never known the name of his military 
associate and so never connected him with Louisiana. 

My guests remained until after 11, and at dinner, Juanita 
spoke of having spent the morn ng with Celeste down at -*ayor fi-eyes 
camp, down Magnolia way on the opposite bank fo ’the river, and 
she brought me a message from the Mayor, asking if he might stop 
in thie week end sometime. He could. 
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Sunday, July 6th, 1952. 


I was glad to see lit.Hand this aft rnoon. ae and the hoys 
were at the camp hut Blythe didn't come. Something other 
than her mother’s imperfect health must be biting her. 

a servant brought news that the Senior and Junior S. G.'s 
had arrived and were across the fence, so Dr. Hand and I went 
over there for a little visit. Junior seemed fine, and the 
gaiest member of the group*, with his wife, Barbara, a close 
'second. J. a . had had a rampp built up his front steps, and 
so Junior can fly aaout, inside and out, like a breeze, 
especially as he operates his rolling chair with seeming easy 
and pleasure. 

We nil dined, save -mdam Hegard, at the big house, and 
as I drew a place between J. u; and Barbara, found the 
conversation went along nicely with the fried chicken, potato 
salade and so on. 

The table ran thus: - J. n., Joe, Celeste, the General, 

Ba.,nie, francos, Juanita, Madam General, Junior, Barbara and myself, 
from this, you will note the absence of two members of the 
family. Three times a telephone invitation to i»nn brought 
a refusal to attend, and a call to Shreveport last night elicited 
a like negative from Sister, - although the reasons for declining 
were probably scarcely the same. 

In today's post came a note from x/aisey in the Dll, along 
wit an article which I Okayed and returned forthwith. The 
article isn't any b ood, and I shall be astonished if it ever sees 
print. Well mi^ht she have improved on my efforts, but somehow 
sue felt impelled to inject so much Texas material andbefore 
one is half through with the piece, one has forgotten the subject. 

I believe the manuscript she mentioned in her last letter, os 
ready to forward to *“r. acott was the one she had stirred up some 
time back, - a dete tive story or sdrae such, and come to think of 
it, perhaps that is why she hasn't been sleeping well lately— 
too much blood and thunder, possibly. 


As for the errors in the manuscript or the Hews artiole, 

I didn't think they mattered at all, since th article wasn t any good 
to begin with and probably will never see print. And even 
though'it may, it id doubtful if anyone will read more than 
the first sentence, so all succeeding errors wont register anyway. 
Apparently the girl isn t up to par or some such, and I thought 
it pointless to take th® thing apart and expect her either to "see 
the light' or even want to make the corrections, and i just said 
fine and let it whiz. How 11 whizz into my tub, and 
thence to ray downy couoh.... 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your letter in Saturday's post. I 
am sorry to say the postman was so much ahead of time that 
he had already departed before 9 o'clock when I passed 
that way. 

*nd may I tell you how kind I think you Ire to have marched 
over to 42nd Street. It was so thoughtful of you and as 
soon as the glossy arrives, I shall put one in the mail for 
the Picayune, via, Holloman, immediately, I’he two glossies 
will be ample for current plans, but it is nice to know 
a film exists so it will be to hand whenever we have occasion 
to draw on it. 

I hope your jauht to the mountains wasn't too enervating 
and that right now you are luxuiiating in gobs of rest. 

Saturday morning at this bend of the river was razzle-dazzle. 
Madam General at breakfast announced she t ought something 
Dy way of twenty five thousand dollars should be expended on 
‘“elrose immediately to "make it a show place", and if not, 
then it should be closed up tight. She said-that in a round 
about way news,had come to her that some pilgrims had remarked 
the house wasn t in good repair and that it was humiliating 
to know people°ehould find it so. u f course she hasn t any 
intellectual comprehension of what the place is all about 
and I reckon her type of friends want nothing so much to see 
as a great big Stanton ^all, all a-glimmer and a-gle with 
ten coats of varnish. 

Joe ^enry was supervising some repair work and somehow 
he got into a tiff with the lady and there was a general gloom 
over conv.rsation from then until Baton * k ouge and Conroe 
departed slap after dinner. 

I gave Barbara a little tour in the early morning and 
founa her a pleasant child with as great aspiration and annreciat 
tion of the local set up as her mother-in-law. -uater the 
senior and Junior S. G.’s came to visit me and make a tour 
of the gardens. The wfieel chair moved along like a breeze, 
in spite of the grass and soft spots of ground where the hoes had 
been running. 

I think everyone at this place felt relaxed when 
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B. B. 

clipping mislaid, will send latex. 

<it •« i'. rr 
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’"I J° aloue ®« ain * * lar « e Package was 

leit at , . s by the -£>aton Houge contingent, saying it 

was a wedding-pro sent for the brother who never came out 
xrom town. 



Monday, July 7th, 1952. 


tn III !! qulat had been re£ tored, friend Boston came 

p? ®f and bh ® afternoon, had just returned from l*ake 

f nd bad much to tell me about the Hudson Valley. His 
family is on the joyous const but he must leave them to 
ciiase somewhere but hopes to return in a week, or so. He 
told mo nr. Mattas who lost one eye years ago, has had an 

How r i^ hi- f 90 's QtQ J aCt ?? th £ ° thor » and it: was not a success, 
how in his 90 s, nr. "attas has recently made a will leaving 

f iva^Snrtrf P fJ Qr8 a i ld ,, f ??® 0 hundroa and seventy-five to 

five hundred thousand dollars to the Howard-Tilden -Library -perh 

haps the medLcal section, - ho wasu t'sure. * 

< 

^ Ea ^ 1 * ada ? this afternoon and gave her your message. 

5 e IS* d 80 , ple ? Sed Co b0 rer -'er.ibered. She seems to have° 
stood the week end very nicely and said everyone had fun 
Playing cards last night. I said I assumed the gentlemen 
ISf 0 ' \l 01 ^ CB some ’ but she ® aid thQ General read the paper 

v 0t er L W6re playln f cards * QS “• on taking 

Aurellin home after supper, discovered that many circuits 
of el otricity serving other sections of the neighborhood 
were without lights and as ^resident of Valley Electric, he ' 

nad to soend some time giving the matter his attention, before 

.returning home, and that he had to go out two or three times 
later during the evening, i'he clerk-had already told me 

tnat Mine, de Montespan was reported at a camp just below 

I' aS remindod of sorao faulty transformers 
•iov! h J S noi S hbo fbooa during the war into which the cardinals 
tI 6 !!! 791 getting into, with a view to making a nest, 
b«™ r y time th0y ex P lored one Of the electrical 
!!? ole 8yetera would be completely blown out. 
hast night there must have been a series of birds in the box. 

n tvi on r a polnt you brought up in your next 

oSniJ 1 waB araazed that you had remembered 

about the Phillipine lilies, planted beyond the stained 

fi a8s window of the uhapel. now remarkable you are. 

and as for the lilies, they are doing just fine the entire 

circle, having attained a height f from 2 to 3 ’feet and 

wniJ h n VS Q ? ub . lQd chat height within the next ten days or so 
when an explosion of white trumpets at the top of e- oh 
stalk will proclaim the glory of «od in a variety of 

88 °? e °P®ns the ^hapel door and oatohes sight of 

th ® rede » blues and amethysts of the glass beyond 
v.hich they are flourishing, now wonderful are they and Lyme.... 




Memorandum: 

It s a rare and somewhat dubious accomplishment when 
a person or political party can somehow succeed in over¬ 
shadowing itself. But that is the first impression I have 
in listening to the MacArthur keynote speech in Chicago. 

Like 150,000,000 other people in the country, I had 
been looking forward to the speech, in view of all the hoop-la 
and drum beating ?»bout its scheduled appearance. But the 
scuffle within the Convention itself during the day kept the 
lime light focused on the inter-party brawl, although the 
long heralded speeoh didn t come off until hours after the 
souffle had been raoraeutartly ended, giving prospective 
listeners an opportunity to forget the battle of the dole ates 
and prepare their minds for the great pronouncement by 
tne waldorf Llama. *ut while old soldiers may fade away, 
the vivid memory of the recent knock-down over rules on the floor 
dlQn . c and it would take a mighty good speech to re-capture 
the listener s interest, —and such a speech, it turned out, was 
not forthcoming, ’ 

fh,e purpose of a keynote speeoh, i suppose, is dual in 
purpose, - first to elevate the party in convention, and 
second, to level or sink the opposition party not in 
convention.. This may be accomplished either by sounding 
an emotional olairon call to party members andthe marginal 
voters whose ballots will determine the Aovembor election 
or by an alternative methond, wherein .the keynoter simply 
denounces everything and especially the manifest short¬ 
comings of the prty ,of the opposition. 

e 

**iacAithux selected the latter course but neglected to 
make use of the most devastating materials available and 
denied himself the major effects of those things used by 
couching his message in such long sentences, too many *64.00 
words but vaguely comprehended by large segments of his 
radio audience ano by going too far afield, as ie calling 
the Democratic iarty a war party which convinced no. one, 
so that both his personal and political purposes, whatever they 
may have been, were advanced not at all. 
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One manifest weakness of the Ola a uard, as typified by 
MaoArthur and Taft, is their absence of a sense of hamor. 

Perhaps the Old ^uard never listened or read the Hoosevelt speech 
about Falla getting lost in Alaska, which they might well 
have studied in preparing the keynote address. And particularly 
is this applicable in view of the tenseness o proceedings 
at Jhicago only a few hours prior to the MacArthur appearance 
before the microphones, u f course nobody probably could have 
anticipated the d ings of the day very far in advance, but even 
so, there were several hours of interim between the close of the 
convention's business and the beginning of the speech, and 
the whole thing should have been worked over to eliminate 
txie two ton words and phrases and light and ironic 
lines put in their places. 

Off hand I should say the truth would have been as well served 
and as mucja political advancement attained if some such senteuce 
as this would have been tossed on to the air waves: 

"I come to consider with you such matters as 
mutual cooperation and not mink coates" or "The Bepublican 
Party stands for a vigorough, all-out prosecution of 
the Korean warleaving it to others to threaten punching the 
nose, of a music critic". 

Such lines, of course, would nave instantly been styled 
f,lippant by the opposition but that seems to be exactly what 
the Old Guard lacks and F. u. R. certainly demonstrated that 
in political turmoil a single laugh may cut as much ice as 
a mountain of ponderous half truths and denunciations, 

c 

Well, so much for first impressions of a spoeoh which, as 
it turns out, ended up in a fizzle and the bigger- fool am I to 
be giving it so much consideration. 

On the home front, the first big red leather-like petal 
of tie rinooo blossom dropped to the ground, therebye initiating 
the inception of this year's banana crop, as the fruit 
begins forming at the point each petal breaks off, 

I hope dmily, - pronouced .Smraa-lee, isn't down with the 
prevailing virus difficulty which has kept her papa in bed during 
A- the past week, iprhaps she went back to Shreveport with her 
brother on Sunday, he that as it may, there was no mail of 
interest and so -Lee could manage nothing easily enough. The 
enclosure, - printed, must represent personal property and not 
real estate,, as 823 Aoyal is worth between 30 and 40 thousand 
dollars, ho hope you. had an oppor unity to do a bit of radio-ing. 




Tueeoay, July 8th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

how nice to find your Thursday note in this morning's 
post, along with two larger photographic envelopes, the one 
from you, the other from Rock ^all. Oddly enough the Rock Hall 
one came perfectly flat while yours came perfectly folded in two • 

I hasten to report, however, that in spite of the folding so that the 
extreme ends touched, the glossy surface wasn't broken, by some 
miracle, and so in the same out-going mail I sent along one 
of the copies, so it may reach the Picayune promptly, 

I must congratulate you on the excellence of the photographic 
work, for it is certainly splendid ana h see no reason why the 
Picayune reprocuction shouldn t be equally so, what with such 
a splendid original to woTk on. 

It was so kind of you to take time out to dash off a little line 
from the Post Office just before you dashed up town to make 
preparations for your departure. By now your little outing wll 
have just about run out and you will be, thinking about heading bck 
for town. 1 do hope with all ray heart that the weather and all 
attendant circumstances have been most favorable and your flight 
into the greenery has done you oceans of good. 

As t:.e enclosure indicates, the photo being returned by 
Rock "-all was of Grandpere, even though the letter says Louis. 

I, for what reason I know not, am particularly glad the final 
sketch is being mailea alrectly by the artist, but I have a 
feeling that sometime we are going to need that artist's address. 

I shall send it along when it comes to hand with the request 
that if convenient, it bo kept on file so just in case we 
ever have occasion to use it, it will be readily to hand. 

Locally the heat continues but we are promised a dab of 
coolness tonight in the wake of "widely scattered thunder storms". 

I don t need any thunder storms but if they would like to 
scatter a bit of rain around this neighborhood, I would 
approve. ^t I seem to be thriving on the heat and now and 
then grab off an iciole in the office or aoroes the fence. This 
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morning whn telephoning in tho office, the cleric came in 
to whisper that there were a couple of ldies outside to 
see me. I finished my call and went out, passing the ladies, 
and on to the front of the store t see about the mail before 
getting bogged down with pilgrims. *s the cleric handed me the 
mail he whispered a„ain that he had just learned the ladies had 
come to see J. and not mo, and so the ladies went their way 
and mine without any of us exchanging rowdies, This afternoon 
along bout 4, Charles Cunningham of the ilatchitochos limes 
telephoned me to inquire if i knew anything about St. Denis' 
son-in-law. i told him 1 knew a little, he said there were some 
Indies in his office from the bniversity of lexas at Austin, 
who had been to “elrose this morning to see J. , but not 
finding him here had followed to town and'waited all morning for 
him nt some office or other, - h. h. *., probably and only 
at the moment before he had made the telephone to*rae did 
Jharles tell them that they mi b ht learn more a^out de -eziere from 
me that from J. a. What a hurly-burly. *nd so 1 invited 
said ladies to make another pull up and down Cane *Uver on the morrw 
when T shall receive them in the morning and try to toss them 
some of the stuff for which they are spending their days flying about. 

i r gret 0 report that ray reading machine is getting a bit 
faint which probably means the tubes are about to die, but i can 
always send it in to town and I know Madam Coombs will be glad to 
take it under her wing, even though her Welfare administration 
at pesent has nothing officially to do with this region. I 
am rendin a sleep-inducing volume by Dr. -inrtin Gumpert, -- 
"Anatomy of happiness", a McGraw-Hill publication I like it 
because it talks about raedeciue and the human illfe generally, and 
the relation of a happy frame of mind to the latter, —and all 
in a language sufficiently simple for me to understand. Dr. 

-umpert seems to be a German physician, - Jew, 1 suppose, who quitted 
Hitler's domain in i936, and, 1 suppose, pernaps came to the United 
dtni.es, although f am not sure about that point What the man has 
oO say seems to make sense and much of the data either refreshes my 
memory or acquaints me with new faots i haven't known before. The 
person reading this boo^ is alright and so is the material but perhaps 
it is the nerublican convention or some such that makes me contented 
to nod as soon as I call it a day and get rigged up for a bit of 
reading in lieu of Chicago radio clap-trap. 

I was delighted tonight when reminded of an expression, 
common enough in this region, but somehow almost forgotten through 
cnunce. A passing pilgrim thjls afternoon had left me some pe ches 
and a rapes. Tonight reter passed this way and I inquired:’ 

"Which would you rather have, some peaches or grapes", to which 
he promptly responded: "Wh? me.. 1 ain't got no rather." s .... 


I 


. .Vednes ay, «July 9th, 1952. 


Memprandum: 

Heally, you know, it would do no hi.rm to nave my 
head examined. 

I sat down to hear Md. Morrow's report. That would 
take 15 minutes, after which I had a stack of things to do. 

But Hd. Morrow had been pushed off the air by the Convenetion, 
and I got so fascinated by the functioning of those Democratic 
functionings in a republican gathering that that 6 hours or 
so have elapsed, and only now I see:' to have sense enough to 
choke the radio in favor of old Dr. Underwood. But it 
wa : . pleasant to see the Taft forces getting a drubbing on 
their steal of the Georgia and Texas delegates and since my 
day had teen fairly active, the physical rest was probably a 
<_ood invest ent. Surely i shouldn t have difficulty "resting 
ray eyes" after this little chat before folding up ray beard. 

The ladies I came so close to yesterday but didn't 
meet, came back this morning and we had a pleasant sitting 
and they left seemingly much satisfied with the information 
n bout ola ue ~ez.ero they had found. They wore gracious enough 
to remark on their way out that even though they had 
obtained nothing by way of information concerning their 
present project, the visit would have been of inestimable 
value sin^e the Melrose tour meant something quite different 
and more telling than anything over to bo found in archives. 

In short they were not o the type of mind that is Liadam 
enernl's. As a matter of fact, they might travel far to 
see some such marvel as, say, the Acropolis, and wouldn't 
turn away disappointed as they declared that not all the 
ehingles on the edifice were properly regimented. 

A telephone call from somearizona people wanting to 
pass this way took me to the telephone at ti.e store as tho 
Texas ladies left. There sat inrle Aong chatting with J. n., 
as both were eating ice cream out of paper cups and 
drinking cokes from bottles. The ex-Governor's voice is always 
raspy with a sandpaper scratch that is arresting although 
not to pleasant, albeit striking. I didn't linger for more 
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than nn exonage oi amenities, fox I had some other matters 
awaiting mo and besides, 1 concluded the A.origs weren't 
seek ng out the a enrys at Melrose unless something particular 
was brewing. On his ./infield farm, -hill land irle has 
about a fith the number of cattlo Melrose numters, and as 
neither cotton nor pecanes arc raised there, Barle fiddle® 

®hiu n of 1 ?hn n S ^ nCurQ OI another, including the silent nartner- 
£*■1 5 JJ 1 * aolemore cattle auction business in Alexandria 
He probably got enough graft during his last adraini station 
oo make business for gain quite unnecessary. 

M 0re J now » 1 should have referred to the odd markings 

on tais memo in pencil. It is a rought outline of the 8 
hu^e red leathery-like petal of the Orinoco, now beginning to 
l ?S° h dQy * . Usuall y thQ baby, bananas, never attaining 

i? rea J a the Orind,co ' begins opening its 
lovely, pale purple blossoms before the giant Orinoco and 
in oraei to lend them encouragement to get well out in front 

of^nt^ir, ? &Ve 1 Coddliil k thQ babies by vast supplies 
nnn th f i ? >1 P i: aGQS where they are doing unusually well. But 
S? plants fascinating- is their tendency to 
do tne unpredictable, even as do people, and this year 

hJhRi*!! 0t Gar ° th ® y haVQ received, the robust 7 And 7 foot 
SUSfl S ? mUGh nS oifered a eign of an embryo flower, — 

° ae ’ f hi ! i£ f scrubby little old plant about two and A 
n al ]; dr fQot in height, - a sort of dwarf baby that looks 

as though it were suffering from a ixture of malnutri tion and 

™ v Off »y iteelf In,the most SS 
ln the gardens. It, of course, just to povo 
something or other, has defied all the rules of life and 

t?I durin 6 the past three or four days, has unfol ed 

latG 1 fni i mft t t QX0 ^ iC > f i° Wer 0n ® G ° UlQ QVer It's too 

rn tMc ? r tait drawing parallels, but somewhere in 
^J hi “ tnere is a relationship as between this no looted 
plant that has come into richest lovlinese aid thn S'n.vru™ v, 
t-raodtllora eoee that select.4 the"^Sflth.' pSS 
eho* what a seed could really do It 1? set 1 ! Its mind to lt° 

re arfr* 1 ** t0 ^ iGQS °' 1 mUet remark that there was one 
re ark by a newspaper man and one vote by a delegate that 

etruct me with great foroe. at toe oSnolrtM of a tn .1 
and outrageous speech by Senator McCarthy\ of V/i S consin P a 
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Thursday, July 10th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

» 

^ow right was that Chicago lady, M rs. Kelly, in 
her remarks about the d-ifficulty of accounting for tastes. 

I have tuned in to the republican convention once or twice 
tonight, but seem to have struck the least interesting spots, 
for each time 1 drew nothing but a racket, the voices of 
delirious men and women, some mighty poor singing and 
tenoral pandemonium. now full grown people c n go in for 
such high-Jinx, I can't imagine, as for suitable material 
for radio reception, I can think of nothing more meaningless 
and dull and surely the money expended on transmitting such stuff 
is sheer waste. But perhap it is more entertaining on Television 
and 1 suppose the participants on the floor find all this 
business much to their liking, —I hope, —since anyone 
not possessed of enthusiasm for such non-sense wouldn't 
remain long in such surroundings. 

The Orinoco flower continues to enchant me aud 
naturally 1 call it to everyone's attention, .among today's 
visitors were people from Baton nou to e and Natchitoches, poopln 
in their 60's, and oddly enough, although life time residents of 
Louisiana, none of them had ever seen the Orinoco blossom. 

Several people in town have Orinooo plants and they grow with 
vast a andon around Baton Houge, and in both places, I am sure, 
are bound to produce fruit with more or less regulatity, although 
I muse say that for some reason the Melrose plants, of which there 
are dozens scattered about, - dozens, lor example, running- the 
length of the store, but only those along the gallery at Yucca 
seem to come into production. The reason why so few people 
have seen the fruit forming, I suppose, is simply because 
few people take time to examine the plant. In the case 
of cotton, so many people of Louisiana visiting the African 
house, express enchatnment at the si t ht of the bouquet 
of cotton, still on the stalks, for while everyone has seen 
fields of the stuff all their lives, a surprising number 
of thorn have never been within arm's reach of the lint while 
still ungathered. There's somthing-about it th-.t reminds one of 
shoemaker's f children never having shoes. 
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You recently recalled the similarity in last names 
as between a man of the ante helium period, prominent as a 
surveyor and that £ an individual recently become a 
member by marriage of the local family. In regard to 
that same individual, the scandal mongers are of course having 
a field day, and are making the most of it, Ror example, 
tiiere is the case of the reverend jreen, that carck-pot preacher 
who fi 6 ured in the press a few years a c o when one or two 
newspapers ran his picture, snapped when said Baptist Divine was 
engaged 7 in burning "iiid Summer hires'' in the streets of. 
Natchitoches. J?he latest wrinkle, according to gossip, is 
that the .Reverend one evening be-took himself to the street 
wiere the lady of dubious virtue dwells, and proceeded to 
shout his denunciations in the direction of her domicile f^om 
his vantage point on the curb, This cause but mile interest 
on the part of the neighbors until the same gentleman of tne ro^.e 
actually entered the house to carry out his rebuke in greater 
intimacy, and, it is said, he did sucty a thorough job that 
although the shouts subsided, he didn t actually complete nis 
mission until dawn of the following day when he was seen leaving 
the residence in a very subdued manner. In view of the .aswell. 
inclination to present the tawdry side of life, it would seem he 
has some excellent material within easy range of his own 
neighborhood,.a phrase of a popular song of years back keeps 
running through mj mind: - "Oh, give me a June ni c ht, the 

moonlight and you." and it occurs to me -kr. ^swell might 

spin a tale concerning t e reverend, entitling the same 
"A.June Knight", ^on't yon think so. 

In the field of the rapid adjustment of a imals and birds 
to new situations and self prevervation is ever so manifest 
this year, now that the poisoning of the cotton by tractors 
is getting under way, —usually a couple of weeks before the 
airplane method is employed. The tractor method got under 
way last aonday and automatically the numbers of furred and 
feathered friends in the gardens jumped amazingly, The 
quantity of rabbits was ample in J une but within the last few 
da^s ti.o jack rabbit population has £,rown astonishingly. 

The u. D.T. or whatever that is sprayed on the follia t e in 

the fields is killing but the fooa supply of greenery in the 

garaens isn't eff.cted and the animals seem to sense this 

instantly, -I suppose the number of bugs and worms in the fields, 

too, may have dropped instantly with the application of the 

poison and accordingly the birds seem to concentrate on 

our feeding bars and where ever i stir the ground with a hoe. 

Undoubtedly flocks of them take to the woods, too, but 

since birds usually seem to prefer living in proximity to 

man, —if not a .enk, - scores of them are taking up new 

resid nee in the bamboo hedges and the becanes. I t ig s aid . . 



i'riday, July 11th, 1952, 


•Memorandum: 

I chanced to be at the store just before noon when 
the radio was carrying the first ballot vote of the Convention. 

■ie waited until the v irgin Islands had casts the final, - its 
"unarainous single vote for Eisenhower", and as the General still 
lacked a few votes to give him the nomination, we concluded 
we could easily eat our dinner before the second ballot had 
proceeded very far, and so we let the store —and radio, —and 
went merrily on our way. Picture my surprise a half hour later 
when x turned in on my own machine, expecting to find the 
second ballot well in pxax progress, only to discover there had 
been no need for one, since Minnesota, following the Virgin Islands 
vote, had requested the right to change its vote from Stasson 
to -isonhov.er, thus bringing the whole business to an end abruptly 
and without further ado. 

But tonight x don’t know the name of the Vice Presidential 
candidate, although I suppose he has long since been selected. 

*^ne of the unending "scattered shower" things has been going on 
for hours, without any rain at all but-no end of grumbling 
in the skies, and the electricity from on high has so scrambled 
radio reception that one can hear nothing but incessant 
bangsj-'he last 1 heard, tnere was talk about one of the 
California senators using named to run for the Vice ^residency. 

If I remember coirpctly tnere (their) names are, —in spite 
of the suggestion of a vaudeville listing, - Uolan and Nixon. ' 

I have heard both gentlemen over ti.e radio during the past 
year but can.never seem to remember whioh is whic^. But I am 
sure that one of them is a hag, and 1 hope he isn t the one 
to be selected. The bag I have in mind is the one wfco beat the 
drum so madly in favor of the new Immigration ■‘'aw, which is 
certainly an outrageous piece of buisness. 

Well, so much for politics, and if the thunder from heaven 
had only brought us ain, the ignorance would be worth 
sustaining so . ar as anything coming out of the Chicago 
stock yard district. But rain we shall probably not get, and 
yet I must ,say that while it is terribly dry, we haven't as yet 
reached drought proportions, and there will be rains eventually, — 
and conventions, too. 
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c»3t , 


On the h : omo front, there doesn't seem to be anything of 
special interest "cooking". 

a telephone from Sister to **. announced that she is 
outertaining some of the Garret kinfolk from "ew .-toads over 
this week end at Gloiuierville, and will bring- them to -*elrose 
on Saturday, -that is really something to look forward to, as 
I haven t seen Sister since her Chicago hejira, and 1 can’t 
imagine what the Garrets, whom 1 know, can be thinking about 
if they ate accepting week end hospitality in the .Venk menage. 

One Rebecca Walk, a teacher in the St. Augustine school 
on kittle nivdr came to see me this afternoon. Hhe has in 
mind gathering pictures of things throughout Louisiana which 
are related to the aevelopemont of the negro, with a view of 
showing the pictures and .presenting appropriate data to her 
classes, -elrose seemed to be a fitting subject to begin with 
and the more so since St. Augustine's is built on *“elrose. I 
was interested in la «alker s projected program. I am 
glad to jot down some data Jor her over the week end. I even 
wont so far as to accept her invitation to visit the school and 
harangue the students. Ha Galker said a car would come for me 
any day at any time I cared to name. named 9 a.m. as 
convenient and suggested we compare notes as to what day when she 
calls for the data on -onday. i'he lady is pure black, - which 
is worthy of note, so many of the teachers of color are mulattoes, 
and 1 am especially 6 lad this is so for at. Augustine's, since all 
the students are pure 'V black. 

flopping back to the Republican •onvention once more, and, 
as you are perfectly justified in hoping, the final time, I want 
to mention two points: 

first, Taft's Senatorial collogue from Uhio, ~r. Brioker, 
in addressing the Convention.immediately following the 
Eisenhower nomination, declared with vehemence that "we" 
shall continue to fight until every last vestige of the 
New heal add Pair heal have been destroyed, whioh sounds mighty 
stupid and the best summation 1 have run aoross as expressing 
the will of the Old vr uaxd, and 

second, I want to express my wonder fc as to what in the world 
nappened to "the forgotten man" of the "anvention, one n^rbert 
Hoover, nis advent was hailed with suoh eee-olatt, and his 
speech heralded with suoh applaus?, I am puzzled that following 
his hour on the platform, 1 haven t been able to find 
hide nor hair of the man. Perhaps he is polishing up his 
armour to join “r. Bricker in tilting at wind mills. 


Sunday, July 13th, 19 52. 


“emorandum: 

The pot is the thing, —but more of that anon. 

it has teen a hurly-burly sort of week end, tiresome but 
witnal rather satisfying for the little seed planted here and 
there for ultimate flowering. 

t don't seem to remember much about Saturday, save that 
the Wenks Oame in force during the afternoon, bringing 
their "ew Hoads kin folk with them, —a eousin, Prances, who 
isa sister of the ox-Iladam Wurtelle. a big endurance 
oontest developed between Sister and me, when she declared she 
wasn't leaving this house until i had promised to accompany 
her and the family to Cloutierville. She said; "I guarantee 
to pour you back before it gets too late, if you know what I mean", 
and i told her i kne the quality of her whiskey and comprehended 
pefoctly but that i had no intention of going. Eventually she 
pulled out. 

After suoper C. a. oame by to say that Ldadame de ilontespan 
was in the neighb rhood, and had asked that he bring me around. 

I accepted the invitation but delayed starting until so late 
that she, thinking herself deserted, had already departed for 
Alexandria. 1 saw her for a few moments thiE noon, following 
dinner across the fenoe, —the first time in months, * believe. 

Hut she was leaving for Alexandria early as, I believe, J. n. 
was, too, and rat by himself, for *at had returned from '.Yashingtcn 
last evening. Ostensibly J. u . and A at were going to oall 
on -taynie at the hospital. It is said his kidneys are fast 
playing out. I believe a couple of transfusions have been 
given. It would appear he might not survive from this 
malady, although today or a year hence, I suppose, might 
witness the end, - unless some mir.-cle cure is effeoted. 

This raroning, to get on with the pot business. Dr. Hand 
telephoned me from Alexandria to say they wouldn V be up until 






From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


_ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




nest Sunday, but he wanted to let me know he had found a couple 
of pots for me and it was (merely a question of tra sportation 
that intervened' between their present situation and this 
bend of the river, 1 told him the transportation would be forth' 
coming, I took the matter up with *. immiedately and he said 

a cattle truckowould be heading for Alexandria Tuesday and the 
items coulu be brought home with no difficulty at all, I 
shall be glad of one for the avant-cour, but,, should x get 
the second one, some distance South of Alexandria, shall 
perhas rest it temporarily in front of the big house where 
l r. ivand has had an idea 1 have been 6 oinfc to place one. 

Later it can be moved easily enough to another situation. 


m.onday 


Memorandum: 

This is the cay, 
join in the chorus of "Allons, 
the local cannon never 
indulged in were on the same 

dull pilgrims, for i had half ---- 

all places they might have hailled from, • 

■taynie's health seemed the big topic 
J, **,, after telephoning Joe last night 
thib noon, advising him to be in r all" 

Celeste drove down to the hospital this afternoon ana tne 
Baton doue nenrys drove up to Ale: andria for a brief call. _ 
Bleeding of -the kidneys have required three tr ?&sfusions dusing 
a. many days of late, and at supper 1 was completely b ax fled when 
J. remarked that ^aynie had had Che same difficulty a j-ear 
ngo'and it wouldn t be surprising if he were back in 
Natchitoches by the end of the week and cranking up his car and 
driving it himself up and down the road to -‘elrose. l 
make no sense out of any of it. 

I know you will be midly interested to read the encL osure. 
if it =eems best, just destroy it after reading. At least 
don't bother to return it to me as I have no wish to preserve i , 
although i subscribed to the reference to potential congeniality 
• Jwch ? thought you would enjoy rending, and I felt sure you 
i would be a° floored as was I by the news about the travels 

lutio Hon tor _ It's lust another case in which the ^adam 


if memory serves, when we all snouia 
enfants de la fatrie". But 
so much as exploded and what ditties I 
key I generally employ for rather 
a dozen today. And, of 

-Conroe, Texas- 

of conversation locally 
telephoned him again 
adiness for a funeral. 


Mrs. Andrew Bowman who had written she would be up tnis 
afternoon, telephoned to say quests had arrived unexpectedly which 
woula force her to delay her trip for another Sunday. This 
suits me perfectly, as 1 should be glad to have the Jane a ivei Jontry 
plates here when she arrives, since she may want to use some in 
her Village shop, and it will be easy to gige them to her when 
she passes this way. I had hoped the plates might be here during 
late July, but I haven t had a response from Hock hall rega ding 
any tentative shipping^date. 

I was glad to have a few minutes chat with Pat alone, ne 
had much to tell me about his visits to interesting places about 
Washington, Philadelphia and A 'ew iork. ne stressed -ount Vernon 
and Williamsburgji especially, which was a pleasant surprise, since 
he did so either becuause he was manifesting an unusual ^enry 
trait of thinking up something to t.alk about th;-t would be 
of interest to his listener or because he had really be imoresed 
by the places. When we said goodbye, and after 1 had shown 
him the sketch of the w ane ■“iver “ountry, laksed him while 
in -urope seeing marvelous things-to sometimes remember, - 
excuse the splint infinitive, that I had long thought of 
two historic American sites in the form of a mathematical 
equation: - That ~elrose as a plantation is to Louisiana what 
■•'illiarasburgh as a colonial town is to Virginia, ue repeated 
the phrase and seemed to like it. 1 think it may linger with 
him for a while. And thus are tiny seeds planted that 
some day may bear rich fruit in the field of preservation and 
appreciation. 

do played out the week end, and T hope yours was less 
hurly-burly but withal oarmmed full of opportunities to 
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Tuesday, July 15th, IS52, 


In the field of horticulture, I am puzzled by the 
cuadalihg of the butterfly lilies this year. After the 
miiaest winter on record, I assumed there would be "the ghosts 
of DUouerflies , to borrow tne •‘■'arrish pnrase, all over the 
place by the middle of Uuly but it appears I was mistaken. 

It is true there are a couple of little buds, tt unless I read 

SlinSi* 5 ?? aWr ?’ vvout b6 0X1 folding of perfumed wings 

bexore the end of the month.Both at *renbourg and lucca 

i give them liberal libations daily. Usually heat plus moisture 
prouuces the tropics but there's nothing tropical bout 
tne flowering of the butterfly lilies this year. 

* J ad ; t0 6° fishing about in the ether waves to find Ad. borrow 
tonight, a usually hear him over a Columbia affiliate in 
-nreveport, but tonight the borrow time was taken over by 
some prohibitionist, - which doesn t seem at all like -r. sorrow. 

.ut x finally caught up with him fSr W w L of the^oosevelt hotel 
jew Orleans. Somehow everything about the impending democratic 
convention seems anti-climactic It appears the Tarty will 

plank, more liberal than the Republicans, which wouldn't 
oe difficult, and they will no doubt select as intelligent a 

surely a more liberal one, but that scarcely seems to 
matter, either, since ..nr. ^isenhower, unless some unimaginable 

J?’,* 11 probably sail slap though aovamber 
4th with all flags flying and like one of Jf. L. h. s famous runs 
P rob « c ly sweep everything including -nine and Vermont 

the Republican R S ** ° dd thing ’ how ultra conservative 

the republican x a rty has become during the past 20 years al- 

IfelwS* 8 '*****'*** that. What I mean to 6 say'is that 
although the scant opinions thus far expressed by ~r. liswenhowr 

ou??e °nRo COnSer rf iVe 9n0ugh * and y et Binds they don't seR* 

trio the?' rea °tionsry as the Taft-*oover-l£acArthur 
trio, tnoy seem almost liberal by contrast 

f«vn^Ji ilCe If® id ! a 0f the ^mooiats in recommending a plank 

Ao initial !! prima P 3 <>tes for the selection of candidates. 

1 pUrp ? SO seems to be to et a man whom the people want 
rather than one trumped up by the politicians at tne last* 
minute. I haven t heard if they have proposed a like ballot 
for selecting th§ Vice President, hut assume not. % 

fl5 P 5Ln D \ 0f t,1C ° rreside «ts of the united states 
Z.r £jec ° raln f residents, that selection, so often shimmed 

over seemsppetty important, too. hut I must now x write 
iomo letters and then fold 


uemorandum: 

I am sending this by air in order it may reach your 
true hand before the sketch of the Grandpere plate which 
arrived from Baltimore in the morning's post and which 
I immediately transferred to another folder and handed 
baot to the postman. 

It was so good to have your letter in the same post 
and to know you contemplated a nice cozy week end. 

What a business, —finding a flock of Bolivars on your door¬ 
step on your return from the mountains, but the promise 
of impending quiet held out the hope that you might 
catch your breath a bit regardless, following your return to 
town.Just before mail time this morning, I learned the ladies 
across the fence were preparing to take off for a frolic, 

I believe at the island camp on Magnolia. Tomorrow they leave 
here at 6 so that -*adam Regard may have some tests made at 
cue hospital which will take the better part of the day. I 
hoped to & et the clerk to run through the data on the plate but 
that seemed futile, since he pronounced the data as 
alright without enumerating any of it to me. ^nd so i 
made a quick decision and simply slapped the wh le thing 
into another folder and sent it out by the same post to 
vou. thinking you wouldn’t mind too much giving it a 
"gander", and sending it on to nock hill, if it is alright, 
with merely a slip af paper h attached by clip or some such, 
rending simply "K-Kay. f.m. or some such. A f you prefer 
a note or if corrections are neoessary, a sheet of 
plantation stationary is attached herewith which you may 

use. 

I asked these three matters be adjusted on this final 
sketchJ 

first, the letters, —f.m.o. —he substituted for the word 
family, in the column at the right, just in front of the 
date of 1829. 

senco&d, that the word Parish, carrying the letter h be 
substituted for tne word Paris, which had appeared in the 
.original sketch, and 

third, that somewhere on the plate, - I don t oare where, 
v ~ ^ 1 - Via M nr a o G on t.T i ved . 1953. ^ranoois -^ignon. 
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~ . There is no rush about getting the thing off, and 

^ if you would care to hold it fox a day or two, believing we should 

S have it photographed, so that a film will be to hand eventually, 

4 that would be alright, ^ut please don't do so if the photographing 
cJ is very expensive, for we can wait and have the finished plate 
phocographed instead. A s a;wort of ~rt, this sketch isn't too 
■“*3 hot, but it did occur to rao that if the Picayune article-is 

delayed for a photograph of me at work., it m ght interest the 
X publishers to include this somewhat different type of thing 
^3 with tne photo of the finished Plantation plate. But 
— this is of no moment, and you may aecide either way you think. 

•a beet, and, if further corrections are neoessary, —assuming 
5 the three mentioned above have not be bxxs been carried out, 

$ J^uon t consider photographing at all. 

' raa ^ 1 8a y to you for handling all of this 

jr?for the present project and me and us, , 

^ h bill of lading covering the first part of the «ane Biver 
0U£] try plates arriveu toaay, saying- shipment had been made in 
J-k part on the 9th. i suppose they will be here shortly, perhaps 
4 A ^ "icJdin a day or so, and it goes without saying I shall roll a coupl 
I i^3in your direction forthwith. 

y A «d may 1 tell you how right it turns out that you were in 

( -^sending mo the Baumgartner document, giving the date as 1856, not 
3 j-in^l853, as to the establishment of the xarish. One of the neverend 
’ AS^’athers came to mo for a couple of hour's sitting today, asking 

f me ' to assist him ith the historical data being prepared fox the 

im p QV]dtV} g centenary celebration. He said that just yester ay 
l ^ ^ father Jallahan had discov red that the date was lc53, not 1856. 

I told him the piate could not be ohanged at this late hour. He 
o 3 'said the - k overend fathers planned to defy history and go ahead with 
their celebration next year regardless. When the *hurch gets to 
^ messing around with history..... Well, anyway, among otner things 
tJ if just goes to prove that it s difficult to contrive a plate carry 

j^^N^much data on its uesign and have it free of all errors. -But if 
' J a the ox-*resident of buquesne can take it, A certainly can, for 

while it is our plate, it is his Church that has determined the dates. 

.If nil the above seems unusually hodge-podge and lacking in 
clarity, and if you would prefer having me look at the 
^ s.etch before it goes to nook hall, just send it slap back to me, 
for there is ample time. -Out if tne three items mentioned have 
^ been taken care of, and the thing meets with your approval, just 
i* .address it to -“re. x,ii Z a eth -.dwards Gowper ti.waite, -.dwards China, 

w oJ ^«=»» Hock a all, ^ent County, Maryland. «nd either way, blessings on you 
/evi J for all the kind things you are forever doing for me. 


3 i6 

. -ai 


& 




.Vednesday, July 16th, 1952. 


uiemorandura: 

The pot is the thing and has arrived. 

But more about that in a moment. Something happened that 
there was no cattle to be sent but u ., just before heading 
out for "ew Cleans, sent a truok-with a couple of people aborad 
to Alexandria regardless, a pin-point rain had been falling 
steadily all night, as it has all day, and the whole plantation 
was resting as it were. 

But tne- two truck drivers, on reaching Alexandria, discovered 
the pot was more than they ooui manage and so they telephoned back 
for extra stalwart arms, seven departed forthwith, ana the 
rest of the day was all quiet until about 6 o clock when the 
trucx pullea in. A t seems the 7 gentlemen sent to assist 
had no more effect on moving the great cauldron that tne first 
two. Thereupon Dr. Hand telephoned for a wrecker, and finally 
the thing was hoisted aboard. 1 suppose it weighs about half a 
ton. Fences and growing things made it impossible to get the 
thing very close to the spot A wanted it, slap in front of 
Yucca in the "avant-cour" ( but we got it fairly close by driving 
slap through the Gardener's Garter Garden, beds of oannas and 
heaven knowus what all. ‘■'n the morrow wo shall take down some of 
the fence of the "avant-cour" and slide the thing nlong somehow 
and by tomorrow night, I hope, it will be in its permanent resting 
place, brimming ovc with a few hundred gallons of water on whose 
surface some purple flagged water hyachinthes will be xx riding 
high, and the pot will look as though it has been there forever. 

Its buld and heavy, hoiizonal lines coinoide perfectly with the 
architecture of *ucca, and A think we ought to get tome lovely pictures 
of.tne two, the roof line of *ucoa reflected in the mirror of the 
pot's surface, - if and when some good photographer gets around 
.tie way. 

A thought the «ane Biver items might arrive today, what with 
the bill of lading indicating they were shipped on the 9th, 
but perhaps they will come tomorrow. I am curious to see how 
tne several corrections came out, as I never did see the 
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Ihursda^, July 17th, lS5i* 


fioal sketeh after tnese adjustments had been taken care of. 

.*nd, of course, it will be unnecessary for me to remark, that 
my impatience to get a couple rolling in your direction will 
be boundless until 1 actually see them on the way. 

•<hat with one thing and another, I haven t heard any 
weatner reports today, but last night I gathefed we were 
scheduled to get a mild blow from the Gulf where shipping 
was cautioned against fairly heavy seas, x suppose the past 
24 tours of dampness is a result of whatever is stirring 
along the Gull, and as we seom to have received about two inches 
of rain, as against on one loth of an inch registered in Ghreveport, 
tne moisture can be assumed to be fairly cpnfined to the 
southern section. Perhaps ohreveport didn t need any moisture 
anyway, what with the election, mentionea f, in a recent en¬ 
closure, having turned out favorably for the wets. 

although x did not make a round this afternoon, I understand 
the ladies across the fence returned from the hospital late this 
afternoon, fllowing “iadam -.egard s tests, Ghe had remarked to 
me the other aay that ti.e whole thing was useless since she was 
feeling alright, save from the lingering aftermath of the 
viru: infection, but ti seemed easier to & o ana be done with 
the business than to resist the pressure that would otherwise 
be feotting her. she is such a kina soul, it is ood to know 

t is latest wrinkle is finished and ^ hope she has a flock of 
peaceful times slap ahead 

ihe enclosure was delivered to me last Saturday by messengert 
I just got around to read it today. It, of course, speaks fox 

it sc If. 

A hcro is a curious thing about the association as oetween 
tne writer of the enclosure and «irs. **«kdrew cowman, and is 
perhaps best to be explained, 1 believe, on the grounds that 
tnnt latter is appalantly one of those who labors under the 
impression that the lady is question is a particular friend of 
mine, - and of no one else on G ane -'‘iver. *s a matter of fact, 

“* rs * is a v ry nice person, a friend of the “adam's and 

also a kindly disposed acquaintance of Geleste. 1 think she 
would simply die of mortification if she really knew the true facts 
and.yet can think'of no way to sot her straight without getting 
involved ir: some kind of a'three wayrow which I should not relish 
at all since A can t abide even a one way one. In a recent 
coversaiion 1 had scouted the iaea of giving -rs. Bowman's fhe 
village -hop the exclusive handling of the Cane ^ivor Country item 
in the Alexandria neighborhood but now 1 am not so sure 1 want to 
have any business dealings with ner, for, out of the kindness of 
her heart, she is likely to invited la 

■ . :u calls, and la ontespan to accompany 


ilemor andura: 

how nice to find your week end letter in today's post. 

■‘•t had so many interesting things to tell me, 1 know notiaere 
to begin, and so A guess i'll just plunge in by congratulating 
you on the twist you gave things effecting the status of c. j. 

now much satisfaction must be yours in having contrived this 
new departure. It delights my soul to think that your 
architecture has : fashioned a new frame-work that is going to 
ri&ht things up so pleasantlyfor her, and in view of the 
business location, do foresee the possibility that you may 
oven be able to travel a bit together, or at least run 
the chance of seeing each other occasionally en route. It 
is such a mavelous sensation, knowing that a new day is dawning 
for her and, as you may have noticed a billion times, following 
your efforts in behalf of another, the golden dawn provided for 
others has a way of reflecting itself splendidly in a million 
unexpected directions. 

A t goes without saying, too, that * was enchanted at the 
roport of your'outing and how cooperative ti.e temperature, with 
ample heat during the day and sufficient .coolness at ni 6 ht to 
make a quilt pleasureable. 1 reokon you mi L .ht even have borrowed 
the wool tack and liked it. 

I incline to agree with you in the optomism with which we 
may contemplate the oocupanoy of the «<hite house by the General. 

./hat I suppose is going to happen will be President Eisenhower 
attending to much of the business, especially the foreign port¬ 
folio, while iir. ^ewey lends muoh advioe if not,' indeed, directi® 
to things doraestio.My guess is that **r. Eisenhower can win 
the oleotion pretty easily, and without any assistant'from the 
Old Guard and I'm hoping he doesn't kow-tow too much to them before 
iiovembor 4th and not at all afterward, although probably Taft 
could up-set the whole legislative program in the Senate if 
he wanted to, much as ho did for -*r. A 'ruman, but I think he is 
likely to do that anyway. Phe "ixon nomination ofr Vice President 
enchants me not at all, but let us hope he will bo one of those 
officials who sometimes & et lost in that office. 
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1 think hrriman would bo my choice, if tno democrats were 
to win, There has been lots o'flaout Senator Humphries I 
like, was astonished to learn from so::.oboay or other at dinner 
the other day that Humphries had studied something or other at X, S, U. 

And may I thai.k you for telling mo about the latest wrinkle 
in the Hlliott Aoosovelt doings. Somehow there is something a littb 
sad about thinlf.in t . of the F. X. H. properties being sold off piece¬ 
meal, hut there s solaoo in knowing Madam Hoosevolt retains her 
place and that *yde Park remains for,-ever well buttressed as a 
national shrine. I had heard nothing about the sales you 
mentioned, and am sorry Canada didn t do something about Campo- 
xello as a monument, too, —there is so little opportunity for 
any other nation to make a gesture, such as the one outlined 
a while back in the JAckensie-King correspondence, but, of course, 
that could bo done at any time in the future, should anyone 
in the country of our neighbor to the x 0 rth care to do so. 

And may 1 thank you, too. for your thoughtfulness in making 
the offer regarding Grandpere's design. There was a bit of 
telepathy or b coincidence in the fact that you touched upon the 
matter at about the time I referred to the skotoh going forward 
to you for your inspection and approval. Isn't it wonderful 
how you had acqun nted me with the 1856 date for the establishment 
of St. Augustin s x arish before the reverend Fathers, living 
hore for years, should have discovered the error oi their historio 
ways. Hut that s the characteristic way with you, to know about 
such matters although miles from the neighborhood, while they, in 
tneir l b noranoe of faots, —perhapse divines aren t supposed to 
do xaotual, —go slap ahead with the centenary ooioiration three 
years in advance of the one hundredth anniversary. 

With the assistance fl 10 or 12 negroes, I got the pot 
moved to an approximate point where I wanted it, and sot up 
on a base perhaps 10 or 12 inohes from the level of the - 
ground. I was called to the telephone just as things were 

oeginning to jell, and so the pecise magical point wasn t quite 
hit, but 20 or 24 'strong arms were anxious to get the thing 
accomplished, not only because they knew a jug of wine would be _v - v 
their immediate reward but also because an impending shower was 
.just on the point of breaking, and as it might have so softened 
the ground that work would have to be delayed indefinitely, 
they smashed through to completion, and it is alright. 

It's precisely what I wanted by way of a pot and after I have 
some colorful zinnias in bloom around its base, it will be 
pretty as well as ponderously impressive. Again my thanke for 
your grand letter ‘and all the happiness it bourhg me. 


Friday, ‘'uly 18th, 1952. 


» 

* > 

1 - 


“*eraor andum: 

And so the plates c^une this nooon and a couplo of 
them will start rolling yur way in the same Saturday 
post that takes this note. 

X talked about a companion piece for the Melrose 
Plantation plate. ’.Veil, not only did we got a oanpanion 
piece wh ch certainly should resemble the one to the other, 
but we drew a set of Siamese twins, for you oan't tell 
. the Plantation one from the Cane Liver one. *nd-while 
it is true that twins should always appear alike, the 
similarity in this instance is so striking that 1 think 
you are headed for a disappointment. But then, there is 
no grqat loss without some small gain and at least we 
haven t got to give thought to having the second photographed 
since‘"we have it already to all intents and. purposes in the 
one already "struck". « 

*11 in all, it has been a busy day, but X must, pause long 
enough to knock wood: —for marvoloue to relate, there 
were no pilgrims who ever succeeded in main fa the front gate. 

The -nark Luke appeared on my gallery early this morning, 
sayin e he would like to give me a hand in put tine- the 
final oont of white paint on the blinds, .eing converted 
into a screen. 1 was all in favor of that. And Lo.* 
before first dark, that job was completed and half a dozen other 
odds and ends. « « 

Sometime during the noon hour, ^og sauntered by the gin, 
wnere he fell to talking with “r. x oungblood, the mechanic, 
who has been supervising the re-conditioning of that institu¬ 
tion. Pog must have remarked that I wasn t quite satisfied 
with the place the pott had finally landed? Later Log 
told me of this ana said, which made me laugh, - 

"You know that “r. Youngblood is sure a - fine wh^te 
man, ana he told me somethin all colored folks what s go sense 
already knowed. ne say that he had lived all his life 
in "atchitoches and had always heard tell of Melrose and knowed 
it was down this way alright but that it was you wh^t 
woke folks up to knowing “elrose was really somethin ." 







0 
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■“og is a sight. *nd hall an hour later, -*r. Youngblood 
appeared, bringing hall a aozen colored stalwarts from the gin 
with him. ne said yesterday's rain had foro6d everyone to 
hurry so, he thou e ht maybe 1 would like to have the pot placed 
a little differently, which was kind of him, I must say. 

And so A pointed to the magical spot and left him ana his 
crew and five minutes later th$ trick had been turned, and 
that was that. *lr. Youngblood s wife is coming home from 
the Alexandria hospital tomorrow, niter hving recently had 
a baby, —their third, I believe. When -*r. x oungblood 
left, he had a little thin pckage under his arm and declared 
he was the happinet man’Irrthe Parish, since he would now have 
a little surprise gift for the wife on her return. 

I took ten minute off to gr^b a cup of coffee across the 
fence at 9. following the 1 dies return from the hospital 
day before yesterday, they went on a frolic at *“agnolia yesterday, 
and so A hadn t seen tnera for a couple,of days. One of 
the reverend fathers from at. Augustin's arrived just after 
me. I exerted vast effort to secure facial control when, 
as he spoke, I found these words formulating in my mind; 

"-‘-he priest lies and the bishop swears to it,” 

for what i’ather rondeau had to say was that father Callahan 
had asked him to toll mo that he had just been advised by 
the .bishop, —Greco of Alexandria, that indeed the 1853 
dote for the establishment of the ■‘•arish was the correot one 
and not 1656, and so the centenary plans t weie going ahead 
as originally scheduled. 

f t 

Sometimes when everything e ets out of joint all at the 
same time, i ought to remember that today was finally 
accomplished the finishing of tae screen, the pa rmahent emplacement 
of t/ie great sugar cauldron ana the advent of the plates. 

*nd 1 ought to remember, too, I reokon, that ti.ese three 
happnad to oome to fruition only after plenty of circumstances 
had functioned long before, so, in realtiy., it wasn t 
any flood but merely a flowering. 

l'm so glad you mentioned Hgon in your last letter. Your 
thumbnail sketch was so perfect, I could see him plainly. 

Andl wanted to thank you, too, for mentioning the Currier 
and Ives plate £ou saw in the mountains. Sometime, if 
convenient,'it would be nice to have the name of the 
manufacturer. Long have 1 thought of a moaified Audubon 
item, - a simplification after the manner of i-ois Hester 
creations from the original, and it would always be nice to 
have the name of the *urrier and A ves manufacturer, i’he 
Baltimore artist mailed tne Cranapere sketch in a hock nail 
folder, so we & ot no where with that one. -out I had 
better start folding, tnankiug you again for yesterday's ..happiness 
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Sunday, July 20th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

It was a hurly-burly sort of a weei end, but withal rather 
satisfactory. 

Saturday was one of those days, —one of those hot, humid sort 
of days with nothing on sohedule and a million things, mostly 
odds and ends to undertake. 1 undertook them all, and even went 
so far as to neglect takihg off my long beard, thinking that 
after 1 had converted myself into a complete mud pie, i might 
as well start in with the razor and end up with the tub. 

■“ut along about 3 .,rs. Coombs appeared to report that my reading 
machine couldn't be fixed until next week, and hard on her heels came 
Ars. Holloman and a Miss 3owman. The later continguent was 
heavily loaded down with cameras and pictu e taking paraphanalia. 
with the picayune in mind, i thought there was no time like the 
present, and so 1 waved the wand for the cameras to start, making 
use of what little tere was of ray shirt-tail-less shirt, to wipe off 
a bit of grime ana sweat. »nd so a flock of pictures were forth¬ 
coming and some of them, l hope, turneu out suitable for the 
Picayune, And so if you ever chanoe upon a likeness of what 
appears to be a disreputable looking- long- bearded recluse, completely 
gone to seed, it will probably turn out that 1 am the subjoot matter. 

A t 9 o’clook this morning, Hosalind Aswell telephoned. She 
saia a gentlemean whom she did not know h and had never seen, telephoned 
her five minutes before, asking her to drive him to -*elrose where 
he wanted to take pictures of the plaoe and of Clemenoe Hunter, 
ghe 8 aid his name was Clarence laughlin and di A know him. 1 
told her I did and did not need to see him. She said she would not 
call,him back, but wanted to be sure before snubbing him that he 
wasn't some particular friend of mine. 

f* 

Hho said she and Jimmy are busy wit the galley proofs of 
a forth-coming novel, ready for January release, they hoped. She 
said the article in aeadwr 1 s Digest is by *'nmes a. aSwoII, 
a fifth cousin of •'iiany's, livin in Tennessee, who is always 
trying to sell articles i and sometimes succeeding, in hood-winking 
the Motors into believing they are dealing with Jame3 Aswell. 
of all the people one would ever want to impersonate, James Aswell 
woula seem to be about the last 1 could imagine. 



i 
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»long about tnree o'clock this afternoon, when I was 
in the tub, trying to o et freshened up a bit before the advent 
of sorae"uropean travelers, a tap at my door pulled me all a-drip 
from my sea shell, and there on the gallery, of course, stood 
one Clarence Laughlin. -it seems he had secured the services of the 
Crew family, -^r. Crew being Registrar of the oollege, 
i»ly greeting was informal and restrained, -ir. -“a ghlin said 
he wanted to run through his historical data with me so A might 
check any errors. I told him he would have to send me his questions 
and I would bo glad t respond, ~e said ho had thought of that 
but then realized I couldn’t read and so thought it better to 
come for a personal conference, after w ich ha o uld get some 
pictures. I told him that no pictues mi :ht be taken today and 
that in spite of my inability to road, 1 did keep a-few channels 
open with the outside world. I suppose he must have enticed the 
Crews down hero with a promise of a tour, for -rs. Crew allowed as 
how she was ready for one. I prayed her to control the 
impulse until'later in the season when, by appointment, i should be 
glad to arrange it. 

./hat a bag tnat fellow is. *nd there is more but that 
may be saved for a later sitting, 

I don t reoall if -1 mentioned that Rosalind said they were 
rushing thS proof sheets of the book in order that they might get 
off to California shortly, partly pleasure bent, partly business, 
r'rora that one may assume that Hollywood may be a port of call, 
a place not unknown to "‘adam *swell, and I'm wondering if the 
movies coula be contemplating doing one of the Aswell'novols. 

J. AA . got off on a banker's junket to Omaha or some 
such place this afternoon, “e was undecided about leaving 
up to the last moment for ■‘■aynie hau been carrying on at tnt 
hospital, denouncing the dqotors, saying he was O oing home during 
the afternoon if they didn t cure his kidney difficulty immediately 
and generally acting li*.e the moron he is. J. tolu me he 
thought it unwise to leave at such a time if H aynie were actually 
to fall out within the immediate future. I volonteered 
a quotation from —adam .vobina who once told the uladara who 
was hestiating about going to “atohez b 60 ause miss dally was 
having heart trouble and might die; - "Just remember 
what I say, --uliss dally will still be going strong on Cane 
River when the rest of us are all in our graves." 

The ba kers travel by special train, of course, and J. a . 
finally ot off, but you may be sure train tr vol in return will 
bo too leisurely for him and that he will be flying back no 
sooner than the pow-wow has gotten well under v.ay/ 

■‘he Rands never did show up but A reokon they will make it 
during the week. A n the mean time, the pot continues to excite 
admiration on alL sides, and r thought -^auohlin was going to have 
a stroke when 1 forbade him taking a picture of it on this go-round.. 


Rond'ay, July 21st, 1952. 


idem or andum: 

f • 

do seldom do A get in the big road that you will easily 
Imagine ray surprise when this morning I found myself in 
iJatchit ches. 

The most important thing 1 attended to was setting 
a frosted ohocolate, for I hadn't asted one of tnem in years 
and little did ti.e person who proffered the drink guess how 
much A relished it. 

ns might have been expected, many of the things 1 hoped 
to attend to just couldn't be managed on this first go- 
round, what with people away on vacations, etc. but I was 
able to present the library with a Cane River plate and 
put through a like gesture for the Chamber of Commerce, 
after which I dropped a couple of dozen plates in an 
emporium v.hich will sample their rolling power during 
tnfs oif season with a view of hoping to be able to 
determine something about the autumn demands well in 
advance of delivery time on the p.rt of -.ook Hall. . 

C 

You would have laughed to seo how gingerly the secretary 
or the Library handled the plate when A presented it to her 
for inspection, as 1 awaited the appearanoe of the head of ( 
tne institution. Ihf poor so.or-.tary, a woman in her middle 60 s, 
perhaps, just couldn t believe her ears that somebody was 
actually giving the library something, and so, in order to 
side-step getting caught in some kind of a sales transaction, 
floundered about pitpously to find just the right word 
in expressing her opinion of the piece 

It took me but an hour and a half to head out from 
here and get back, as between 10:00 and 11:30, and 
as I shall be getting in the big road again on the morrow 
to contact the newspaper iiditor yonder and attend to 
some other little matters, I shall be entranced if A can 
make the rounjl.trip in aB great speed, —and e et a frosted 
chocolate to boot. 
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Todny's post brought a card from *ortalnd, Oregon, and 
Although the initials, "W. S." could be made out by my 
socretary, that was all. I must say la Storm is getting 
about the country. 

*■ t UQ j 1 ? 0 * Iora til0 " esC came a thin package, containing 

what the folder aesoribed as an air plant", which, of course, 
is nothing more or less but 9G per coat Spanish moss and 10 cer 
cent fern. immediately draped it on a Chinese magnolia 
in the avant-oour , holding the thought 1 * it might flourish, 
but feeling praotieally oert .in that there is so'much 

thrivemuch l0n ° ° ane “ iVQZ that this ^P® of vegetation doesn't 

In of a couple of rounds with pilgrims during the 

afternoon, 1 succeeded in getting the big pot drained of 

i sunD^e W thn r nS i S!;iA had the * iant o^ldron last Saturday, 

i suppose the pot holds several hundred gallos of water, but * 

it is easy enough to empty, for I simply insert a couple 

of rubber hose in the thing, draw out the air from the 

tube thus starting the water to flowing, and, of course 

xrora then on the thing just syphons itself until it is empty. 

,, . point of a 1 this removal of water is due to the faot 
that the iron coutent of the water direct from the well is so 
great that a neavy scum is instantly formed about the surface 
oi the pot, with tne water so charged with rust, after the 
air strides it, that tne water will never get transparent. 

y._ Q i co ? 1q Qaai Jy 1111 th ® thing from the well water after the late 
hnsj, goue through the several filters, but as there is clorine 
1 chlorine) in the resulting flow, that would killl all the 
go la fish. 

“nd so the pot has been emptied in preparation for receiving 
just good old fashioned Cane -‘iver water. A truck with a few ° 
barrels can run down to the spillway and fill up the containers 
forthwith, and one the thing is full, the evporation 
should os not more than a buo*.et a day and that can readily 
be aaded from tne cistern. *nd .nored, what a lot of talk 
about a pot. 


You will enjoy the enclosure, for it seems to deal 
witn personalities of whpm wo have heard before.... 


_ in the Southern Historical Collection, 
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Tveco#r 2 -*- 

m.m.oofty, JulyJ*0rd, 196k. 


Memorandum* 

« 

bo often during the past couple of hours I have found myself 
"holding the thought" that circumstances might be favorable in your 
immediate neighborhood to be tuned in on Chioago. It doe Bn t 
happen too often that both Madam Boosevelt and Senator Benton 
are starred on the same program, and, if Luck did favor your 
schedule, then I know you found yodrself as delighted as did I. 

Bor one who always enjoys ridiculously robust health, I 
felt considerably out of joint during the pst k4 hours, for the 
virus that has been sweeping the country settled in my intestinal 
track and put me out of navigation, save for the most pressing matters, 
and whenever possible in between times, I kept flattened out in the 
bed. 

It wasn't so far back that I was remarking how I think a little 
extra weight in reserve isn't a bad investment, and I am drawin b on mine 
daw now/ Bor when not up to par, which is rare, I take a pn^e from 
Grandpa and uie Brau and forego food, and this seems to work miracles 
for ray ailments usually. 

Then, too, there is forever that curious effect that makes itself 
manifest when circumstances smply force one to mosey about, and often 
that extra exertion soems to tip the scales in favor of a return to 
health. 

gave for going to meals toeay, just to maintain routine, but to 
eat nothing save : a b lass of milk, I kept flattened out in the bed. 

Along about k;30 a tap at my door impelled me to put on a bathrobe 
and respond, it was Blythe with four ladies, including a -xadam Bougeot 
of whom hr. Baud had spoken to me before, bhe is loosing he. sight 
and Dr. Band wanted her to know me, thinking she might get some iaeas 
if sji6 observed the way people could get about regardless. 

I explained to the loiies I stood vastly in need of five 
pretty nurses and asked them to grace the living room while I ot 
dressed. fhey staid for four hours, which, from my phisical status, 
was long enough, but it was a pleasant sitting, and what was of 
importance was the faot that Madam Bougeot loft in a gay mood , 
asking if she. mi 6 ht come back again shortly for another round. 

One interesting political sidelight I learned from Blythe was 
this: - her neighbor, James Madlerildre, is at present in Chioago as 
a ^emocratio delegate, ana before ho left Alexandria for the Windy City, 
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he told the .lands he was going to vote for Eisenhower in November. 

.This is interesting, it seems to me, since the statement, made 
last jj’rida. , came from a democratic delegate days before, perhaps 
a week, before, the .Democrats had aeoided on the identity of their 
forthcoming candidate. Surely a split of Southern politicians from 
the party of democracy doesn't seem so tremomndous when, as in this 
instance, one of the delegates, and this particular one, an aspirant 
for the candidacy of the overnorship of Louisiana, announces before 
hand that he isn’t going to vote for the democratic standard bearer 
any woy, regardless of whom that may be. 

I am sure you wore impressed as was I when during the tremendous 
ovation acoorded ^rs. Hoosevelt, Senator Byrd got so mad at the 
applause accorded that great lady, stood up from hie seat in the 
Virginia delegation, olopped on his hat and stalked from the 
Convention 

And before ringing off on political matters, I a wondering what 
office Judge Smodloy is running for in Texas. *ou will note 
reference to his oandidaoyin the onolosed letter from Fanny Natchford 
who without intending to oo so, qui^e neatly avoids mention of the 
office being sought. Betty Smodley s husband has been a member 
of the powerful Railroad Commission*in Texas ana a judge of 
the Supreme f J ourt, both of which jobs may or may not be elective 
ones, 1 don t know. I occasionally listen to a bit of drum beating 
from Dallas-arid San Antonio and Forth Worth stations in the 
current political turmoil, but 1 usually get somebody running for 
the United states senate or a Sheriff's job, and the political 
clap-trap dished out by aspirants of either office are usually 
enlightening in a moron sort of way, as indicated in an earlier 
let or regarding the fllow who, among othei planks, trumped up one 
for "giving the country back to God"^ 

As soon as Blythe and her party had departed, I foolishly thought 
I..would do well to flatten out for an hour before the supper bell 
would irnpell me to appear at table to keep people ha from being 
conscious of my droopy feelings, and so 1 undressed and folded. But 
withina few fllinutes, a violent knocking at my door brought me up 
standing, a colored youth working at the gin had fallen from a*ladder 
and smashed and splintered the bones of his leg asdbt and was being 
rushed to tne hospital, with the store temporarily closed in taking 
care of that business so that no telephone was available, save across 
t/.e fence where a party was in progress and the 17 yea old youth 
knocking at ray door had no one to telphone the lady doctor that his 
wife, whom he had snatched from sohool last March and married, had 
just fallen on the steps of their cabin and was in the midst of having 
a miscarriage. It's just like pil c rims says - "Everything here is so pe 
peaceful her? it s just like heaven," - except, I hope, one doesn t nave 
an iut stinal grippe in heaven.. ° 
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'Wednesday, July 23rd, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

r 1 - * >. k 

how nice to find your air mail of Friday in this morning's 
post, it seems to have dwaddled mightily along the way, but it 
arrived safely eventually. 

X 

-nd first off may 1 tell you how houghtful it was of you to 
handle the checking over of the Grandpere sketch and getting it 
off to Edward's China, and may I give you no end of oak leaf clusters 
for having the photographs made. For now it appears they may 
well arrive hero in time to roaoh the Bioayune shortly after the 
Saturday photographs, made here, are forwarded to that oiiice, 
and it will be advantageous, of course, if all throe designs & et 
reproduced, —the ..islroso Plantation plate, the map for the 
Jane -^iver Country, and this one Of Grandpere which., in itself, will 
introduce a bit of variety in treatment, should all three be 
reproduced. 

The feeling is still embryonic but 1 am under the initial 
impression that Grandpere may go over rather better than 1 had 
originally assumed. Oddly enough the two or three people, outside 
the mulattoes who naturally will grab at it, have expressed a desire 
: to have it when it is ready. Frankly, it never occured to me that anyon 
would. 1 

Oh, yes, before T forgot it, let me report as to the state of 
my health about which I did much aohing in yesterday's^epistle. 

It seems the lady doctor gave some raagioal inedecian t Celeste or 
Madam Regard or' bot when they were stricken, —an odd combination 
I believe, of milk of'magnesia and bismith, of all things. One tates 
four doses in a couple of hours, and Lo. 1 one is'back on one e feet 
and the virus apparently dead. »t least so the thing was represented 
to mo, and i samploa the stuff this morning and by afternoon 1 
was as fit as a fiddle. 

I Wish I had had the stuff yesterday and therebye might have 
skipped boring you with the details. Then, too, it would have saved 
me the trouble of knocking off copy Tor the Latohitoches limes 
under adverse conditions. But that piece didn t re'euire muoh 
effort to begin with, and 1 got the thing finished and shipped off 
to tho Editor who may do something about it within the next week 
or so. 


I 
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as to the enclosure from la Montespan, I guess the identity 
of everyone mentioned is clear enough, except -liss 32 who is 
a daughter. The corner described in the letter sounds awful 
but it is evidently to be taken as an example of favorable ad¬ 
vertising. 

On the family front, the health condition of iaynie seems as 
confusing as usual, “e wont let his wife leave his room, and as a 
telephone call is supposed to be put through every day to acquaint 
this branch of the family with his condition, such a report, made 
in his listening doesn t amount to much. Frances telphoned from his 
room this morning, say?n s his wealth was about as usual, abater 
she escaped lor a few moments, telephoned i>an in "athcitoches to say 
she understood the Sidneys weren't functioning, and expressing the 
thought that one of his brothers-ought to be present. «nd so Dan 
telephoned -“ugene to telephone J. who is at present someplace 

in Minnesota or “isconsin, and J. will take a plane to get him 

back this way tonight. 

^ fine example of how a lack, of imagination on the part of one 
sot of people re-acts to the advantage of others is demonstrated by what 
I learned from bylfche yesterday as to how 1 came by the pot. It seems 
her sister, Julia' i'yle, has a kindergarten school on the White estate 
and not to far from the school was situated the great cauldron, full of 
water and gold fish. The other day a couple of the children 
were found floating around in the pot and, although they were fished 
out in time, still they did succeed in getting their adventure reported 
in the Alexandria Town Talk. Julia thought the pot should be eliminated 
forth with and hr. Hand, hearing about, askea Blyth6 if she thought 
her mother, “rs. -ihite, would want me to have it. .Blythe asked her and 
she declared nothing would please her so much, Bhe, herself, had 
deagged it from a aouth Louisiana su t ar plantation, wrecked by the 
Jivil "ar half a century■ earlier raid had intended keeping it forever, 
but as it had become a hazard vn.ere it was, she would be delighted 
it J- would accept it. 

How, smart me.if I had owned the pot, 1 should have removed 

the gold fish,' cyphoned off the water, tossed in a wheelbarrow of 
broken brick, on top of -hich I would have piled a ton of rich 
soil, in which I would have planted dozens of big gold and red 
caunas that would have beautified the kindergarten garden and 
harmed nobody. But I’m glad nobody thought of that one, for 
really the Yucca setting is bound to be far more perfect than anything 
could possibly approach with such an object in town. 

So turn's the world, and I have your Friday letter and am 
all well, and now I must get to my radio and see what Bob Trout has 
to report as to how the "emocrats are hoppin fc it up in the Windy City... 


Thursday, July 24th, 1952. 


memorandum; * 

now nice to find your ounday letter in today's post, traveling, 
as it did, hard on the heels of your air mail of Friday. 

I'm so glad you fouud a bit of time to yourself over the 
eek end and'although the fare must have been a little thin in spots, 
it is nice to know you succeeded in getting lost to Time while 
plodding through some heretofore unexplored pages of Lestan s 
Diary covering days at ndgewood and the Pine Kidge and Washington 
neighborhoods. It certainly was odd how these old entries of 
years back should have come up for examination so shortly after 
a contemporary Memo reported the visit to Yucca of a couple 
of the people whose Hatchez families appeared in the Bestan 
notations of so far back. 

*nd I'm ,v.lad you had the little garden gathering at 
Hollis and that prospects of B. J.'s new arrangements are 
progressing, in pursuance of that visit. Bomehow I sense that 
just as a whole flock of circumstances made so many things 
out of whack in that menage a few years back, so now, thanks 
to the impetus given tuem by your trip to the mountains, ani 
equally impressive chain of circumstances are about to set 
no end of things to converging on a straignter, happier high¬ 
road. Blessings on you and all your good works. 

I'm sorry you have been having such steaming weather 
and by now things are cooling off a little in your neighborhood. 
While things continue warm in these parts, no heat in the country 
is ever so devastating, i think, as in town, and especially 
in -anhattan where the constant humidity makes winters more 
biting and summers more enervating, with the nights seldom 
greatly altered by the 20 aegree temperature drops which usually 
take place in the country every 24 hours, affording an unfailing 
measure of relief to human, animal and plant life. 

Pilgrims gauged up on me today for no apparent reason. The 
tnerraometer was around 100 and too hot for road running for all 
save the road runners, and people came from Tennessee, Texas, 
Mississippi ana .Louisiana, except for a little chat with 
tue knipmeyers between 10 and 10:30, I contended: with people 
all day until after first dark tonight • • 

Bor a while tonight, 1 listened to the wrangling by the 
Democrats — and others —in '■'hicago. To my way of thinking. 










ittSdlt 
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‘‘‘t nbout boils down to this, the delegates from the recalcitrant 
•states of Virginia, douthdarolina and Louisiana are wolves in sheeps' 
clothing, actually,hepublican reactionariesand contributing 
nothing save liability to what we hope is a preponderantly 
liberal democratic *arty. The espousal of the Lixiecrat position 
by the dtevouson forces somehow gives one the feeling that 
the Stove son forces are first of all politicians with a view 
to using any plant or theory, even reactionary, to float into 
power, surely such candidates can inspire little confidence on 
the part of those who inclines toward the democratic Tarty 
as opposed to the Republican because the democratic has long 
typified liberalism. If the dou L las, Humphries, Lehman 
librarals could have wan won in forcing the three reactionary 
Southern states either to sign the pledge or to withdraw, 
then liberalism would have won. aad the three reactionary 
states withdrawn, the democratic ^arty would have lost no votes 
in those utates anyway since, through evidenoe and surmise, none of 
those groups are going to do other than vote Republican anyway. 

*nd if they haa been forced out of the democratic £ arty, the 
three of them mi t ht frankly have gone Republican in name, and 
three vigorous southern States under the republican banner would 
be a salutey Innovation, since the reactionary Southern 
states have too long masqueraded as democrats whereas in reality 
they have been nothing but a bunch of unopposed die-hards. 

Inowing nothing whatsoever .about Stevenson, 1 get the 
impression from tonight's Jhloago doings that he is all 
politician and o^ that slick variety that leaves little room 
for the vittues of -tatoamanship. **nd I suppose lots of other people 
gained similar impressions and therefore tne election of 
Lisenhower will be viewed with scant regret by the liberals in 
the Lemocratio. ■‘•'arty since the only other alternative would 
be a politician, too slippery to sug 6 est intregrityeitner in 
a liberal or reactionary sort of way. 

on the homo front, 1 saw J. a few minutes at 6 o'clock 
ti.is morning, Yesterday afternoon he was on the Watkins -state 
at Winona, ■•iscousin when the telephone oall reaohed him to 
come home. Iheoountry hos/t of the^ankers put a 16 seater 
private plane at his disposal and he flow to Chicago where 
he caught a commercial plane to Shreveport and so was here 
sometime after midnight, iaynie, in the mean time, decided to 
take a turn for the better and now is said to be well on the 
mend, receiving droves of visitor and so on. Tomorrow the 
story from that quarter may be the reverse, but one never anticipate 
such strange twists, as for my own good, nealth, it is abundant, 
thanks to the lady doctor's magical medecine and I'm hitting on 
all cylinders, and may you bo able to say as much for your 
own t-ood self. 
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Friday, July B5th, 11:62, 


Uemorandurns 

How nice to find your Tuesday letter in this morning's post, 
together with your copy of the letter to ^ock Hall which 
strikes me as just perfect, and thanks no end. 

And how nice of you to say you like tne plates. I'm 
glad they aidn t dwaddle along too slowly and reaohed your 
true hand unbroken, it goes without saying that if at any 
time you should have ocoasion to use additional ones, you have 
simply to say the word and they will start rolling. 

In txiis morning's post cane three photographs, taken last 
Saturday afternoon. ,1 immediately re-addressed them and sent them 
along to you. I don t need them back unless, because of their 
size, they present a°pro^lem for you to handle conveniently, 
in which case you might bounce them back in this direction. 

The quick glance I t ,ave them prevented me from hoticing 
all tne details. One quick look, however, was sufficient to 
reveal that the camera, obviously good, did a fine job in catching 
the patcnes of sweat induoed by Saturday's heat and humidity, es¬ 
pecially in the case of the one wherein the Blessed -artin and 
I are considering the situation. You will be as delighted as 
I that the likeness of St. Veronioa's Veil came out as clearly 
as it did. *s a composition, the thing seems poorly centered but 
I'm glad your Veronica is present re & ardless. 

In the case of the composition wherein I am fiddling with 
tne screen, the photographer missed my point in specifying all 
that would show would be the end of the screen nearest tne camera 
plus the complete composition of ancient instruments on the wall 
oi the Uhnpel imme lately int the background. I believe 
' another shot along those lines was taken, and I shall see if 
I cannot obtain the fifhras to see if, they are any good. 

As for the portrait of the pot, it speaks for itself, -- 
the iron one, I mean, and I trust, .ecause of the presence of 
the figure in the picture, you may get a true concept of the 
6 foot diameter of.the thing. I must have been fiddling with 
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tho water hyachinths when the camera functioned You will agree 
with me the camera did an excellent job in getting the shingles 
on Yucca's roof and tho current crop of bananas. If I am unable 
to obtain the films later, I might eventually want a likeness of 
the pot to send to tho hands and especially Madam White, for 
she will never get up here to see it, and it would be nice to 
give her this glimpse of her beloved old garden piece in its now 
setting. 

I think there were about a dozen shots taken in all, 
and I shall write today to ask if all or some are available for 
borrowing purposes. 

,Ve are scheduled to have lots of lie nr ye this week end, although 
it is said the »onks are not coming. The Baton - k ouge and Texas 
ones are on route right now, i believe and will probably devoted them 
solves mostly to a visit to *nynie at the Alexandria hospital 
where, it is said, he isn't doing so well a,ain. 


Bunday, July 27th, iy62. 


Memorandum: 

I , 

May I toll you that the photogrrfphs came through but in 
perfoot order, the envelope as straight as a string, not even 
the corners frayed and the contents, naturally altogether in 
perfect order. 

And didn't the prints come out wonderfully. 1 am so happy to 
have them and have blessed you a billion times since their advent. 

I chanced to be at the lost Cffioa when the postman arrived, 
and opening them immediately, 1 inserted one of the prints of 
Grandpere's plate in another folder, addressed i't immediately and 
droppou it in tho mail, so it undoubtedly reached ^rs. Holloman 
on Baturday aft rnoon about 3 o'clock, and if she is as smart 
as * hope she is, she, in turn,-shuttled tho thing off to the lioayune 
which should have it to hand in tomorrow's post. 

If Baisey n tho Boll doesn't have any luok with her 
Dallas Morning -^ews article, - and I must say I don't think it 
worth much, - * shall make use of orie of the now prints to 
send along: to ^ary Bagget Bake, writing, an article that she 
cna use in submitting the pieoe to the Worth ..orth paper. 

Helen will perhaps bo able to use one for the >Vaoo Times Herald, 
and in a couple of months, ^rs. Holloman oan Use one in the 
Alexandria Town Talk, either In connection with a piece about 
the plates or possibly is connection with religious news con¬ 
cerning plans bding made for the oentenary celebration of Bt. 

Augustin's. 

A t was so generous of you to -sued suoh a bountiful supply 
and as I make use of each piece, I ehall be thinking of how 
much you silently figure in that word on the plates, "contrived". 

- ^ 

The week end was again both hot and hurly-burly, a11 the ^enrys 
were here and ■‘•aynie in the hospital was manifesting all kinds . 
of signs of energy, flying up and down the corridors and generally 
disporting himself. It s wonderful what the mind dows over matter, 
and from two or three seurcos 1 gather he is no better physically 
and that his recovery is impossible. 


I had just finished reading your kind letter when a telephone 
came through from “rs. leyton Cunningham of Natchitoches, saying 
some of tho trudhoflimes at least, —her mother was a grand¬ 
daughter of "Unole Thanor", wore delighted at the sight 
of the plates of the Cane Hiver Country and that she herself 
had aashed out and bought some in town. Madam Vernon Cloutier 
telepnoned Celeste, saying it had been hor intention to get 
down to see me today but she had been sticken by tho previaling 
virus and so was remaining at Beaufort. Bhe wanted to say 
that sue was enchanted at the sight of tho plate aud waE going 
to want several. They will retail at .*3.00 each and in 
view of this first ripple of re-aotion by local residents, it 
would appear we need have no fear as to getting back the money in¬ 
vested in them. Only autumn will reveal if they have any success 
with out of town visitors, but the assuranoe that the initial oost 
will be oovared is sufficient news to make us not regret this 
attempt at recording Natchitoches A arish history on porcelain. 

t » 

I saw May Balthazar at the store yesterday and invited her 
to drop by Yucca w: ere I presented her with a plate and made the 
most of the opportunity to lay a couple of foundation stones for 
the sale of the Grandpere item, showing her the sketch and getting 
her reaction. Bhe liked it and said sne felt sure all ner kin folk 
would want Grand per e when he makes his bow.x.ow that the little shadow 
regarding dispQsal of the original investment begins to fade, all 
that remains is my e ratitude to you for the fun we have had in 
contriving this business, so unimportant in itself, so vital 
in the bonds it has tightened. 

The sky is cloudless, as it has been for the past 24 hours, 
but somewhere an eleotrioal disturbance is scrambling the ether 
waves and I have no iaea, in consequence, as to what has been cooking' 
up Chicago way. 


1 
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From quite an unexpected quarter oame this "bit of hows: 

BAn's mother and his fiancee drove down to hatohitoohes 
from Fort Worth to see him. I did not see him at the big house 
at supper last night or dinner to day, since I suppose he wa. at 
the'hotel'. After al'l the ^enrys had departed, however., along 
about 3, Ben and all oame to see me. -onvorsation was of little 
interest until he oasually remarked that yesterday at bam iobin s 
store up the road, a salesman, in looking over some money he - 
had just received in payment from the new owners of the store, he 
mentioned a fifty dollar cheok, made out to and ®jdorsed by 
one Clementine Hunter, - and it was either from hook or nife. I 
suppose the cheok had been oashed.in thd 'Store, and the store 
had paid a bill with it. I haven t the vaguest notion what t is 
is all about, but assume it -iay have something to do with tne recent 
visit of one Clarence w-aughlin, but however that may be, what i 
am glad about is the fact that Cl ora enoe got fifty golden sohmakers. 

And then from one of my Red River friends whom I see about once 
in a blue moon, I learned that little ^iss ^mma-lee done got 
her marriage license with that Jackson boy what lives up the road 
las’ week”. I saw little hiss Rmma-lee yesterday, per her 
uaily schedule, but nothing was mentioned about wedding bells. 

I believe she is 15. I'll cross the next secretarial bridge 
when x come to it, but I hope my ‘'informant" may bo wrong, for 
one thing about Rmma-lee, she oan read. * - 

Hr nand oame this afternoon, and it is only co-incidental 
that while he was here, ti.e daughter of la ^ontespan oame in company 
with a colored servant. I exuded a few words of charm on the 
boiling gallery and then re-joined Hr. Hand. 

The General oame by to spend a couple of hours with me 
this mori.ing. *o liked the pot and said it was the largest 
of its tyne he had ever seen. As I recall that article by J uuge 
White which I may or may not have sent you two or three years ago, 
the five sizes are the "grand", "flambeau", "cyrop" something or 
other and "batterie", and I believe this is the flambeau, with 
la batterie in the role of St. Giggin's fountain. 

The General was delighted to see the photographs of the plates 
and the photography was so'excellent on Grandpero's that he 
could readily read it without his glasses. 

After dinner I had a little chat with Joe and rat. x'he 
latter told us he had been engaged in opeoial Servioes activities 
in the Baton Roue area during the past week. He says the 
Government feels there are lots of dangerous Communists at 
large in tne country, especially in the great urban centers. 

I need not mention the pilgrims which were of no interest 
and I can skip a health report, for I'm feeling fine. I hope 
you can say as much and guess just a little how muoh your 
kindness in sending the prints means.. 


Monday, July 26th, 1952. 


kieraorandum; 

Hot-hot, and everybody's health seems to be on the up and up, 
inoluaing ■‘•aynie, with only oiid Unole Lewis a oasualty of tne 
week end frolic at tne local honkey-tonk. Undo Lewis lives in 
a little shack hard by the gin, was born in 1873, is the father 
of Viotorine Johnson who went to jail for a while alon^ about 
1940 for having killed a hill billy in a local salon. 

I reckon Unole i-ewis, something of a philanderer, got into 
a mix up with a younger man over the attentions of some lady, 
is said Uncle “ewis cut the younger man's throat pretty badly while 
Uncle Lewis got thumped on the back of the head with a coke bottle 
and on the eye with perhaps the same sort of instrument. Be tnat 
as it may, he spent the night flat on his face in the cotton patch 
just behind the bamboo hed e e of the White Garden, and this 
morning Celeste was delegated to take him to town to have tne 
lady doctor work on him. She says he will probably h loose one 
eye, but oven so, there is probably sufficient gleam in the other to 
ao him alright. 

*s was to be expected, in view of the report that Hmma-lee 
was getting- married yesterday, she didn t show up at her appointed 
hour today, and so 1 must begin casting -about for someone to take 
nor plaoe. I still marvel that in this- vast neighborhood, 
ootced with various things onlleu sohools, so few people oan actually 
read although many Of them attain hi c .h school status. I assume 
the teachers simply pass the pupils along- to got them out of tne ay. 

interruption, —had to telephone for a doctor to attend a pregnant 
mother of 16, be-set by what her husband described as high blood mean¬ 
ing, I suppose, that she has a fever, 

, during the past 24 hours I have been heartened by the remarks of 
two commentators whose opinions reflected- admiration for both the 
noplmlfcfcan and Hemoorntio candidates, knowing nothing ajojt r. 
Stevenson, I am glad to learn that he is possessed of an intellect, for 
it was only too true, as one of the co mentators remarked, that 
usually tne electorate has had to chose between two numb-skulls, or 
at best, not more tnAn one candidate had anything much suggesting 
an intellect, the rare exception in our times being the race between 
two such men as Charles nvans nughes ana .«oodrow Gilson, wherein 
both gentlemen were possessed of unique intellectual eouiperaent. 
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I got ray reading machine bacK. today, .^bs. Coombs taking 
time out from her ofiice to dash down nexe with it between 
jumps, although 1 had pilgrims, I parked them long enough to test 
the maohine and to inauire after tne house of -oarabs, which seems to 
be doing alright. 

Yne of Srandpere's descendants is “^s. Coombs' house servaijt 
and when she first" Saw the Helrose ialntation plate, she examined it 
carefully, declared it was a history of her people and asked if she 
might some ni^ht tate homo the item and show it to her people. She 
saia if it were possible for her to ever obtain one, --she hoped ^irs. 
Coombs might" intercede for her, —she would be willing to pay 
any price asked, irs. Coombs tola her she hoped to see me today, and 
tonight the girl, I feel sure, will know that it is possible for her 
to own a plate. 

another reaction of color, —this time negro, came to me yesterday 
, morning when Clyde Claude -mmett .u&vis passed this way early in the 

. morning to deliver some message from the store, ^e said he hau hoard 

colored folks talking tne night before at the honkey-tonk about the 
plates 1 had maae but as he had never seen them, he wonaered if it would 
be possible. 1 showed them to him. nig sole interest w&s in the 
«ielrose "l&nt&tion one, he asked if x would ever have an extra one to 
sell, as he would like better than anything else to send one to his 
mama who lives in Houston, he said ho knew she would like it and what was 
more he knew that all the colored folks from Cane ->ivar now living 
in Houston would be mighty jealous of what his mama got in the package 
he was fixing to send her, come next pay day. ^e named, off some of the 
oeocle, Nathaniel Brew, hie wife, :Srna and so on, and said he was going 
to get me to write a card to go. with the plate, telling him mama not 
to lot anybody more than look at it, for he knew well enough that 
some of those people would break down when they saw the old home and 
most of them, once they got their hands on it, would^ never let go and 
his mama woulo be out a plate. 

i'he General and Junior S. G. 's got their gift of a plate eaoh 
a week a^o last -unaay ana I have heard nothing regarding same, 
either written or oral. 

I am sending out very few but of course one will go to Briarwood, 
Bora, Baieoy in the "ell, the Campbells of •’orth -orth and so on and 
•‘obinn hnd a few others a little later. *nd speaking of the 
Chmpbells, x wonder what ever happened to them, for their, initial 
letter was so nio®. Perhaps the heat or the Conventions got them. 

do spins out the day ana a dull letter, -ut it has been 
a happy day because 1 have fro uently referred to the photographs and 
blessed little -‘iss -^eee for everything nice ooming my way. 




i’uesday, July 29 th, 1952. 


-ieraorandum: 

And what a surprise, —not thirty billion times of trying 
to express it in some suitable fashion would adequately satisfy 
the Aronbourg brithday token in this morning’s post. 

And how sweet of little Uiss Bee to have in mind sharing 
a windfall' from South of the border. And in view of the size of 
the -reubourg item, I am holding the thought that the windfall 
itself may have been Upwards toward a million. 

>'he plate carton came through as safely as one, two, three, 
and k must confess that I hadn't the vaguest notion as to what it 
contained. Vaguely i thought of glossy prints but all of those 
had come through. On the gallery of *ucca I ooened the 
package and my surprise increased when I saw the three or four 
in ch square package within the larger one of,a foot in measurement 
at least, fhen out tumbled old hr. Underwood s decoration, and 
with it the -renbourg item, and I was what might be styled in all 
truth, — floored. 

now nice, nice, nioe, and as t<? what purpose it shall be put, 
only you wh<5 know the local set up so perfectly can appreciate. 

"ut more of that anon. 

Por no particular reason, ana certainly by nothing 
suggestive of a hunoh, I was up and doing a half hour before dawn 
this morning. I felt as though 1 wanted to put the house to rights 
and 1 hadn't? done much since Sunday. I turned the house inside out, 
or at least had all the moveables on the gallery before sun up, 
and 10 % before breakfast th® rugs had been beaten, the floors 
scrubbed ana everything back in its aocustomed place an 
hour before Andy arrived to help me with some gardening. 

At brtakfast, Eugene said rnynie was fc etting tired of 
the hospital but remained about the same physioally. 

An hour or so Intel: when i w&s momentarily at ruooa, 

ATohillius Brown, Jr., came to say two things, - first that 
Mr. *nynie had died, and seoond that he needed a little shot, 

got it. 


I 
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i’ben came Beau "aot, asking if he could talk, with me a 
few minutes about his daughter, ^r:jna-lee, ae could. He said 
she is 14 and haa promised him on Saturday she wouldn't get married, 
but had broken her word on Sunday and p rtioipated in tying the 
knot, although neither he nor Juanita knew about the event until 
long ntftor it was over. He said he had told her on Saturday 
she probably never would have another chanoe like being a 
secretary to a white man and that if sne kept up her school 
work, learning both at sohool and in her secretaril work, sne 
would gel. along fine in her studies and that he and his sister 
would see to it she fc ot through college. Hut marry she would. 

■rfh t ho wanted to ask me was what 1 thoueht auout him going 
to see her, —her husband, 19, .Iso a student, lives up there, 
and telling her a a nin about finishing, her sohool, and asking 
her to come to talk with me about it if she didn’t thin colored 
folks had any sense about such things. I told him I should 
be glad to talk with her if she oared to oome by to see me. He 
said he would see to it that she did before the week ran out. 

Plantation activities oame to a full halt immediately 
on rec ipt of the news of a death in the family. But the store 
remained opened, as the store must, since the xost Office is inside 
the store and the *ost Office must remain open, Phen, too, today 
is some kind of an oleotion thing, and one of the polling 
plaoes is at “elrose, the booths being in the garage just 
next to the store. 

*s for the .*enrys, i saw none of them today, except 
*i. and Hat at supper, for just the three of us were’on 
the plantation, the rest aaving gone straight to "atchitoches, 

I suppose, where tj.e funeral will take place tomorrow 
afternoon. 

ft goes without sayin that this memo and possibly tomorrows 
may be a little late in reaching your true hand, should the 
post here be a little out of joint on the morrow, in view of 
all the doings. 

Had you been here for supper, we would have had fun, for 
J. “., after a busy day, was in a relaxed, cheerful mood and 
Pat was busy talking about hiB plans for Germany. I believe 
he heads out for ,/iesbaden in September and as he is a taking 
a cur with him, he will probably get around quite a bit. *nd 
being in the speoial services branch, he will wear civilian 
clothes but will be able to buy his gas at the -rmy base at 
13 cents per b allon, as opposed to 60 oeuts in the usualcoramercial 
.places, 

all this i write in the dark, as the lights were cut just as 
I be t ,an. vQ hope you can make it out, but all that is important 
is that your -renbourg surprise today has produced a glow 
in the neighborhood of the heart that will linger on and on. 


Wednesday, July 30th, 1962, 


Memorandumt , , , 

This wont fee much of a letter because the day has been long 
and hot and humid. 

Plantation work, of course, continued suspended and. 
although at the last moment the plans were ohanged and faynie 
was taken directly to a Natchitoches i’unoral Horae, still there 
we.e lots of people passing this, way during, the morning, 
and everyone was milling around in that manner whioh 
inevitably aooompanies the hours when no one has anything todo 
and yet the schedule still stretches far ahead before the 
final ritual is performed. 

J. u . came over to Xucoa early to ask me to go to town 
with him and deleste and with Betty Begard Courager and her 
husband who ere coming for the funeral, 

■uater Sister, whom, it seems, together with her husband, 
had spent the ni a ht at -elrose, came and asked me to go 
witn them in their car. 1 declined and the reason infruiatad 
her. Perhaps 1 shall not see her for a while, but that suits 
me alrignt. 

ue went to ti e funeral home about 2 and went through that 
endless business of viewing the corpse and sitting about and 
talkiug in subdued tones to people we seldom see or have never 
met before, -is. atepnen Garret of A, ew -\oads whom had never 
met before was especially kind and urged me, both before and 
after tne funeral, to come for a long visit at their home on 
x'alee -‘•iver. 

Phe funeral cortege moved from the tfuneral u ome to the 
Baptist' Ghurch, several blocks away, and a simple but satisfying 
service followed, lasting about half an hour, a$ter which we 
all Wv.nt to the cemetery where the scroies didn t last more 
than" 5 or 10 minutes, ^fter that there were lots of people 
to be psoken to, some of whom 1 knew and some 1 didn^t, ui 
course Blythe was there and I said “owdy, and 1 know ^x. Hand 
and Hd were there too but 1 didn t change, t.o see them. 
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Thursday, ‘'uly 31st, 1952, 


■cat scampered back, to Barkdsdale i.uneidately and x believe 
the *3. G. s returned at once c to Baton *‘Ouge. x'he ''ourageres came 
back. here c and “e Lth came over to see rue lor a little chat while 
Celeste and “adara Begatd were entertaining some Bouth Louisiana 
neople who had just chanced to drop in, bringing with them one 
or weleste's old friends, a native of niba, whom Celeste has visits 
in that island, believe. 

Supper wa^ for but four, -can, Joe, --on and i or perhaps me. 
fnyway it wasn t much for t-.e newly wed was in his cups and 
inclined to be-aisagreeable. *na that was the day. 

■out 1 found ~ee waiting for me when A reached home and 
we glanced through a couple.o± bits of.mail, but not much, 
ir.ere was a letter from the associate -.ditor of the -cicayune, saying 
tne^ditor, “r. Ugeaen was expected back at his desk, following 
aJreart attack, within the next few days and would advise regarding 
tne article. ° 

nf were ^ilnis from “re. ^olloman, which I assume are some 

taK-en here recently. I am curious to know about one, - 
which i asked to oe taken so that it would include only one 
panel of the screen at which x am working, and showing the 

decorations on tne wall behind me to adv a ta 6 e. I have no doubt 
that some of tnete films are worthless or of scant interest, and 
so it nught not be a Dad idea to have them printed b small to 
determine which are of any account. .Perhaps you can tell by 

to°juag Q at thS lllmE themsclves * but isn^t possible for me 

Bor some unknown reason, the post man was an hour in advance 
oi scneuule this morning and so I simply held out the mail and 
will accordingly post yesterday's Memo with this. 

I am thinking about a photographic thing to be entitled 

"Congo shadows Along Cane •viver" 

w: ich I should like to have Caroline photograph but which I 
shall not consider, since she is so undependable. But it 
might be something ~*rs. nolloman could struggle with, since 
she at least is nearer to hand and already has rounded up ouite 
a xew interesting photographs recording the Cor^.o tinge that has 
deepened tne pigmentation of some of the local citizens. 

° f tiiiS am \? tiier poi“ts, we shall speak at subsequent 
0^.^. “ k8 °“ * 01 ti6 **•'»"«* surr.riae, and 


Maraorandura: 


now nice to find your grand week e..d letter in today's 

post. 

It is so pleasant to know we both had the opportunity to 
listen to the same programs coming out of Chicago. You 
asked which station I listened over, and in response I must say 
I struck ore tty close to the Columbia system, —Shreveport LiVLH 
and “ew Cleans .Y.Y1. -someone has subsequently mentioned how 
interesting Blmer navis was and once I myself caught a few 
sentences of B. v. "Kattleborn", but somehow my inclination took 
me to the Col mbia system, perhaps because I thought Bob 
Trout was doing a good job and also because I liked it on 
a couple of occasions when -xd sorrow sot forth his observations. 

I believe Mutual has some good commentators, too. and I 
like Miner navis, —I believe he is with mutual, and I like 
martin negronski, but all in all, Columbia seemed to draw my 
attention most. 

It goes without sayin^ I am deli c hted that L. *>. got away 
for a couple of aays rest between jobs, and isn t it grand that 
your oxforts in behalf of the new situation proved so successful, 
no be sure to let me know how she finds it, after the first week or 
two of the confusion that goes wit every job has passed. I 
think of her so often and find myself holding the thought that 
all will run along so smoothly. 

I* hadn't heard of the .xo. ers film and was glad you mentioned 
it. I was-glad, too, that you could get a glimpse of the 
Chicago doings over television. *s I have never seen this 
new contraption, it is still all a little hazey and wonderful 
to me, although I. have heard all about the apperance of 
tne machine, the types of programs, eto. We area t supposed to 
be in an area equipped for television reoeption, but several 
people in town have them, ana even the household of the laoe 
Hyman Cohen down the road is sporting one, and reception 
seems to be pretty gooa, although atomspneric conditions here 
seem to ake a considerable difference, and perhaps it is so all over, 
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I a glad to have your impressions of Governor Stevenson, 
reports from various sources, radio ana personal, seem to be universally 
favorable, J, h. whose vote has lon=. been for the Republican .tarty, 
tells me Stevenson did some good wort for one of the federal a 6 encies 
with which he was assocaited, perhaps 1\. B. A, ne said a while 
back, perhaps a few years, Stevenson was scheduled to address 
a meeting of representatives of the several agencies scattered 
thro gh the country at a convention in Ghicago but, he regretted, 
he had missed the Stevenson speech Little more than a -sixth 
sense impells me to believe that both men are alright for the 
Job, which ever party is successful, and that in itself is wonderful, 
Gounting out the Byrds, one somehow feels the democrats are a little 
more on the liberal side ana for that reason, one's inclination 
turns in the-ir ,favor, Surely Sisenhower has the big name and it 
will be interesting to see what governor Stevenson can do about 
projecting his own theories and personality into the consciousness 
of the electorate as between now and ^ovember. 

t ‘ 

today's post was fairly heavy and I shall simply grab at 
a couple of enclosures ana send them along, even though they 
may turn out to be of scant interest. An exception is that in 
the case of. Gharles Cunningham whose letter you will enjoy because 
it refers to how he received the plate. I ttelephoned his office 
immediately on receiving the letter and gav-e him the desired 
information, which, if the paper had not already gone to press, 
will give it all that auvertising could offer. I thought it 
very kind of him, and shall write and say as much, for he was not 
in when 1 telephoned , 

In view of the obtiuary notice that will appear in this 
forth-coming j.ssue of the limes, I hope the plate will not 
appear until the following issue, and yet, if it does, perhaps 
a lot of people reading it for the obituary, will find the 
picture of ^elrose Plantation plate of added interest, 

I have no doubt the Grandpere original has been received by 
.\ocfe nail, but I haven't heard from them as yet, I suppose they 
may delay writing until they can aaviee me the balance of the 
Gane niver *ountry item has been forwarded, thinking I. might 
prod them a little about the latter, since only partial shipment 
was made within the scheduled six week period, 

how for a little reading about Washington, —I am at the place 
where he is directing affairs from Jumel Mansion, and thence to the 
radio and the close of a day made aoubly pleasant by little Miss Lee..., 


Friday, .august 1st, 1952. 

« «*' . . ; 


* Memorandum: 

now nice to find your gay five o'clock letter of 
Monday in today’s post. .There was a flock of other mail whioh 
remains unopened, —none of it of any moment, but naturally 
if time pressed, I had to read at least one, so it was easy enough 
to choose. 

Your note simply bubbled over with gaiety and di ray soul good, 
and I laughed aloud at the mention o the .Three Saints, for 
instantly I recalled the title of a musical thing, contrived by 
one Gertrude stein in conjunction with one Lichals, perhaps, and 
instinctively I pictured ^eatan in the midst of all that exoitement 
that went on behind the footlights in that remarkable production. 

I'm so glad you liiced the pot and the pictures, I was 
fiddling with a tiny butterfly that had rested on the l6af of a 
water hyacinth which made it appear that I was pointing to the 
pale purple flower of the hyacinth a little further along. 

By now the films covering these three photographs and a few more 
have re ched your true hand, -‘■t is aoubtful if any of the others 
are anything to bother about, and shoula you have them aeveloped 
out of sheer curiosity, 1 recommend that you have the small size 
prints made to you can determine if they are any good or not. Be- 
casue I have a feeling the photographer never could understand 
what v.as driving at when crying to get nothing in the background 
save the strange instruments on tx*e wall, 1 presu e they were 
not included in the picture in their entirity. But if they are, 
pernaps tne film could be cut arouno the eages & bit and so 
gee itself properly centered. If you woula care to keep the 
films, you may. If convenient, however, it might be well, 
to keep them in a group by themselves just in case they should 
ever fee required for anything else, such as possible use in 
some othe. connection in some other publica ion than the Bicayune. 

I listen to radio reports about the drought in the South, and 
am glad, thanks : to i 1 , L. H. legislation, the farmers are able to 
getPederal loans on food for their cattle whose pastures have 
been parched by the drought. And it seems so odd that Mississippi, 
for example, should be in such a situation, for our next door 
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nogibhro to the ^ast, —and alter all, it is only 150 miles to the 
Mississippi niver, it seems so odd Mississippi should not have 
received much of the same well spaced rainfalls we have had this 
season. Last night it sprinkled nearly all ni^ht, slow, gentle and 
thoroughly dampening the ground, and so many little local showers 
have passed this way lately, it does seem as though we might 
have shared some with regions than needed them so much more. 

before this, ^ guess 1 should have referred to the enclosure. 

The miracle on the front gallery occured this afternoon along 
about 3;30, when this first bu terfly lily of the season unfolded, 
curing the week end there will probably be several, and I shall send 
them to various peoples, like Lora, *^adam ^arco and the like, 
remarking they are , among the first", but where'the first one 
flitted is nobody 1 s-'business but little «iss ■‘•ee's and mine. 

I should like to keep the record straight regarding the 
matter of the investment in tne plates, for I know you will be 
interested to know that, thanks to three orders today, 1 was able 
to retire a hundred dollars on the money borrowed to pay iiook 
i±all in advance. I am under the impression the impending publicity 
may easily float us over the outstanding balance due. On her behalf, 
a xriend of **iss Kate Perkins brought one check for 30 dollars from her 
one for 50 from another friend of hers and one for twenty from a 
tnird. I hadn't seem s j much money in a long time, but it was 
pleasant to get rid of it immediately with the knowledge that 
oy so doing the plate balance was moving in the right direction. 

i first dark, Prances nenry with her mother came down to say howd 
to woleste, and I dropped by for a moment. She seems as gay as a 
cricket and wants to come to see me one day next week with a 
view to getting me to help her compose an expansive notice for 
nousfon and .wallas papers, wherein she will list her Napoleonic 
and Louis -thillippe furniture from "the collection of the late 
Lyle -axon, celebrated Louisiana author", for, in reality, she did 
buy Lyle s aoyal otree ap&Btane££? things-about £0 years ago. I 
returned to x ucca just as>the moon was taking over the heavens, and 
passing through the iris garden and "avant-cour", I saw the pot 
in moonlight for the first time, —we have had so many cloudy nights 
of late, —and found it just as elegant as in full daylight; 

In spite of the excessive<humidity, the pilgrimage business 
.was brisk today, —with "ew Cleans, Dallas and Jacksonville, Plorida 
being represented. u daly enough, the ^aa&sonville people, coming 
on a reco mendation from ux, Kyser of the collets, reoonized 
the name of nr. Samuel Moyall ^orris when A mentioned it, as being 
acquainted with the widow. It tuuned out that the mother of a 16 year 
, old youth remembered the late doctor quite well as he had been 
her physioian when the ,boy was born. Well, so things turn, and the 
day has been a happy one, and especially because of your gay letter.... 


iTSS 5WTJSS 

Memorandums 


Sunday August 3rd, 195B. 

ao . eJen - id** odd moi % 


“isjivasii .pwii.* ma utt«. inim ** smtSsr* 

that I m h««itb matlS* man .1 tha gilt jam faimaxiai lai aid 
Dr. Underwood. rtoiW Ls J , '; u . 

tha typaarltar, aa tha putting an al a na. ribbon i. laaallj 
thla thraadin* 

K.Se£Va smbjaat abomt ahiab mam, p.apl. *•» ”*’«““*• 

Baam Haas aama ta aaa ma'aailj tiia aaxnin*. aaltlng ma 

u 1 5S*“S5ttTirtt5**o! hi. \o Ma *• 

finish her current aeheel term, even Said 

he had started to leave, he turned hack at the « the 

h. mant.d to tall m.baa pro*m.IN. HpaJlal bax 

a»s !S.n«.T*^o4 h a-« t”SI b..a. f ^h. ««t. l»W th. 
"5hl««-*aba" Md hi Inga amt tha box and mnwrappad tha plata 

r-sss* s - 

keep her hand under the plate for, a* she declai , 

- / »I aint n.T.r gain' to hav. anythin* lima that again In this 
life, and * ain^t goin •'to get it broke • 

I find it touching that such a triffle should somehow stand for 
so muoh in the hearts of these simple folk. 


, 9toa 
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Monday* August 4th, 1952, 


From the attached note, you will gather 1 sailed an Madam 
Hegard this after non, her daughter having gone to a wadding at 
the Cathedral in town. On Saturday Sa Majests, by personal visit, 
had indioatad a desire on the part of la Mentespan to honor Tuooa 

forthwith, but soma kind af a flara-mp as between them, deflected 

the latter from realizing her wish. With this in mind, whan I 

made a round at *uooa and found a massage had been written an 
my note, I did not think it wise to oarry it baok with me whan 
1 was scheduled to break bread across the fenaa an hour or so later, 
supposing the message might have bean panned by a feminine hand, 
and so it was not until much later tonight whan a ehaneo visitor 
passing this way, bent on heading toward a frolio at the laoal 
honkey-tonk, that I learned the identity ef my afternoon visitor, 
t ::' ;i . r .:: " >• '' v- ^ •• •- - .. lioir. . i't 

The rather heavy mail of recent data has-resulted in a fine, 

mix up of stuff to be unscrambled eventually, and 1 regret I don t 
seem able to discover a rather amusing letter of thanks from 
Juanita Henry of Conroe, Texas, wherein she remarked that Joe 
had brought her the Cane Hiver Country plate and that she liked 
the finished produet even better than the pceliminary sketch whieh 
she had seen when last here, Hew Lee was the secretary to 
read this letter, and Lee has a way of half spelling long words and 
taking a ohanoe at tossing off the right word when the latter is 
short. Naturally this .often leads to so mighty strange interpreta¬ 
tions by the time I get the long words finished in their spelling 
and oenverting the mis-preneunoed s orter ones* And a good ease 
in paint is the way he dished cut Juanita's phrase, for, after 
partially spelling preliminary, he went back, and with a running 
start plunged through to the end of the phrase, se that it oame cut; 

"1 like the finished product even better than the pre¬ 
liminary ohioken," 

To paraphrase a line from Winston Churchill's speeoh before 
Congress sometime during the wax: 

. « or- . ; ~ ; • - 

"Some plate »- seme ohieken* o 

On the rumor mart, the latest information which appears to have 
a firm basis fox truth, the Creseent City has become the permanent 
home ef the Spring bride, so that the answer to the eld pepular 
tune, so much a favorite of the late Hay or Jimmy Walker, — 

"Will you Love me in December as you did in May"is definite in 
the negative, . i - ■* , 

The heat continues but the moisture is adequate and vegetation 
flourishes. The radio spoke of rain in your area on Saturday. I hope 
it helped rather than hindered the realisation of a quiet week end... 


Memorandum: 

How nioe to find your Tuesday-Wednesday letter in 
this morning's post, 

I am indebted to you for no end of things on which to ponder 
and on which I oan round out tho passing scene. 

How characteristically nice of you to think of our 
mutual friend beyond the,Bhine as an undying flame, even tho 
«th t ..*h imps, si ti«. t. b. nothin* 
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And may 1 thank you lor giving me particulars regarding 
*r. Scourby s-latest activities. long have I lolt it wall that 
the American foundation should get him to reading the hotter 
things, sinoe I have instinotively felt his servioes would all 
too soon ho unavailable. That is one reason why I have frequently 
pressed library of Congress to rooord the balanoe of the 
better books, the initial volumes of whioh he has put into wax. 

I felt this especially in regard to the balanoe of the volumes 
of little Marcel's "A la Beoherohe .du Temps ferdu", of which, 
so far as 1 know, he has thus far read but "On the Swanny Side 
of the Street*. Let us hope Hollywood doesn t appropriate him 
exclusively for its own use at the expense of the American 
foundation. 


iiiO io o v. x*Q j io 

, If the original piotures, taken by Mrs. Holloman are not 
too vast,and oumbersome for your convenience, do keep them by all 
means. Subsequent to the posting .of your letter, the original 
films have some to,your true hand, suppose, and by having 
small prints made, you oan readily deeide if any ef those beside 
the throe whioh passed through my hands to you are worth anything, 
we.oan bo guided aooordingly. I haven t give the matter any 
thought and oan t think of anyone in particular who would bo 
interested in fAy of them, save possibly a picture of the pot 
for Madam Band s,mother, %s. White and possiblyo one or the 
other ofelther^the St. Giggin or rather the Blessed Martin and 
perhap8 the soreon for someone like Dora or *flen Baldwin or 
Madam Maxes. 

'.'J Ji . , ' - ■ ' - - -'!<•< ■ I.V, li. 

Today's post was heavy again and much of that from Saturday 
remains pretty.mueh as a jumble in my mind, what with the 
secretariat still more or loss out of kilter so that only what 
seems to me of primary importanoe even getting.opened. 1 
ran through what seems to have been a very kind letter from 
Daiooy in the i>fll, thinking it might refer to the Dallas Morning 
Hews, but it turned out to be not a business note but a sweet 
letter from a soul whioh is eextainly fleudering about in a world 
to whioh, 1 imagine, she unable to adjust herself. 

There was an endless one from Mrs. Holloman, all of whioh 
1 have plumbed as yet, but 1 did discover that Picayune practice 
was still on the dilatory side. 1 hope the s a tehitoehes Times 
item doesn t some to their attention before the Magasine Section 
has printed the thing. 


You were so perfectly right about the thiw 1 was holding 
against the screen, - a hand made iron spike which, foolishly, 1 
thought might pass ap a big soft pencil, but the oamexa was too 

good and, if printed, will prove to the world 1 must have lost 
my mind, trying to draw with an iron spike, #### 
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Tuesday, August 6th, 1962. 


Memorandum*' 

The mails continue heavy and the weather het and humid. 

The nightly dews ard heavy and what with the abundance of 
such moisture, weighting down every leaf and stem, the foundation 
for today's initial air plane dusting of the cotton at dawning 
made a perfect beginning for the seasonal fight on bell weevil, 
but prtftty devastating, tee, on birds and smaller animals, 1 fear. 

Air planes have been dealing out their deathly dew en 
other plantations up and down the river, but today^s visitation 
at this bend of the river was the first. 

It would seem as though the neighboring feathered friends 
must have sensed what was up, fox, contrary te custom, none 
of them showed up on the galleries this morning until nearly 
10•30. Where they had seereted themselves, only they could 
tell. I put fresh water in the several bird baths and 
those spots seemed to be the most popular gathering places fox 
a variety of songsters,’ 'although none ef t'hem felt moved te do 
' much more than ohirp or twitter. 

It will be a while before somebody comes out with some 
reliable ‘study of what effeot all this dusting and 
Spraying has en furred' and feathered friends and what the eventual 
effeot is on the hjonan economy. 1 suppose one reason why 
the oat and pole-eat, —versus the rodent population, is and 
has been so out of balance during the past several years. 

The chain is endless when one starts speculating, —for 
in the wake of the dustinfc plane there are no insects, whioh 
means there are no birds, and there axe fewer rabbits, eats and 
* pole eats and perhaps a larger proportion of rodents, but 

still the number is so ieduoed momentarily that the Reptiles 
laok food and search for less civilised regions, while the 
fruits and grains, dependent upon poliniauction, oome to a halt 
for labk of agents in the inseat world to perform their appointed 
•tasks. It 1 s rbally quite a whirly-gig and I, for one, propose 
worrying my head not at all in trying to figure whence the road 
leads. After all, an inquiring mind is one thing, but too 
frdTuently people spend toe muoh time going into the ath 
•degree on such matters, as for instanoe, bueh a brilliant man 
as Thomas Jefferson bothering to figure out precisely hew much 
an individual oup of tea served at Mpntloelle oost. After all, 
he was going to pour tea to hordes ef people as long as he lived 
anyway, so it does seem silly to have bothered figuring out the 
invididual amount involved in'each separate cup* 
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Wednesday, Akgust 6th, 1962. 


A letter from the Picayune to ^ s. Holloman, which I have 
returned to her, indicates that the artiole will be published 
as soon as the present somewhat orowded schedule has been take oare 
of. "Several Weeks" were the words used, and let us hope that 
during tose sevoal weeks the Picayune doean t run the risk ef 
having a fit by stumbling over the Natchitoches Times as 
of last Friday. 

I saw the ladies aoross the fence this afternoon. Madam Hegard 
gets around much as usual but I notioe little signs of tiredness 
which 1 trust are only that. Celeste said she thought she would 
drive her Mother to Alexandria tomorrow afternoon, on the theory 
the outing would be good for her, and besides she herself had in 
mind doing some shopping. Out ef doors the thermometer is in the 
90 s, while inside their air conditioned menage it remains static 
around 70 or 72. 

'*•* t ‘ ' ''" ■ 5 ' t t 

Celeste also mentioned that in the beauty shop the other day 
she glanoed at the Woman's Heme Companion and discovered the 
first installment of Harnett Kane s life ef Beaturioe Pairfax or 
rather Dorothy Dix, since, after all,, if memory servies, the 
Kane biography is about a woman, and if memory serves further, 
Beatrioe Fairfax was in eality a man. 

Some of Dee Hertaog's people from Chenyville, —below 
Alexandria, were here today. One lady, perhaps in her 60*8, 
told me she is going to talk with her mother in a day or two 
and pass along the notes she makes on a slave-prinoe they had 
in their family. His name was Timfce or 'Timbuek, and, during the 
disorders of the Civil "ar and Beoonstruotion, he always spent the 
night in a downstair's drawing room, his gun along side, to 
proteot the ladies of the family, sleepy above stairs, while 
all the- male members of the family wore away. He had one daughter 
Virginia, who died about 20 years ago. The Hatches Prione of 
Jalen was possible because slaves prior to 1800 were brought 
from Africa ddreet, but it seems remarkable there should have 
been any sueh still active during the Civil' War period. We 
shall eventually see what there is to all this, , if anything. 

ioT 2.J 9CH3.J.W ©Xiffcll rci ilri .ton &>.•» ^ v 

I must- stir about in my basket and see* if I can't find 
an enclosure or two, fer things are really tending te pile up. 

Hope I oan find the one from little Mi* 8 Mormon, for it is 
both nioe and typical. A telephone from the Drug oompany in town 
indicates mwoh interest in the merchandise being currently displayed 
by that organization but I didn t inquire if anything more than 
polite interest was being shown? but 1 assume a few numbers must 
be rolling. And so I fold, still happy as a clam over your 
nioe letters of yesterday and the day before.. 


Memorandum: , 

The mails continue rather heavy but the heat has slackened this 
afternoon and tonight, thanks to a nice little shower during the 

af ernoon^ tQ lind iaugh iin letter and enolose same for 

your delectation. I have already acknowledged it, giving him 
the data requested, —in part, -and in answering his request 
for %. Pipes' address, given him that, too, saying that it is 
my understanding Mr. Sipes oould last be reaohed at 721 North 
Peters, Norman, Oklahoma, but if that proved to be °**: da *? d » * 
felt sure the communication would be forwarded appropriately from 
that point. Th^s will give him the impression, * Hope, 

Dora and I aren t in brisk communication and will accordingly 
impell him to write unguardedly about what he has »P bis sl««v« 
in regard to the Slemenee things. In the paxagx»£h that 9d » 

I said: "Humor has it that certain oanyases by Clemence Hunter 
belonging to me are being published, reproduced in °°J 0X ° r 
otherwise, in a national magasine, but I. place no credence 111 
this, as * feel qu te certain you would not undertake such a step 
without receiving my approval in advance." 

If ‘-lemenoe has already received a check, —as she seems to 
have done, then that means the staff has alreaay gone into production, 
and at this late date is probably in print or about to be set forth 
on the news stands, Mr. Holloman suggested that such a line 
as noted would undoubtedly give Mr'. ^aughlin pause, it 
will be interesting to see what, if any, response he makes. 

Obviously the fellow writes a polite letter and his spoken 
words are unfailingly in the same vein but no 1 matter how polite 
the boa constriotor may be in its approach, that in.no way softens 
its bone crushing propensities. 

If I can find Ora's letter, you will like it. Only 
last Sunday I heard for the first time of the trips whioh the college 
has been arranging for years for people, including its students, 
on jaunts in various directions across the country. A* I 
understand it about 86 people make up a group which travels in 
an air conditioned bus. All meals and sleeping 
are included in tha cost of the trip whioh is somewhere, between 
#160.00 and #200.00, and covers about ,8 weeks. The 
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Western jaunt which Anne is taking goes through several Interesting 
plaoes in Texas, a dip into “exieo, aoross the desert oountry oi 
Arizona and on to Los Angeles, up he Imperial Valley, possibly 
as far as San ^ranoisoo, and back through Yosemite or Grand 
Cannon and Colorado and so back home. °ther trips go 
to ^ew England, taking in the big Eastern cities and so on. 

It would kill me to travel with 95 people on such a jaunt of 
course, but for those who like crowds and aren t too fusy about 
having to travel by set schedule, this seems td be a wonderful 
type of trip and wonderfully inexpensive. Celeste has been dreaming 
up joining one of these, - "it would be so much fun",and I 
really think she would have the time of her life. I 11 
travel by one or by two when I travel, but lots of people 
like a frolie of three weeks in a mess of 90 other froliekers, 
and this arrangement strioks me as being ideal for them. 

< t 

The power of the press was manifest. today in he 
arrival of notes from Batohitoohes people, asking for a plate, - 
a total of twdlve being reoeived, each,for one. Jt is top early 
to judge if any of the present purchasers are going to want 
additional items.as gifts, and as m ny people are ou$ 9 f town and 
the pilgrimage business through town slow, I still don t 
have any idea of the things are going to "catch on" or*not, but 
it is heartening to anticipate.disposing of all outstanding 
investment in the matter. 

u n the home front, 1 am confronted with a distinctly 
different problem in the energy of "Pelyte", son of Mitchell, 
the Axe. Polyte presides over the power mewer which swishes 
over the greenswards once of twice a week. Slow motion best 
describes the majority of lawn mower pushers and that is 
what makes Glyte so different, for he insists on accomplishing 
in one day what it usully takes two men to do in too. But 
while the saving of time is a desircable factor, still the 
unftailing abiliity on Glyte's part to out not only grass 
but plants as well oertainly poses a problem. The Phillipine 
lilies just beyond the stained glass of the Chapel were just 
ooming into their full glory yesterday when u lyte with his 
power machine whizzed around the bed, sniping off eight stalks in 
a twinkling. As each stok..supported five or six blossoms, 
the devastation seemed impressivm. it is true there are still 
standing a number of the same lilies in the same bed, but 
somehow I feel bound to attach an anchor on Olyte whenever he 
ventures beyond the big open spaces of the major lawns. 

_ f 

x t Just- ocours to me 1 might well have assured you before sending 
the ^atohitoohes Times clipping that the list of titles appearing 
in the artiole represent more of a possibility than an actual 
program. When in town a week or two baak, and after talking 
with a couple of. people, i instinctively fe,lt .somebody or other was 
going to try a hand at pictorial plate making, fience the endless 
titles in the article, by way of disoouraging any immediate 
competition, don‘ 




flriday, August 5 th, 1958. 


ODilTO 


e»\J 3 


10 Jii; 


Memorandum* 


doln a 


**ow nice to find your Monday letter in today's post, 

1 am glad to know three items popped in at 905, all at one 
fell swoep, giving you a pioture of last week's hurly burly. 

•j ijliJ 1 * 3 Coiv) 31 1 Si - c * - * l J ^ ^ 

And thanks, too, for letting me know the Jilms came trhough 
alright, Mrs. ho Horn an has Baid she dofsn.t need them back, and 
so, if convenient to you, they might be filed by yodr true hand. 

It seems to me we might eventually*find use for one,or two of 
the subjects for publicity, but at the moment I can t think 
in what respect. If Life deoides to do the St. Augtstin story, 
then it would seem some reference in picture might be made to 
the blessed Martin, to contrast the exclusiveness of the mulatto in 
the St.; Augustin ket-wp, But if Life does a story, Life will take 
all the pictures and do the writing besides, although they 
will probably oall on Mrs. Eolloman or me' to assist in the details, 
"omehow 1 have a feeling that some Magazine Section of some newspaper 
may eventually want to do the St, Augustin business, perhaps sometime 
between January and June next, and if so, perhaps the film 
in the present collection, showing the interior of the Chapel, may 


*hapel, may 


be of service. There is something so paradoxical about , j 
a Chapel for negroes having been contrived under the very roof 
where Augustin and Louis M«toyer, builders of the St. Augustin 
<*huroh exclusively for mulattoes that it would seem it La an ua- 
U 8 ua 1 point in underlining the color differences in this ( 
strange set-up, 

; „ ; ,ii ,0.111 ic< XI 13 S si 

I invite your attention to the enclosed card and suggest you 
destroy at ones. What is hilarious, oi course, is the enthusiasm 
of the sister-in-law for the newest member of the family who has 
already been kjLoked out, and, worst of all, although only three people 
are supposed to know it, when the kicked out bride 'is two months, 
along in pregnenoy. He have all known various forms of degradation, 
but somehow this seems to be about the limit in something or 


other* 


W * — 

The weather remains hot and humid with partial cloud ooverage 
and a promise of scattered thunder showers tonight so X suppose 
there will,be little radie«ing4 I spent the morning at Arenbourg, 
disoouraging vines and weeds in the immediate neighborhood of 
the children", and snipping off the first seeds'of the crepe myrtles, 
so they will^bloem again this year. They are gorwing wonderfully 
and introduoate a note of greenery that is delicious. 
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.SO il }S Jfr. , '} i X ; 

1 8a F felmaat the post offioe this morning. She had her 
little granddaughter with her, —Little Kind's child who oof 1 ., 
to be between 2 and * years old. sL sTdark f nil L 

^f^I! d + bri 8 H infi . P ? rrm ^ e and as aright ae“ bittoL: With 

pointed to a nice fat watermelon, almoSt as big as said; 

"Mame, —I wants meddow water." 

Two things struofcome in that declaration. - first how 
so many of my mntutoried friends twist doubl? words SjuSd an for 
example, a woodpecker becomes a "peokexwood" and aaannAiv t* 

SXt^SK Zl 

s*.- and u " a8 eo ^.n£ r ti s * ht,r ' 

Se^r!5? •S^-SoJdJ&JSSittS of*the^atter oV^ 

even 72, —a little shocking wh^S steppin^in *?? P8 dJ? h J Use at 811 
over 100, and I inaline to anti«« JhI P 5- V in l i. a “ dri P ,ron something 
Madam Regard is still her kind kind self Pl hw? 1 i t0 th ?<f?J ,lexy for 00fle ®' 

gg'Msr 

only gssg 1 “u*.. 

the thing^he^styled, "Ma?ie There' b^ous^ wittsitoky*! mi f ° X 8X81111518 » 

--- W#“S.15 WiSSS! 


Sunday, August 10th, 1952. 

dJO '/; i':i d'fioib ifjud 0.. 0. 


lx ebsoTf 


Memorandum: 


. Mow nioe to find your Tuesday letter in Saturday's post. 

Somehow 1 hadn't expected the postman to bring any mail 
on Saturday but there was your letter, one from Roefc Hall, another 
from Bora and one from Kenneth de frees. What with one thing and 
another, I secured the services of a secretary but momentarily 
over the week end and -so I have made the most, of our little 
chat and let the other things rest until Monday, withal, unopened. 

"8 90xf0iVi- xi/i’i iiioiiour'i xo sts©* ool" 

I'm so glad the butterfly lily oame through with just the 
sort of message its fragrance was supposed to transmit. I am 
so glad to have the instructions for makiilg a jar of their 
perfume and this year, with their flowering coming so late in 
the season, I think there ought to be gobs of first rate blossoms 
to use in contriving the thing. It may be I .shall have to do a bit 
of experimenting before I get the hang of the thing to perfection, 
for I have no .doubt theinstructions are based on a supposed average 
humidity, and as that state remains rather high in these parts, 
it is quite probable .the moisture element will have to be given 
special attention. - , • • 

,noi ■ ' • . 

At the moent I am doing all sorts of tricks to keep 
envelopes and labels from getting hopelessly gummqd up before 
they are put to use. I thought of keeping them near the water 
heater in the bathroom, but as that stands along side the bath tub 
which gets lots of use these sticky days, the advantage of the 
warmth afforded by the heater seems offset by the inoridnate amount 
of steam from the bath. At the moment 1 have some labels hung on 
the wire by which the portrait of the Blaok Swan hangs above 
my desk. This seems-to be a pretty good bet, as the mild heat from 
the eleotric.bulb generates Just about enough dryness to make 
the glue from oozing. 

Si (TfEft 0 i» 91Qc) 10 0«iiu JJ ^S&tOI iiOUHl 2JIS:! 

Saturday morning I was impressed by thf oonenienoe of having 
running water when something or other during the night went hay wire 
in the well or in the engire that pumps the water, with the result 
that from 5 a.m. until 2 pirn., all pipes were empty. I was so 
glad -1 had put water in the sugar pot for takig off one.s beard 
without water, unless one fiddles with thope oontraptions known 
as eleotric razors, beard cutting is up hill business. I'm 
rom douta od .roefcOTq o done *ol sn.-.ia ant 
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. • , r , , 

glad the thing di*n t play out last week end when there was 
so much doings around here* And I'm glad that a wateroade is j 
now available again at the touch of the fauoets, for while I don t 
feel impelled to spend my life in a shower, still it is pleasant to 
know a few drops are available when one feels an inclination in 
that direction* 

. Saturday's conference with Mrs. Holloman turned out so-so. 

I had written 8 pages of mulatto business, all pivoting about St, 
Augustin's Churoh and tried to impress on her the importance of 
keeping the mulatto usinetss to the fore and keeping Melrose 
and Yucoa out of the picture. If this oan be aohieved, the 
vaguely potential article to be done as a duet with Carolyn will be 
in no way effeoted, I„thre» in a few sub-titles such as 

>mtr , w .^mox £13 at; daer 3-&:sn~j isdro erfJ «oI brus ieJo 
"loo *ears of Braotiole Fair Practices" 

' 

which given the general slant of the t ing and tossed in a dab 
of thu Blessed Martin's Chapel for sheer oontrast. 


OOi llq U-8 lie fc ea 300 III* tfO\ 
\i,d Bviot rol ied-uiimofl bxa i 

_ . . . . , 

.gfliiid tu dtos dnatf iaufc lo ( 
Jm : j .eeruu £J . , 


ill 


.id 


Onoe the idea has been transmitted from Hew Orleans represntatives 
to the home offioe, Life will fly down a photographer or two and 
a couple of writers and the game will be on. There isn t any 
point in crossing bridges before getting to them, but I-feel 
.instinctively that if the Life people ever get a glimpse of Melrose, 
and they can’t miss seeing it from the air, the problem wi^.1 be 
to keep them from using it as the tail to wag .St, Augustinus or 
employing St. augustin s to wag the plantation, ■ neither of 
which will suit my program. But perhaps they wont even accept the 
original idea, and so such worries would be useless. 

We dined aoross the fence and an exfellent dinner it was, 

Pat has a girl friend .living in Washington, —I believe she hails 
from West Virginia, and she flew down to Shreveport and I believe 
they drove down here this morning* 

.-.id .0 4.. :' ; ;• r : l ins ■ :>i . 

Southwest of Bidden Hill plantation, - see Cane Rifer plate, —theere 
lies some 16,000 acres woned Jointly by the Sstate, Cousin Arthur 
Watson and ex-8enator Fredericks. It inclines toward hin land and 
has much forest and a lake of about 400 aores where a camp is 
about to be erected, some sort of an exclusive thing, it is said, but 
I cannot imagine. Whenever 1 hear the projeot mentioned, \ shy off 
in the direction of the nearest "gang of trees", for I don t want 
to get tangled up in planning the,layout of buldiQga, park^or 
drives. Berhaps nobody is dreaming of asking my advise, —I hope. 

But except for J. H., 1 like none of the people involved and 1 prefer 
attending.to our own "children" without going to far afield as to 
suggest advantageous plans for such a projeot* So muofc more to 
talk about but I've taken up all the time with nothings. 


etl Jaaol -Jn dor 
,oloi aoaoiala 


. -u 


Monday, August 11th, 1968* 

:i: -nah h oo 

\z o o:;ira o so OTzraolocro and 
• U? orev x. : iois ^4 st-7 31 
tr.;s \L v.io naqsoirfoJ .'I 

?a .aworo ehd tic 


Memorandum: 

iC’? o onoi» ^6 X6<iSo *>-•'? ien band o) ?alm al bmi J .crl-i: 

How nice to find your letter in, today's post. It was 
fun talking about pictures and I am glad to know something of 
the subject matter they eoyered, —those that came out like 
something. , 

1 , 

The greenery you noticed in front of the pot presents 
a problem difficult to solve, so for as the greenery 
itself is concerned. Many years ago, perhaps SO or.more, 


not 

Hi 


/ the bag tree,, some of whose leaves you have sampled, was 

v planted there at about the same time the grandiflora was 

C set out too close to the bay* Both grew well, and just 

about kept paoe with each other in height. Soon their branches 
were entwining, but the cold snap of 1961 killed down the bay 
to its huge roots. The big trunk had to be saw down, but I 
left the roots because this type of bay is rare in these parts, — 
for all X know, its the only one in Louisiana or Mississippi* 
and naturally, sinoe the roots were too vast to be moved with 
any hope of successful transplanting, I let the little.sprouts 
that oame up remain. Then when the avant-oour was oontrived, 
there was the sprouting bay, at just about the spot I wanted to 
place the pot. I think X shall leave it there for a while until 
I try planting another bay if X oan find one. Then if that is 
established, something oan be done about the roots of the old one. 
j J j Jv , 0-08 li$ «... d jOIi.UVO'; eJSiXib '>11 XOJJitrfO 1 •' 

1 am convinced that Mrs. Holloman never did comprehend what I 
was driving at when X tried to get the Chapel wall and its deeors 
as the dominant note in the pictures taken on the gallery. But 
whatever there is to work on in the original films, I'm sure 
by your artful cutting, you will extraot a maximum. Between you 
and me,’ X thought the bill of five bucks whioh X received for the 

t tints was a bit high, for X had figured, the prints might run about 
1,85 each* Perhaps, on seoond thought, the sender thought 
the bill was a little steep, too, and fox that reason threw in 
the films, but tl\e Hollcpnan mind, while undoubtedly always one 
of intregrity, is something I shall never quite oomprehend, and 
it is quite possible that foj the use to whioh we may eventually 
have use of some of the shots, they may turn out to be worth the 
original investment* 

... .eli’t • i i: - ,Cl 
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On reading the enclosure, you will not he at all surprised 
w}ien 1 pbserve that, some people axe nominated fox jobs by 
conventions while othexs simply nominate themselves, and I offex 
the enclosure as a prize example of just that sort of thing. 

It pretty clearly demonstrates, too, I think you will agree, that 
la Montespan obviously has aspirations, if not at least in 
putting on the crown, at least of playing a Maintenon role. 

I acknowledged the letter promptly, saying that the only 
thing I had in mind to hand her the other day was some ol ippings 
for which she had asked, and hastened on to observe that 
Columbus was lucky in hitting the West Indies just after the 
seasonal blow and not just-before, and relating some points 
I would like to have snapshots of on Jamaica, --the fabulous 
experimental station, —done, as 1 have been told, in the 
best iouis Quatorize style, and some of the prettiest federal 
mansions of the 1812 period that one is likely to eneowntex 
anywhere. There is some doubt in my mind* as to what the lady s 
concept pf a federalist mansion might resemble,•but that's all ~ 
in the game and it will give her an opportunity to take a 
gander at no epd of stuff when she touches the island. 

. - < .... ; t ^ " o o -■ • 3 ■ ::f 

. . J W. <- 1 • V - « •• * ' 

Celeste and I telephoned Blythe this morning but 
discovered she had headed out fox B. Randolph’s up Colfax way, and 
so we tried again tonight about 7 and found her at home. The 
^reason for telephoning was the faot that today is her birthday 
’and we merely wanted to sned along our Rowdies* On another 
front, I learned from Celeste that Franoes Henry has started out by 
( car with a gril friend to run up as fax as Penland and baok on a 
week's jaunt, although 1 think they plan to stop in ashville, 
although will probably not miss running out to -see little Mias 
Luoy Morgan. 

t * 

Oter ohatter from Celeste revealed that at some gathering 
in town on Saturday, the wife of Senator Fredericks spoke her 
piece about the plates which came up for discussion and she maintained 
thq corn-unity might be expected to rise to the occasion, but in 
her opfniqn the State ought to make some gesture of appreciation 
regarding .the originality of the history in porcelain. Imagine, 
toi jcovieeer i aioud evil to Hid < 

At supper, J. expressed himselfi as finding Pat's girl 
not pretty and he v.oioed the opinion ahe was 8 or 10 years 
older than Pat. I don t knqw if .she is pretty or not but I 
did get the impressi8n of maturity, whioh, to my way of thinking, 
is all in the girl's favor, for I never was one- to measure 
congeniality in terms of years. I talked with Ora on the telephone, 
and she threatens to pass this day during her present two weeks vaoatior 
That should afford muoh opportunity to take up matrimonial topios 
on a big soale..... 


Tuesday, August 12th, 1952. 


.aliwotf 31 


XO <{ 


oja j.;d Rytfm io eldaq jo don 

• - ••• ' t -i *0 j i ,ia . ... 

— , v.. 

Memorandum: f . _ _ 

And so Celeste said this morning, 

n 0h, by the way* I wanted to tell you that the sweetest 
message the family redeived following Paynie's death was 
from ^rna." 

* I didn't see the oard, but I can well imagine she was 
speaking the truth and I know she was deeply appreciative. Another 
laurel lef for little Mi 88 Lee. 

• - - * • 

This afternoon a pionio was the order of the day. The 
place selected for a site was_in thd Kisatchie national Forest, 
and those participating in the fiolio were the Eeverend Fathers 
across the river, Dr. and Mrs. Ambrose Eertzog from ^ew Orleans 
and family, and a number of -pther Cane Biver Hertzogs, some of 
the Cohens, ^believe, Celeste and a few others from somewhere 
.bout the parish, naturally * declined but I approved 
of the others going, as though it were any of my business. But 
it is said' the Forest is quite lovely with a stream of dear running 
’water with banks of white sand beneath the trees, and things 
rigged up for the general oomfort of the people who like 
the place for a sylvian outing. What with the thermometer 
* in the 90’ s, and the humidity at something over 99, — 

there have been tiny partioles of water in the air intermittently 
all day, I reokon some forest glade would be about the next 
most oomdxtable place one oould find, exoept an air conditioned 
housel laughed to myself whenever I reoall how you, even as I, fished 
around' madely int the ether waves, searching for the Eisenhower 
speeoh in ■‘'os Angelese last week, £or I, too, couldn’t find the 
thing whioh, in reality, wasn’t broadcast. It seems strange that 
in view of all the talk about the impending speeoh before hand, 
nothing was done about putting it on the air. I may s.y at this 
point that I am impressed by the political straws I grab from the 
wind, oreated by passing pilgrims. A month ago I wouldn’t 
have imagined I should hear so many people say they are inclined 
to believe they will oast their vote for Stevenson; Four weeks 
baok, his name was never mentioned. We shall probably see tide 
ebbing and’ flowing in opposite directions many times between now 
and the 4th of November. 
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The enclosure Is nothing but 1 send It along regardless 
because the group of which the writer was a member was 
not culturally capable of comprehending much but had 
the oourtesy, at least one member did, to take the trouble 
to write an expression of appreciation* 

Today 1 had a less satisfactory set, —one was Celeste's 
sister-in-law from ^ansura, and perhaps another was her sister, 
and three 18 year old damsels who might have been wonderful 
if trying out a new danoe floor but.so impervious to anything 
Melrose had to offer that they didn t even bother to stiok 
with Madam Regard who accompanied t&em, —and at the'hour 
Just after the supper bell had rung. They put me in mind 
of those sweet girl graduates of a few years back who accompanied 
their professor fathers and their mothers on a **elrose tour, 
dated long in advance who declared, on arriving that if no body 
mifided they preferred climbing the big oak to seeing the gardens and 
buildings. 

I’waB rather amused, as you ould have been, had you 
heard what Celeste's sister, —1 believe her name is Edna, 
who had left her sister-in-law at Melrose while she and the 
young things had gone on to spend the afternoon in town. She 
said she had called at Mrs. Hill's house, —I suppose Mildred 
Cunningham s mother and everyone there-was talking about 
some new sort of plates that had a lot of buildings on them, 
buildings around the neighborhood of Hatehitoohes, she believed. 

She said there was a lot of talk about the man who made them, too, 
and she wondered if had ever heard of the plates or if 
by any ohanoe I knew whose idea it was, sinoe everyone there seemed 
to think both dish and man were important but nobody said why. 

• * • . » 

I told her I had heard something about some kind of 
plate s^-rattlin around but what all the exoitement- was about 
1 hadn t the faintest idea and as for the man who btirred them up, 

I was positive I had never seen him- along about then,-one 
of the young fry got tang-led up in a rose bush and that 
conversation was side-traoked before Madam Regard got within 
ear shot. What 1 assume is that sinoe people at- the Hill home 
knew the guests were Just up from "‘elrose and probably tossed 
in the subjeot of plates as a means of getting conversation 
going, and yet Bdna had never heard of them and never did 
have the slightest inkling*as to the identity of the « 
oontrivor. Some day it may or may not dawn on her as to 
what all the chatter was about, but 1 suspect she is fairly 
safe from having the dawn break through too soon. 

Think I shall fold early, as my reading maohine isn't speaking 
to me at the moment..... 


5616 


Wednesday, August ISth, 1962. 


a -LLi 0..3 io- no c-c. jw ii .o ,7:5.1 saoi3|sa- 

Memorandum} 

The weather, continues in the 90's and -“X continue 
the gardening at. Arenbourg and Melrose. Watering is 
the big consideration, for although the supply from on high 
has been sufficient up to k now, I like to keep a little 
ahead of anything suggesting a dry- spell ahead, and especially 
at this season when some of the more temper foment al things, 
like the grandifloras, have a way of getting round to making 
up their minds to grow about the time the long dry days of 
August hold the faintest suggestion of approaching autumn. 

- 

1 have a staok ef mail to attend to, but think I shall 
treat myself to a little chat with you. After that I*shall 
indulge myself in a hot shower and a glass of oold buttermilk, 
and then we shall see if Hr. Underwood or the old Sandman 
will win. 

. « 

The enclosure is of no especial Interest but i send it 
along that you may keep abreast with things. The matter 
referred to concerns a little hand gin of which 1 believe 
there was conversation or perhaps correspondence from the same 
quarter two or three years ago. I feel Rudolph is the 
. person to act as custodian, for he will appreciate its worth, 
and will undoubtedly turn it over to the oollege when he 
is through with it, and in such an institution it might 
be preserved as a curiosity, for it is unique in its field,— 

.-the only one I ever saw or heard of. * 1 shall not remark in my 
letter approving the idea that I think it should have been a p rt 
of theAfrican House collection where the raw cotton, ' spinning wheels, 
looms and so on, including the raw cotton wh oh could have been 
run through the -hand gin for the delectation of fhose interested might 
hqve been effected throughout the year, —and I'll bet Benton 
c doesn t have a boll of raw, unginned ootton,* but that is 
, alright, it would seem to me the "thing to have done would have 
been for the lady to lend the instrument to ielrose, with the 
proviso that should the African House ever be given up as 
a museum, the item would revert to her, —and the more so, sinoe 
the outfit originally belonged either to the M a dam outright 
or at least Jointly with the correspondent. But there 
are enough other treasures in the African *ouse, and Just 
..so long as the gaget is preserved for posterity, it doesn't 


1 


I 
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really matter where it finds an ultimate resting plaoe. 

flrbm the* Orescent City comes word that Mr. Wilds of Life 
lik.es the Centenary of St. Augustin story, and as soon as 
appropraite oaptions hate been kooked off for the illustrations, 
the pictures and notes will go forward to Life in "ew York. 

The latter organization usulaly takes a month to deoide if the 
material appeals to them. This may be true, so far as their 
policy to advise their field representative, but when dealing 
direotlywith those not associated with their staff, it seems to 
me it usually takes them much longer to make up their minds, 
hut assuming they approve, then another month or so will elapse 
before publication date, I expect, and in the mean time, little 
Miss Carolyn will have had an opportunity to keep her 
September appointment so that the story of i*arie Therese may be 
Jammed through prior to life publication. If she doesn t keep 
het engagements, she surely oan't oomplain too much if someone else 
tears as the fringes of the thing a bit. My idea is to keep 
the St. Augustin thing strictly oontempoary, stressing the 
present mulatto in habitants and using the plate of St, 3ugustin 
• purely as an example of the preparations being made for the 
1958 oelebration. And, of course, if Grandpere could make 
Life on a plate, that ought to set several plates to rolling. 

Twoobig national magaines probably wouldn't bring out stories at 

the same time on geographical locations so olossly identified 

the one with the'other, but I see nothing unethetkeal in not telling 

each publication that the other contemplates a story about the 

Sane Biver oountry since aotually the one story is about Marie Therese 

and the other about a community that obtained 200 years late*. 

i 

I don t recall if I mentioned in Sunday's memo that Just 
before first dark on Saturday, while busy with the butterfly lilies 
along the front gallery, I was surprised to hear someone say: 

"Mr. Jj’ranoois, — Vm Gillie." 

« 

^ j. 

And Loi there was the Reverend Pompey M.' Gillie and wife,— 
the latter a ;Oute little rolly-polly of perhaps 60 summers, Just 
as broad as long. " They were on their way from home up Cognao 
way to hold servtoes at St. Augustine's Churohuon ^it.tle Biver, and 
said they had seen the artiole about the plate in the Times, 
and because they had a plate whioh they treasured, they wanted to 
stop off to tell me how muoh pleasure it had afforded them. And 
so we found us a big fan and a decanter and chatted for ten minutes 
and it was all very pleasant. * 

But now for the bath and the buttermilk and so to bed.... 


. . 

Thursday, August 14th, 1962. 


ill oo 


Memorandum: , . j ' j , 

*-jmJ , caJ 8a .*!,■ f- i w :0 h U- 

How nice to find your Saturday letter in today's post. It 
contained enough material to keep us busy talking for a sitting 
that might last a week without interruption. 

, tfiUoeLy:' ^ a-o.«*rf kiMox. add io»ug Jo* **•*• mo 

And may 1 thank you for passing along the interesting particulars 
about George Washington. X, of oourse, had heard nothing about 
the State paper recently found in the Senate bundle. What a 
ooirmentary on the times,' —A letter oalllng the Senate into speoial 
session by George Washington, penned in his own hand on stationary 
bearing the watermark of George, the Third. The times were as out of 
Joint in 1791 when it was penned as they were in 1767 or whenever it 
was the Matohttoohe’s Courts were still using the legal form of 
"His Most Christian Majesty" whereas "His Most Catholio Majesty" 
had taken over things years-before, 

. 

I am so glad you saved the map, too, for that would be 
as good as a travelogue, following the various trips G. W. made 
from the 1740's down until the ypar before he died. 

c . *, i.... i ->o i 

While X*tink'of it, let me answer your question regarding 
the instruments on the Chapel wall. The upper one, as you assumed, 
is a vine knife. In this lush region where vines grow with 
such luxuriance, this type of instrument has always been a pre¬ 
requisite to plantation operations. The,length of the handle is 
important, for often the vines to be out are several feet from 
the nearest point a person oan approaoh, what with thorns and 
brambles. It also affords one a vantage point of some distance 
from whatever might be lurking in the vines, and in a region 
where so many things creeping and crawling flourished in tlie 
aid da./s, the length of the Randle must have been praotiole indeed. 

jill# 3 i*« ; 32 3 6.7. Oilf BiJ ,1-0 3l 

The srdaller instrument, below the larger,, is a relio of 
th days when Yuoca and the Afrioan, a ouse were built. It is 
called a toe adze, —although X don t know how to spell adze, but 
it is 'something like that. Its iro,n or steel axe is hand made, 
and the handle was also fashioned by hand as may readily be notioed 
in examined. The wood’ is very dark, looking like mahogny, but 
I suppose it may be some wood of looal. habitat, possibly 
seldom if ever seen any moire, , , 


» 
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It was oalled a toe adze because the laborer measured off 
his ohopping by his toe. The trunk of a tree, after being out 
and bereft of its bpanohes, was transformed from it natural 
round state to a timber that was square at the corners, and all the 
grand obd timbers forming the upper story of the African House 
and all the oypress uprights at *uooa as well as the beaded 
beams of the ceiling, were fashioned by such an insturment and 
they still bear the marks of the toe adze, often each mark being 
not more than 2 or i inches apart. As the operator always went 
barefoot, using his toe to measure how much the adze would ohip off 
at a blow, it paid said operator to judge correctly if he wanted 
to retain his measuring means. I have no idea how this 

one every got under the ground beneah the projecting 
roof of the African Bouse where I found it when removing some 
old trash and smoothing off the surface around the building. 

The wood is just as sound as it ever was, although one may 
see readily enough that one at least, in)&sibly more than onoe, 
it was used to stir a bonfire, for the wooden handle near the 
end where the adze is attached, has been blacked even deeper by 
the flames. I think it is not a great rarety, but 
I chance to know of no other in Mississippi or Louisiana, and 
1 treasure it particularly beoause I assume it was one employed 
in the days of M arie Therese when Yucca was being created out of the 
surrounding forests. 

« * 

And may A thank you for giving me news of how 1. J. is 
progressing in.her new situation. Isn t it fine that both ladies 
concerned with the business are satisfied, and how happy it 
makes me feel to know how delighted you must be, too, and the more 
so beoause of the part you played in "rigging up" the business. 

« • 

It was nice of you to remember to ask the lady for the 
name of the manufacturer of the plate. Heaven knows if we shall 
ever use the information, but it will be nice to have, and if 
you, too, will retain the name for your own file, I shall feel 
the more secure, knowing it is available, should I ohanoe to mis¬ 
place my copy. 

I’m glad the article in the Hatohitoches paper read alright. 

Oddly enough, I havwen never read it. I was in a rush when I 
ripped it off, as the messenger was waiting to take it, and sinoe 
it appeared in prints, there has been so mwoh "must" stuff to 
be explored tjiat I haven t found an opportunity to-explore 
the contents. And so I appreciate your findings especially, and 
Lora wrote that it was alright, too, and*I can let it rest until 
sometime when A have more readers than mail. Naturally 
I was astonished you found so many other things in the'paper, 
including a reference to Lr. John Kyser, and again I marvel that 
in all truth, you, sitting 1,500 miles away, know more about 
the local set up than anyone I know who has spent a lifetime. 

It has been such a happy day, thanks to your Saturday industry, and 
again my blessings on you for all the happiness you have contrived for me.,, 
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Friday, August 15th, 1952. 


« r ? xnrti 

axiifpui oi oean '• nblo * 

Memorandum: 

Hot-hot with a promise of 105 straight' through the week end, 
and the nights cooling down to 77, whioh,-when considered atop my wool 
tack, doesn't seem too oold. But August is half spent and 
already t ere is a suggestion of autumn in the uncertain haze 
"hoovering" over the fields and the rustle of early falling leaves in 

the gardens. • * _ 

But the thermometer apparantly means nothing to the road runners, 
for I had them today from Kansas and Iowa, not to mention JJorth Dakota 
and the district of Columbia, and—of all places, —Mexico. 

• Around 8 this morning. May Balthazar passed by with her niece who 
lives somewhere in the Hast. She wondered if she might arrange 
a tour for her cousins, born on Cane Biver, but how living near Camp 
Meade in the Baltimore area where the gentleman of oolor is 
a permanent military fixture, I gather, sinoe he has been in 
uniform sinoe 191ft, which, I should think, ought to entitle him 
to retirement-before many more deoades have elapsed. 
v ' 4 *■ 

And so I set the magical hour of 9j80, and a tour of oolor we 
had, perhaps 10 or a dozen, and I think everyone enjoyed himself. 

Two of the ladies, perhaps in their 60’s, told me they had spent the 
major portion of their lives in’this section 6f ^ane Biver but never 
before had dreamed there were so many inter^Stig buildings and things 
behind the bushes. 

■ - * • 

I saw Celeste for a few moments at 11, for a quiok oup'of 
coffee before*1 took on some other people. She started to say something, 
naught herselfj and then went ahead regardless, explaining she wasn t 
sure if she was talking out of turn or not. It seems she bumped * 
into Kditor Cunningham on the street in town the other day and 
he mentioned his intention, time permitting, to get out the 
plate article in pamphlet form. I told her not to worry 
about the surprise this would illioit, should a surprise have been 
intended if and when the thing oomes my way. I think it very 
kind of Charles to have done this, although he is a oivio minded person 
and perhaps he thought a pamphlet would tend to increase the interest 
of people in the Hatohitoohes area. 

Celeste was in town today, busy as'a bee, making preparations to 
attend somebody's wedding at the Cathedral tomorrow afternoon, after 
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• ' * 

which there will he a large reoeption at the home of the 
bride, She talked as though I knew about the who^e business, and 
I did know enough with the preparations, and didn t need to inquire 
the identity of the bride and groom. 

On Sunday afternoon, she will take Madam Regard to ^ansura and 
after dropping her, will continue on to Grand Isle for a week or 
so, like the lady who headed out* Wednesday for the West Indies, 

I reckon neither one has had a vacation’in over a year and a hblf. 

After several days of fairly heavy mail, today's round was 
impressive because of the absence of anything in the first olass 
seotion, I reokon i'll be getting a batch on the morrow or 
Monday. Other delivery servioe seems to be dwaddling, too, 
for I have the bill of lading on the shipment of Cane Biver plates 
that went forward on August 1st, and nothing has turned up as yet. 

If one oould only enlist the road runnerb to handle the mails and 
package deliveries, we x ieally ought to experience vast 
improvements. * * 

Celeste had a bre d and'butter note from Pat's girl friend, 

Wanda Cochran. Celeste read it to me without oofhment, but 
I gathered she thought the lady laoked faoility of expression. 

I negleoted to say yesterday with how much interest I shall be 
awaiting a report on how things rooked along during the visit of 
the Illion contingent, —if, indeed, it ever took'place. Let's hope 
the travelers appeared, --and eventually faded out of the pioture again 
without incident, I guess on of the things in human relations making 
them most satisfactory is the complete dependability whioh some people 
radiate, andthe absence of such an element oan somehow exhaust 
everyone concerned before contacts are ever effected. Let us 
hope everyone was on his best behavior and that a single visit of a day 
will suffice for ever and ever so long. 

I am glad to report that yesterday Dr, and Mrs. Knipmeyex toated 
the reading machine in to town once more'and I expect Mrs. Coombs 
will have it checked today and will, ‘perhaps, deliver it tomorrow. 

As you know, the groom of the'short lived romanoe is out to a like 
pattern as Willie and a'deoade or so of oontaots two or three times 
a week gives one an experience in'such matters that would gladly be 
skipped altogether. 

But tomorrow or Sunday, if there be time, I shall be able to dip 
into Mr. "ashington s'doings again add the account of the bitter 
winter of "allery Forge ought to balance up nicely against this 
August heat..,,. 


l 
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Sunday, August 17th, 1952. 

,90 


Memorandum: 

You will .perhaps already ,have read the attached clipping and 
got a laugh out of it. 

.Celeste cut it out qf the Matohitoohes Timas of this past 
week, • Thursday or .Friday, I reckon, the 14th or 15th Apparently 
at .least one customer viqited Millspaugh Drug, and, from the use of 
one word in reference to the gift, it is easy enough to assume it 
,was the Cape Biver Country item that was selected. 

And speaking of “eleste, Pat and I dined across the fence with 
the family, immediately after which the ladies took off for South 
Louisiana, and I suppose it will be a week from tomorrow before we 
see them again, o 

As anticipate, the reading machine, sent into town on Thursday, 
came back on Saturday afternoon, brought by “adam Coombs. She 
is under treatment for high blood pressure and I didn t much like 
t,he t ought of her dragging the thing over the hot ro&ds, but came 
she did. *nd then, after trying it to see if ± it was functioning 
perfectly, we couldn't get a sound odt of it. She said she would i 
take it back to the meohanio and see to it that * got it baok 
before Hr. Knipmeyer's round on Thursday. Picture my humiliation 
an hour an^ a half later when appearing on my doorstep was Madam 
Coombs with the machine, having made the long, hot trip to town 
and baok. x t seems there was nothing wrong with the machine, but 
as neither of us knew anything about the type of guard that had 
been attached to the needle, we supposed the thing was out of 
kilter, since no sound was emitted. -°y simply withdrawing the 
guard somehow attached to the arm or the needle of the machine, 
it played perfectly. 

At Just that njoment;. Hr. Hand and ^oraoe appeared, and I was 
glad the four of us oould ohat a little although ttj;s. Coombs had 
to race baok to town again foi; some appointment. 

Dr. Band must have been doing a little labor on his own hook, 
since he brought me a message from **rs. bowman, saying she would like 
a few plates if 1 would care to send them by Dr. Band. At least 
this avoids an.exoulse, were any needed, for la Montespan 
acting as agqnt. I hope Dr. Band handled the Bowman contact with 
adroitness, ^nd x' m glad la Montespan, at the moment at least, 
is "all at sea". . « 
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■ o L , -j ^ .. J . . -- < ci- 

In the field of correspondence, it seems to me ther has been 
something of a gap between several points of the compass and Yucca. 

I guess it has been a couple of weeks since last anything came to 
hand fror la Storm. Perhaps she is continuing her Northwestern 
trip further North, and is boating on the inner passage from 
Seattle to —well almost anywhere, perhaps Alaska. It seems 
long since we have heard from the harnesses. They are probably lost 
on the Colorado river, —fishing. I mentioned the other day the 
shipment of merchandise from .dock. Hall, sent on August 1st, had 
failed to come through. I «am under the impression you may ,have 
forwarded a photograph or two recently, perhaps on Wednesday, and 
that item will undoubtedly come to hand early this week, I recite 
these several instances simply to keep you informed, of course, and 
assume that in each instance there will be letters forthcoming 
in all good time. 

• - « 

I presume I may have mentioned that ^r. Hand porraised on 
Saturday that he would oome to spend several days at the camp this 
week. I am of course entranced at this prospect, for it meanB I 
shall probably see him quite often and probaby, as is usually the oase 
in such visits, other people may be expected to be invited for 
an afternoon or evening, and there will proba ly be some little 
tours over here and perhaps a supper or two beneath the cedars, I 
hope, for and just because of one sitting beneath those, particular 
cedars, raturnig ta them always means something Very special to me. 

..ci 

In my reading last night, I got "r. Washington out of Jumel 
Mansion, and eventually across the river into Jersey, and I am ( 
beginnin to be i-ipressed by the absence ,of certain names which aren t 
perhaps pertinent to this excellent account of Washington s 
almost day to day career, but I am beginning to wonder why°one doesn't 
get at least a glimpse of some of tham. For example, m all the 
operations in and neur New York, I never once ran across the name 
qf Alexander Hamilton. Perhaps the biographer plans to bring him in 
later by going back a little. And then, too, I haven't met Thomas 
Payne as yet, ..a man in whose own biography^ the retreat aoross New 
Jersey usually l 00 ms large. Perhaps he, too) is scheduled to 
.appear later, but it does seem odd that with such a master craftsman 
of Freeman handling the materials, none of these more striking 
personalities should have oome up for consideration thus far. 

* . c, oed ev*d ». 

^t has been ,a peaceful week end and I am hoping you may say 
as rauoh for your. own. The pilgrims weren t too many and as none 
of them were particularly interested in aflything, I oould brush 
them off with dispatoh. Now for a nice hot shower, some 
ceiled poaohes and oream qnd a glass of Tenderleaf, a ohapter of 
Washington, and so to bed.. . ' 
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. Monday, August 18th, 1952. 

. t « A. f J 


Memorandum: 

• ® J AV/ v ■ V V 

How nice, —how doubly nice, —in finding both your Wednesday 
letter with the smaller reproductions and the greater envelope 
with the enlargements in this morning's post. 

• i L J i\. • 

How can 1 begin to say Than You. 1 think the whole 
shooting matoh is grand, and I'm crazy about the little folio 
with the small pictures, —so handy, just as you suggested, 
to let my looal friends explore without doing any damage to 
the larger ones that may be used for publicity at one time or 
another, iuid it is curious how both white and colored seem so 
fascinated by snapshots, especially the latter, for, oome to 
think of it, I reokon they perhaps do not see many, and there 
invariably seems to be a lit tie*element of surprise and delight 
when they can recognize some familar personality or scene. 

• • v * * ■ 

Wasn't it hilarious, in view of the two rather similar back¬ 
grounds, that Kodak should have slipped up in the enlargment of 
the one on the back gallery, printing the thing in reverse. I 
opened the p ckage eontaining the enlargements as soon as I 
returned to luooa from the lost Office, and as my secretary didn't 
arrive until nearly 8 o'clock tonight, I had not read your letter 
when or before, examinig the enlargements. At first glance, 
when I discovered the instruments to be going in the 
. opposite direction, I gulpped and blinked and thought of 

running to look in the mirror to see if I could deteot anything 
especially wrong with my own make up. I somehow felt so turned 
. around that for the moment, I oouldn 1 t make out what was wrong. 

Then it dawned on me what had occurred and I had lots of fun 
in standing the print with the oorreot execution along side 
the other, as though seeing myself forwards'and baokwards all 
at a single sitting. I suppose this sort of thing happens every 
once.in a while but probably most films oarry no reading on 
them, so that in the majority of oases, people simply acoept them 
as odd and let it go at that. Well anything in which I appear 
is likely to seem a little odd,.but with the other shot in 
juxtaposition, the.contrast is really arresting.* 

. 

It goes without saying that I am as happy as a darn about 
. the whole thing and I shall get off Mrs. White's print to 
her in tomorrow's post with an appropriate letter, and I 
know she will be very happy to see her pot in it present situation. 


I 
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I have been as busy as a bee all day, as the faulty typing 
may 'suggest, although, if memory serves, my typing yesterday 
was even worse, although I didn't have the exouse of tiredness, 

■f'he thermometer touched 105 and there was no breeze, but 
there were pilgrims whom I didn t need to see, sinoe I had a garden¬ 
er or two to give me a final hafid before the ootton patoh olaims 
every mother's son for the next two or three months. 

Among others, Mrs. Sterling of the Audubott-Oafcley Pork, 
came to see me. She had lots to tell and I had lots of time 
to listen to suoh a person. She was heading for Shreveport 
where yesterday's papers announced that she would address some 
Federation of Clubs. Among the tings of especial interest she 
spoke of were these points t 

She was so glad a few years back to have found and sent to me 
by a member of the family the packet of letters iliss Caramie had 
written the Mathews sisters, then mistresses of Uakley, and 
espebialljr the nice letters in whioh the “adpm had spoken of her 
visitb to Oakley with me. You oan imagine how astonished I was 
at this news, for nobody had ever delivered any such paoket to 
me, and I apologized to “rs. Sterling for my seeming laok of 
appreciation in not having written to thank her for her kindness. 

I promised her she would hear from me later aftey X had tracked down 
the paoket, whioh, as I understand it, started out via Baton Rouge. 

u 

As regards lovely old w ottage Plantation, she told me frankly 
she was disappointed with some of the things done there. It 
seems the actual owner has lots of money, holding patents on 
television things and heaven knows what all, and that is is his 
brother-in-law and the latter's wife who occupy the place. 

As you know, the Cottage is an early house and the ceilings are 
rather low, and so it is almost impossible to imagine anybody 
intorduoing a rook orystal phandeliere in the dining room. 

I reckon people are bound to walk around the thing rather than 
beneath it. It seems a sign on the publio road, announces 
"The Cottage, —Over Right Guest”, and that thp old detatohed 
brick kitchen where Miss Louise used.to have suoh elegant 
meals prepared, has been converted into a Gift Shop. 

It all sound a little on the regrettabieside. 

On the lighter side, f she mentioned a recent servant problem she 
had had. The daughter of'her servant, - the daughter being seven 
months in pregnancy, secured a license and with her beau, went 
to Woodville to get married, but the authorities there refused 
to tie the nuptial knot, explaining the "girl is too young", 

Dongt you love that. 

It was so good of you to take time out, in spite of pressure, 
and blessings on you again for all the happiness your kindness bring 

my way...... 






I 







Tuesday, August 19th, 1952. 


« 




l-j t * 

novo x&v 


Memorandum: 

■* ; r: i lilt .1 j ^ ‘^ / y A- • : - . • 

A little threat of a pin-point drizzle which came 
to naught so far as moisture was concerned, breezed in between 
4 and 5 this evening, and now at first dark the thermometer 
is down in the 80's and everything is delightful, following 
a muggy morning that "hoovered" too close to the hundred mark. 

Today's uost was pleasantly thin, with letters from 
Madam Maroo which nobody oane read and from Lady Lake whioh 
I assume to be long hand, as of up to now, but just at this 
moment it occurs to me that she usually does employ a machine, 
so there u^ill be something to examine for the secretaries on 
the morrow. 

4 . ? (J J - O t 

At last night's sitting, it s-eeems to me I had a half dozen 
additional points irom “rs, Sterling to report, but in the 
interim, I seem to have .forgotten them. But she did mention 
Mr. Kane, first with reservation and then, when she discovered 
no fervent enthusiasts for the gentleman in this quarter, she 
really went t to town on him, giving quite an account on 
the gentleman's way of taking advantage of people's fciudness 
and ioposipg'Upon acquaintances of those who have proffered him 
friendship. But this is all old stuff in a slightly different 
garb, and so the details areni worth enumeration. 

. 

But speaking of M r . K ane reminds me to say that several 
ladies have reoently mentioned having stumbled aor'oss the 
first installment of his life of Lorothy Bix in the last 
Woman s or/Women's Home Co panion, and how very entertaining 
it isc If,you are oaught up on your other reading'and want 
a good tale,,-*- accordingly invitex your attention to 
said periodical. 

It seems to me it was Madam Regard and Ora who spoke of 
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the first installment, and as having liked it. 

Dr. Pierce of the Federal Agicultural Experiment Station 
in the Shreveport'area was here today for dinner. He is just 
back from a little siwng around Arkansas, and on through 
Texas, a.9 says the drought situation in those regions he visited 
is pitiful. Around McKinney, Texas, which, I believe is a 
little Uorth of Dallas-ForthWorth, the dry spell began so 
early than miles of cotton never even came up from the seed. 

Such tales makes one realize how very fortunate we really have 
been in this section of the State. I guess it must have 
rained a bit to the South of us, too, and at the right 
times, for the ourrent estimates for the sugar crop is a 
bumper one. 

Ora telephoned yesterday that she and R. B. were driving 
one of the Magnolia grandsons from Hew -rleans baokato Magnolia, 
after the youth had spent the day with their boys in town, and 
that f they would stdp by to say Howdy if the hands of the olook 
hadn t swished around too fast b.efore they got away from 
the *erzog mansion. I don t like such tentative dates much, 
tor it always leaves one a p little at tail ends, but X made 
the most of the balanoe of my evening, after my chat with 
you and s ;me mail, by getting oaught up a bit on my Strauss, 
Tohaikovski and Mozart, for * was way way behind in that seotion, 
after the weeks of quiet of my. machine, and so X sat rather later 
on the gallery that I might have, had there not b«een ax prospect 
of callers. X had illuminated the gardens to the extent of a few 
lamps whioh, at' this stage of vegetation, are pretty much 
conoealed amoang the greenery and the flowers, and therefore 
doubly effective. I rested my eyes a little and Die Frau 
ourled up along side and did a bit of resting, too, X am glad 
to 8ay the visitors never did show up, for I didn t feel 
like entertaining, and besides, 1 was entranced at'-the opportunity 
of getting oaught up in the musioale seotion. 

It seems to me X heard something about a telephone from 
Shreveport regarding the advent of a flock of little flanks 
for a week or so before sohool opens, starting, X know not 
when, - either ws to “enks or sohool, I expeot Celeste will 
bring bakok her p nephews with her on Monday,,and the Wenks 
and the Hegards ought to.make quite a stand for whatever by way 
of a racket that may be in the offing. The colored schools 
for the elementary and high sohool children dose their summer 
session this Friday, and then begins "vaoation" on the end of a 

2«iS a T 8 5 0 ^ f0r all * he e*-PttpilB. So rigs the calendar, and 
80 do I fold up my beard.... 


Wednesday, August 20th, 19 52. 


Liemor andum; 

*• A long, humid, chicken-on-a-hot-griddle sort of day, which 
now, at first dark, has' just come to a seemingly abrupt close, 
and I think it silly to start chatting with you when dullness is 
bound to be the order of the sitting. But I feel like 
chatting regardless, and so, without waiting to oatoh my breath, 

I shall plunge in. 

The afternoon started five minutes after dinner when some 
Texas people arrived'. They were nice and we toured, with but a 
single break fOr me to bark out a few directions at a oouple 
of dwaddling gardeners, as I said'goodbye to Texas, old 
Brimingham, Alabama’ appeared, —a oouple of landscape gardeners 
and their wives. They were nioe people, and so a tour was in order. 

" But just as they 16ft, old Oklahoma pulled up and they were nice 
and there was a tour which broke off just as Hew Mexioo arrived 
ahd so things spun until supper when X decided to do a bit of 
watering of day lilies and oamelias before dark, but Dr. Band 
and a Mr. Scarborough arrived for a brief chat and to say 
there would be twelve guests on Sunday, —at the oamp, and 
as none of the poeple had ever been to -‘elrose, might a tour be 
arranged. Xt might, of course, —and whatever happened to the 
secretaries, I never did learn, although I know that Daisey 
in the "ell, ■ u ina and somebody else, in letter form, repose in 
my armoir for another day. ' , 

But while the morning was alright, as balanced up against 
the afternoon, the morning itself was busy enough in quite a 
different and somewhdt soaial sort of way. I got the gardens 
going about 5;80, turned Yucca inside out by 6;30, and after 
breakfast, took a oraok at a couple of "must items" fqr the 
mail, and was about to leap in the direction of the Dost Office 
when ^ay Balthazar knooed at my door. In a most diffident manner, 
she invited me to pass by her house to inspeot her garden, — 
just any day that would suit me, and she apologized for interrupting 
ray work. Sometimes she reminds me a little of that oh raoter 
lldry Rhodes dreated in The Cherry Cloak, —good, honest, 
diligent and what wi’th her stiff let »ud a certain lonliness, 
a’ little sad, perhaps, beneath a surface of exquisite politeness. 

I told her this was the most appropriate hour in the whole week, and 

* we started out, her car awditing us at the side gate. 



I 



hope someday she may get her Cherry oloak 
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Poor "ay, so kind, so conscious of her mulatto tint, and 
inately wanting to do the right thing, insisted on opening the 
door of her car for me. It was hilarious to say the least, hut 
somehow so .charmingly motivated by a desire for color to do the 
right thing by the superior white, that it was touching. 

She has a large yard, with infinite possiblities, whioh 
she will never realize, since she will plant like the M a dam, — 
probably, but she loves flowers and that is all that matters, I 
pointed out several advantageous places for one thing and another whic 
I shall see she gets plenty of, come winter, timidly, it seemed, 
when we, started for the house fbr~ coffee, she' asked me if I 
ever ate fired chicken. As ti was 9:30, all thought of food' 
was absent from my mind, but thinking she might have preserved a 
drum stiok in the ice box for me, agreed that I loved it. 

■‘■marine my surprise when, on reaching her-home, she ushered me 
to a round dining table, covered with a snowy cloth, and fragrant 
with honeysuckle, obviously plucked at dawn. In a trice, a 
handsome goblet of fruit punch appeared before me, as "ay chattered 
away from some adjoining room. A bumper of lemonade and 
some tea cakes appeared and before I knew-it, the most delicious 
fried chicken I ever ate, with no’end of accompanying'rice, dainty 
greens of some kind and< heaven knows what all. -May was entertain¬ 
ing a white gentleman for the first time in her life, I suppose, 
and was bubbling over with delight. I was having a grand time, 
too, and let her buzz. Knowing her timidity about the proper respect 
of oolor.for white, I occupied my role as guest more as a 
patron at a splendiedly ouisined restaurant, but when it 
came time,for the coffee * I gently put my foot down and suggested 
it would be so pleasant having it on the gallery and that both 
of as should sample the brew together. Somehow she managed to 
get her chair off behind some night blooming cereus plants and on 
a slightly lower level than mine, but we did have our coffee at 
the same time, which, in a way, flustered and flattered her at the 
same time, 

, 'j . 11 * t 

.Then she wanted to show me her turkeys, and she seems to have 
a fine flock, roaming under the peoanes in a field adjoing her 
garden. Then there was more talk about flowers and where they should 
be planted, and she spoke about some tuberoses that had come from 
heT grandmother Jones' plaoe up the river. I knew there was Metoyer 
, blood in the Balthazar family but didn't know about the Jones 
branch# * inquired: "You aren's a granddaughter of Catherine 
Clifton, are you," and she nearly expired wit surprise that anybody 
white on Cane d iver had ever heard of such a person, let ’along, pulling 
good old .''atherine slap out of air like that. I must tell you more 
of , Catherine, wife of Carroll Jones, at a subsequent sitting. But 
.for the moment, enough to say that i was back home a little after 
,11 in time for a round of the gardens, dinner and I wasn't hungry and 
the ensuring, afternoon of pilgrims. Poor "ay, hdlf a century old 
and thus far ne-vor having done much but slave and dram, and j 


C'% /-v\ o. 
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Thursday, August 21st, 1952. 


Memorandum: , ’ 

Cloudy all-day with a nice shower at noon, and 
another at 6, o'clock, —and not so much by volume but 
adequate enough for giving the leaves a mild drenohing, 
and now with the arrival of dark, the clouds have vanished 
and the sky dotted with oountless pin points of gold. 

Much of the mail whioh i finally got around to explore, 
was interesting and I shall try to find some enclosures 
giving some idea of what goes on in the world beyond the 
garden gate. 

In yesterday's "emo, I mentioned Catherine Clifton, and I 
want to speak of her a little further, for she was an exceptional 
character, as was her husband, Carroll Jones. According to 
Carroll s epitaph in ,3t. Augustin'd graveyard, he was born 
in Somerset ^ountyfc Kentucky. According to family tradition, 
as a boy, this mulatto rode as jockey so e of his white planter 
father'8 race norses, and on ocoasion, was brought to Louisiana 
for such, doings when his father entered his raoers in Louisiana 
turf matches. Carroll finally remained in Louisiana and married 
Catherine Clifton of hapides Parish, of whose mulatto parentage, 

1 if not something more definite in color figured in her immediate 
progenitors. . 

■“Sight after the Civil War, the Carroll Jones'came to 
the Cane "iver country, where Carroll at one time was B*p U ty Sheriff 
during the .deconstruction era. It would be interesting to 
know if he brought money with him or aoquired'it as a member 
of the outrageous reconstruction Parish government, but 
money he had, and he bought the old Antoine Brudhomme, 
just abov.e Madame *ubert-Hooque 1 s. I have heard the 
Madam mention the house often, as being one of the longest 
in the Parish. That’s why I was so interested when May 
Balthazar told me she was present on the riight the place went up 
in flames. She said it was- a single story house, containing 
18 rooms, and was about three times the length of Yucca. 

Thfct is a house 1 should liked to have seen. The next time 
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I thought of James m Cain todav W b«n t 
reports from different sources --both aolovel'i d tw ° 
size of the lake somewhere dow£ the road?Ir«J 0S I ning the 
Alexandria, where the new oamp isbe inbuilt b SnIV®!* “ d 
on returning home to -mlrose at thli iiJLS a Un ! Worfcm an. 
asked Arthur Watson about it and was^told the 4 ?** told me he had 
aonres, while half an hour later, anoJhe? fcJriS!!^ 0 "** 4 400 
up with a 4,000 aore tract of water Souri 

";S " : ® -'•* RJffi* “ 

"as present In tte iS 1 M°w h *I e ln thnt re * 1<>n »MoH 

maps Of the region, and I ™ .ordering If SS^oS**?thTlS? 

pleased to flnd'an aooottnt^o^the^h baf ° re f °lding np and was 
at the time o?%“ “?r“I Itrtt Jw°* th * 1 ™l«.n 

was all there was to it so far as the S?Q® u>ma8 Paln ** That 

,f nd 1 gather lx. freeman had so much data ’Sr. th° 0n “?? S ! ns0 was con emed 
biography that he didn't want to St?«y 3i„i? !* eau ^ eot of his 
qute from the pen of the' one tima'j nSL* 4 e + d to do more than 
time in ray life, I f ind n^self MndelS * And for the *i*st 

in the 18th century, and if this was ^ ma ?? la *ieB' ooraets 

« 01 gentlemen fiddled with shanim? !n lL?! 1 ? in ^ li8h oustom, 
continent, too. if I remember ^ a «^ la i98 oorsets on the 
favorite dressmaker was Bose Bertin and t« * n t°inette 1 s 

hair dresser, but for the life 3 Se ? i eo V“ do her preferred 
of the individual who ran ^ Lt ■&. f£ n ,* r *°?J 1 : thi ^entity 
8 he must have worn them, as is evidanea5°L h * r * iYet undoubtedly 
Lefcrun portraits, and narttoSf•??»!? * d by several of the Vigee- 
holding a single rose. P Iy th one in * hich the Queen is 

iliss^aUy^s^ofwhi^inrMtfgnSna^is i!*™ h I Sband » Mmt ^ertzog, 

critical heart condition. Atte?' 5 o\aL«&jn Alexandra with a 

Uve SiPJ ° ondition . looks ae ?hoI^ MIL Salfv P ^ P ^ ed J eoaua * 
live all her more robust offspring. * 188 * ally mi «ht out- 

wsathlfls *5SSi and 'business S no t° to 8 ° ° Iten 01 hoping the 

is heading on its way out. Do grab rJSt 8 ihfeeSS pSlsib™!!. 


5602 . 
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Friday, August 22nd, 1952. 


.Memorandum: _ • 

A curious mail today, as a oouple of the-enclosure will testif, 
for I didn t expect word from either source. But the General felt the 
impulse beeause he had seen somebody from Cane a iver whil Sister 
wrote because she wanted something. 

f A * 

Her family oame by for supper tonight; bringing a pleoe of oake 
and taking away a bushel of this or that. On looking at the duffle 
aiready boxed for her, she asked me why I didn t sell iris to enthusiasts 
in that department. I said I preferred working to'save the gardens, not 
•to selling them short. The word selling struofc a note that impelled 
her to say she would "give" me five hundred dollars if I woul'd sell her 
Cloutierville house to anyone for ten thousand dollars. Imagine. 

I told her she could keep the whole ten thousand, for I didn^t want 
five per cent of anything, besides, I -added, I wouldn't know-what 
to do with so much money. I think she actually believed me. 

* * ' | 

•At dinner today, I asked J. H. if he had heard from Celeste, and 
he said he had received a card from Grand Isle this morning, saying 
everything was alright. I shall perhaps draw one tomorrow. Odd, 
isn t it, that I Should have reoeived one from Mexioo City before 
anything came through from Grand Isle. 

f *' • r 

As usually happens when Aurellia,is left alone for a week or so 
at keeping house, she today developed vast dissatisfaction, and 
oame to tell me her troubles. It seems she saw and had a ohat with 
one of the favorite Reverend Fathers last Sunday, and he 
had much to tell her, including the fact that Just as she' has to 
work for a living to kaap her body together,' so, also, must she work 
to keep her tfbul and that she ought to go to Chur oh every Sunday and 
that now and then she ought to take a vao»tion and go to Conroe to 
visit her relatives up yonder. As Aurellia works until 1 o'oloofc 
7 days of the week, something tells me her mistress wouldn't be too 
enchanted with her lavorite Reverend Father for giving her-servant 
suoh "oommunistio" advise. 

Poor Aurellia.$he latest bug biting her is the desire 

to have a oar of some sort. It seems that if Uiss G,i e8t e has one 
and enjoys it, she should t have one, too. Besides, her oousin living 
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Sunday, August 24 th, 1952, 


in Gorhanf, has' an old i’ord truck, he would sell herfor one hundred 
dollars, and then she could get out in the afternoon and "see the 
pretty trees and things". But she hasn t finished paying ^f or 
her mama s tombstone as yet, —fifty dollars is still due on 
that —and so she can t make the most of her cousin 1 s : proffered 

oo 1 ? „ „ ca ? , Just about as near Picture Aurellia driving a oar 
as i could envision, say, Plumette astride a motoroyole. And 

the one has about as much use for the one as the other for the other, 

u , o I T . e ?” tinu0 1° P lod al ? n S With Washington across Hew Jersey, but 
is rather up hill, as I’m not very interested in all the details 

^ notica in his frequent quotations 

from .Vashington to the President of Congress", invariably uses just 

A J 0rd8 and nQve * S ives th ® name of the -President of the Congress 
who, of course, was John iLancook. Perhaps this isn't intentional 

nflma° r S a !»£- 5 it + iS Part 0i th0 author ' s sfaage- strategy to keep the 
ashington, constantly before the reader and never employ the 
name of other persona ities when their title will serve as well. 

tfhile I think of it, —goijig baok to the autumn of 1776 
at Jumel Mansion, 1 gather from this work- that the name of the 
®®J :ab ** wa ?. Morrisania , - or something that sounds like that, 
which isn t-hard to guess, since it belonged to the Morrises at that 

!2 p £° se P®* 80 * readin the book in his pronunciation of 

the name of n the estate,, with the first "a"-long, as in the 

"Morrisania" W * i0h 1 instinoti70 ly thlnfc-of every time I hear 

th ® alattern in thQ kitchen is having another 
b i 00d pressure, but actually not sufficient, I fear, 
to carry her off. Dr. Knipmeyer took her blood pressure on Thursdav 

at 20 °- 3h * lep0rt9d ttis ?o tS ^ 

bv 3 «* ^ fj ida y noon shQ had rigged the thing up to 300, and 
5KS- « the progression in her mind keeps pice, it ought 
to touch 500 at least, ( I should imagine, —and hope. 

__ . ? rom th ® Storm card, posted in Atlanta, I gather that ladv 

US i y "°! b8 Bluf * £lantati °a. a * d somehow I fffl[ 

+ f Siad to think 0 f her as being home again,' although I 

s«„ aTlUla ^A at " hy - ml633 11 aSayl Hople 

“yinl “ m J T tol !?!' 3 whsi8 ' th at spot is, rathSr than 

as s&ftzs; haUr . tu8 - nesa that 

be auiit in !l r h0 lVl!° another,week end, and one thdt is going to 
mnr! l!V n your neighborhood, I hope. I expect thin s will be* 

and the Band ™?„ burly h ! re ’ what with Wenka coming in and out, 
bS? how 2ood £???*• S0I ?l d0zen or 30 » for Sunday afternooon. 

But to g ooa jm .... trt jrtrt on 3u niay night .hen .. rea^h 


Memorandum: 

t ‘ 

now nice-to find your luesuayletter, written on cards while 
Uaisey frolicked, which arrived in Saturday's post. Ihe glimpse 
you gave of how things were turning and the prospeots for the week- 
« end provided me with'just what I like in correspondence, —the sense 
of things obtaining and the prospects for the days ahead. By 
the time this reaches your true hand, the Labor ^ay week end should 
be upon Manhattan if not on Melrose, only it probably will be on 
both places, with Manhattan making the most of the breathing space, 
if any, and me trying to keep ahead of the pilgrims. May 
we both succeed wonderfully. 

Saturday night was a shambles for Ben and me. About 7 o'olook, 

Sam Peaoe appea.ed on my gallery to say J. n. had had to go to town 
unexpectedly and had taken the little Wenk boy, who is staying here 
for a week, with him, and that he had sent the little girl over to 
stay with me until her parents picked her up. I didn't know 
the child was on the place but it seems they had sent her up from 
Oloutierville with Sam Brown during the afternoon, —Sam Brown who 
knows as much about driving a car as a hog knows about a holiday. 

, I asked Sam where the little girl was and he said she was ccming through 
the gardens. It was drizzling and I waited a couple of minutes, and 
then started out to meet her. But I never could find her in 
the gardens, the big house, the store gallery, the house across the 
fence. Ben was getting rigged up for a date in town. I told him 
of my problem, and we cearched together, "o luck. Then I thought 
her family by some magio of moments, had snatched her up between 
the gate and my house and taken her back to Oloutierville, I 
tried telephening Oloutierville but found there was no phone. Then 
I called ^ugene in town, hoping to get the nam& of some neighbor in 
Oloutierville who could inquire for me. ^ugene had to be traced all 
over town to be located. u e gave me sevefal names, as he is a native 
of the plaoe. I tried all the names, getting the numbers from Central, 
but never could find anyone at home. Celeste telephoned from 
Grand isle during the excitement to say she would be home 
Monday and couldn t comprehend what Ben'and i were doing in her 
house where she had expected to find only J. a . It was 
getting toward 9 o'clock, and we decided we had better go down 
to Oloutierville and 3ee how things stood. A;=d so through the 
drizzle we drove, and' picture our suprise on arriving there to find 
both house and office closed tight as a drum. Between 9 and 10 
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got back, to “elrose and J. n. arrived. We figured out that 
although the Wenks spend from Briday to Sunday, inclusive in Cloutier- 
ville, they might have gone back to ohreveport. We oalled that plaoe 
and the little girl answered the 'phone. That solved the Saturoay night 
problem, and robbed Ben of his date and frolio in town. Why the 
parents in picking up the child didn t have her or themselves acquaint 
somebody with their departure, heaven alone knows, but who in the 

«olrd would try to figure out their mental processes. 

» / ; 

Today has been hot and humid and filled with'many a tour 

thS l f °f !° " ho Cnm9 with Dr * Rand » ~ no other Hands along, 
and this group included several of i*. hands school mates of childhood, 
and two of his childhood teachers, everyone seemed to have a nioe 
time and after they were gone, I had the Junior Suttons and the 
Abingtons and I can t remember 'all. So much for Sunday. 

^rs Coombs telephoned me on Saturday to say she haa chanced 
to pass by the Times office and the Editor had come in before she 
left., ne told her he is planning a special edtion for some 
coming event and -asked her if she thought I would consent to 
do an article on The -Cane Biver Country. *e said he would print 

wrote it-without editing it and while the balance of the 
paper would be on regular pulp, he would intro'duoe one glossy 

SXI/iS? ; the rsad9r s with a less pfrishable 

sheet which they might care to preserve as a contemporary picture of 

w.e eegion. She* told him she would ask me about it, whereupon he 
said that he had run off a number of re-prints of the plate art ■ r*l n 
but had not got them off to me. She suggested that these be given * 
i '?•' knipmeyer who would bring them to me this coming Thursday, —and 
when they arrive, a shall of course sehd one along to you, although 
it will merely be a re-print of the artible you already have. 

And speaking-of prints-and re-prints, reminds me'of a Grandpere 
plate print, and I ra wondering if that 42nd Street gentleman would 
make one more so 1 could have it by the 1st of October. The 
Bicayuso, l*ife, eto,, have the Grandpere prints and I fear thev 
may not come baok by October 1st, when I thdught I would get * 

The Times to reproduce it, ostensibly in an article about the 
3t Augustin Church fair, but slanting a bit of the news so it 
will give all the plates some renewed publicity about the seoond 

Wh i°v £ ught t0 b ® a stimulant for pre-holiday buying. 

I hear that Millspaugh Drug, whose entranoe is flanked by windows 
to right and left, have the left one fi led with James Aswell 
merchandise and the right with stuff contrived by lestan. —none of 
which suggests anything drug-ish, unless oiir products may be 
thus described as being "a drug on the market". * 

1 ‘ *« 1 » 

Well, so turns the-world and I'm going to turn in right now. 

It was so nice having your letter and i shall be holding the t ought 

for you^ t y * may pr0Vide a °l°uple of moments just 


C — ^ /v/ 
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Monday, August 26th, 1952. 


Memorandum: , « 

It has been a pleasant, quiet day, and although the 
thermometer is in the 90's; the humidity has remained down in the 50's 
so it hasn t been trying, and perhaps I shall get caught up on 
some reading tonight, since I don t seem very sleepy, 

r> 

Under separate oover with this letter goes forward a 
couple of Grandpere plates, which, I gather, turned out alright, 
although haven't had an opportunity to run over the soript 
with anyone as yet. It is good to know the plates are here 
so that they will be ready for the Bt. Augustin's fair whenever 
that affair comes off. I called one of the Beverend Bather's 
this morning to find out the precise date, but didn't get very 
far. The mogul of the set up, —Bather Callahan, is spending 
a month in ^chigan, and it seems he hits the magioal number, 
l was told, however, that they usually try to stage the thing 
at full moon, —s unds like Baster, doesn^t it, all that 
dependence on the moon, —and the Beverend Bather with whom I 
spoke thought the moon-of ^otober came about the 15th, which, 

I later discovered, on consulting the almanao, is not so, but 
r_%ther comes on the 3rd. This, of oourse, will step up their 
bazaar a couple of weeks, perhaps 

, « 

I had in mind writing a little piece about the Bair 
sending it along, to the Uatohitoohes Times, with a view to 
haV lv g ^ h ?^ not ^ ce, to S ether w ith a pioture of the plate, appear 
on the Briday before the Saturday and Sunday souffle about the 
Church yard. t seemed to me this would give the Bair a little 
publicity and at the same time advertise our wares a little. 

I shall enolose Mrs. Aolloman's letter in today's post. 

It contains nothing of interest but I notioe that she suggests 
she might be able to use a likeness of the plate in Town 
Talk, and although I blush to mention it, it doe's seem as 
though we need two prints rather than one, as suggested in 
yesterday s memo. With .both the "atohitoohes and Alexandria 
papers oarrying the out early in October, a maximum amount of 
interest should thus bo oreated at Just about the most 
advantageous time, it would seem. 


I 
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Unmistakeable splotches of yellow and brown are beginning 
to exert themselves across the gardens but I try to eliminate 
the yellowing leaves of the bananas for a little while to 
maintain a maximum of greenery in that seotion. When trimming 
the bananas on Saturday, I olutohed a yellowed leaf but let go 
right away again, as it developed, and with vast speed, that on 
the reverse side a fine hornet s nest had been fashioned by 
some of my inseot neighbors. But I was lucky in the contact, for 
while 1 got a few stings on the fingers and arms, none of them 
took a crack at my eyes or ears, and so T had nothing impressive 
by way of swollen eyes or cauliflower ears to trot out as 
3xhibi-t A of my encounter. Hobody ever heard of hornets building 
their hive on such a flimsy foundation, but this year's generation 
of hornets apparently wanted to be different. 

fhe thought occured to me this morning that Life might 
possibly be interested in the jjfltfliOtgofrga,Chriatmas-laatUltles, 
and i am writing the particulars to their -r. “ilds of Hew 
Orleans. It oooured to me, too, that the -Picayune might also 
find it suitable material for a magazine article, so many people 
Journey all the way up here fiom the Orescent City to observe the 
. aoin fc 8. -Out A think it might be difficult to sell any publisher 
the idea since every city goes in for holiday.decorations. 
i haven t tried to analyse in my mind what it is that makes people 
Journey to atohitoches from so far, but off hand I should say that 
, it is .beoause the looal treatment has nothing at all of the element 
generally present in all other such efforts have seen, —something 
that ends up by making the to'wn look like a poor imitation of Luna 
Bark. In atiohitoohes, however, the whole thing is done in 
such a subtle manner that the impression is more like that produced 
by a firefly as opposed to a big Mazda bulb, and that very 
quality might make it difficult to sell as. a story to pulp 
publications Remembering Mr. Kleiser had painted a night soene of 
the town during the festival, I telephoned the Chamber 0 f C 0ramQX0 a 
oo inquire about its looation, and *r. Forrester said he would 
like to oome to see me and as he had a oopy, he would be glad to 
give it to me when he oomes along, and so we shall have that as a startei 
for a possible article. 

Today v . “. did one of the typical things whioh makes him so differ¬ 
ent and likdable. Yesterday we dined alone and talk fell on the 
grocery store da »i*noi in town. J. H. said he had give up the 
gro ery for shoe-shining to give him more time for painting. 

He asked me what 1 thought of the paintings and 1 told him 1 
thought the youth needed encouragement. Today J. n . brought home 
a couple of tho boy's canvases and is going to have them framed 
for the African House collection. The paintings are the poorest 
the boy has done, but they are big and so is J. n.* s heart to 

32 t 8 o°sle a ef?L Ur ?- i<0W *° r a 60 at the xeadVm^ Jd 

t-en to sleep for tomorrow has a busy pilgrimage Ca le 



Tuesday, August 26th, 1962. 

t 


f 

_ f 

Memorandum: 

• - t -* . • 

How nice to fi,nd suoh a fat mail dn this morning's post. 

The rhotographs, together with your Friday note came through 
unbent and unorushed, marvelous to relate, and your Saturday 
letter came in the same good order, 

I had an opportunity to run through your Friday note and 
to absorb one of the three pages of your Saturday letter, 
after which an interruption intervened to allow my secretary time 
to escape, and T didn t blame him, for it was first dark and he 
was probably tired physically from chasing cotton bowls all day. 

And so the balance t of your letter, I have tucked away safely in 
the armoir and so am assured of continued delight at mail time 
on the morrow. 

It is striking how .many things you referred' to tn your letter 
have been subsequently answered or were answered, as of today, for 
example, by the advent of the lost Cane River Country items whioh, 
after dwaddling about somewhere or other since August 1st, finally 
touched home base, the packages looking slightly the worse for 
wear but only three plates smashed, whioh seems to me a favorable 
average, as staoked up against the mileage they may habe oovered 
in the past 26 days. 

• ■ 

Your expression of hope that the Grandpere item would get 
here in all good time was answered, of course, when the last 
mailed oairied a couple of the items to you* 'It is so thoughtful 
of yodto suggest that this item might be photographed, but 
it seems to me your 42nd Street artist did suoh a good Job in 
doing the sketch $hat the latter prints from it will serve as 
well as a direot photographing of the plate itself, and since the 
sketch was a bit larger than the plate design in its final 
form, perhaps the photo of the sketch may oven serve better. I 
leave it to your own good judgement, but in considering the matter 
of reproducing the thing in print, it strikes me the sketch photo 
may , because of its clearness, be surpwrior to anything that 


f 
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oould be effeoted through the medium of the finished plat®. 

• The little folders, struck off by Oharles Cunningham, 
came to hand today and I am sending a oouple under separate cover, 

I thought you might have,use for a couple for pasting purposes, 
if the presonoe of Lestan s name doesn't preclude them for 
preservation. In case lt-is better not to keep them, just toss 
them into the basket, and I shall save a oouple extra ones so 
that you may draw on them at some other time, if that is more 
convenient. I think you will agree with me that the Times did 
a nice printing Job, and, oddly enough, I have neveras yet 
hoard from that office direotly regarding this matter, although 
I have written to express my thanks,, of oourse. I telephoned 
the ■“'ditor this morning but learned he is at home with a 
severe cold and'will pot be baok before Monday at the earliest. 

I shall call him then to thank him in direot conversation, for 
he will long sinoe have had my note on the subject, and I shall 
take that opportu ity to i quire about the proposed article on 
the Cane Biver Coun ry, as mentioned in a reoent Memo. From 
the messenger delivering the pamphlets down here, I learned that 
the Editor thinks ho is indebted to me for having done the plates, 
and that as a member of the community, he feels it the least 
expression of his appreciation that the pamphlets should have been 
printed on my behalf. It is so rare to run'across suoh an attitude, 
and of all places in the Fourth Estate, that I oannot escape 
wondering. The next move is mine, of oourse, to acoo modate 
the Editor with an artiole on Cane aiver and then it will be 
his turn'to give Grandpere's plate space just before at. Augustin's 
bazaar gets under way. 

« 

hut speaking of nioe print jobs, I must say I think the 
reproductions coming to hand this morning are splendid, even, as 
I understand it, my eyes are inolined to be "resting" as I 
attackJthe soreen. I was interested in having a glimpse at the 
Manhattan prices for prints of this type, and it Just occurs to 
me that unless my memory is playing tricks on me, the prints 
I sent along', ..the three forwarded before the films, were 
not precisely the same shape as the ones Kodak made, Perhsonally 
I like the Kokak ones better, being more compact for the type 
of thing they portray, but I m wondering, if it is true the 
local and the Manhattan sizes are different, why this is. But, 
naturally whatever the reason is, is of scant importance, save 
sheer ouriosity on m y part. 

The report covering ^he Grand x sle trip is all on the favorable 
side, and bubbling over with enthusiasm. One of the nephews 
did remark, however, that "the mosquitoes would be a little rough 
if one staid still, but as we were always on the jump, they didn't 
bother us so much”. Well, they oan have Grand,Isle, inseots and-all 
so far as I am concerned. The enclosures aren't muoh but 1 
send them along regardless. A n d once more my thanks for a grand 


Wednesday, August 27th, lb52. 


Memorandums 

* •* f ^ ' 

It was so nice looking forward to the balance of your letter 
which I began yesterday but was foroed to break off before 
finishing. Tonight another interruption came at about the 
same time. But ± raced through it while they waited.at the 
front gate, and tomorrow I shall re-read the entire letter more 
leisurely, 

t 

I could have batted the pilgrims both because of their 
hour for seeing the place and because of their stupidity. There 
was some man who has business dealing with «J. a ., his wife and 
daughter, a man from Illionios and his daughter. The men were 
alright but the women wore bags, the wife being one of thbse 
Natchitoches'numbers who knows nothing and will go to great lengths 
• to assimilate anything, while the two young things were just 
plain scatter brained. — « 

C j . 

^ou can readily judge my success in acquainting them with 
the mysteries of Melrose when 1 tell you that as were were strolling 
toward the front gate, the women began explaining to the 18 or 
20 year olds that Lyle Saxon was a negro who wrote in one of the houses 
here on the place and had married the colored woman who owned the 
plantation. How Lyle and the Madam would have- loved that one. 

It- was so good of you to give me a picture of the visitation 
yo all had from the Illion numbers. There must have been a strain 
•to start with before they arrived late, the uncertainty while present, 
and that tired feeling that comes with relief when such a thing is 
finally over. I go through that sort of thing once or twice a week 
and am always thankful when the episode is finished. Sinoe the 
’bust-up" of the newly weds, this type of visitation occurs more 
frequently that during the brief honeymoon or whatever the few weeks 
period was styled. As in the oase of the «»enks a year or two baok, I 
would work hard to patch up that marriage, and purely for selfish 
reasons. 

And may I thank yo u for giving me the quotation from the pen aoross 
the fence. It is always pleasant to know how the far side of the 
fence sees us, and the more so when it seems unfailingly favorable. 


*' * 
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lilt ll SUE. 4 I SSSSSi^J lISS she* 

violently than usual. StanduiU^ J s reeling upon her should.*., 

wiU 

help bring things back to par, bu t, frankly, 

«r»itii”±.u sit 

that reports from the Aiexanana ^ ^ and oomplioutions may 

Ponv is rather Beriously iU. Jga to take an interest 

;; ko oa».Tthini 51 i&S?-*«« **«« 
attention to the oase than usual, , • 

!' m glea you gt to eee the 

‘ooft^-a^ oMSS .ftttS. Wt to hold lots of 
possibilities. ,. . 

ri m nfrfl1d you were a little disappointed when you' opened 
nllfl J thfmaUiS envelopes sent me some time back, and discovered 
no?h?L hut the «-p?Ints and the list from library of Congress. 

If it is and if there be a plaoe to add suggestions, 

° n °hht lot dowA Baron s Children of Strangers and Prout's 
Citie8°of the Plain We have asked for them before and having 
otten no where, we*might just ae well keep on asking, and the 

^oundftlon^r .gar ding°the” uihrnry^policies . -Z IdM ‘ 

ssisai M ss’Msf i f it 

tSns out merely a list 8f stuff, timply ehuot it in the basket. 

Of today's inooming mall. 1 shall send a couple of samples, 

, i-ha letter from *“ary Bhodee, Miss Ayra and so o_ I 

Miss Lra's notes, but toward the end in this, one, she 
S2J* To^lt oil fhe track a bit, although her concern over the 
problem probably impelled her to go into the subject a hi 
exhaustively. , 

tn mv aeents. by odd coincidence Mexico City returned 
«hmit 8 the same 8 time as did the other tragelers, but I 
o U ' W Lrd°not ins regarding the matter, either from Sa Majeste 
ok In Monte span, —although from the latter there will undoubtedly 
be new* soon enough. 

Must knock off a letter to Pat, Mr. father and a few others, and 
then, I thinfc indulged in a bit of a muisoale before oalling it 
a day. 'Ihe 10 




Thursday, August 28th, 1952. 





Memorandum: 

. i w ; , 

Hojn nioe to find your Sunday letter in today's post. 

It came as a surprise to learn I am scheduled to receive 
some additional small prints, for 1 had not anticipated them. 

As they were being sent a day or two after your Sunday letter 
I reokon A may start looking for them at the end of the week or 
early next, how nioe of you to give me the pleasure of looking 
forward, to their receipt. 

, . . « 

There wasn t anything of particular interest in the day's 
several pieces of 1st class mail from other quarters. I shall 
send some of the stuff along, either herewith or under separate cover, 
although it will be scarcely be worth your trouble reading, I 
think, xou will get a laugh out of the inquiry from Sister 
asking me how Ben.Mokinnes spells his last name. If only 
she would write him to inquire how I spell mine, after all these 
years. I understand some of the spelling appearing in other 
sections of the letter, aside from the envelope, is pretty funny. - 
suohs as "flours" for flowers, - and so on. 

The Knipmeyers brought their newly wed son and daughter-in-law 
with them this morning. Jack is in the Army and his wife works in 
a cancer laboratory in 64th Street, Manhattan. She seemed very 
pleasant. , 

Mildred ^unningham came thie afternoon with -*r. and wrs 
Bowles from A »ew Fionas. They, —the latter, had made their 
initial visit her in June and wanted to come baok. I enjoyed 
seeing them again. Mildred said the Min S p a ugh Urug company 
had recently received a letter from some lady in Oklahoma who 
cla med kinship to the Prudhomme family, and having heard of the 
Cane * l ivor plates, was writing for a couple. Odd, isn't it, how 
news gets about. . * 

r 

1 might have remarked, when speaking of the Shreveport letter, 
that in an earlier letter, 1 had pointed out there would be no 
extra plates for the holidays and that if any were needed for that 
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occaion, it would be well to advise me now, so they might he 

set aside if desired, The response was typical, answering nothing. 

In regard to the impending political campaign, which 
really seems slow at getting off to some kind of a start, I 
must sajr that up to the present, it would seem that 
Stephenson seems to have the edge on things, and I must 
say the quotations oomeing to hand seem to mate pleasant 
listening, I think, his support of kaCarthy on Mr, Eisenhower's 
part, isn going to help him in some quarters. 

In regard to the Stephenson stand pn tide oil lands, he is 
quite right, even in the minds of such Republicans as J. H, f and 
I think the Governor of Texas has used the tide lands thing as 
an excuse for not voting Lemooratio, although he is supposed to 
bo a democrat. Aotually many of the politicians, re looting 
big money in Texas, are Republican in every thing but name, and it 
will certainly be exhilerating if sometime or other the two party 
system aotually gets established down this way, beginning with 
Senator Byrd of Virginia, and moving straight south. 

f 

I saw the ladies across the fence bu, briefly this morning, 

• for they were entertaining a couple of the Reverend Sisters 
from across the river.' I found the latter quite gay and enjoyed 
ray .,rief chat with them. Our hostess was in a hpappy frame of 
mind, too, but did touch on some serious points she wanted to 
stress, including one statement, —I assure you in all seriousness, 
when speaking of a 'successful business man in town, she declared 
that "he is a marvelous dancer, and everyone must admit that 
dancing is one of the very important thins in life, very 
important", —and the Reverend Sisters gl.anced and me and I 
at therp, and nobody 'said anything.' 

This afternoon I saw Celeste about £ o'clock, just as she 
was leaving the house to got into her oar. Rne was wearing a 
somewhat curious b..thing 'suit, sort of on the G,ay '90 siae, black 
of material and' much White edges. She was taking, her nephews and 
some other people to Kisatchie Rational Eorewst for a picnio, 
and kindly invited mo to aocompany them. Everybody, including myself, 
would have dropped dead, I reckon, if I r had acoepted. 

There's a grand moon tonight, just made for a musicals on 
the back gallery, of which I propose to mafce the most forthwith, 
letting my thoughts wander Northeasterly at will.. 


I / 
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Friday, * gust 29th, 1952. 


Memor andum: 

Sorrow and joy have such a way of treading hard on each 
other's heels, and I was genuinely sad last night when I 
learned that Mrs. Charles Wagner's only son had die/L. he 
was an architect, 39 years old, living with his wife and 
three children at Knoxville, Tennessee. He was a victim of 
polio. He was buried yesterday, I learned, in Matchitoohes, Poor 
mother, poor wife, poor children. 

And last night, just as I sealed your Memo, _it was 

8:30, a tap oame n't my door. It'was Ben who had ohanced to 
be at the store making a call, when, as he hung up, the 
phone rang. It was for me, —Operator 4, Charleston, South 
Carolina, calling. 

f f 

I had no difficulty getting charleston where Operator 4 
wanted to know if I had any idea who might be calling me. I did. 
And in a few minutes I heard Madam Storm. She was calling from 
the plantation’, and tried to oall last night, she said, but 
a wind storm had blown down all the wires, but that service had 
been restored. 

The reason she wanted to call was beoaupe she had received 
the Cane River Country plate and wanted to tell me how much 
she liked it, etc., eto, , , 

She said her trip aoross oountry, coming East, had been 
wonderful until the plane stopped at Atlanta where the heat 
was tremendous. She got to Charles the same afternoon and 
everyone was out to meet her, relatives, friends, servants, 
"everything exoept a band". 

She says she hasn t had time to rest up any as yet, as 
there has been so much work to be done, directing tne gardeners 
and getting th ngs back in plaoe after ( the big wind, but that she 
is feeling- fine and simply wanted to have a little chat. I 
asked her about the moon situation over the Cooper River and she 
said it was just the same as over Cane, if the sky in Louisiana 
was a cloudless as in Carolina, And tha^ was all, bu t I thought 
it kind of her to bother to telephone, and while in no way related, 
it sort of balanced up the Wagner news. 
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. Before i forget.it, I must drop Bora a note to 
report on a word used by my secretary in reading the 
enclosure from Shreveport. I ..don t retfall the phrase 
exactly, —something about Miss l8uise and the 
Great Beyond, .which the secretary read as the great bayou. 

I guess that isn’t so very funny, but I think. .uora will 

like it regardless. In a country where, except in fulood times, 

most of the water courses are remarkably placid, the n 

line from the 23rd Psalm ..-"He leadth me beside still waters' 

probably does suggest some meandering bayou bo our colored •» 

friends. 

t « 

The old adage about "no gr<eat loss without some saraall gain" 
seems applicable, in the present harvest time on Melrose. So 
many of the Parish planters are using meotoioal cotton pickers 
that there seems to be an abundance of urban pickers to 
be drawn .on, by plantations, such as this, which isn’t employing 
the mechanical gnget this year,- I believe we haul about 75 
pickers from town daily;, —they being rounded up by a leader 
living, in town, and taken care - otf by him or her, during the 
entire day's labor. Everybody, —planter-and picker, seem 
to like this arrangement, and cotton is rolling in consequence. 

I suppose the plantation has ginned 2 or 3 hundred bales 
for itself during the past couple of weeks, and no telling 
how many hundreds for neighbors ginning here. Thee have 
been, no rains of consequence since the cotton began opening, 
and the grade appears excellent, and probably brings 
between 40 and 45 cents per pound. With the'average bale 
supposedly weighting about 500 pounds, and each bale of cotton 
having about 1,000 pounds of seed removed from it, —the 
seed probably selling somewher around 75 dollars a ton, the 
money, like the cotton, ought to be-rolling, I-should imagine. 

tfrom where I sit* it looks as though there would be no 
great oonoourse of family over this week end. At one time 
it was thought some of the Baton Rouge numbers might puf 
in an appeoranoe, with the kidneys of Mrs. General aren t 
doing well and of all the physioians consulted, only the 
lady doctor has provided medeoine that seemed to be perfect. 

But instead of coming up here, the latest report! has it that 
the perseoription has been sent instead, and so that 
lets out Baton H 0 uge, and I have heard nothing from any other 
directions to indicate a visitation. 

I am so glad to -learn from your Sunday letter that cooler 
days, —and nights, are beginning to appear, and I hope 
this week end especially and weeks on end just ahead may hole 
lots of bright blue weather...... 


Sunday, August 31st, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

j. 1 >. t “ 

Haw nice to find your grand letter, together with the prints, 
in Saturday's post. 

t • — W.v - • * 

People like Charles and Ida, Madam Marco and Bora will like 
seeing the pot, arid the more so because they know the Rands and 
the Whites. And then there are one* or two people about 
the place who have asked me if sometime I wouldn't have a pioture 
for them, and these will just suit the need. And thus a glam 
of sunshine will go spattering in different directions, and you 
will be the happier because it is all your own brand of sunshine, 
of which i know no finer. « 

It goes without saying-1 shall be curious as to whom 
you bumped into at the funeral-where one has a way of seeing lots 
of unexpected faces. And the great advantage of seeing them on 
such a occasion is the fact that one really doesn't have to 
get too involved in conversation and there is usually a limit 
within sight, as to the length of time such a gathering will last. 
Remarkable, isn't it, how the ailing brother lingers on and the 
more robust one departs. Logic seems to play Such a little 
part inthe arrangements of human destiny, it would seem. 

f 

.Contrary to my expectations, Saturday and Sunday have been rather 
on the qdiet side. Perhaps tomorrow will witness more activity on 
the part of the road runners, all of whom seem to be still running 
so far as Saturday and Sunday are concerned, but probably some 
will.slow down on Monday, —or a week henoe. » 

Aooording to my radio, early this Sabbath morn. Charleston 
caught the tail end of the current hurricane. What with the 
exoitement they had in that area early last week, with telephone polls 
blown down and what not, it seems as though this seoond visitation 
runs pretty close to the earlier one. • 

f 

il V ■ e 

I guess we are not going to feel any effects of the disturbance 
in this area. The Weathe? Bureau last week had Spoken of the 
possibility of rain if it got as close as Ploridn, but the skies 
remain cloudless, - and everything<is as dry as ever, save for the 
heavy dews. And the latter I noticed particularly Saturday 
morning, for I spent five hours at Arenbourg where in the 
more shaded places, the dampness still lingered in the ini taller 
grass when left. Everything is looking so green and nice 
in that quarter, I was sorry I had an appointment hero before 

before noon that foroed me to return to * . 

eirose. 
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last night I 'got around to finsih Mr. freeman's opus on Mr. 
^ashin^ton. I was glad to say, —and to put it mors precisely, 
that 1 had finished all I have to hand, —which is volume 4, —down 
through Valley Jorge. The whole business of this 4th volume is 
so day to day military that it has been a study and not a recreation, 
but 1 am glad l devoted my time to ti, for I understand Washington 
the better and admire him the more, while at the same time, I 
■don't feel the intense yearingng I used to regarding a chance to 
explore -*r. freeman s account of iur. Bobert B. i-ee, for assuing 
the latter is weighted down with as much military detail as the 
Washington biography, I can put o'ff fighting a day to day skirmish of 
the Civil War for ever so long. 

The whole burden of volume 4 tends to throw into eve?: greater 
relief what is perhaps "hashington's greatest virtue, —patience 
to a degree that is heroic. I am a little puzzled that things reaohed 
shch a low ebb at Valley Jorge, by and lapge because of the utter 
failure of the Commissary Department utterly neglected its duty to 
provide food and olothing. In a way, having known Pennsylvania a 
little 150 years after Valley Jorge, I am wondering that the 
soldiers themselves weren't able to round up a.little wild game for 
their starving stomachs, but for all I know, they may not have had 
sufficient gun powder to venture into the forests on suc& a mission. 

Ihe biggest sooundrels of the Valley Jorge era were the frenchman 
^ ncest ^yt " one Gonway, and along, side him werethe American 
Mifflin who probably was responsible for much of the starvation and 
nakedness, and young General Wilkinson who , a quarter of a century 
later, was to figure so prominently in the Aaron *urr business. All 
the above three were obviously hags of the first.water. 

^ everse si ?® were Lafayette, von Steuben, probably without 
the von and, among other americani, one Alexander Hamilton.. I 
had forgotten that Madam Washington spent much of 1778-1779 
with her husband at Valley Jorge. 

i • t f 

An appendix spoke of the places Washington inhavited in 
new York in 1776, the longest place of residence from April to 
August or some such, occupying the Montier 'property, —I am not sure 
of the spelling, later to be known as Biohmond Hill. This mansion in 
the country stood at the or near the present corner of Varriok and 
Charlton street, —I'm not sure of G^arlton spelling either, but 
think it was a couple of blocks below 61 Seventh avenue South, and 
it was aiohomnd Hill, of course, that after the devolution became the 
home of Aaron and Theodosia Durr. 

Well, all this seems to have developed inljo quite a "literary 
evening . But now I must pause and what with the big moon, turn 
to things musical before calling it a day. May yqurs have been as 
peaceful.. 
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Monday, September 1st, 1952. 


Memorandum: l , 

f ‘ * i •’ 

It seems so odd, —^afcor Day all over the country, but 
people actually laboring madly In these parts. I suppose 
the banks may be closed, but 1 guegs everything else is functioning, 
an$ just to demonstrate no alteration in things, the thermometer 
continues in the 90's, with a low of 75 promised for tonight. 

But the weather bureau does say that a cold mass of,air is 
sliding along southward, having reaohed Oklahoma, and that 
we are due for widely scattered showers and a drop in temperature 
tomorrow evening. That will be an unexpected and novel change. 

My mind was vastly relieved today when a statement arrived 
from a ^atohez bank, indicating there is a five hundred dollar 
balance there in Mr. Belle's favor. Jor the last two or three 
years of her life, the ^adam would sporadically-remark th t we 
still had |70.00 of Christian's money in ^atchez and we ought 
to hurry up and spend it. Whenever she said this, and she repeated 
it often, l dismissed it as a mental prooess slightly out of 
joint, but later > found myself wondering if she might have 
drawn ( oi? the account, reducing it to the seventy dollars, but 
today's statement indicates the sum is intact and it is good 
it can be drawn on whenever Mr. Belle wishes, 

I pr.sume I have mentiQnea before that prior to Mr. Belle's 
visit to “elrose at the timq during the war when he resigned 
his post following the .Vichy take-over, he sent a check for a 
thousand collars to the Madam and me, asking we deposit it as 
a checking account in our name, and that whatever charges and 
costs his visit here, in response to ^iss Garamie's invitation, the 
charges were to be drawn by either of us to defray his expenses 
while he was -a ,guest. And I suppose I have related to you, too, 
how after he arrived, an intense jealousy developed on her part, 
fearing, A suppose, she might eventually loose me, and that 
one ,wfcek end when “ was in Batches, “is. Jerriday Byrnes received 
a letter from ^iqsGaramie saying what a dreadful stingey, 
grafting person was Mi. Belle, that he wouldn't even pay for his 
laundry, etc., eto., a giving the most false impression of a person 
a poison pei? letter could from a financial point of view, while 
in reality, she was enjoying the cheoking account in her own 
name of his thousand dollars. Boor ^iss ^ammie, so frighted for 
fear of looking me that she did such dreadful things hoping to 
cut off mutual friends and §o guarantee herself the association 
of about the only person in the world on who# .she could lean. 


I 
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. Wasp't it good to bear iSdward H. sorrow again tonight. 

And didn't you think his symposium on tho "business of 
a news reportee excellent. 1 agree with him that it must 
be impossible to maintain complete objectivity, but his 
promise to attempt just that in so far as possible was re¬ 
assuring, not so much to be applied to his own oase as the 
many, like the Fulton lewises who, by choice of word and phrase 
and ipfleotion are past masters in bias,and prejudice, 

• 

As for the enclosure, it speaks,for itself, I laugh 
to myself whenever the lady borrows my word, "the master", 

.since it never seems to oocur to her that in blandly accepting 
the word, she automatically proclaims what is so evident, —that 
the feminine word for master is all bers. 

. I was annoyed at the enclosure of the two bqoks, for I 

had written her rather specifically that all plates 
disposed of through her efforts would have to be at three dollars 
in order to protect The 'illage Shop which will have to sell them 
at that price. But such-trifles apparently out no ioe in 
that quarter. 

Mayor ,Keyes of -“atohitoches gave a clam bakeof some kind 
at his camp on the river today and was kind enough to send me 
and invitation whioh, of oourse, i declined. But as I, 
had promised him a plate when he was here last Maroh, x made 
the most of the opportunity presented by Celeste's acceptance 
of the invitation to send it along by her. If she managed the 
thing correctly by making the presentation, with the aooompa ying 
note .at the psyohologioal moment, our side should have received 
a fair amount of local publicity, —but on that score I 
count nothing at all qs a probability, 

I was entr need at some qf the items listed in the 
, September Talking Book Topios received .today. At 
the beginning of the review, mention was made that your friend, 

Mr. Scourby had just completed three pictures, —the Trinadad 
thing with Hita ^yward (possibly wood^,. The second 
and third W|ere Magic Lady with ■‘-oretta Youngplaying , 
the part of an Army dootor, and-the third, "Cattle Kate", 
in wjhich he plays tne role of a ranch owner, —both the,two latter 
to be released this autumn. J believe he plays the part of 
a secret agent in the ^eywood opus. And ,1 am glad tq report 
that some of the available things seem promising, and i ordered 
a number, including volumes 3 and 4 of Winston ‘'hurohill s 
history of t^e war, something or other by one of the Van Loren's 
about Jane, favorite sister of Benjamin Franklin, and 
an historical novel, Hoyal Flush, having to do with the sister 
.of w harles 2nd. There were some essays by jfidmond and a few 
other thirds, but shall probably bear down on these indiddually 
when I get around to them. But here we are at the close of our 



Tuesday, September 2nd, 1962. 


Memorandum: 


, And so the radio this morning spoke of 'the rain that descended 
yesterday on Washington, Baltimore and Mew York, which gave you all 
a taste, I suppose, of what Madam Storm got in larger doses. 

I^wish I might report that we had had a drench, too, but that didn't 
happen. The cold mass of air, scheduled' for afternoon, arrived 
at this bend -of the river around 9 this morning, bringing a pin 
point mist that scarcely dampened the brick pavement, after whioh 
the sun came out and the balanoe of the day has been oloudless and 
. tonight the moon is of washtub proportions. The cold mass had 
b oken up, too, but it is now in the upper 60's, and as pleasant 
as one oould imagine. 

There seemed to be a lot of telephoning on my schedule today, 
but none of it of great moment. I telephoned the manager of the 
Telephone Company, Cox, and presented to him that idea I had 
neglected to "hatoh" some time back, —changing the number of 
the telephone in the office of the Mayor, from whatever it is to 
1714, supposing, if accomplished, Natchitoohes would be the only 
town in ixmerioa whose Mayor's office reminded the caller of 
the founding date of the community. Mr. Cox thought the idea swell. 

He said there was but one difficulty, —the local system carries no 
number 1 as its initial digit. I reminded him tax* of the 
Mannattan system whereby a person telephoning a dootor is. automatically 
switched to a central secretariat, if the physioian doesn't answer. He 
said he was acquainted with that custom and thought a parallel might 
be introduced so that a yone ringing 1714 would automatically be 
connected with the Mayor’s office ‘regardless. Hd said he would 
telephone me on the morrow and let me know how much sucoess he 
has .had in 24 hours of striving to effect the business. 


And no sooner had our conversation terminated that the Mayor 
himself telephoned, —just as I was hanging up the receiver. He 
called to thank me for the plate and to say that he and Mrs. Keyes 
had been planning for some time to give me a party and that they 
would like to know if I would prefer to have' it given in town or 
at their place in. the country, and which of my friends 1 should 
like to be present. I thanked'him but said that I never go out 
socially and that if T 0 nce started, I would soon enough be bogged 
down by contacts with people or invitation from people whom I have 
too longed refused, ana therefore i must reject the idee eltogeth r, 
but that I sincerely a predated his kindness and that of Madam Keyes. 
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•Then Editor Cunningham telephoned, saying he had really died 
last week from sore throat, but had staged a resnaissance and was 
rolling up his sleeves on the matter of a speoial edtion of 
the limes which will celebrate its 50th anniversary in Maroh, 
and he wondered if I would do the Cane River country. He said 
it would not be edited in any way, —and what a false step he took 
in making such a statement. I would even edit my own stuff if 
I could only read it. Ho said whenever it was convenient for me, 
he would send me a photographer to spend as much time with me 
as I wished. He 'hoped to have iotures o'f the big house, the African 
House, Xucca and anything else I wanted to use, but he did want to 
make one special request, —a picture of me gazing at the portrait 
of Grandpe-re. I have no idea why h’e asked for that, but you 
know just as well as I do that it isn t going to be too long 
before some numb-skull is going to rig up some strang geneologioal 
tree in which I will be set forth as a losfe^dauphin of GrandpereVs, 

I suppose I mentioned the other day that some bag after, her tour was 
explaining to a couple of young ladies that Lyle Saxon was a negro 
who came to write at ^elrose and married the colored lady who owned 
the place. If they can twist Lyle and the Madam into such a 
peculiar status, they really ought to do almost as well by Grandpere 
and me. Don t you think so. 

* f 

But sinoe the matter of & photographer had been brought up, it 
seemed to me the time was perfect for mentioning the cut of grandpere 
to be used in the issue of The Times just before the local Fair. 

That was easily disposed of when the Editor said simply that whenever 
I oared to run it, all T had td do was send it along. 

— ~ C ' 

And that sounds to me like ‘another push for our "flying 
saucefeSay is voting day in Louisiana for run off candidates, and 
I wish most of them had done just that. Last night 1 heard 
Earle T 0 ng and Senator Fredericks beating the drum for Earle's brother, 
Dr. George Long, running for U. S. representative. A don't know 
which of the three talked silliest. Dr. ■King was fighting his 
battles by assuring the people of his home town of Alexandria, that 
if elected, he would sponsor a bill to dig a oanal from the Gulf 
to Alexandria, but what he proposed to do with said oanal, onoe aug, 
he didn't explain. 

I heard Mr. Truman deliver the major portion of his '‘isoonsin 
speech and enjoyed it, although I must say the Stevenson discourses 
are on a more forthright and intellectual plain, but probably it's 
the emotions that carry most voters,* and neither $he General nor 
the Governor seem to go in for that sort of stuff, 

• 

There's nothing in particular about %s. Sterling letter, enclosed, 
but A think you will agree she writes pleasantly. Tomrrow was the 
day Carolyn was scheduled to be back in Marshall. 7/hat ever do you 
suppose happened to ^elen. 


Wednesday, September 3rd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to fine your Saturday letter enclosed in the package 
wit the Grandpere print in this morning's post. 

For some reason, the mail was exceedingly light today, and 
yours was the only 1st class item coming to hand. Tomorrow 
vin accordingly be rather heavy as a result of tonight s 
or rather today's scantiness, t 

The best news in your letter was the knowledge that,you would 
be having a measure of quiet, and what with a prolonged week end 
to pian on, I hope you were able to do no end of relaxing and 
a bit of things that might spring up for attention from sheer 
impulse rather than necessity. 

How characteristically kind of you to rush into the matter 
of the prints. H was so thoughtful of you, too, to send along 
the one " you chanced to have. Tlease see that it is rejilaoed 
forthwith. I am glad to have this today, so i may put it in 
tomorrow's post'for the A lexand ria Town..Talk, and with the 
additional print coming next week, that will allow ample 
time for the latter to get to J^ or the Timers out 

to be made prior to the St. Augustin fair, which, I suppose, will 
probably be hold about u cto£er 4th and 5th. It s an 
odd thing how I always get October 3rd and 4th mixed up in 
mjr mind, so far as which is Madam Regard's birthday and the other 
j. ^ ' s but A think the 3rd is M adnra .Regard's, Anyway the 
moon, even as tonight, will again be full and if the wenther is 
as perfect then as now', the bazaar ought to do a thumping business. 

Th* manager of the telephone company, telephoned mo this morning. 
He was entranced with the idea but as he has no numeral 1 in his 
entire system in this area, he cannot give me a definite 
answer about the Mayor's 1714 number. He said, howpver, that 
ho was telephoning different telephone laboratories aoross 
the country and he felt oertain that technicians in one or the 
other of them could work out a method wherebye the method could 
bo effected and that he would clrop me a line advising me as to 
full particulars. 

My cup of ooffoe across the fenoe was rather brief this morning, 
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as Mesdames H. 3. Williams and George outton appeared quite 
unex ectedly. Inina Sutton was waiting on my gallery while 
ora sought for me ao.ose the fence. They had a bit of 
letter writing thoy wanted some advise about, and I was glad 
to dictate tnelr mail for them, and as Ora can take down 
Ion /innd rather fast, it went along easily enough. 

Some time back the editor of Ladies Home Journal 

1 ° f v ' ommercQ . inquiring about 
the possibility of old houses suitable for illustrations 
and articles in their publication. The letter was eventually 
: r fl n f °: e ; t0 "*<>, in turn, and somewhat leifurely 

tO J 0n a r9S P ons9 » uia did os, mentioning several houses 
in town, --and some down the river, including Beaufort 
Oakiand and Melrose, a response came back forthwith, asking 
i°* t « n , : fl 0Cfc 1 0f J? tails and a request for snapshots,-if any, 
the places. 6 ^ 8 ° mQ 1068 ab ° Ut the « enaral appearance^f 

use lor l photographio gifts come to such excellent 

use, for tne la «ies had not a single picture of nnv of t-v,« 

n bout which the Journal asked, and -naturally were enchanted 
when I could lend them some from your collection >. , 

the Journal said would be returned promptly. ’ ~ pictur08 whlch 

«■ 

, nnn I;*? 8 lett9r A dictated, ± stressed thefaot that the 
-aneaiver houses were .never built as show places and never 
had been converted into such frozen bits of monuments but 
rather were plantation homes to start with and that they differed 
tJov ™?* h ° mee ° n heavily traveled pilgrimage roads in that 

were ^os and not anything suggestive of d. n. -aoy's 
Lorner Bhop or John .Vanamaker s Bel "aison t * 3 

thnt an article about homes instead of monuments might appeal J0SE 

from al/this^ int0r3Stin « to s9€ results, if anything, 

The weather is marvelous, —57 at dawning, on «n the afternoon 
and back to a delicious cool again tonight. The election of * 

i-r. ^eorge Long was wonderful, too, a perfect landslide for a 

la ” dsl J d9d i Dt0 Office as the perfect representative 
Wh ? 9l9ct9d him * 1 wonder when he will start 
building his Gulf to Alexandria canal. Again my thanks for making 
my day so happy and for giving Grandpere a push so he will -et 
to Alexandria before the opening of the canal (smile).° 
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Thursday, September 4th, 1952. 


t 

memorandums' 

It's such a lovely night, cool and clear and a big old 
moon just peeping over the African House, 

And mentioning that building, I .th iT1 |r it will be the 
next subjeot of a Cane * k iver plate, —don t you think so. I 
want to have a go at the town of -uatchitoehes sometime in 
1953, but 1 shall have to await Hina's return from south of the 
Bquator before giving that much attention in the mean time, 

I feel the jyrge to do the African -Hou^e,*and i thi n k 1 can 
manage that more or less under my own steam. I think 

it would be nice to keep it on the li c ,ht. si$e, after the manner 
of Hddie Buydam. But the mere building isn t enough, for 
a few figures always steps up interest a little. Off hand, 
it mi fc ht be fitting to suggest the dual purpose to which the 
building was put originally by introducing a oouple of slaves 
at tne left of the building, perhaps one in a-pillory, the other 
in stocks, and so carry out the restraining element 
for which the left side of the building was used, r Then, to 
balance the thing, a couple of other negroes might be placed 
at the right of the building, contending with a barrel or 
some packing cases, to suggest the provision side. How 
does that sound as a starter. ’Veil, we shall eventually see what 
we shall see. 

t V'* ® 1 

I didn't see the ladies across the fence today, as Jeleste 
took "ddam regard to the lady dootor this morning. I 
belie e they b o to have more tests on the morrow. At supper 
J. told me the pictures recently sent to town to be framed 
have come ’back and that they look very well, a assume they 
are either at the store or at his house, and I didn't 
have time to pass that way between supper, and secretary. 

The miracle of few pilgrims continues and I pause to 
knock wood, for it really can't last long, idary Gunn oame up 
from Magnolia this afternoon, bringing some youth, —a jet plane 
artist, with her. The youth is from Caldwell, *ew Jersey, and 
found local vegetation wonderful, "ary is "iss Bally's granddaugbr 
you may recall, and a very n.ce child. Bhe begins her fir^t 
year at a. o. U. this coming week. The beginning of 
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college life somehow always writes "Finis" to childhood, and 
when in a sentimental mood, one cannot avoid feeling ju°t a 
wee bit sorry about the closing of adoor, never to be 
opened again, , And after the young people had departed, I 
suddenly found myself humming that old Beethoven Minuette in G 
with half forgotten words that suited the tune; ' 

"There s a land that lies beyond the sea, 

Far awfiy, far awy, 

j : rom whence oomes ‘those sweet but fleeting dreams 
when 9 II else is gray, , 

1 'here s a garden where in happy hours. 

Long ago, long ago, 

I have played alone among the flowers 
^nd heard sweet winds blow. 

In vain do they call, --my childhood is o'er, -- 
I must long for, that enchanted shore, — 

Evermore, evermore." 

« 

, So depart the younsters for college. 

For days I have been intending to remark upon the 
excellence — thus far —-and,I had better break off slap and 
pound wood madly __the excellence of our gourd cr op at 
Arenbo_urg. In t'.o first place, as you probably know, gourds 
don t seem to be the easiest thing in the world to raise. 

If I remember correctly, Caroline remarked about her inability to 
get anywhere with them a while back when^he sent me seeds, perhaps 
a year ago. -*nd in the , second .place, there seems to be sometmng so 
enticing about goprds hanging on the vine that -passers-by 
young or old, can t resist plucking tnem. I selected the’ 
raggeay house as a likely site for them on Arenbourg, and 
the fence of the avant-oour at Yucca. The Yuoca ones are 
struggling along m a spot that is a little too shadey but 

ar0 doLu £ 8 Ple^idl y a s of now, but Wat 
with fisher folk, roaming up and down tfte river, and likely 
to spot the Arenbourg ones between the time the leaves wither. 

the and th0 ePPropriate time for picking them, and 

we shall probably get precisely nothing. tl 1 it is nice to 
know tney will grow regardless. 

xieoently static has prevented me from getting my favorite 
-1 5 p ?S dCa ! tS , ? rora ^olnea, and-so I have been enjoying 

aid ! r!! Jv , 10 and Ari0 i,everai 07Qr another net work at 10:15, 

r ^ " avis 8aroaam and the oth ®r «an's comparisons. 

miss him Tin^ VQ \ 0l i in months and somehow don’t 

miss him. **s an Ub* artiet,-he must be-awfully pro-conservative party 


/ 
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Friday, September 5th, 1952. 


Memorandum; -- , 

How nice to find your week end latter in today's post. 

It is so pleasant to have the pleasant picture you sketohed 
by pen of your Saturday holiday, and I am hoping the balance 
of the "days out" unfolded as pleasantly. 

The best news wa the re-arrangement of things in the "oave 
of the winds", how wonderful is the potential pleasantness that 
comes with the removal from the scene of a particuularly offensive 
personality and may thp days straight ahead reflect that i proveraent 
fortnwith and unendingly 

It goes without saying, of course, that I was interested 
in all reports concerning Tilloah and family and the present 
autumnal hejira to far places. I am glad, too, that you passed along 
the unexpected remark made at the bier. It somehow fitted in so 
per eotly with other unexpected attitudes that have gone before. 

Yes, T noticed the unexpected space given "The Old aan and the Sea" 
but of course had no one to tell me w.hat it was all about, and so your 
splendid synopsis ^et me straight on that point, for which 1 am 
profoundly indebted to you, since I shall undoubtedly hear many people 
talking about it within the imneiiate future, and it is always pleasant 
to know fiometing about .the subject matter under discussion. 

And may a thank you for mentioning "Scaramouche" and "amourette", 
and in view of the latter definition, I shall write Caroline a 
letter tonight before folding up my beard. 

And although I did not get an opportunity to finish the article 
about doings in the Gabildo, I am delighted to have t:.o article;you 
so thoughtfully out out and sent along for my delectation ■‘■'he ohioaner; 
going on in that museum for years has been nothing short of a scandal, 
and well do 1 remember how Lyle used to fulminate against old 
Fortier, saying he was positive that he was ransacking the treasure hous< 
but had no preoise proof to present, how apparently some of the 
"lending" is coming to the surface, although, unfortunately, probably 
much of the real business will never -be brdUght to light. But it 
is heartening to know that some of the original treasures have been 
located and aro likely, therefore, to be returned. That is 
part of what .Louisiana gets for electing politicians whose primary 
promise is to dig canals from the Gulf to Alexandria, and in a way. 
it serves them about right, although the killing part of it is that 
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^il-bilUeB who do the electing have never heard of a museum, 
and wouldn t have the s ightest notion of what one was, if they 
bumped slap into one # I suppose the so-ca led "clean-up" of 

S U ° t ^ booiis and tne ante bellum newspapers is just 
S n 2JvJ° r CQSe — destruction occasioned by igrnoaranoe, and 

wnether accomplished through igrnoranoe of values or sheer 
chicanery, the results are the same in the end, --obliteration. 

1 thanfc £ ou for ha7in S taken care of the Library of 
voi S tn ?S SS , aiia f °f appending the suggestions. It is so nice ■ 
lilt 2 P I ! mind - eert ? in Possibilities for like use in future 
ii-SJi”* 8 ' • Z aDprovo w hole henrtedly and thank „ for bein - *»o 
generous wit your energies in taking nnrrt n -P 


Sunday, September 7th, 195a, 


Memorandum 


:W^gain 
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elaborate supper, and although they were intending to have a 
flocfc of things lilted, the price of lingering was too great, 
in view of the dullness of the people, and so, after consuiing 

drdnit » ^ withdrew, fhat was more than ample, and I'm sure 
the dinner was a much greater success with only kindred souls 
gracing the board, 

Pat was home for the week end and left this afternoon, 
he sails from ^ew *ork on the 22nd, taking a new car he got 
this weei end with him. b 

Today's interruptions were such that I have knock off a scant 
oozen letters only and I intend doing no more as of this date 

On Saturday afternoon I learned that Celeste and Madam hegara 
were in Alexandria, as they had spent two mornings in town 
naving tests made on -adam'Regard who seems frail indeed, I assumed 
they had gone for further tests down yonaer, as that had been 
mentioned as a probability on fhursday. Picture my surprise when 
ini' ** it latar 'that they had merely gone or* a shopping tour. Sopping 
for health on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and for trash on Saturday,— 
it s all so wonderful and beyond my comprehension. 

VQ 0 Some children and grandchildren of an old friend of 
Dr Band this evening. They were nice, but although the man 
obviously knew nothing about plants, v-ass nevertheless quick 
on the tngge to identify various types to other members of 

eX P lain e d to them, pointing to a fimtr flowering 
quince, that it was a pomegrante, the former being a bush 3 feet 

Sf a ? d g 8 t QVer ything else equally mixed up, 

reaching the high point when he called the attention of the 
party t o the fine pineapple g.wing along the front gallery, 
ne was, of course, pointing with pride to t;.e bananas. . 

at just this moment, as between this lino and the above it 

cl ! ar ?° that there is a certain "one-ness" in 
S dnd , w ? r i® tian 3 Banalities. O ome to think of it, t ey 
^ jointly Possessed gf as many similarities as any two' 7 
- know * ^ aoh thinks nothing of tremendous distances, each 

that oa P tiVate immediately, a vest 
ability to find interest in things quite new to them, —people and 
places, and never, if each lives to be, a million will neSer be able 
to stay put. Home for tnea will always be a place to return to after 
raveling up and down the big road, a place where one oan remain lorn? 

°«° ,S br ?*! h 1° makG a sortie in some other direction. 

Sf 1 k ^ nd aad considerate, each is wonderfully complete in himself, 

to * riendshi P s instautly where others would take a while oven 

to make acquaintances, and people will remember tnem long after thev 
nave gone on their respective ways to more and more friendships 

or . more Pl^s whose value they will be quick to sense and 
whoso finest aromas they will never pause long enough to oatch. 

L!lop 0 n th ? y g S b t0 k ?° W 0a - Ch ° ther better if and when their orbits ever 
be able^to ’^r 1 QaGh *** ** 7 ° *° X the ° ther l0tS 0f which 9ach would 


Monday, September 8th, 1952, 


memorandum: 


I thought the attaohed entrance ticket to the Chicago 
convention might amuse you, if you had never chanced to stumble over 
one before. « 

4 ia / a Jry came to see me quite unannounced this afternoon, and 
this slip happened to be among much of the plunder she pulbed out 
of ner voluminous pocketbook. * y 

C , . . r . i ; . 

She had much small .talk to report from the Windy City, including 
no end of gossip as to how Senator Taft nearly had a stroke when 
tne voting on the Texas, Louisiana, Georgia delegations went the 
wrong way, and it dawned on him all-of a sudden' that the jig was up. 

ihere .vas also some tittle-tattle about Governor Stevenson 
whom la maybry seems to admire. She said that everybody is honing 
he will eventually marry the daughter of narry Emerson Rosdick, which 
of course, was news to me, as I-don t see the gossip columns and 
seldom here the cafe chatter, ° 

The weather continues marvelous, with a bit more heat turned on 
today. Yesterday's breeze made living so pleasant, although 
I must say 1 was tired last night when 1 eventually got around 
to fold up my beard. I did read a page or tw 0 from The anatomy of 
happiness before calling it a day, and I liked this thought; 

"Religion, like -iedecine, can fulfill it function if the 
people people leave the Ghuroh or the doctor's offioehappier than before 
they entered. They must be neither bored nor confused nor complacent, 
-Lhey must have gained in their understanding of themseives and 
the w°rl d jiround them. They must have 6 ained of their understanding 
ot themselves around them They must better what to do with their 
lives and __and must be inspired to act." 

I was interrupted twice in taking down this dictation from the 

may accord in£ly- have garbbled or repeated some of it, but 
I think the general idea was caught. 

I subscribe to the whole thing,- and am amazed, in the oase of 

l a l 1 n ! V * r kaSW but two,---the lady doctor and friend Miller, 
who made such a state of mind,poesible for the patient. And as 
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In to orrow's mail I am expecting to receive a note 
from Ora, giving me the address of the Editor of The 
Ladies Home Journal. I shall get a letter off to him forthwith, 
but os yet I haven't quite decided just how I will present 
the material I have in mind. I don t wont to do anything 
to up-set the applecart of the Journal and so have them skip 
ary Natchitoches houses they may eventually want -to do. Hut 
I do want to sell them the idea of doing uielrose quite separately 
and in an issue by itself, as opposed .to sandwiching it in 
with the Natchitoches material. 

Knowing nothing about the type of stuff the Journal 
does, I am at a-loss to'know precisely where to begin. 

A magazine that devotes itself to elegance of interiors wouldn't 
probably switch over to pretty exteriors, no matter how unique. 
Still, it occurs to me that nobody has ever done anything for 
publication in color of Melrose exteriors when the Chinese 
magnolias are at their height, and although I never examined the 
situation of see if an explosion of shell pink blossoms lined 
up appropraitely with the white back drop of the big house or 
the shadowy recesses of *ucca. I should imagine, however, 
that something might be done about it if anybody oarea enough 
about catching the display to adjust their late February—early 
Mar,oh schedule to passing' this way, amply fortified with proper 
film, to do something about it. Uf course a variety of hazards 
must be taken into consideration, such as a premature visit of 
Jack jJ'rost which would n cook“ the blossoms in a twinkling, the 
chance ±b of days of cloudy-skies and perhaps rain, still 
the big show does come off frequently, and might constitute a 
scoop for the lucky person. 

Perhaps I shall mention this possibility when I write, for 
one thing about which there is no question in my mind, I never 
would breathe such an idea to Jarolyn for while she could 
undoubtedly do the job superbly t how in the world could one ever 
depend on her to start with, under the most favorable circumstances, 
and how much less so in view of the potential hurdles. 

At first a had thought of sending a photo of the ordgnal 
ske,tch of. the °ane n ivor country to -Philadelphia, bfc on second 
thought, it might not be a bad idea to roll them a Jane ^iver 
ountry plate, for not only toould this seem to indicate the 
relationship of -*elrose to the Parish in which they have manifested 
interest, but also it presents the possibility that finding 
themselves fascinated by the geographic outlay, tfiey might, 
on subtle suggestion, decide to use it as an illustration in the 
article. Well, we’ll see. In the mean time, ray thanks to 
you again without measure for all the happiness your mail brought 
me today...... 


Thursday, September -11th, 1952. 


Memornaduraj 

* ** - ' • ' - -j - '■>'■■> . .. ' : 

How nice to find your Saturday letter in today's post. 

It was good to- know of the break you got for the week end 
and I'm sure you made the most of it. * 

o-;.: ■ i.: / , 

I laughed at what you had to observe about the ourrent 
biography^in MoOalls. Your observations are what might be 
styled a sight . Someone told me the other day that the Dorothy Dix 
column continues in the Picayune, at least. I suppose Stanley 
rthur, 8 wife carries it on, just as I suppose she must have 
operated it for years before Madam Dix died, for surely in 
her .Latter years, such a job would have been too arduous for one 
at ner advanced age. 

And the mentioned of “rs. Arthur reminds me of an off the 
reoord matter of no interest whatsoever, except that it reoalls 
to mind.how Lyle used to love to get the Madam to re-tell the 
same old tale about people living in the Plaquemine area, which 
ingariably ended up with "and it, was Miss So-and-so, who, later 
.became the mother of *rs. Stanley Arthur, who left lown under a 
cloud . I guess Lyle wasn t used to the expression, and he always 
loved-to hear aunt ''ammie use it, —and oddly enough, I never heard 
her employ the oloud, save in that one single case. 

And may * thank you for passing along so many interesting 
points.in the publishing world. I'm glad Mr. freeman has 
lived long enough to get Mr. Washington baok to Mount Vernon — 
a possibility I was beginning to doubt, following-all the details 
of the Hew Jersey campaign. And I have no doubt the 
Library of ongress wil re(record) this volume forthwith, I hope, 
sometimes they reoord from the manuscript, I believe, for on oocasion 
it seems to me the thing has appeared on disks about the time it has 
tumbled off the press, and what with the time required for "canning" 
the business, ! assume both the recorded and ink versions were - 
being turned out concurrently. 

I have temporarily folded up "The Savanah" in favor of 

£i^ 0h i U « 8 Z° l ™ * » — G *and Alliance, which arrived today. 
The White Houle book you recommended earlier in the year also arrived 
aod I shall alternate the reading of these teo Item.? 
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Friday, September 12th, 1952, 


Yesterday I sent the Crager's one of the 
Grandpere plates. As pu Ushers of " s *hildzen of strangers" 
they ought to have one, —whether they may ever have read the 
hoot or not, for it is quite possible that there are publishers, 
like certain unnamed booksellers, who never oraoked a book in 
their lives. Sometimes I find myself wondering what the 
Cragers are really like. From Lyle I got a fairly favorable 
impression. From Dr. Sutler I got a rather neutral picture. 

It seems to me that Dalsey in the Dell's thumbnail sketch hasn't 
been too flattering. Perhaps, sinoe I shall probably never 
see them, 1 may never get any pioture at all. But of 
l'ate I have been thinking about the half dozen oases I have 
known, espeioally in business, wherein personalities which were 
perfectly delightful would dash and misunderstand each other 
completely when the respective orbits came within miles, 
the one with the other. 

As for myself, 1 like it when people set me straight, so far 
as their opinions are concerned, about a person 1 am going to 
meet for the first time. ~ut, whether the picture be flattering 
or otherwise, I tend to file it away my mJ.nd and never take it 
out again until well after I have established contaot with the 
individual and come to some opinion of my own. Often 
my own estimate coincides with that which has been given by 
another in advanoe, but almost equally often it does not. 

At the moment, I am under the impression 1 might not like the 
Cragers, but regardless of that, ..I thought they ought to have 
a Grandpere plate. We shall see what, if anything, happens next. 

Pioture my surprise about one second after Dr. Knipmeyer 
arrived today.when none other than Clarence,John ^aughlin appeared 
on my gallery. He started some endless rigamarole which I out 
short, telling him that as 1 was in conference, he would have to 
pcesent himself later if he wished to have a word with me. ^e came 
back to *ucoa, —I suppose he had been in the bushes, after Dr. 
Knipmeyer left. He had some *rt instructor with him, - a lady 
from —of all places, —the college in Benton, Texas. What 
Clarence John was really up to was to persuade me to have the 
'Clemenod paintings orated and shipped to St. Louis for 
a show to bd given by some friend of his* Suoh a show would be nice 
on several counts, especially if the magazine article and the show 
could come off at the same time, the article to booqt the show. 

1 took the name of the St. Louis person and said I would oommunioate 
with him and send a copy of my letter to Clarenoe Joh, and 
a great big negative awaits hi* on his return to *ew Cleans, which 
will be after he^returns from California where he proposes to .go 
to pick up "Mary , the bag who was with him the last tww times he 
was here, for it«seeras he married her, and I'm wondering what'e 
wrong with her head.... . ^ 


Memorandum: 

And so the Senator and the General met today, and 
in view of the initial reports covering the melting, 

1 am reminded of that prase, so often applied in the past 

to military scufflea, -"They (General Bisenhower foroes at Chicago) won 

the war but lost the Feaot . * 

4 

And while speaking of public figures, I hope you had 
the luck to hear Bd Morrow last night when he so swavely 
razzed the Arohbishop of '■’anterberry. I thought it was 
most adroitly accomplished. I chanced to hear his Grace on the 
radio a few nights before, addressing some Bpisoopal group, 

I suppose. He sounded rather pleasant, as a speaker, and I liked 
his humor. I was mildly amused when, in referring to some 
current problem in Britain, he mentioned "all the present 

members of His Majesty s Government." or some such. I 

hope somebody will tell the Archbishop, who must have been the 
chief figure,at King George's funeral, that today it is 
Her Majesty s Government who rules Britain. 

* 

And as I write the word "rule instead of Rules, —or 
did I do it the other way around, * would remark on how 
the British always refer to Governmnet as a noun requiring 
a plural verb. I notioe in Mr. Churohill's War Memoirss, he 
oarries the oame idea in regard both to the Government and 
the Cabinet. "Her majesty's Government azs doing thus and so" 
or Hie *ajesty s Cabinet are agreed, eto." I don t recall" 

Americans ever employing Government or Cabinet in ar# other than 
the singular subject requiring a singular verb. 

I enclose a carbon copy which speaks for itself. If I 
don.t get abound to tear off the typed signature, you might do so, 
or merely toss the whole thing in the trash. It is of no 
importance, but I thought it would keep you advised as to what 
stirs. As a sales letter, it is too wordy, and as something for 
Jf* J 1 }* in to * n t —I'll send a espy to Ora, - it doesn’t stress 
the ^elrose scene too stongly, —that oan come later, i thought 
it well to insert something about an i pending article, as I 
did in the last paragraph. This may offer several approaches 
to handling a contaot with the publication which “r. Pratt 
represents, if the thing ever gets that far. 
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Of hand, I should ba glad to know If the Journal 
does its artioles by members of its own staff and if 
its photographs are also taken under the auspices of 
the home offioe, as is the case with Life, Colliers and 
a flock of others, but not, apparantly, with The Saturday 
JSvening -tost. If they do not supply their own writers, then 
the business of stirring one up from this bend of the river 
might be taken under advisement, —and perchance the piotures, 
although i f m not going to take Carolyn into consideration in 
such potentials. 

With the letter, I sent a print of the Gane Biver Country 
and the re-print concerning the plates, thinking the first 
might give some idea of the region and the latter some notion 
as to potential illustrations for the article. I fixed the 
print of the Gane Biver Country la such a way, however, as to 
make it quite clear that it could not be used as such but 
would be available as a plate. 

The : weather continues wonderfully dry and warm-with not so 
much as a suggestion of a cloud, although Texas seems to have been 
getting lots of cloud bursts. I am just back from a somewhat 
lengthy sitting with ^adam Begard on her front gallery. J. H. 
is out, —perhaps la Moptespan oould say where, and Celeste 
is in Alexandria^ -n seems she and one or two of her girl friends 
thought it would be-divine to go to Alexandria to a style show, but 
at the last moment, her friends were indisposed and telephoned 
her they couldn’t make it. 9ut the telephone was put into use 
to find others to take the places of the ailing, but with 
no success, and so Celeste decided she would go -anyway, and 
Claude Clyde Emmett Davis was hustled into the drivers seat 
and off they sped. Madam Begard was accordingly left alone, and 
I was enchanted to, share and hour or two with her, after second 
dark. She is reading the Oonsuelo Vanderbilt memoires and 
had much to tell me about doings in England when little Kiss 
Vanderbilt was Duchess of “arlborough. 1 suppose the thing is 
running in the Ladies dome Journal, Odd, isn^t it, when 
one gets to going on one,episode, name, book or whatever, 
the thing is forever bobbing up in unending succession. I 
suppose it is like the person with a broken arm whenever saw anybody 
with a similar affliction until his own mlsfortunate, whereupon 
every other person encountered as a broken'arm. 

In the,Sheer Luck Department, I must express Madam 
Regard didn t get a break when the chain suspending the swing 
in whioh she was sitting on the gallery broke. She was naturally 
a little surprised at suddenly finding herself on the floor, but 
wasn t physically effect, thank “coven.. 


Sunday, September 14th, 1962. 


nl 


Memorandum] « , : . 

It has been a pleasant, quiet week end, with no pilgrims worth 
mentioning and a general peaoe that in itself has been restful. The 
dryness and heat oontinue. 

The Columbia nowcast at 7 this mornin out of Dew ?ork spoke 
of rain throughout the lower Mississippi Valley, but I guess we 
'•perhaps don t figure in that category, although Hr. Jefferson thought 
so. * 

. ■ 

The Bands came this afternoon, and reported driving through 
a heavy rain which stopped abruptly down the lane between here and Montrs« 
So near yet so far. 

But occasional cloud -coverage hs lessened the heat during 
the day. Saturday afternoon it looked as though the olouds might 
be getting ready to spill a few washtubfuls on us, and Madam 
Begard was wondering if it would spoil the pionio on whioh Cleeste 
had gone, but nothing ever really a ppened. 

Blythe this afternoon brought me what appears to be some 
elegant food for ay supper, along with a bottle of wine. She 
« didn’t have much news. Dr. Band sat with me for an hour or so 
whil# Blythe was blundering the gardens for rare blossoms. During 
her absence from Vuoca, I got out a Grandpere plate whioh Dr. 

Band liked. I wanted to give them one and I got another, asking 
him if Blythe might find it diverted her Mother tomorrow morning 
when she passed by to see her. I was well night thunderstruck when 
he said he might as well tell me frankly that it would b« better 
if »rs. White didn't see the platm, as the presence of the 
reproduction of the portrait of a "gentleman of color might 
upset her considerably. 

Had I stopped to think the thing through, I might well have 
realise such a possibility, what with ers. White s generaltion 
still so raoially oonseious, and yet I had dragged the thing 
out as a gift without anythought of the. tremendous potentials. 

How hie* it is to have been born at a time and under stars that 
didn t burden the soul with such prejudices. 
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I_got around to do soma loading last night, and found muoh 
information rogarding European doings in 1941 that up until non had 
boon a blank to mo, so far as details are concerned, 

Mr. Churchill quotes direot from his personal message to 
Stalin, for example, several weeks prior to the Ha*i^invasion in 
June of that year, —a confidential message, —giving Stalin 
warning that Hitler,was getting “all sot" for a leap. It 
seems remarkable that in view of^this message and other ohannels coveying 
the warning should have been so stub prnly disdained at the Kremlin, 

In speaking of it, *r. ^hurchill takes occasion to point out 
that this attitude on Stalin's part brought forth a price of 
slaughter and destruction on-the Bussian people that wa incaleuable. 

With such a control over ,the press as obtains in the U. 3. 3. B,, 
however, tbe people never knew that all this must be placed squarely 
on the stupidity of their rulers. 

I found it interesting,' too, that by their trade agreement of 
the year before, Russia was supplying Germany wit vital war material 
slap through the months of the collapse of the continent and right up 
almost to the day that hitler struck, and yet almost immediately, 

Stalin in a preemptory, —insulting fashion, - called on Churchill 
to invade the continent which, as Churchill points out, 
shows clearly enough that "the wicked aren't always clever and 
dictators always right", « * 

I was glad to see my friend, Y, 0, this afternoon. He hopped 
a ride down from Shreveport this moaning, had dropped in to see his 
father and mother, was going to the ball .game at the honkey-tonk, and 
then-back to the city. he said he hoped to see his sister, £mmalee 
at the ball game and was going to try to get her to finish up her 
last semestre of sohool this autumn, but doubted if he would have any 
luck. 

J. returned from "atchitooheB about 7i30 and reported that 
during the afternoon he and r «>. *illiams had gone over most of 
the grounds of the tucker nouse and oould not find the treasures 
I had described, I hope they didn't know what they were looking for, 
and that somebody during the past couple of days didn't “lift** them. 

1 think i shall gird up my loins one day early this weefc«and make 
a little inspection trip on my own hook, although going to town 
represents a major project on my part, but it might be worth it, 
don t you think so.,... 


Monday, September 15th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Wednesday letter in today'? post, but 
how sorry I was to learn of the i pending hurly-burly beginning 
with the week end, and carrying on into this week for heaven 
knows how long. 

First off, * urge you to collapse whenever opportunity affords, 
for it is just too muoh, really ..business and all added to 
the soeial side. And seoondly,’you will use mental telepathy instead 
of the typewriter, I sincere ly hope, knowing full well that if 
1 do not hear from you within the next 'oouple of weeks, I shall 
simply charge off the silence to your good judgement in 
folding up the beard at the slightest provocation for "resting 
the eye" department. 

_ l , _ _• 'jO t 

Pi r f , % - • . 

You would have laughed to see how abruptly my secretary 
terminated today's reading. I think it did not quite finish, 
but I shall check up on the matter on the morrow. Hie papa's 
hog has been rooting about in the gardens of late, and 
the promise of using the shot gun on all such marauders has 
impelled the various owners of such porkers, including Lee's 
papa, to keep the animals within bounds. Fwinoe during the 
day Lee has passed this way, searching for the hog which escaped 
from it8 "fort", but he had had no luck when he came to read 
the mail about~first dark. We were sitting on the gallery 
and the shadows seemed a little deep for going any further when 
suddenly ^ee, glancing up from the page,, tossed me the letter 
as he leaped from his chair, shouting) 

"There goes that there shoat into the bamboo. How I'm 
getting it and so'11 sleep tonight," 

I assume he was successful, and as the driving of the hog 
required a good half hour before home was reached, I knew 
that was the last I was to see of Lee for tonight. I had 
never thought of the hog element i n the problems of "le parfait 
secretaire 9 before, but so it i3 on Cane A iver, 
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. Tuesday, September 16th, 1952. 


• view of all the excitement on your calendar for 
tonight, i reckon you had soant opportunity to think of,— 
let alone, hear — Ed. Morrow, It was a good 15 minutes, and 
1 liked the hilarious quotations from a Russian magazine on 
American baseball, he said there was a picture of 
a player who had pass out, and the caption explained that 
this bloody game, oerpated by men "from business' 1 , bought 
and sold the players liks slaves, and that the picture was 
one that had been taken during a battler between the two 
teams, —the St, Louis and the Bodgers, Bow the 
Brooklyn dodgers ought to like that one. 

And while on the subjeot of quotations, I wish I 
hadn t to? far buried the pages from the 4rd volume of 
‘■'hruohill s memories which I explored a bit last night. 

I liked the touch so much that frequently appa ared in the 
aooo nt of the first visit to the White Bouse at 
Christmas time, 1941, 'Baturally 1 liked the reference to 
Mrs. ,Roosevelt, in which the author remarked that she had 
thought of everything to make her guests oo fortable, and I 
wish I oould remember the preoise wording to pass along wherein 
the dail routine was mentioned, and how Mr. Roosevelt himself 
prepared cocktails before dinner, and how later in the evening, 
the *rime Minister preferred to push the ^resident's wheel ohair 
from the drawing room to the lift himself, thinking the while of 
Sir Walter Raleigh spreading his cloak for Queen Elizabeth. 

* laughed to myself as 1 pictured what a knook out that 
team would have made at a mal masque, with the Prime Minister 
in the role of Raleigh and Roosevelt masquerading as 
Queen Elizabeth. 

I'm so glad you have enjoyed the inoomihg mail and especially 
the enclosures, A presume, for both were somehow better than 
this week s batch is likely to turn out. There was 
much in what you had to say about the artistry of the boy friend 
in covering such an extent of tifoe so adroitly in a couple 
of pages. I doubt if he keeps a Journal, which is oertainly 
* S?' a ** ut th * n ln su8h a station, it might be a little 
difficult to harmonize Jotting down what one wanted to and 
then forever keeping track of the thing to be sure it didn't 
fall into the wrong hands and perhaps oooasion a mild diplomatic 
flurry# « 

The card enclosed is from the lake Lady, I suppose. How 
is it that everybody stops at the Waldorf. I'm sure they must 
have some nice guests besides moArthur, Hoover and a flock 
of wold be society bags. 


Mmmornandum: 

■How nice to find your Friday letter in today's post. 

Frankly there was a deoided surprise element in its 
arrival, for, as yesterday's memo may have indicated, I had not 
anticipated that oiroumsta oes would enable one to indulge in 
correspondence before the end of the latest flurry from travelers from 
the South and the East. * 

That you should have found'time also to make the hejira to 
42nd Street was equally unexpected, and although I aopreoiate all 
these matifeetations of your unflagging kindness, I am 
fervently "holding the thought" that you may not be expending all 
your strength on my behalf when so many domestic demands, piled on top 
the claims of business may eventuate in an over exertion that 
will enervate you completely. 

As for the number of prints, —four, —being ordered, may I say 
that this amount is most ample. My thought is to make use 
of the photos of the original sketches for newspaper publication, 
such as the Picayune. I think the clarity of the original sketch 
will serve most satisfacotrily when appearing in print on pulp 
paper. For the magazines, however, and especially those like 
Life or the Ladies Home Journal or the Saturday Evening Post, 
it seems to me the likeness of the plate itself will seve to 
better advantage, and particularly as the presence of the personal 
note on the finished sketch will tend to focus the personality 
element which may appear in some of the magazineartioles. And so, 
thanks to your thoughtfulness, we are now guaranteed an ample 
supply of this item and I see no reason why my "desiderata" will 
occasion fruther trips to 42nd Street in ever so long. 

There were several letters in today's post, but yours -was 
the only one I got around to read throughout. There was an 
air mail from Carolyn from Chicago, 'but there was a time pressure 
that impelled me to read merely the first sentence in each 
paragraph, simply to determine if anything was suggested about 
an impending visit within the immediate future, and as I noted 
nothing a ong that line, I put the letter along with the other ones, 
in the armoir for tomorrow's reading, 
on-ioo - j. r „._ oYo.-.nf> fcfin vreoeers iftillaTJ s - 
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Tills morning I assumed the unusual role of road runner, going 
in to town with Celeste a little after 8 and not returning until 
afternoon or rather after noon. Celeste wanted me to lend her 
a hand in seeing about some Christmas oards which she is beginning 
to think about. She had in mind using the Melrose Plantation plate 
design, and 1 dropped in to the office of The Times, thinking 
that concern could arrange to have a copper block made for the 
purpose. By good fortune, we met Chrles Cunningham just issuing 
from the building as we approached, and he returned with us. My 
suggestion was that the Plantation sketch be used, eliminating the 
script at the bottom, - all save the notation, "Melrose 
Plantation on Cane ^iver" or whatever appears in the cartouche*, 
and substituting in he place of the script, to righ't and left 
of the oar touche, the two words, Merry and Xmas. My thought was 
to encircle the design with a black line, perfectly round, and 
have the same printed, —that is the entirb design, in black on 
a white card, more or less square. X think the thing may turn 
out nicely. 

* 

It was nice seeing ^harles, —the first time since 1949, but I 
did not take time out to mention anything about the forth-coming 
Grandpere article or the anniversary proposed artiole. 

While in town, i took occasion to drop in at Meillspaugh Drug 
and collect fifty dollars to be paid against Book Mall invoices 
and to make arrangements-for the-reception of the Grandpere plate 
when uotober 4th arrives. Sveryone at the Drug company was so 
nice. One window is still devoted exclusively to our contrivances 
and i was told the same situation would obtain during the pre-holiday 

86 fi 80 Qe 

Then, while Celeste was shopping, I took occasion to explore 
the grounds of the *ucfcer house. The capitols have vanished, but 
I found in the garden two iron posts that while not precisely a classic 
harmony, are nevertheless quite unique and rather pretty in detail. 

I suppose.they arelO or 1£ feet in height, the whole business of 
iron, the columns fluted and the tops capped by modest caps suggesting 
partially opened acanthus leaves, I doubt if I am able t^ get 

them, for I learn from J. m. u en ry that J. H. Hilliams has decided 

not to buy back the house from the Pax sh politicians oontroling the 
Library. Bo single individual on the board has the aut ority tj? 
oispose of any of the -property, and it is i possible c suppose 
a quorum w d ever agree to dispose of anything wanted or unwanted 
at any kind of a price. But X shall oontiui to hold the thought, 
and if, by some miracle, they should come to hand, I shail set them 
up temporarily as gate posts to the avant court, reserving them for 
, ultimate dispostion at Arenbourg. Urns, —'or large earthen 
jars, planted with ivy and verbeana could be placed atop the oolumes 
and the trailing greenery and flowers would be elegant. But 
that is counting ehioks before the eggs are hatched, still that is 

fun, too. D q plQase g0 aa 8 iow as you can these trying day8.... 
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Wednesay, Septebmer 17th, 1952. 


Memorandum: , 

I have often thought it might be helpful all around if I 
were to have a sticker made that could be pasted on riuah of 
my out-going mail, reading: "Of Bo Importance. Mead or not, and 
Miss Bothing." 

I could stick one of this and therobye save you a lot of time 
for something more worth while. 

. While it occurs to me, let me answer you recent inquiry regarding 
the number of lists of proposed books sent out by the library 
of Congress for selecting those titles to be recorded. These lists 
are issued about 3 or 4 times a year and not monthly. 

And speaking of that department, may X tell you that last 
night 1 dipped into "White House Profile* which had recently come to 
h a nd, and, as you predicted, I find it a-fasoinating pieoe of business. 
I read only a few pages, up to and including a portion of the doins of 
Dolley Madison, and enjoyed everything about it, learning much 
at the same time as I was being entertained. Perhaps the 
part which struek me with greatest force; —and regret, was the 
refusal of Congress to grant Jefferson the money to landscape the 
Whiat Mouse grounds. It wasn t clear"to me if he actually sketched out 
his ideas, but X believe he did. In the monumental publication 
of the Jeffarson papers being accried out under the Uohs-Bew York 
Times grant, I suppose the Jefferson architctural plans and all his 
sketches will also see the light of publication eventually, and 
should you ever notice any reference to the Jeffersonjplans for 
landscaping the White House, X should be entranced to hear about it. 

There wasn.t so much mail today, but even so, X didn't finish 
yesterday's, although X shall before tomorrow has run its-oourse. 

There seems to be another air mail from Garolyn w'hioh I fcangaroo-ed 
but will examine more carefully on the morrow. It would appear from 
the f.irst sentences read in each paragraph that what she required 
to get the Melrose article finished and wrapped up was the information 
I had passed along regarding a potential visit by Life, concerning 
the St. Augustin matter, and her recognition of the possibility I 
intentionally threw in, that once as close to Meixose as the . 
bridge, it might be difficult to keep the writers and photographers 
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steMscas ::£■ 

an aoceptance °f the thing from either one w the other t»n 

O^rf 

another n8 pri ng^bre ak s* t hr ough 8 againl" t0 

to re ° entl y tha * one of these days I am going 

t e , idea SOme P^lioation that the time tS tJ!ke 
pictures to maximum effect at Melrose might be the early cart of 
February when all the buildings could serve or nmriw v^J * 
drops for the Chinese magnolias, in full flower at that season. 

respective minds lor shlch candidate they ars gSinl t! , t. Sim! t t 
only some unusual heat will put it back, into n by then and 

Pe^MSCeVuTef- 

piFST--sS::^.x^? 8 di lr s.ii: 

appearanoesf^hat^s^beoaose fig^iSK^SS£* SS j 

too controversial a figure among the pubUcat Lxll ^°!j“ eml>er 
a A not ? 2* tWo sentences from fiobina states she was wriiM™ 


Thursday, September 18th, 1952. 


From 


is goi». a cil^biTiui^ry'ih^" 


Memorandum; t . , 

It's Thursday, according to my oalendar, but it almost 
seems as though the calendar oould be wrong, as Dr, and Mrs. 
Knipmeyer weren't able to mate it today, and I 
little visit. 


really missed their 


But there's recompense in everything, and it ohanced that 
during the morning, which I had thought would be busy with guests, 
a secretary, drenched by excessive dew, passed this way and so I 
was able to. run through quite a lot of mail, but none of it was 

8 f a11 enolose a f « w samples, although nothing 
save Carolyp s letter is of any moment. Friend Postelle must be 
bogged down with his correspondence, too, for, even as I, letter 
writing shows poor results when too much impinges on one's time. 

tu ^ nin oyer in my mind what is probably best to do 
about adies home Journal. Perhaps a letter will oome through in a day 

What°with m CMo?^' B t $ St ma ? thI 2 W 8ome light on th9 “»««• 

i ly ? § if * s 101 color Photography and writing, the 

opportunity for her to do the Cane River houses with me seems to 

hold mucji by way of promise, —but only promise. In the first place, 

Carolyn s utter lack of dependability is to be considered. Then, 

too, I dont know if the Journal farms out its desired photographic 

“ d Hit™ "??{;» 01 , if * ll i“ Life * th «y P re *« t0 use thei? 

T? uif? 1 ; , W J* h S 9101711 in Wasll ington, she could easily slide up 
to Philadelphia for a conference with Herr Pratt, I suppose, and 
there might be something advantageous in such a meeting. If so 
and Carolyn and I were given the assignment, I am wo’ndering if i 
could count on Carolyn. My guess is in the negative, yet I 
find myself wondering if, through such a personal conference, she might 
eventually secure several assignments for the Sulf States area, — 
and if so, —and if she would carry them out, the whole thing would 
be extremely advantageous. And yet that little word, "if be-olouds 
processes in this matter. Well, perhaps a-letter from 
Philadelphia may settle the matter, — I-hope. 


as 

an 


You will note from Carolyn's letter that she mentions October 
a time she may get down this way. As I have perhaps remarked in 
earlier hemo, the vegetation isn t getting any greener for 


oolor photographs as autumn slides along in the direction of 
the first frost Already the countryside has lost its lushness. 
The week in Waco might have been more profitably spent at 
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But for the life of me, i oan't imagine why I carry on so on 
this point, and I apologias for all the tiresome racket, 

I felt unhappy at 2;30 this afternoon when * heard the 
plantation bell, for when it sounds at other than scheduled 
times, it means fire. And so it was, but fortunately of little 
consequence, Mr, Earnest's armchair was biasing merrily and 
filling the house with smoke, suggesting a real conflagration. It 
would have been just too much to have had another home go up 
in smoke after such a short interim since the one this Spring. 

1 chanced to be at the front gate when the belL sounded but 

maintained my course in the general direction of Yucca, and 

never did hear any particulars other than the bare fact mentioned above, 

I am hoping Ed. Morrow doesn't get in the habit of giving us 
tape recordings of speeches in the news too often, Two or three 
times of late he has indulged in this first hand dispensing 
of ideas by giving the voice of the person direct, but, for myself, 

I prefer Mr, Morrow's reports and opinions in place of undigested 
evidence. What with the Nixon aooeptenoe of several thousand 
dollars from California business men for expenses during the past 
two years, Mr. Nixon seems to be out on a limb, but, since 
he has been a Senator living in Washington during that time, perhaps 
he is part of the mess that Mr, Eisenhower promises to dean up, 
but surely there must be Confusion and shame faoes in the 
ranks of the Republicans tonight, not to mention subdued smiles 
and a bit of glee on the part of the hemoorata Mr. Nixon will 
b ? v ® to »? roi $ ly if » as the prise hachet man of 

the Republican team , he can still that same "holier than thou" 
line he has been reeling off at such,a great,rate sinoe 3 hioago, Thus 
Mr. Eisenhower is handed a hot potatoe which he may-very well try to 
ignore but onoe the over warm vegetable begins to burn, it may 
provoke twists and turns that will not impress the electorate too 
favorably. Poor Mr. Eisenhower, if he had only aocepted the 
democratic nomination to begin with, he. would not find himself 
m smooth seas, for Taft would be his opponent and would 
r-epresnt no particular problem, 

ift 2? Uabr / n °te, the question as to what was done today about 
C°2JS r v°- aBno . t b ® answered ' nothing was done, knd 
T h «Lf ?! - or may not b * decided within the near future, 

thit bought regarding the oollonettes, hoping 

Warm toni « ht and the stars'so beautiful, I 
H l T ing ° n# 1 thlnk Peter IHyovitch will go so nicely 

2? *Iv gra ?°? 01 Butterfly lilies spilling over 7 

the gallery from the white garden. I 11 be thinking of little Miss leee 
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Jfriday, September 19th, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

How nioe, foliowing the surprise of earlier‘in the week, to 
find your Wednesday air mail in this morning's post. 

How you found time to knock it off, —what with all the busy 
hour8 that clog up wour days, I oan't imagine. But it was 
so kind of you to jot down so many interesting points, only 
in reference to the Salem paper, please, I beg you, don't 
undertake any transcribing until months, —the holidays, in fact, 
are finished, , 

By the way, speaking of Salem, I recall how surprised I was 
the first time my attention was called to the origin of that 
word, for I had never before thought of the Pilgrims as having 
clipped off the frist part of Jersusalem until I read in a year or 
so ago in some book or other about the Salem colony in Massachusetts, 

I am so glad you didn't have to get mixed up with the air borne 
travelers from down yonder, and I am hoping that your determination 
to relax a little at home about the time they arrived did not end up 
by wearing yourself out in undertaking a million things while 
the coast was, dear. — , 

It goes without saying that I was all ears about the "wishful th 
thinking department, and I hold the thought that something 
may eventuate in that direction. Wouldn't it be wonderful all the way 
around. Every once in a million years transpires that seems to 
delight everybody and somehow this seems like a promise for just that 
sort of realization,, 

So often I contemplate a situation that haB dragged along over 
so many months, wherein everyone concerned is effected by some sort of 
an enervation that comes with seeming futility, and I know not 
for whioh member of such a group one owes the most consideration, 
what with everyone so definitely effooted, but in such different ways. 
How surprising a twist it would.be if the mere wishful thinking 
should eventually emerge into a reality, 

I laughed at what you had to say about certain people possibly not 
reoognizing each other, I oan't imagine it, for my part, and 
neither can 1 imagine it for your part either, in proof whereof 

you actually did recognise the Scientific seotion readily enough at a 
glance.... 
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I'm so glad you are planting to break bread together one* 
of these days, and something tells me you are both going to 
have to talk fast-fast, even to touoh on subject matter, so long 
left dormant, I hadn t heard that the concern with whioh 
she had formerly been associated had moved, which* somehow, seems 
almost as odd as though somebody said R. a. Maoy moved to Hoboken, 
or some such, 

I remember her brother, whose health seemed so indifferent 
when he was in this country. I shall be interested to learn what 
news she has to pass along. .Were I to Join you both at 
lunoheon, I probably would draw up a list of the whole 48th Street 
staff and so run through thq list of personalities, some of whom 
have undoubtedly almost faded out of the picture completely in the 
year8 between. Off liand, my guess is that Lestan 2nd has vanished 
more completely than all for all save one. 

It certainly was kind of you to let me know about the Oane Hiver 
prints. There is no vast rush for them but when they do come to hand, 

I shall put one of them to use, holding the others for subsequent 
employment. 

Andl as I write that last sentence, it ooours to me that I 
had better to go to town again nex,t week to see Editor Cunningham. 

As a printer, I suppose he might have connections with manufacturers 
of stationary. How would it be to have some Cane Hiver stationary 
made, using the map, --perhaps the entire, plate, for a design, oovering 
the entire sheet of stationary in an exceedingly subtle sepia 
coloring, so faint as to be notioeable only if glanced at a seoond 
time. If this cap be done, and I know i& can, for inland has some 
stationary done in that manner, but with a figure of a woman spinning 
or weaving, —and after it has been done, then use the-^atchitoohes 
Times to call it to the attention of the publio, and although nobody 
in the Parish ever writes letters, still,.if persuaded the use of 
such stationary would be patriotic on a Parish scale, it might 
at least be disposed ofi in gift form. As this idea has Just 
unfolded in my mind, I shall ponder it further and speak of it again 
after X have worked it out. 

You will be amused to know that Secretary in Confidence, — 

Ezra's boy, i*ee, invariably, on reaching your signature, reaos 
it slightly backwards*, saying; "Three". He had just said "Three" 
tonight, when an interruption came and-I did not get to your clipping 
which will afford me pleasure on the morrow 

So manyy thirigs to talk about, so many little streaks 
of rose through the cloud ooverage on the horizon, holding the 
promise of another day's eventual dawning regardless. 
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Sunday, September 21st, 1952. 


Memorandum;. 

"*1 \ «> V —a•— ** J ^ i ZO V IC^2 J XiiCt 

. Such a pleasant week end, still dry but cool in the evening, 
and mercy,of meroies, not many pilgrims. 

And those who did pass this way were civilized, —the Crowells 
of Alexandria who brought the Chases from California with them. The 
Crowells are lumber people, I believe, with scad£ of money but 
. not cursed by its oare. I had met them a few times at suppers under 
the cedars and it was pleasant renewing the acquaintance, 

I was interested to learn from Mr. Crowell that Hr. Hand is 
Alexandria's dominant Republican. That would be like Hr. Rand, 
for while others like James HoLemore and Governor Kennon are aoqually 
Republicans but masquerading as Hemocrats, Hr. Hand, if a believer in 
Republicanism, would be a Republican regardless and wodld care not at 
all who knew it. 

All doctors, I suppose, must be inclining toward the Eisenhower 
camp anyway, what with that gentleman's statement that he is 
opposed to health insurance and so on* I should like to know where 
the lady doctor stands, but I imagine she give politios.very little 
thought. Fortunately, its the patients who eleot the President 
and not the physioians, _.a fact that the Republicans don't seem to 
have senssed as yet, and the Hemocrats have done nothing about. 

What with peace pervading,the plantation last night, * was able 
to do a bit of my Saturday night reading, and I got the White 
House Profile up as far as the election of McKinley.. It certainly 
is an interesting volume and represnts no end of researoh. I am always 
happy at the amount of political data that is included, sometimes, 
perhaps.it was tucked in as filler, but whatever the reason, the 
material,is interesting. Somewhere in the chapter on the Grant 
administration}, reference is made to the Credit Uobilier scandal 
that rocked Congress in those years, but I oouli find no 
reason for the appearance of that point in the book, as constructed, si 
since there seems to be no tie-in with the subject under discussion 
in that particular chapter, 

I intended mentioning the Storm letter in my last Memo, but 
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reached the end of the page before touching on it. I thought 
you would like the story la Storm had to tell about the servant who 
said, »after -having two accounts called to his attention, declared that 
was all the orookedness he had engaged in during the absence of his 
mistress on the «est Coast. 


It reminded me of a parallel episode that happened to Celeste 
a few years ago. Some people came unexpectedly for lunoh one day, 
and she dashed to the ioe box to open a can of Spam, —but it 
just wasn't there. Mat Burden was a sort of house-man—gardener for 
Celeste at the time, and she jumped on him for having swiped it. 

He swore he hadn't lifted it, and to clinch the point, he 


declared: 


• "Ho M'am, I sure ain.t borrowed that there Spam. That 
sure i* God's truth 'causi Ikaingt tole nothin from your ice box 
since the last can of sypup I lifted better than two weeks back. 


N 


Up to that moment. Celeste hadn‘t missed the syrup. 

• • ^ 

< I-declined an invitation to Magnolias this afternoon. 

About this time of year, it is their oustom to have a party for 
old Hose, the oook, and usually quite a few white people who dine 
on Hosa's fare at the big house during the year, join in celebrating 
her birthday which is usually arranged fairly easily, form point of vie 
of date, since Bosa herself hasn t any notion as to which month that 
blessed event transpired when she made her initial bow into this 
world. The party is usually held at Rosa s cabin, near the brick 
quarters, with muoh food being served, with an emphasis on cake and 
whiskey. Celeste took the three Reverend Fathers from across the 
River and was baok by first dark, reporting a fine time-having 
been had by all. — - 

I learned both ladies from across the fence head out for South 
Louisiana on Friday of this week, M adam Regard going as far as Mansura 
while Celeste will travel on to Hew Iberia or where ever it is the 
Sugar Festival is being held. I suppose they will return early in 
the week. 

, I ran across a new word-in myreading a while baok. It was 
pronounced as though it might be spelled, --"Hedonism , and means 
the indulgeing of one's self in selfish pleasures. Onoe I 
asked if anyone next door dould find the word for me in the dictionary, 
but fortunately it was convenient at the time, and m view of what 
I th^t the definition is, it was perhaps-Just as well we didn t 
get around to looking it up, —and it goes without saying I shall not 
bring up the matter again at that point. 

I have thought of little Miss Lee so often over this week end, 
hoping that like Lestan, her Saturday and Sunday held a little measure 
of solitary pleasure, too. 
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Monday,- September 22nd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find the prints in today’s post. I am 
astonished at how speedily they came through It seems 
to me such envelopes generally reouire 6 days, and if so 
this one seems to have broken all records. And marvelous 
to relate the envelope arrived just as flat as when 
you posted it, and the prints are perfect for what I have 
in miidthink the print will lend itself nicely to reproduction 
on paper used by better grades of paper, as ufed by Kdies 
Homes Journal, and if the medallion type of thing can 
be worked out for stationary, they will serve that end to 
perfection, too. May I say Thank you, and pin several oak leaf 
clusters about your person for the endless nice things 
you are forever doing for me. 

And speaking of the stationary, I am enclosing a 

MiSS Which you wiU ea J°y running 

through, and, although I am not sure about it, I am under 
the impression this sheet may have that subtle touch 
of design on it, but the yellow bulbs I use to ward off 
insects, seems to have concealed the design completely 
from me at the moment, and it may turn out th'at this 
chances to be a blank sheet anyway, save for the print 
at the top and the typing beneath. 

» 

And having spoken of stationary to such length. I might 
as well turn to the Journal of the Radies, since I dragged 
that publication into the above paragraph somehow. 

Ora telephoned me today, reporting she had just 
received a letter from Bichard Pratt of the same L.H. Journal, 
in which he said that she had made Melrose sound so fascinating 
he had decided he would like to concentrate on that place 
for publication, and that as he had known Lyle Saxon and 
Alexander .Vooooott, he was doubly moved to do something about 
the place. ^e opined that he would make a round "this winter" 
mo d ar?!! ld briu ® i4rs * p J att him, "as she sometimes helps - 

“ thJ oS. "«i ln,Ulry aS *° h0U8l ”« 
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Haturally, I shall use this information to advantage, 

I hope, on Carolyn, although the season really, in view 
of the prolonged drought, is much too late to secure 
pictures suggesting the lush greens and the floral contrasts 
tha would have been so impressively abundant last May, 

If Mr. Pratt has February in mind for a Winter go-round, 
that should be perfect from the point of vie of Chinese 
magnolias, but if he plans anything in advance of that month, 
he is‘going to bump into the same barrenness of greenery 
that littlee Miss Ramsey has dwaddled about to jockey herself 
into with such maladroitness. 

Early this evening the radio announced that *“r. Eixon 
will make a public confession tomorrow night over the air. 
Immediately following that program, there was an interruption 
to bring a new 'bulletin from Los Angeles that- Mr. Rixon 
was withdrawing. I was panic-stricken, for naturally 
I am hoping he will remain the Vice Presidential candidate. 

For my impression is that he will give Mr. Stephenson a 
heap more votes by staying on the Eisenhower ticket. The 
10 o'clock news repeated the confessional angle, and so 
I take it the Los *ngeles report was merely a rumor. 

I think I negle'oted to report on Friday, t,hat according 
to a decision made by Parish authorities on Thursday last past, 
the Tuoker property will be retained by. the -farish, the 
property swept clean of its old house and other, ante bellum 
evidences, and a new library constructed on the sight. On 
Saturday J. came to tell methat he had contacted 
the contractor in charge of demolition and disposal of the 
"trash", destined to be sold as firewood and filler for 
the bayou. There was a significant gleam in his eye when 
he remarked that he had spoken to the contractor of my 
interest in "those old posts", 

I believe the new broom will start sweeping clean, as it 
were, about the middle of Ootober, after which we shall 
see what we shall see. In the mean time, 1 am planting 
ivy and verbeana in big pots. Just in case the avant oour 
eventually becomes the sight, —instead of the bayou, —of 
the strange pillars from the past, 

I was late in tuning in on Lux Radio, and although I 
recognized the pieoe’ as Beerkley Square,,, discovered they afclled 
it "I'll "ever Forget You"....,... 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
R REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5684 


9|V;v 


Tuesday, September 23rd, 1952. 


Mamorandum; ■ , 

♦ The weather continues wonderful, with a pleasant 80 at 
sunset and an invigorating 60 at dawn. But as man is never 
quite satisfied, I must say we could stand Just a dab of moisture. 

The enclosure contains nothing in particular, but 1 send it 
along regardless. The answer to the qustion about the letters, of 
course-, is in the negative. As for the book mentioned in the 
letter, I never heard of it, but 1 telephoned the library to send 
one out for me to look at. If the author is Stewart Landry, 

I shall inspect the thing with reservations, for Steart Landry 
is a rAcial bigot who got out t at book that out-did Herr ^oebels 
a few years back. * think it was called "i’he Quit of Equality 
or some such, and I recall the Madam tossed it out as so much - 
rubbish. . ’ 

It occured to me, on r.ading the clippings which I returned 
to *“rs, Sterling, that some organization in Ratchitoches ought 
to sponsor a lecture by the lady on Audubon, and so I set the 
wheels turning forthwith, I acknowledged the lady s letter and 
asked for details regarding her illustrated discourse and if 
she would like to harangue one or anoter of the Ratchitoches 
societies. I suppose she will jump at the opportunity, since 
it will afford her excellent publicity for the cause for which 
she strives. 

In spite of the fine weather, the pilgrimage business seems 
off, thank heavans. That doesn't mean to say I am without such 
matters, but the pressure isn't-nearly so great as in boiling 
or freezing weather, which somehow seems a little odd, N 

This afternoon the wealthy Albert SAevensons from somewhere 
up Briarwood way, came. , bringing some Rio Grande people with 
them. Mrs. Stevenson was finished at Ward-Helmont in the same class 
with Celeste, 'They are wonderfully alike. I still puzzle over 
what hour such people think plantation'folks eat. rhe obvious 
answer, of course, is that they don t think. 

f o 

But aside from being annoyed at them for coming at such an 
hour, i must say I was delighted on one point, —thd hummingbirds 
put on a wonderful show for their benefit around the feeding bottle 
suspended on St. Giggin S shoulder. There were half a dozen waiting 
their turn and one of them, apparently tired of waiting, rose slowly 
from the line and perched on my shouldef "td test. The otevensons 
and their guests were enchanted. 
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Qf course I listened tonight to Senator Nixon's 
speech until he exceeded the purchased time and was out off. 

As a political speech, it was undoubtedly worth the 
$75,000.00 paid the Columbia net wort. As the whole business 
was supposed to be concerned with the $18,000.00 kick-in, 
it seemed to me beside' the point that somebody gave him a 
dog whom his 6 year old daughter named Ghunkie or some such; 
that his wife in Irish and born on Saint Patrick’s Day and so on. 
But that is probably good politics even though it has nothing 
to do with the matter in question. As for myself, I 
haven't the slightest idea if Al Capone, for example, ever 
so much as had a wife, let alone’when her birthday may have been, 
and whether the mobster had any offspring and what they might 
have named their dog. 

And then I am sick and tired of cheap politicians who 
quote one statement and proceed to twist it into another meaning, 
as for example, the way Nixon quoted the Democtatio Chairman 
as saying that if Nixon couldn't live on his salary as a Senator 
he ought to quit, and then, in the next sentence, Nixon turning 
the thin around and declaring that the Democratic Chairman 
thinks only millionaires should be elected"Senators. I 
thought it equally glaring that while oalling on all candidates 
to give a financial statement over’the air as he had been 
forced to do by his own Republican Party, he thought 
Mr. Stevenson and Mr. Sparkman should do so, and if they didn't 
it whs beoause they didn't dare, —while in oalling on them to 
do this, he never mentioned Mr. Eisenhower as being in line 
for a like statement. 

I think Mr. Mixon ha& persuasion in his speeoh, the same 
kind of persuasion that so many people in the Bepbulioan Party, for 
some unknown reason, have, —persuasion with something sinister 
about*it, and somehow concealing a metallic quality of inhuman¬ 
ness that always seems to go along with politicians who set 
property rights above human, —the same type of people 
who tried to get a famous sentenoeto read, before the document 
was accepted: - "life, liberty and property instead of 
pursuit of happiness. 

Well, as must be evident by now, my eyelids are beginning 
to grow heavy and sleep is "coming down" as the local expression 
has it. 

1 “ "" f « 

It hae been such a pretty day, the Arenbourg gourds look 
so nice, and I have thought of little Miss lee so often between 
waking and now...... 
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Wednesday, September 24th, 1962. 


Memorandum; 

t 

I send along the enclosures for what they are worth 
which isn't much. 

‘ust confess to you that when I saw the envelope from 
Martha Robinson, I found myself instinctively asking myself 
what in the world she could want, since she apparantly knows 
how to write only when in need of something. I like her 
ever so much as an individual but I have scant patience with 
her refusal to write 

And adter reading her letter, I realized perfectly well that 
the real excuse for her visit isonot to find data on Philadelphia 
Nolan but to provide an entraoe for Stewart Landry who has been 
dogging me too long about coming to explore the Melrose library 
consult the Isaqo Erwin diary and so forth and so on. Little Miss 
Martha may consult the scrapbooks as long as she pleases for data 
on Miss Philadelphia, —what a name, —but Herr Landry wont get 
to first base on the Isaao Srwin diary since it is under lock and 
key in a place to which he will not have access during his visit. 

The letter from Prieud Miller was nice, —the longest I oan 
remember seeing from her a in ever so long, if indeed ever. I am 
under the impression she is at tag ends, not too entranced with 
Marlin but perhaps uncertain as to where she would like to find her¬ 
self. So far as I know, she has never been in Alaska or Australia, 
and I'm inclined to think some indistinct but exceedingly remote 
horizon is what is beckoning to her. Hers is one Qf those personalities 
that never takes root any place, therebye making it easier for her 
to fly from Chioago to Brussels, to Oxford, the Congo, Poklo, 

Shanghaii, the Caspian Sea and heaven alone knows where, —just so 
long as she never has the impression she is going to stay long in 
a place. I never heard of anyone suffering from terrestrial 
olausterphobia but I think she does, and I think she avoids 
getting very much interested in any place in which she chances to find 
herself, knowing full well that the moment she experiences the 
sensation of her roots reaching down into the soil, she oannot 
resist the impulse to be-stir herself and pull out, —and in which 
particular direction doesn't matter muoh. Poor anchorless soul 
and wearied by the tempest of the years. * 
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, I am certainly proud of nothing I have accomplished 

today. The continued drought makes it wise to keep 

hoses running and I find such employment on the tedious side. 

I had intended taking ti e out to do a little writing 
but what with hogs to be ohased out of the oanas and 
depredations to be looked into where a family of armadillos 
had been burrowing into the Phillipine lilies, I 
never did get around to so muoh as glance in Dr. Under¬ 
wood’s direction. • „ 

Second thoughts on last night's Nixon broadcast find me 
forming a strange triangle in ray mind, —Roosevelt, Hitler 
and Nixon. There was that God given quality about 
F. D. R's voice that was somehow persuasive without ever 
seeming to be. There was the hysterical fanaticism about Hittler's 
that must have-made millions of his listeners believe he was 
telling the truth, he seemed so frantio about it, although 
his knowing deceit could have foiled nobody who paused to 
think. Nixon falls somewhere between these two, - with a 
good radio voice and chicanery cloaked in seeming 
righteousness, and I have no doubt this combination of 
attributes will impress many a voter favorably. At 37 
Ax. Nixon has age in his favor for a long Journey down the 
years. I hope he never makes the White House for it is 
obvious from the type of friends he keeps, he’would make 
frantio efforts to set the clock back' , and surely that would be 

a oalamity. * " , . 

In all this business, I am a little puzzled by Mr. Eisenhower. 
1 can readily understand how he oan string along with the 
Tafts during-the campaign but it does eeem to me he is over¬ 
doing his enthusiasm over Nixon, but that may be due to poor 
direction. One up-shot of all the exoitment that floors me is 
the fact that after having done as much listening as I have, I 
still am quite in the dark about the #18,000.00 and ,• 
why it never was reported on income tax returns. I assume, 
however, that the legislative boys long ago saw to it that there 
would be ample loop holes for themselves when they drew up 
, the income tax laws. . 

— t -• * 

u n the ho e front, the ladies are as busy as bees, making 
preparations to get themselves beautified in town tomorrow 
in anticipation of taking off for South Louisiana on Friday. 

They are leaving in the morning, so Madam Regard oan be in 
Mansura by noon, and Celeste oan head out alone for New Iberia 
to get ^here before evening, for there is to be dancing in 
the strqets and no end of gaiety.- 1 Isn't it pitiful. 


L.< <»< 
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Thursday; September 26th, 1952. 


Memoiandum: 

The thing I have heard tocay ( was what Elmer Davis remarked 

in hia broadcast. I don't recall the precise wording, but 
it was to the effect that he hoped those dreadful Democrats 
really don t take away the dog given the Ndxon ohildren, as 
their papa seemed to fear when making his bank statement the 
other night. 

I put a oouple of pamphlets in this morning's mail, — 
second class. You might throw away the envelope, as-I 
pafced 908 over the address by which the item came to hand. 

You may have the Penland folder but ’I sent it along regardless. 

I know not what the Oakley pamphlet oontains but thought you 
might enjoy, turning through it. "on t bother to save either 
on my account ® 

'Vith this memo, I shall send along a few letters of no 
particular interest but they will serve to keep you informed as 
to how things rock along various pathways., 

on the plantation front, the cotton continues to*roll, but 
much of the harvesting is done by day laborers who come out 
from town each morning, transported bao t k and forth x in a 
schofcl bus which “. rounded flpom ueaven knows where, 

I must remark upon the seasonal manifestation, peculiar, 
in a way, which begins exerting itself about this time of year, 
curing July and August there is usually quite a bit of evidence 
of short tempers, perhaps on everyone's parfct, but noticeable especially 
l ?- do i n §? at f, ather ings in the honkey-tonks. With the cooling 
off of the full summer heat, there follows a succession of 
domestic squabbles that always crop up at this page of * * 
the calendar. As these days are the ones wherein the 
laborer makes or does not make a harvest of the fruits of his 
labor, it is particularly telling, —these seasonal domestic 
distrubanoes. 

An excellent case in point is the household of the Datk 
"uke. Just as cotton opened for picking, the Dark "uohess 


I 
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withdr 0 w from the family hearth. She was gone about a month, 

. oh means she did not participate in rounding up the cash 
which is so abundantly available at just this time. 

Another case is that of her sister, —Ezra’s wife and 
mama of my secretary. Ezra's family mates a crop on shares, 
the planalon alloting them so much aoreage on which they can 
raise a orop and harvest it by themselves. As the famllv 
includes several childr« old enough to plot, --my ' 

secrtary, for example, over 6 feet in heigh.t at 14, —the 

«o S ^' i i S i aC 4 tua iJ:? made Qt thQ ^vesting of the crop, and 
especiaUy is this true if the family has done all the hoeing of 

h!° P enrll ? r ^ the season. The plantation charges against 
the crop are plaoed on dusting, spraying, ploughing, etc.; 

nr ofit for V ° r ? fa J r in Suoh rantterB . the margin of 

profit for the orop maker is rather generous. At the 

Jbe pi antatlon Pays $3.00 a hundred pouds for 
Knn Ut M 16 i°J ? 0unds of eotton with its seed is required 
P S Un ? 1 ba i e * Now Just at the P0 int of harvesting, 

JJ 6 \ 00t a11 the ehildren and went to stay at Puny's 
*• al Jer heving picked but one bale oi ootton. Naturally 
the plantation cannot leave the cotton in the field, and 
Ao ? a ? laborers are set to work on the virgin staple, 

t:A h * Pi ^ in e ®2° h bal ° ooet about #46.00, you can readily 
£J ofit for the ■ iSzra family begins evaporating. 
rrodn^t?on h v th ? 0x P 0ases involved in getting the crop into 
?I2 du 2? lon be fair * *in the present case, there are other 

as $600°00 adJarZrfV 0 ? m0 ? ey adVanO0d du *ing the season, such 
afr ad y auo0d during the summer for repatts on the 

f z f a ! wreck - Q d, —and Lo.' by the time 

the account is totaled, there is mighty little nrofit for 

U ^ 6d {he 3011 a11 summer, but aJS their 

opportunity by sulking when harvest time arrived. If the 

«mn? ti8 5 8 W0Uld ° nly hurry up and sisoover a miracle drug that 
would put sbme sense into peoples heads, that would be wonderful. 

~<zra, who works at the gin, keeps on workinc bat cate 

from day .to day. Fugabou who finds himself in a like 
a.>o-tio situation reacts differently by staying drunk for davs 

It ixTO SrS'i^tS... 

L°a“L ?T ?T besinoine 

X drv ^ff h9 ? n thQ vines until the latter are completely 

fo^t] eir 1 ? ha11 dry the fruit ^ the sun and then wL them 
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Friday, September 26th, 1962. 


Memor andum: 

The lonely weath® continues with everone save the gin 
workers making the most of it, since ootton picking slacks off 
about 10 o'clock on Friday and is forgotten from then on until 
Monday. It is a striking thing that the plantation laborers 
disdain a full week's work at a time when of all season's of the 
year, there is an 8 weekSt.period when money rolls easily, in a 
way, -their attitude seenrs a little short sighted to me, but 
perhaps at the-end of the journey they will have made the jaunt 
to as much personal satisfaction as the more industrious. 

I was glad to see Ed Rand_ today. He drove up to see me this 
afternoon, having nothin in particular on his mind but merely wanting 
to ohat a little. I reckon he staid an hour or so, and we covered 
everything from his grandmother's health, which seems to be ultra 
delicate to the latest twist in pblitios, especially Republican politios, 
for 1 gater he inclines toward his other's position in that 
matter. . » - 

I welcomed his arriual, for I had just finished designing 
a new plate, --the African House,-and I was glad to turn my mind 
to something else, and Ed Rand is a stimulating conversationalist. 

I had thought of going into the woods to round up some golden rod 
for week end bouquets but l never did make it. I can do that on the 
morrow at dawning. 

And speaking of golden rod reminds me that it is a plant 
particularly devastating to most sufferers from hay fever. And 
that reminds me that the Baptist minister passed this way with 
some Texas fr-iends the other day, and I remarked upon his sniffling 
and weeping. It is seems he is'a vidtim of hay fever, and although 
I said nothing to me about it, naturally, still I was turning over 
in my o n mind that hay fever must rank as an industrial hazard for 
people in his profession. After all, most marriages and funerals 
.1 have attended in my life seem to have been pretty heavily buttressed 
with. bouquets, and this factor must present quite a problem to 
a person who devotes his life to tying marital knots and presiding 
over the last rites for the departed. Of all afflictions for 
a preacher, this seems to be about the. most annoying, 1 should 
imagine. 


I 
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There was a note from Madam Crager which I shall try to 
track, -down and enclose herewith. If yon will kindly try to 
remember her address, * shall appreciate it, for I am under 
the i pression * shall be writing her again before long, alt ough 
at the moment i can't think, just why. Perhaps it is something 
about publishing, although I think the Crager imprint would 
not suit the M fclrose manuscript precisely, but it may be 
handy to have the address regardless. I think the name 
of the street is the most hilarious I ever ran across. If 
you will pardon the pun, it all sounds so "simple'';? 

I waded through a couple more pages of The Savanah 
last night but I have again shelved it today, for the mail 
brought me volume 4 of the Churchill opus which I want" to read 
forthwith, and also to hand came the book having to do with Franklin's 
sister, which I want to dip into next, --and the Savanah,’ like 
Old Man* Bivor will always be jus' rollin’ along. 

Across the fence, I am told, the ladies were up and into 
the big road at about the same hour when they departed with 
little Miss Lee,when she departed. Long sinoe, I expect, 
before tonight s new moon was lighting the White Garden, the 
dancing in the streets of ^ew Iberia was going full tilt and 
Marie Antoinette, poor child, was trying to kid herslef into 
thinking she had found momentary happiness which, after all, 
perhaps isn t so much ersatz for her after all, since, fcf 
she meant wflat she said a while back, "dancing is one of the 
important things in life". 

An episode in politics cam up Tor disucssion during ifid Band's 
visit, and by chance J. n . mentioned the snmd matter at supper. 

James Maoleraore who sold his business for four hundred thousand 
dollars to get himself eleotod Governor b f Louisiana last year 
now admits he dumped the whole 400 thousand into his unsuccessful 
effort. And so he is now signed up with the' Eisenhower forces 
in the State and is trying to engineer Louisiana for the 
General in hopes that he may re-gain by Republican appointment 
what -he lost in his unsuccessful Democratic splurge. 

What a business this politoal hoou-pokus thing is. There 
was one remark at supper, too,' that is worth pondering on: 

t * ' . 

Did you ever stop to think that the 18,000 dollars 
of Mixon'8, is probably not a drop in the bucket when stacked up 
along what he has undoubtedly received' from a flock of sources, — 
the <# 18 , 000.00 merely being what he got caught up with. 
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Sunday, September 28th, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

PLANTATION LIFE IN LOUISIAMA 

The Melrose Scrapbook 


I guess that ought to be the title for which we have been 
casting about. Hop does it strike you. 

The weather has been pure Indian Summer this week end, and 
yet in spite of its. promise of felicity for road-running, there 
hasn t been too great a crush of pilgrims. 

Martha Bobinson with the Landrys, came Saturday morning, and 
we had a pleasant hour or two toogether, with a rather quick tour 
to begin with, followed by conversation at Yucca. 

Stewart Landry expressed hiself as having never envisioned 
anything half so wonderful as Melrose in all Louisiana. He 
and Martha prayed me to get busy and do a book on the place. I said 
nothing. They presented me with the new Landry opus, —"Plantation 
Life Along the Mississippi. The title gave me an idea. I continued 
to say nothing on that score. It was noon when they left and they chanced 
to meet J. *. at the front gate. Mr. Landry, a descendant of Josel 
Erwin, remarked upon their kinship, and both he and 'Martha 
admonished J. a . to realize Melroge is one of the wonders of Louisiana. 

After they had departed, the thought struck me that the same 
house which published the Landry volume might do a Plantation Series 
and PlM± Plantation Life in Louisiana" might just as well be 
the -second volume in the series, 

I shall write Daisey in the Dell forthwith, asking her to 
return the manusoript. There will be nobody to help me arrange 
it in proper sequenoe, but that is merely a detail, and to it, I 
shall add ttye glossy prints of the Cane River Country and the Grandpere 
plates, don t you think so. And after that, or rather before 
that, 1 shall write the publ shers of the Landry opus, —I suppose 
it may be the Pelican Press, and see what is what. 


t • 
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I'm withholding enclosures for 


addresses. 
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I was up and doing this morning at 3:30, having in mind the 
day would probably be fairly busy, and wanting to get some of the 
Sunday mail knocked off before the sun got up. I took occasion 
to aot on an idea which occured to me sometime during the night when 
I awoke to find my radio going full tilt, and broadcasting some 
silly business from a Hew Orl- ans night club. There seemed to be a 
lady master of ceremonies and during her chatter, some mention was 
made of the 150 anniversary celebration of the Louisiana Purchase. 

That was all I needed to impell me to writea letter to the 
French Am assador, along lines as indicated in the duplicate 
letter attadhed. You might remove Lestan’s nameif that seems adviesable, 
but the duplicate might be saved for eventual reference, should 
anything ever come of it. 

If Prance will dig up a Louis XIV statue, I shall get 
busy enlisting the servioes of the Hatohitoohes Times to inaugurate 
a oampaign to have the oity provide a site and the citizens to 
raise a fund for a suitable, base for the statue. 

It. is really amazing when one stops to think of it that not 
a statue exists in Louisiana for its name sake. As a starter 
to commemorate such namersakes, this move, if successful, ought 
to provide lots,of copy for various publications, I should 
imagine. I don t suppose there is any chance this idea would 
be emulated by people living in other states who might feel the 
impulse to erect statues to the name sakes of their respective 
ooramonwe lths. How let’s see how that would start, if it 
ever got going: - Maine would erect a statue to the Duo de Maine, 

Hew *ork would erect one to James 2nd, who, as brother of Charles 
2nd, was Luke of York in whose honor the colony was named. 

Pennsylvania already has plenty of statues to old Sir William Penn. 
Maryland could set one up for Queen Mary, wife of William, I guess, 
of WHiiam and -iary fame, Virginia could get going on Queen iSlizabeth, 
the Virgin Queen. I r don t know if the Carolinas were named after anybody 
named Caroline,—I guess^there was a Queen at a latter period by 
that name, but I assume Carolina is some kind of a corruption of 
Charles; and then there is one of the King Georges for Georgia to 
do something about. Gff hand, the State of Washington is the 
only other remaining unnamed State honoring an individual, but I 
suppose that State has plenty of likenesses of G. Washington, Bsquire. 

In the case of the Louisiana project, the present French Ambassador 
will have to be a, heap different from most Prenoh Governmenil officials 
I have known, if he bothers to do anything about the idea, but 
it does no harm to start the ball rolling, -hether one gets any 
cooperation or not. 

• , 

,0f course I left out Delaware as a poential statue erector, but 
that s alright. For all 1 know Hebsraska may have been a person once, too. 


Monday, September 29th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

It has been a lovely day, but even without pilgrims, it 
seems to, have been a long one, so far as gardening activities are con¬ 
cerned, with the net result that something tells me I shall not 
take long to start "resting ray eyes", after this little ohat with you. 

First off, —and I feel shame faced to mention this, - I am 
wonder ng if, between now and the 1st of February, you might 
run across a copy of Aunt Benjamin's letter for me. It has been 
so long, since I read it, and I guess the only tiem I ever did hear it 
there were so many interruptions during the Madam’s reading, that I have 
but a hazy notion of its contents. Still, I am under the impression it 
was excellent, and it occurs to me I might use it for ono of the Cane 
Hiver reflections. 

I gue88 I have outlined for you what method I propose to employ 
in doing the thing for the anniversary number of the Times. If 
not, 1 shall report that I have in mind oalling the whole piece 
-Maae ^iver Befleotions r and then break the thing'into sections, 
each section containing 3 or 4 typed pages, and numbering them 
1, 2, 3 and .so on. In this way,- there is a ohanoe that I oan toss 
off that much material on a given subject before an interruption 
knocks at my door and sends the balanoe of whatever I have in mind into 
the middle of next week. But if I make use of a vastly modified 
form, along Chrrcjiill War Me m0 ire lines, there will be no need for 
the usual continunity, and possibly the breaking up of the symposium 
into fragments-will make the whole thing more readable, too. 

The whole thing is style rather nebular in my m I nd » —what I 
shall say and how I sha 1 say it, but perhaps it will start off with 
a light discussion as to Just what Cane Hivor is and how it got that way 
geographically Perhaps the Ho. 2 section could be given over to the * 
brief statement as to why Cane ‘ l ivor is different from all other 
streams from the St. Lawrence to the *lo ‘ffande. Ho. 3 might be 
something about early colinzation. Ho. 4 light be given over to a 
couple of Lri^f aspects on white civilization along the river, - and 
Aunt enjamin s letter ought to be just the checker to demonstrate the 
better side of ante bellum culture. The rest of the business will 
unroll from that point, and end up with some personal remarks about 








From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS. $M~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




5695 




5696 


v rious personalities, sucn as the ^adam's and a sampling of 
the straws<in the wind to See whioh way thl river is going from 
here on out. 

But please don t let te Aunt Benjamin thing worry you, I 
nm under the improsfiion you may have a copy of it. If you have, 
and could let me have a .copy by the 1st of February, that would be 
ample time, If you don t have it, or if it will not be likely 
you will be able to got^at it by the 1st of February, just play I 
didn t say anything. I can easily enough oite some other example 
of Pfudhomme doings to make the point I have in mind, —or, I con 
even ohane my mind, , 

I have given some thought today regarding Pelican Press doing 
our book, I think I see a few advantages, in that the Pelican might 
push the- thing with greater vigor in the ^»ulf States area than would 
tie salesmen of a> larger publishing house located outside the Gulf 
area, and since the major portion of sales will be in Texas, -Louisiana 
and Mississippi the amount of sales might te favorable to those 
larger trans-Gulf corporations possessed of longer new titles 
or rather longer lists of'now publications. Perhaps all this 
is wishful thinking, but perhaps, on the other hand, there is some 
reasonablefiguring in such pondorings, For all I know, Pelican 
may not be interested anyway, but I have written uaisey in the Bell 
to send the manuscript regardless, and we shall eventually see what wo 
sha 1 see. I have also written *artha ^obinson, asking her for the 
address of Pelican, __and for all * know, Stewart Landry may somehow 
be associated with the concern. I think I didn t do much of a 
thumbnail sketch of him or his wife. They were°alright, sort of 
50-ish and vastly interested in white civilization of the ante bellum 
period, I suppose it was Pelican, perhaps, who published The 
.Boston Club and what was that other thing of -Landry's, oh, yes. 

The °ult of Equality, which is just as near the opposite of anything 
I would do about people of color as any one oould stir up. Perhaps 
Mr. "andry needs some education about people of color, —so many 
people living' in Louisiana do, 

Prom the terse note from the Picayune, you will notice the 
"flying saucer" bus ness will get a ! going over on Sunday, October 12th. 
We know what the illustrations may be like, —at least, I assume we 
do, but what te text is going to set forth, I have no idea, and I 
shudder to think of what la Holloman may or may not have contrived when 
she made the final lioks at the initial manuscript which was dictated 
to her in large measure in the midat of much hubbub. 

* « 

This must make might dull reading and I apologize for same, 

And let *unt benjamin be dull, too’, so far as giving you the slighfcst 
worry until one day, four months hence, you chance to stumble over her,- 
and if you don't, it's still perfectly alright. 


Tuesday, September 30th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Thirty million times would he altogether inadequate to 
say how surprised.and entranced I was to find your most elegant 
letter of Thursday, together with a registered package, coming 
in perfect condition, in this morning's post. 

How sweet of little Miss Lee to remember Afenbourg 
so raagnificiently, an£ o -othing or other in that direction is 
going to unfold in some mighty pretty fashion as a result, 
whaa with planting ti -e ust in the offing, but as to Just 
what form it will take, I haven t as yet decided. But I shall 
' be going into detail on that peint one of these days,' as I 
am already making preparations for a dozen different undertakings 
as soon as J ack Frost has made a round and the November rains have 
softened the metalio condition of the soil. In the 
mean time, how much pleasure I am going to experience as I 
rest for a few moments from my daily chores and find time to 
envision what next will be on the docket. 

It was so noble of you to make the transcript, and, frankly, 

I am floored by the extent of the article which 1 had not 
realized was so long. Perhaps, in glanoing at in in print 
form, I missed a few columns when estimating the extent of the 
thing, 

t , ! 1 f . ,. - v 

I am picturing you ohained to your desk contending with the 
work at a time when you might have been on a frolic in the 
open air. In a way, I imagine an exouse to get out of going 
had a touch of the genuine desire to be alone for an evening, 
but' if only there hadn t been all the labor attached to the 
evening when sheer rest would have been so timely. 

And while I think of it, —and let me hasten to mention it 
right now, —please don t pay any attention to the Aunt Benjamin 
transcript, for I shall°not need it after all, and I hope this 
letter, traveling hard on the heels of the one that went forward 
today, will reaoh you before you have completely passed out at the 
thought of having to look up the letter mentioned ifi 
yesterday's memo. 
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Under most pleasant oiroum&tanoes, 1 had a conference 
with Editor ^nningham 'this morning and no discussed the 
whole matter of the article, as to scope. I gathered he 
had been giving the matter thought, following a desire on the 
part of a feature writer to do the Joyous Coast neighborhood. 

That delighted me, although A had simply inferred that possibility 
as he spoke on some matter. He then asked me how much : of the 
river I wanted to do, and 1 told him I preferred sticking to home 
base as much as possible, although I should be glad to encompass 
the whole stream if that would be to his liking. He said 
he didn t want me to trim my impulses in the slightest degree, 
and thaC I*could have the whole thing if I wished it. Naturally 
I said I would be content with concentrating on just this 
bend of the river. And so I shall not need the Aunt Benjamin 
business but like an old hen, half resting in the dust and 
flicking her feathers full of loose soil, I can scuffle around 
in the ^elrose earth and kick up a few morsels of dirt that will 
annoy a few readers, delight a few, and go over the heads of most,— 
after which, like’ the well self-dusted ohioken, 1 can stand up 
and shake my feathers and get on with the next problem. 

The Mayor came in for a little chat and threatened to call 
on me one of these fine Indian Summer evenings, but Ci arles and I 
got our heads together again on one o two other projects and I 
spoke to him about the idea of a statue of Louis *lt for Natchitoches. 
He was knooked over, as he said, when it dawned on him for the first 
time that Louisiana had never had a statue of its name sake, but 
said he wondered how in the world the thought had come to mo since 
it appnrantly had never dented any pther brain. I told him it probably 
had occured to millions of people but that nothing had never'been done 
about it. n e said he w s quite sure that he was not among the 
millions who had thought of it, but was resentful at himself for 
never having considered something whioh on the face of it was so 
obvious a basio thing, fitting alike for "atohitoohes and Louisiana, n 
He assured me that whenever A wanted to undertake anything- to 
further the Louis *1V business through the coluraes of the Times, 
as many oolumes for as long as I wanted them would be mine, all 
of which l thought very nice of him. On leaving, I received a 
copy of the sectibn of the paper of this week oarrying the article 
about the Grandpere plate, and I shall, enclose it herewith. I 
haven t read it and so am a little hazy about what I put « 
into ft, there has been so muoh stuff knooked off on thie key- 
blard during the Intetira. 

' w/\ , -I f 

Tonight 3d. Morrow, broadoasting from atop the CBS building, 
remarked upon the big moon over the metropolitan area, so I 
know you are having fine weather, too. The same silvery moon is 
over the white garden and thoughts very shortly will be traveling 
from there in the direction of the same metropolitan area, carrying 
plenty of telepathic messages to little Miss -uee who has made my day 
so happy. 


5698 



Wednesday, Odctober 1st, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Mr. Hamilton seems to be getting no end of mileage-to his 
credit these days,* 

In a letter from la Storm, w ioh as _y*t I have not been able 
to decipher, is this likeness of the first Secretary of the Treasury, 
and I can think of nothing that would be better than to have 
it invested in an evening's outing for little Miss Lee. 

A expect I shall be able to get the i.torm letter de-coded 
on the morrow, and it will follow along in my next. L didn't want 
to wait to send A»ron Burr's victim along with it, however,-as I felt 
the sooner it reached little Miss Lee, the sooner she might 
find some ocoaslon to make use of it. 

Aside from listenig to Clare Booth "Tokio Rose" Luce on 
the radio last night, I devoted the balance of my waking hours to 
the Mark Van Loren biography of Benjamin Franklin's sister. 

Perhaps the reader tends to make the book a little on the dull 
side, perhaps the text is a little dull, —and yet what is 
really the situation, the listener is probably a bit on the dull 
side. Of this, I must say for the book, it has a great deal 
of material about which Iknew nothing, and the detailed account 
it gives of the poverty of the Franklin family, its shiftlossness, 
its tuberoulosis afflictions and its insanity forms a drab pattern 
for a background which somehow, although not in this volume in partioar, 
Benjamin Franklin appears in even more brilliant oolors. Everything 
about the correspondence between him and his sister indicates how 
kind he was to his family and how generous he was in helping 
them, and one come to the oonolusion as one progreses with the reading,— 
I'm about half through, that this "first civilized Amerdoan" had 
a heart as big as his brain, and heven knows the latter was-exceptional. 

You will find the enclosed letter from Mrs. Sterling to contain 
several points of interest. I shall write her that 1 am glad she 
shared some of her problems with me, sinoe "misery loves company", and 
from what she has to say, 1 take it that problems concerning a 
publioly owned shrine are not unlike those confronted on ocoaslon 
by those devoting a degree of eiffection .on the privately owned ones. 

I think I shall be able to arrange a rather large gathering to 
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hear her, lecture in Natchitoches, and since I shall not attend, I 
shall look forward to seeing her either on her way to town or 
on her way hack, to St. Franaisville. 

While I think of it, —and this is really at any old time 
between now and February, I wonder if you could locate the film 
of St. Augustin's Church, —the one taken from this side of 
the river, showing mighty little of the Church, save its steeple, but 
giving grand reflections of the trees in the water, I. thought 
this view might lend itself nicely as an illustration for 
"Cane Biver Beflections", « 

X i. c * 

As the copy will not be turned in before February, there is no 
rush about .this print, and the print itself needs to be of no 
particular size, for one that is 3 by 4, or some such will be quite 
adequate. I have the 8 by 10 inch one in my Christmas book of 
M elrose, but I don t like to remove any,of those prints, for while 
it undoubtedly wpufd be returned, I don t want to take a chance, — 

I love my books and their leather bindings so much, and turn through 
them so often, and as much, I-suspect because of the feeling I 
have that they are iAiss Lee's doings as much as for what the 
pictures themselves portray. 

This morning's dawn was so wonderfully clear that i found 
added zest in marching up the road for a little work and a little 
pondering at Arenbourg,-wanting to contemplate the i pending 
birthday festivities a little, —and slap on the spot. I 
found some two or four legged animal had brushed against the gourds 
and had knocked one on to the ground. I accordingly brought it 
back to I ucca and have left it on the cistern top at the end of the 
front gallery where the sun has shone on it all day, and although 
it s premature for it to be off the 'Vine, I'm hoping it may dry out 
nicely, an,d if so, that will be well in advance of its brothers and 
sisters lingering on the home base. 

■‘‘ate this afternoon, I dropped by to see u*adam Hegard for a-' 
few minutes, —the first time 1 had seen her' since her return 
from ilansura. She seems about as spry n3 usual, but says she is 
inclined to get tired easily. This tiredness is noticeable in an 
occasional word or phrase, as when she spoke to me about a priest 
I had met recently, She said he was in the under current, - a bit 
of news that 1 took without batting an eye lash, but was puzzled by 
the word until, through subsequent conversation, * learned he had 
come from Poland and had been active during the last six months of 
the war in underground work. 

• 

I had such a delicious musicals last night, and what with 
thermometer and moon being both so high tonight again, I think 
I shall indulge in another.. 


Thursday, October 2nd, 1952. 


Lleraor andum: * 

Thare's little or nothi.ng of interest in this letter, 
save reference to the enclosures, ,a couple of which I think you 
will find intesting. . ' 

La Storm, living up to her name, is certainly a sight, 
paddling around in the young hurricane she described as 
having blessed South Carolina with a heavy dew • J 7 *™ 
the ch.v°ical courage to disdain the elements as she jogs on 
toward 81, she really must have been possessed of a tremendous 
spirit when in her ? rime. .But perhaps for some x 

prime of life doesn t taper off as it does for the major! y. 
think the madam, for example, held to her full vigor 
was nearlv 70. In fact there never was.any tapering off, — 
simply one day she was possessed of all her strength and enthusias , 
and the next day she wasn t, and it never came back. 

Perhans la Storm will be like that, for the.way she is 
fly.ng about the country woulo seem to indicate that sne suffers 
not at all from any diminution of her faculties. 

it is kind of her to invite me tq South Carolina. fJatu-ally 
I shaU nof accept, but invitations are pleasant whether accepted 
nr re -’acted and I shall of course respond to the matter 
in *uch a way as to suggest that acceptance is to be anticipated,— 
a U?Ue lSifw-nich in the end, will turn out to be much later. 

Tf r o Brandon’s letter is as nice as ever. Do you reckon she 
her self"typed it. If so, she surely must be improving. I reckon 

I ran through some of the clippings which came in Both 
envelope 0 from Dora and la Storm. It would 3eem that ^rchibald 
' Butledge is definitely on the Bisenhower band wagon, which in a way 
isn Q t surprising, since most planters are. 

As for Dora's clipping about.the restoration of Versailles, I 
was of course much inteferted. I gather the writer of the article may 


I 
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not have known much about the actual needs of the Chateau, since 

the roof seemed to be the main thing mentioned. If memory 

serves me correctly, a new ,roof was put on the big chateau in 

the 1930's. That was carried on through the gift of John ■ u . Rockefeller 

who restored the little farm of -larie Antoinette at the same 

time. I remember so well the great steel girder that went 

slep through lime, de Pompadour's private salon on the floor 

above the state apartments of t .e bi<_. chateau, __ a n item that 

was introduced, so 1 was told, to give proper support to the 

new roof then being completed. I hope the thing didn't wear 

out in ten years, —the roof, I mean, but if it did, perhaps the 

girder will have worn out, too, and some method may be found to 

eliminate it entirely, — I hope. 


One of the Reverend Fathers from across the river called on 
me this morning.. The purpose of his visit was to inquire if 
the Graudpere plates would be here in time for the bazaar on 
Saturday. I allowed as how I thought Grandpere would be in all 
readiness. I even went a step farther, rolling six dozen 
of thpm slap into his lap, after which I presented him with a 
package which was merely another Grandpere, properly wrapped with 
the wall bracket attached, asking him to accept the*thing as 
a gift for the rectory which seemed to delight him. As 
there will be.no re-order on the Grandpere plate, I suppose 
that design, more than any of the others, wi 1 become a real 
collectors item. How odd if this sheet of paper, surviving 
a hundred years, should come to the attention of a collector 
of C a ne Hiver lore, and the latter make a pilgrimage to St. 

Augustin s rectory to find the last surviving example of 
Grandpere 1 s ."flying saucer". 

If you have had an opportunity to hmr 2d Morrow-these last 
- two ni'hts, you will have been as impressed as was I that 
so much time has been taken up by a gentleman named Richie or 
some such, doing a re-hash of the day's base ball ^ame. All the 
white folks living in this area whom 1 know are well acquainted 
wit the na/nes and biographies of all the players on both teams 
which undoubtedly would enable them to comprehend what .ir. Richie 
is talking about, the identity of the participants mentioned, and 
so on. But the killing thing about t-he thing is that 
the sports enthusiasts I know in this area are not at all interested 
in news casts of Rd. Morrow, —or anybody else, I guess, since baseball 
seems the one and all consuming event of the day appealing to them, 
with the result that you and I who are perhaps on the dumb side about 
the finer points of baseball get the whole thing unreeled on the 
Morrow program, and those who could understand the lingo of the 
game never tune in on Mr. sorrow. Viewed from either angle, Mr. 
Richie's efforts seem to be love's labor lost". 
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Friday, ootober 3rd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Wednesday air mail in today's post. 
There was a flock of other t ings, some of which I read by 
hit or miss method, reserving your letter for a confidential 
secretary, both on acoount of the confidential nature of the 
reader and also because it is pleasant to hear him end up 
with "Love, Three". 

But "the best made plans of mice and men" went astray, for 
just as we were mid point in^your letter, much hooping and 
racket gave fair warning that the Wenks were approaohing Yucca 
in force, and so, half read, your epistle went into the arraoir 
where it will remain undisturbed until the morrow, thus 
guaranteeing me a pleasant chat with you regardlss as to how 
much other hurly-burly developee. 

My morning wasn't so bad, what with the wen her, even as 
your8 in the country, as mentioned in your letter, was perfect. 
But I should have knocked- wood when recently I reported the 
absence of any crush of pilgrims, for my entire afternoon was 
cramped full of them, one batch treading hard on the heels of 
thepnes just ahead, so that by the time first dark arrived and 
the secretary with it, I was ready to call it a day, somehow 
not anticipating the sudden on-slaught of tanks, which just 
about put the finishing touch on the enervation section. I 
think Sister was not drunk but merely in one of her completely 
wacky mental states. She had all her big guns trained aoross the 
fence, denouncing the ladies in that direction with such 
brick-bats as"That God damned old son of a bith, Madam Regard, 
she's rotten to the core" and, so on and so forth, and the whole 
thing relative .to nothing obvious to the naked eye. And as 
though to intensify these pyrotechnics, ’her youngest brother,, 
the ex-groom, sat at table, talking with some affability to 
the clerk apd speaking not to much as a "Godd evening" to 
Ben and me. It was all very civilized, the whole business, 
as you can readily picture, impelling one to ponder on.what 
is more wearing that having to live with lunatics. , 

1 a a.1 maa* aa Qipri o 3 j v m 

OX • * \ ® n i 'j % t v. - ' ,014 « 
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So far as-Sister’s reaction to me was, I must say it 
was as revolting at the opposite end of the emotional scale 
as her insane attacks on poor Madam Regard, for I was loaded 
down with a huge angel (of all things) food cake, and no end of 
other edables, - fancy cheese, bottled something or other and 
canned heaven knows what. I'm a fool when it comes to 
gifts from such a source and as soon as quiet had returned 
to this bend of the river by the .Yenk withdrawal, I made the 
mpst of tne full moon and be-took myself across the cotton fields 
to set to it all the food when to some of my negro friends 
who could use it to advantage and who didn't havi to know about 
the taint put on it so far as I was concerned by the association 
with tne donner. 


nut eno gh of all this unpleasantness. The pilgrims today were 
pleasant if too plentiful, —Texas, South Carolina and South Dakota 

A ? d lir * and “ irs * Uhnrles Wood drove down 
from atchitoches to invite me to have dinner with them in town 
any date I would name, Haturally I‘didn’t name any, and shall 
devote myself -to thinking up reasons between now and the middle of 

I 6 ??-® 8 t0 shn11 have t0 P ut off the - dinner until after 

the holidays.. The Woods are so kind but so incapable of 
comprehending that I really prefer to close my door on the 
world after, sun down to commune a little with that lady of 

orthe d beard lUle reading and writin S . followed an early folding up 

Before this late date, I should have called for your 
opinion concerning the enclosed picture of the African House. 

•hat with th6 intensity of the light and shade, plus the 
generai composition, it is tne best picture I have ever seen 
of tne African.House. Isn’t it a pity the cancellation 
mams appearslap in the most noticeable part of the photo. 

It was taken by a expert photographer associated with the 
Veteran s Administration, and although I have several times 
attempted contact with him for re-prints, I have been unsuccessful 

know^where^the^ilm^f ^th? ’ h ? s . suffered « relapse and nobody 
Rnows where the .film of this picture may be found. I had 

mat I V i a f ge ? na ’ P Qrha PS 12 by 16, and placed under a 

mat,, which I had in mind presenting to Miss n 6 e at some 

appropraite time, and that I have sodu're in my armoir but 
as between the time that likeness was achieved and the effort to 
secure, a perfect copy in thie post card size, the poor'man 

reference**and f of yo^to* 

^ in - 

. 1 


u ’ ,Val -3 JO'Jl. o'.v uu:.3h_ A j 
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Sunday, October 5th, 1S52. 


Memor andum: 

Save for a Saturday night hurly burly at supper, the week 
end has been perfect in weather, peeple and peace. 

The Wenks blew in while we were at supper. Sister was 
apparently quite off. Hattie the cook had been to Cloutierville 
in the afternoon whdre they both had probably had a few snorts. 
Sister said she was vastly distressed because she had just 
learned "fron somebody in Cloutierville'’ that I had so up-set 

J. n. on Monday and Tuesday, perssuading him to fire the cook, tha 
J. H. hadn't been able to eat any food for two days. Imagine. 

But fortunately Saturday nights don t last forever, and 
peace returned after the tribe headed out for Shreveport. 

: 

The clerk, with wife and child, and Frances Henry came 
down for dinner today, and'with Ben and me, dined across the fence, 
to celebrate the dual birthday of Madam Regard and J. H. 

Madam Regard was so happy to show us the cards she had received 
and declared the one from you was the lovliest both because of 
the beauty of the cord and the one who sent it. You would 
have been touched by the pleasure your message gave her. Heed 
I add that I concurred. 

I was mildly usrprised at what the ladies had to report 
on their return from Ohurch. They said that after the priest 
had concluded saying High'Mass, he admonished his parishoners 
when attending the bazaar tonight to give especialy thought 
to the St. Augustin plates, urging them to buy them not 
only for their own homes but for their children and for their 
relatives no longer living on Cane River. Advertisements of this 
nature from the pulpit strike a new note so far as my limited 
•experience is concerned but in the present instance, I must 
say I am not opposed to publicity from the pulpit. 

* •» '• 

Late this afternoon,' I made a round of the persimmon trees 
to find the dry weather had just about finished them off, save 
in a few isolated places where the shade of other trees had 
afforded extra protection from the prolonged heat. 1 put 
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a couple in a familiar tin box and will send them along with 

the same mail that takes this letter. You can readily throw away 

the outer wrapping, for I put the box in a paper saok, so 

it could be easily managed, after the wrapping had been tossed into 

the trash basked. 

I tucked in the cone of a grandiflor magnolia from Arenbourg, 
too. 'I fear all the lovely little red seeds will probably 
shell off‘in transit, but yOu will perhaps find a few of them 
in the bottom of the box. It has always seemed to me they exude 
a slight perfume if held for a moment or two in the closed 
palm, but that may be sheer imagination. 

Just as I was starting for dinner on Saturday, I met 
none other that Irma Sompberyac Willard on the gallery. She had 
been in Natchitoches to spend Friday night with her sifter 
and was ‘on her way back to Baton Rouge. She brought mo 
a little booklet which I shall try to attach to the persimmon 
package. She said she had received nquirios from *aris 
regarding the A B G section that is in the back of the boot, — 

I believe the last three pages, as it seems several eduoators 
want to make use of thd material. But as I have no one to turn 
through it for rad at the moment, i seem much in the dark 
as to its value or even its nature. Don t bother to save it, 
as I shall not find any opportunity to tflrn through it. 

It seems that in Natchitoches she had heard about the Gane 
River Country plate and had hoped she could get a few for 
Christmas presents for various people in different sections of 
the country. 1 could let her have a "dozen which seemed to please 
her no end. She is returning to Uatchitoches on the week end 
of November 2nd and hopes she may get some more, but I doubt 
if there will be any at that tilde, for the 24 dozen originally 
ordered have about played out, and if I were to re-order a few, 
they would scarcely be here before the 1st of -Deoember. 

t • 

Naturally through my m ind, running at cross currents, is or 
are Robina's admonition about going slow and what may happen 
as a result of the Times Picayune article a week from today. 

Perhaps nothing will happen as a result of the article, and if so, 

I shall at least not find myself shame-faced, for what with the 
items reaching the vanishing point, a sudden spurt of interest 
would Just about sweep the holding shelf clean. 

And so the week end turns and Brooklyn won again, and sin.e 
the weather permitted ball playing, I take it you may >. ,va bJen 
,•1-- t ; u of ozo n«s _a « Be 'a-. iCi.i -'trdtiis cr scr-t tuoh, I 
hhope. 


/ 
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Monday, Ootober 6th, 1952. 


Memorandum: , « , 

What -ith yesterday's high in the 90's and today's in the 50's, 
it really seems quite bitter. . 

Just after I had finished Sunday's Memo, one. of the Reverend 
Fathers tapped at my door, i'he bazaar was still going full tilt 
and I take it the Grandpere plates were rolling, for the priest 
asked if they might have one hundred more. I had only three 
dozen, but was glad to turn them over to the "gentleman of the 
doth". 

I had rather expected somebody or other from the Rectory 
would get over this way today, but I reckon they must be 
too busy counting their in-take to venture out of doors, what 
with the chill weather obtaining at the moment. 

I saw Bill Jonesat the Post Office, “e said he had, bought 
one plate and later, giving the matter a little more thought, 
had gone back to get another or two but found that segment 
of the bazaar "washed up", so he a sumedthat partiular booth had 
been swept clean. If it-has, so much the better, if not, 

I shall be glad to take over whatever is left, for 8 
or 10 people have asked me for one or more, and it is possible 
the Pioayune flurry may call forth a demand for a few. Then, 
too, the festivities of the.centenary, planned for Spring, 
will undoubtedly call for further merchandise of this 
special bracket, so there's no .dan er-of having any 
excessive hold over of this br nd of raerc.iauuiae. Ix 
tj;c oic "i,c V gt- wj.be Ue wX'k.'i Wt i.i ii i.i t 1a r V't i.1 , 

\j.i_ the Grandpere p episode m j b- rapped up as having 
approached satisfaction all around. 

I was glad to see Mrs. Howard tliis afternoon. She brought 
a friend, Lucille Simmons, with her. Both ladies are 
quite civilized, and Mrs. Simmons spoke of her son3, who must 
bo in the 16 or 17 year bracket, and apparently are possessed of 
the same keen interest in what goes on in the world as their mother. 
Mrs. Howard turned out to be rather different in appearance and 
personality from what I reoalled. .1 believe her first visit 
came on the heels of a couple of tours Just concluded when she 
arrived for her initial visit, and I suppose it was I, not she, who 
was a bit on the enervated side. Today she reminded me a 
little of the lady doctor,, but I must say she doesn't parallel 



I 
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Ootober 7th, 1952 


Madam Woraley, since, I gather, Mrs. Howard is a devotee of Mary Baker 
Eddy. It was Mrs. Simmons who brought that fact to tho surfaoe, 
since, like so many Eddy-ites, Mrs. Howard seemed a little 
diffident about speaking of it, and- like so mnnv others of 
her faith, seemed vaguely surprised when I didn't denounce her 
for her belief. She- seemed to find it almost unbelieve able that 
I should have "Science and Health " on- records but when 
I told her they were read by the same deader Brown who broadcasts 
the oston Saturday services, she seemed convinced but still 
puzzled that anyone would enjoy reading tho Eddy Bible if they 
weren t commutcants. She fairly beamed when she heard me- 
say I-felt that one of the most remarkable women Hew ■ c *ngladd 
ever produced was Mary Baker Eddy, while Mrs. Simmons, 
obviously not in the Eddy camp, inclined to frown a little. Then 
I went on to opine that if, indeed, Mrs. Eddy was one of the 
greatest successes £ her sex brought forth in Hew England, 

I must hasten to add that I thought a close second was Lydia 
Pinkham, manufacturer of-"pink pills for pale people", — 
at which Mrs, Simmons criejl out with merriment and peor Mrs. Howard 
seemed more puzzled than before the first clouds of doubt had 
given way to a beam of hope and satisfaction. 


Memorandum: 

I . J • * 

The Weather Bureau says its cold, and I'm inclined to 
believe them. 

The post wasn't much today, but'I did find the'enclosed letter 
from Carolyn interesting. 

Although I shall not tell her so, I don't mind confiding to 
you that perhaps the chief value of her contact with Mr. Pratt, 
which, I must say, she established with remarkable speed after I 
had written her on that score, --the chief value comes from the 
fact that through Carolyn I may be able to get a couple of 
magazines to do something about the Audubon-0akley business, which 
seems to me important. It's odd how something like the Audubon- 
Oakley matter should get a little attention in small newspapers 
and somehow escape tho big publications. I'm inclined to 
think that many an Editor may not have heard much about Audubon to 
begin with, and in the second place, I'm convinced nobody has 
approached any 'Of the big publications with the proper slant 
on the subject. With Carolyn's oamer^to record some of the doings 
down yonder, 'the story can be presentoo not as a bird sanctuary, but 
what the nation can do by way of creating a lovely p and 
saving an historic shrine by various means, including the 
use of convict labor which especially in the deep South haB 
too ong been concentrated on piddling on second class road work 
or frittering away energies on cane fields to no particular 
point or purpose. 

Through the connection with M r s. Sterling, —and I shall 
stir that bit of ember from time to time, I think a story 


Quite aside from its historic attributes, the true value of 
Melrose (when the lunatics are absent) is the opportunity 
it affords the pilgrim to pause momentarily and so catch 
his spiritual and intellectal breath. I have long 
felt that in the field of Psychiatry as in the realm of 
Journalism, the same catch-phrase might truly be'applied; 

"Give people the light and they will find their own way". Some¬ 
times at; Melrose the average individual, withdrawing momentarily 
from the hurly-burly of the swirl of every day life, oan 
momentarily perceive a truer perspective of life and his relation 
to the rest of the univorse, —and one suoh glimpse on his own 
part is worth a billion diotums f om storied tomes and 
pedant strictures. Tho 600 mile trip from Dallas to Melrose 
and back, just to spend a couple of hoursout of the surge 
of the main stream of daily doings, seems like an investment of 
time and energy of questionable value, but as they departed both 
Indio8 declared their visit to have provided them with more than 
they could set forth in words, and since they wore the ones to 
expend the energy and were pleased with the results then far beit 
from me to question their investment policy. 

I fear this is a mighty dull memo,, but peri a s tomorrow 
will bo better.. 
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Hooiety and perhaps Audubon-Oakley with a couple chips of 
porcelain on historical matters, which should be nice for everybody 
and at the same time ta*e the opportunity to survey the neighborhood 
at a quick glance, introduce Carolyn to the plantation people 
and the graveyard, and so return here at the cfose of a busy day, lea 
leaving Carolyn to snap the p ctures for stories that might 
be acceptable to several publications. All this is purely 
nebular on ray part at the. moment, but I shall start a few 
wheels turning gradually, so that the whole project will be in 
good running order, should there be occasion to jump aboard in 
the Spring, at which time, if Carolyn is lost in some other directio 
there will still be amplereason for me to carry through some sort 
of a.program, and if, by some miracle’, Carolyn should keep her 
appointments, then that would be just so much gravey, 

t ’ 

, Her reference to the "fflying Saucer" story may be well under¬ 
stood by little Miss Lee, if it hasn t been discussed by -‘emo as 
yet. l don t recall if I did'or'did^not mention that I 
tucked a pa?agraph into my last letter to Carolyp, remarking 
that if the Bicayufiestorip goes over neatly, we might use it as 
the basis for a sightly more extended subjoot for magazine 
purposes. Apparantly he idea struck her as being not impossible. 

My thought was that if-the Picayune found the subject matter 
had sufficient general interest to publish, the same might be 
the case in other magazines, —illustrated ones, so'that in 
cooking up the thing, we would have occasion to reproduce the 
plates to demonstrate what fa tale was all about, -and, of course, 
it is -he publicity for the plates that is the point of the whole 
busine ss. 

How the Editors of any of the pictorial magazines handle the 
etory is a matter of no interest to our side, but simply that 
they give ample space to the porcelain creations, dou t you 
thinkCebeste very kindly urged me to attend a little eandwich and 
cnampagno party she is giving, i suppose, right now, but was considerate 
in not pressing for my presneo. I don t know the people too well. - 
incluaing the-«everened P -thers, i suppese, and some of the uLnganolia 
widows, ana naturally i shold much prefer being slap here 
for it Is nice and cosey, butaine and all, and there are a few lot ers 
to write and a onaptor or two rbout The davanah 1 Drefor exclorin* 
to staggering around in chit-chat with nice people'but those who 
moan nothing to me so far as giving over an evening which would 

0 ”n P firoside 0nOUth bUt n0t nonrly 80 rauch fun aa bein S by one's 

... Brooklyn which i honed would win, did not, but actually 

like the chamnagne and sandwiches, I'm not distressed either way...... 



±IW. 


Wednesday, October 8th, 1952. 


Memorandum: * 

How nice to find your fat envelope in 'this morning's post. 

J -■ - • - • - * u ' • '* t - 

although i ha’d written you not to bother to make the transcript, 

I mus confess to you that actually, when I decided to do just the 
mulatto section of the river, Y still yearned for the letter, for 
although I had originally planned to.use it in the Bermuda 
section of the article, I thought it would be so nice to insert it 
in the Melrose section, quoting from it to show what type of 
liternture : having to do with section of the river appealed most 
to the Madam. Thanks to your industry, this is now possible, —if 
I can just find somebody to read it in its entirity to me, and I 
am doubly happy about your promptness, because this effort on 
your prt, arriving before my cancelling letter, now will make 
the article mean so much mord to both of us since we shall both 
have labored on it together. 

And thanks so much for being so characertstically thoughtful 
as to give me the page number in Old Louisiana wherein Lyle sets forth 
some particulars about the matter, and also for the particulars as 
revekled by the obituary. You are so inexhaustible in thinking 
such kindnesseses slap through to the end, and it means so much 
to me. • 

I know just what you were talking about when you Said the 
thermometer was at 40 and that meant scuffling around in the moth 
ball department. It was 40 this morning here, too, and I 
rustled around to find a mighty pretty sweater that had come to 
me from little Miss Lee, and which was just the checker in my 
out of door activities until the sun got well over the horizon and 
made-me shed it until late this evening when I was standing around 
running water on plants that looked cold enough without having 
dampness added to their status, but the grourid is so dry they 
will be glad of the moisture on the morrow, when we are promised 
warmer weather as a respite. 




/ 
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There was quite a wail from M r s. Holloman in this morning's 
post but as the letter contained some data she asked me to 
transcribe for my own file, I simply sent back the whole 
letter. She took me to task on two points, --first because I had 
released the plates and second because she had learned from 
Mrs. Hand that I had sent Mrs. White a print of the pot. 

As for the first matter, —release of the plates, I had written 
her several mouths ago on this point, explaining at the time 
that the reason 1 was anxious in getting the publication date of 
the Picayune thing, in which she had inserted the line $hat the 
plates had not been released, that if the Picayune didn t hurry 
up and publish the article, it would be out-dated, since I was 
planning a release both in town and for the St. Augustin fair. I 
reckon she never got my letter, or perhaps it came at some time or other 
when she was distracted, and yet 7 , as * recall, she later mentioned 
something about altering the sentence in the article so that it 
would read that after original creation of the first plate, it 
had not be considered as an item for general sales, but, in case 
the demand for the item increased, such a change in status would 
be effected. Be that as it may, she didn t seem to remember all 
this and screamed. As for the pot busineSs, I don fl t see that 
that matter is any concern of hers, .after all, we paid for the 
prints and the - filme, and that ought to make it ours, i should 
think. But of course what really got into her hair was the fact 
that “rs. Hand probably took delight in sticking a pin into her, 
since Mrs. - 7hite refused to receive the Hollomans, her husband's 
law partner, following the latter divorce and remarriage, and iadan 
Hand always gets a certain sadistic pleasure in taking a swing 
at la Holloman. I don t recall if 1 ever mentioned whence 
came the pot, --and thfit was nobody's business to begin with, but 
if I thought of it ht all when -trs. uolloman was here, 1 probably 
avoided any mention whatsoever, since I..realized the name 
of Mrs. White, as donuer, would excite no vast happiness on the 
Holloman side. Thie is of no consequence, the whole thing, but * 
mention it as an example of the curious twists that some people 
can try to'contrive to make themselves momentarily diestressed. 

I'm so glad you like tho idea of 7 the Quatorae statue 
for some place in Louisiana, and especially Hatchitoches. I 
haven t heard from the Ambassador as yet, but will of course 
keep you advised. 

I haven't heard from the Keverend fathers from across the river 
as yet. Celeste told me this morriing they were at her party last 
night but had been too busy to check on the affiirs of the bazaar 
as yet. *nd of couree I can readily understand that, in view of 
the social demands imposed upon the clergy. ... 
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, Thursday, October 9th, 1952, 


Memorandums 

How nice to'find your Sunday letter, so pleasantly ample, 
in today's post. 

Eow glad I am to know tha your sent along the transcript 
of Aunt Benjamin's letter before you found my cancellation 
in the post, hard on the request of my initial request. i?or 
now that I am to concentrate on the Melrose segment of the 
river, I shall find it much to my satisfaction to be able to 
quote from this letter, as a prize example of the type of 
Jane Biver literature that Miss Cammi,e liked best. A c ain 
my blessings on your brow for your nobility in providing me 
with this, and if tho article is any good at all, I shall 
like it better because you have contributed so heavily. 

I got some of my mail disposed of by thfesor that 
passing pilgrim, but, of course, saved your letter for 
the confidential secretaries, one of who came just before 
supper. I road a portion of your letter at that sitting, 
thinking the other would be here on ray return from the- 
big house and would dash through the balance, slap to the 
"Love, Throe" department, but ho must have got lost on the 
way, and thus 1 am guaranteed the pleasure of a further chat 
with you on the morrow. 

»nd may 1 thank you for passim along so many interesting 
details about what is going on relative to tho restoration 
undertakings at V rsailles. I am so glad to have these details, 
and am wondering if this shouldn't provide Illustration with 
a marvelous vehiole to bring out some publicity on the matter. 

But then, on second thought, Illustration never did seem to warm 
to Versailles, --a fact which always -puzzled me, since it always 
struck me that Versailles was just made for Illustration articles, 
but little or nothing was ever done about it. 

• ■ 

I got a laugh out of your reference to ura's current efforts 
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to surmount pronunciations correctly of the Gorman "r", and 
your own instinctive reactions to the American "r's" in 
such words as Rural. Should you over feel impelled to drop 
her a few lines in German, her address is 

Mrs. R. B. Williams, 

1054 Williams Avenue, 

Rate' itoches, La. 

I think you have that address, and I do not recommend that 
you put yourself to any trouble in the matter, for I reckon that 
Ora, like you, has plenty to take up her time, but i pass 
a 1 on i the address in case by chance you should ever stumble over 
a line in German you wanted to pass along, and'it goes 
without saying that you are quite free to mention the names 
of some of your friends living down this way. 

You will be as pleased ns I when I tell you that 
my letter to the Ambassador app rantly registered favorably 
As I mailed it on the 29th or 30th, sending it by ordinary 
post o Washington, I take it that it did not linger long 
with the Reverened Bonnet, —and thanks a billion for giving me 
the articulars you included in your Sunday letter concerning that 
gentleman. t « 

In today’s post came a letter from the Consul General in 
Rew Orleans, suggesting a conference. I interpret this to 
mean that the matter is being given serious consideration. 

, •« Q 1 „ I 

I ( telephoned Quarles “unnin^ham to acquaint him with the 
reaction, ne told me there wasn't any question about the 
••oiyor and Town fathers recognizing the‘great value the town 
would enjoy if this business is successfully terminated, and 
that i could rest assured of adequate backing on the part of the 
town. I took the ppportunlty to suggest-that before 
releasing any publicity on the pending matter, I thought it 
would be well for us (interruption) --I thought it a good 
idea to do ermine a site *or the statue in advance, so that that 
point need not be a subject for eov rovery, since if such minor 
de-ails are settled before the matter is introduced to public 
consideration, it will save a lot of unnecessary discussion 
leaving the main object as the sole matter for discussion —and 
approval, without a y hair-pulling in advance. "" • 

He agreed and I accordingly wrote hew Orleans a letter t.e 
carbon of which is attached. Of course, contraty to the last 
paragraph, I m not dreaming of going to “ew Cleans, but this lette 
will serve to settle a couple of points in advance on the 
part o. the Government, after which we can open up the cannonade.. 


Friday, October 10th, 1952. 


iieraorandumj 

how nice to find your Lionday "post script" in today’s post. 

.1 hear the same story every year, —"they will be finished 
picking cotton next week", -and that usualy starts along 
about the first of October and runs through until about 
Christmas. But what with my no account secretariat, I never 
so wished an exception might turn up this year in making the 
statement true, so that I can get things a little better rigged 
up for t e incoming post department. As it is, I read your 
"post script"-first, and then a hurly-burly developed, so that 
I had to put off the balance of yesterday's unfinished letter 
until the morrow. But I toll mysolf that guarantees mo 
a gleam of sunshine for the woek end, and thus try balancing 
up my impatience with anticipation. 

I'm so glad you enjoyed the several itpms coming your 
way and I hope the narailto item may be employed for something 
that will provide a moment of sheer relaxation. 

In writing -ladara Marco, I referred to the typed letter, 
not asking if she did it, thinking a yes or no response might 
tend J> depress her a little, if the negative answer would be 
forthcoming, but I did say that I was entranced and jealous of 
hor, since the letter proved that either she was up and 
at her keyboard with her an hammer or that perhaps'better still 
s e had had bettor luck than I and had been successful in * 

rounding up a dependable secretary. , 

As for Madam Storm, where in the world do you reckon she 
may be at the present- time. In a earlier note, I though she 
mentioned something about Rova Scotia, but Williamsburg and 
Manhattan may bo merely stops alon e t e route. Perhaps 
in reality she never mentioned Rovia Scotia, and I must 
say this seems to bo a somewhat doubtful season to explore 
that somewhat forlorn region. People do t >o there in. 
the summer time, —the lady who onme on .Monday with Mr8. Howard 
had been there this last summer, but I can't see much ur t e to 
go there at any season, and especially at n time when 
Jack Ft os t must have just about flattened out the flora without 
which that region would offer noth'ng so much to mo as 
an impression of a glanco at the end of the world. 


I 




5714 



cannot sell people what is really a splendid hill of goods 
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I finally finished the oavanah. and found it an interesting 
compilation of biographies of unusual characters, some well 
analized political manifestations and ns comprehensive short 
but pertinent accounts, of racial problems, likely to be"run 
across in books of more concentrated subject matter. As 
has been re arked before, there are so many fascinating historical 
p rsonalities that one wonders why the movies have to cast about 
so frequently for outlandish and wholey fictional mater al 
u'or instance, there is- the account of nenry Schultz who 
started out with nothing, built to town of Hamburg, South Carolina 
on the opposite bank of the Savanah from Augusta, Georgia his 
flyers into high finance, his crashes, his returns to 
affulence, his somewhat ridiculous tangle with the Law, his 
ruin and finally his refusal to die when everything else in life had 
been tried and fqund not too satisfying. Frankfcy, I never heard 
of nenry Schultz before but I'm glad 1 caught up with him at 
lon^ last, for some ow he typifies the "boon and bust" pattern 
that 80 frequently is a part of the jiniexican saga. And then 
there was an endless tale about a half breed squaw, I L uoss 
during the late col nial period, who went through most 
extraordinary experiences, and eventually through all manner 
of fraudulent claims, succeeded in roundlftg u~ a fine estate and 
lived out her last years as an opulent plantation mistress. She 
was obviously a bag of the first water and one who must have 
driven an entire colony of Georgians completely nuts with her outrngeou 
aoings, and yet, quite aside from her will power and determination, 
she exemplifies a spirit of perseverance that co pletely 
backed the more virilsex of the white population slap out of 
countenance. I have read and hoard lots of stories about the 
poor red skin and 99 per cent of those tales end up in trngedy, 
hut here is a true one that didn t end in tra L edy and what’s 
more, t : ;o lady, outrageous as shS was, apparantly knew what eho 
wanted, now to get it and succeeded in face of half a dozen 
hobbles that would have downed men of greater strength before 
they got started. Perhaps in years to come, such ibofr>phios 
will be portrayed, in films, and luck .the student who can become 
qoquainted with such biogra, hies by merely sitting in on a 
single film. 

tv L 0 ? nbout t0 r9nd a little from "faster Plan, U. S. A." by 

= r so ? e . euoh * 1 sampled a page or two and it sounds 
inxormative as a picture of matters revolving around the 
State Department and the- jjhlte House, as of 1951. The President 

Jspioted as often right.in his decisions to aooept rooo inundations 
°f the state department, but wit out ability to inspire the oeoplo 

01 1° ncqunint them w ith trends before they'start 
exploding, ihe sporetnry of State, on the ,ther hand, is presented 
as about the best the country has had in decades, but of a 
nature that ie so inte leotual, capable and correct 

__aj *— /- — -- ’ J--LL 


Sunday, October 12th, 1952. 


Memorandumc 

‘ ' t 

A lovely week eiid at this bend of the river, and may the 
same thing be said for the lower reaches of the Hudson. 

As was to he expected, the pilgrimage traffics was a bit 
on the heavy side, but as the majority of the visitors were either 
old friends or potentially new ones, there is none of that 
end-of-the-day enervati'on that usually goes along with 
the presence of dull travelers. 

On Saturday J, H. forgot to tell me that President Fletcher 
of Southwestern had teleohoned from Lafayette, asking if he might 
oring some friends to see me and Melrose early Sunday morning. 

Hut that didn t matter, f6r when they arrived, I had already done 
a day s work and was going full tilt on my weekly letters to 
Charles, ^adam Marco and so on. 

• ^rs. Fletcher brought me, —of all things, —a lemon pie 
she herself had stirred up last night, and her husband presented 
. me with ahuge gob of cheese, manufacturered by some department 
of the university, from milk produced on the University farm. 

X haven-t sampled eithe. as yet, but shall do so before folding up 
my beard, and to orrow half a dozen families on the plantation will 
be gnawing on hunks of the product which, in its present state, 
probably weighs about'ten pounds. 

They told me about an article in today's Picayune, with 
text and illustrations by an Hthel Holloman, and said the whole 
thing was very good, especially t^e alarity of the illustrations. 

3arly in the afternoon a group of Hew Orleans people, 
including one gentleman on the Picayune, passed this way. The 
Picayune gentleman mentioned the article and said a double 
spread of pictures, taken in and about Yucca, had been included 
in the original lay out but apparantly at the last moment^ 
everything had been eliminated except the pictures of the plates. 

, I suppose this sudden elimination may be attributed to the subtle 
hand of some ^ew Orleans historian or perhaps as a result 
of the "Holloman mad" about the pictu e of the pot going to 
Mrs. '.Vhite. The Picayune man said he thought he could find out 
what impelled the sudden switch, and if ho did discover it, ho 
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Monday, October 13th, 1952. 


would let me Jtnow. 

As for myself, I haven*t read the article as yet but 
if the Fletchers liked it, I*reokon lots of other people will. And 
as for the iiiix omission of the Yucca photographs, that is 
all to the good, so far as our business is concerned, for what 
is most dosireable is emphasis on the plates, and, from what I 
can make out of the thing, the subject matter of the plates is 
the thing on which attention is fodused. I haven't had an 
opportunity.to explore any of the wr tten material, but if, as 
Dr. and Mrs. Fletcher reported, the text and illustrations are 
attributed to one Ethel Holloman, then that statement would seem 
to confirm the report of the Hicayune gentleman regarding 
the page of xucoa photograrhs, since none, actually, of the 
illustrations employed in the article, as it finally appears, 
is by the Holloman camera. 


Along about first dark, I was surprised but delighted to 
have ^d -i a nd, his wife and Ellen Lockett, together with half a dozen 
of their friend^, appear on my gillory. tie had a pleasant sitting 
for an hour or so, and as they left, the Afr can House looked wonderful 
'w:at with night t having come one during'the istting, and all lights 
in the building giving its appearance in d a kness something that 
was as remarkable as its architectural lines in day li e ht. They 
said wire. White continues to hover on the brink and that Dr. 

Hand seems to t*e flitting with over-work, what with his efforts 
as local chairman of the. "Democrats of Eisenhower" organization. 

« ** 

Twice my secretaries put in an appearance during the day, but 
ehch time we were interrupted before we really got started. I 
did run hurriedly through the Daisey in the -well letter 
which sounde as sweet,and tired as usual. 

• A • * * - 1 

I find a letter from ^r. *ratt which came some time back 
and got lost in the shuffle, but I think it contains nothing 
of much interest, l^ut i send it along regardless so you may 
keep abreast of that quarter. «■ 


_ + J&Jl adi0 plri * ad out on ^Iday night, just as the conclusion 
, n9 a te©son speech in Hew Orleans, with its post script 
in i!rehoh. Perhaps it was the post script that knocked out 

r bu -L. th ? ught the wh °l© text of the speech excellent. 

f° if® the radio back in working order a|ain soon for 
merioan relations seem to be deteriorating at the moment 

’ a =tat u e S mLt UmeJy!!.. 4 " 6 U " e *° " l * a gesture with 

tti ' 300 odd lo ■' 5 ‘- t ■'"" 1 1 * . * .. 

duo ur i biUvO oa '■* r 1 1. r rin-•» s 



Memorandum: 

How nice to find your grand letter, of 'Wednesday in 

today's post. , • *' l '\ 

• »» * 

I can only marvel at your ingenuity and artistry in having 
eradicated the marks from the post card with such adroitness 
and dispatch. That is just another example of the keen* mind 
you possess and which I lack, for never in this world would I 
have supposed such a thing could have been accomplished, and there¬ 
fore never would have tried an eraser, I think you'are smart. Some¬ 
how, the episode reminds me of ray lack of imagination tin another 
direction, —food, _--for many a time I have gone into a delicatessen, 
dying of hunger and uiiable to imagine po^atoe salads as being 
available until my eye would chance to run on the stuff, and I 
love it. Perhaps I had been equally hungry days on and for just 
some such sort of 'stuff, but anything as simple as salado never 
came to the surface of my brain. 

It is certainly more'than thoughtful and generous of you 
to have rushed over to Mr', kodak's emporium on my behalf, I 
arc sure the likenesses will be splendid and I kuow -harles Cunningham 
will be enchanted to have this picture in his anniversary number, 

I may add that when 1. showed him this card on,my last 

visit to town, he expressed vast admiration over it,but regretted, 
as did I, that the cancellation marks had ruined the' nicture. 

You see you really are to be commended for; your handling of 
this matter so skillfully. 

I am so glad you told me of the Allii’tor J ook program which 
I do not know about. I shall go fishing for it as soon as 
ray radio is functioning a, ain, I never heard the man but curing 
the week, —the last week,' —of the ^emocratio- -Convention at 
Chicago, and 1 thought him wonderful, I may have mentioned it at 
the tine, —I don't recall, but if so, you know how glad l must 
be in learning thflt he is again available over the ether waves. 

A nd thanks much for telling me of the -Lehman and Eleanor Hooeevelt 
s eeches. i am so glad you passed along this information. Truly, 
as you say, she is t,roat. 


* 


* 
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course ± naa neara nothing of the H. R. ana their 
guest speaker. Por once those gals really got just the right oerson 
to address them. Row next year they can negotiate with senator 
McCarthy, and then everything will he wonderful, Rover 
were two gentlemen so perfectly cast for such a role for such 
a gathering. 

It goes w thout saying that I was shocked when I received 
the attached clipping. Oddly enough ± it came from -*rs 
nov-ard who when here last Monday, had heard me m'ention Mrs 
Baldwin s name^ casually enough, —something about the identity of 


Tuesday 


October 14th, 1952 


Memorandum 


The raarveldus but dry weather continues.- 

■Yhat with the radio out of commission last night, I finally 
got around to Mr. Jefferson in Baris, and had a grand time, althoug 
during the first two or three hours, the talk, was definitely on 
the political rather than the sooial side. The chapter hended, 
vefferson at Versailles" was less on geographic than political 
levels, but I am hoping that tonight I may reach the chapter on 
little Miss Cosway, and perhaps geographic, personal and 
descriptive data will be in the ascendency, —I hope, I hope. 
Nevertheless, the political details are illuminating, and 
I must say Dumas Malone is a writer I enjoy. 

There was quite a batch of mail today, some of which I 
shall either enclose or send in a separate envelope. Miss 
lillian rite's as entertainingly as ever, and Caroline's letter 
is a real chip off old Briarwood, I am sure you will be 
as -amused as I at the polite way Caroline called my attention 
to the errors on the Grandpere plate whose deisgn she mUEt 
have seen in the Picayune or the Natchitoches Times illustration. 

As Caroline doesu'f know much about this region I reckon she never 
heard of Grandpere s house across the river, although from 
the fact that hie portrait shows him standing on his gallery, it 
woula seem she might have guessed that it stood there. I reckon 
too, that she never knew that th? big house of Melrose was built* 
in imitation of Grandpere*s house, aA although I'm not sure 
snce I ran through the letter hurriedly, but n s I thi^k back- 
on her questions, I guess she thought I was mistaken about 
calling this house Yucca, or that Yucca had anything to do with 
ielrose In s ort, she seems to be vastly confused by the 
uesign on the plate, and I shall write her a young book t<J set 
her straight p n the "errors" she discovered The only error 
I know on that particular item is the date,*"contrived 1953" 
but that seems comparatively unimportant, just so long as 
the historical data of'the 19th century is in-order. 


1 shall write a letter, addressed to Lucille, —Mrs. flolt 
Massey, —and send it to Helen s address, with Helen's name on the 
evenope, too, so perhaps we shall have a report from'-th'.t'quarter 
bexore long, lhe clipping tells e much,'—and yet s*o little as 
to Helen s condition, as I suppose the news report went over the 
wires before details were known on that point, —immediate 
condition. Probably Carolyn knows about it, but I don t know if 
she does or not., what with her efforts at winding up Che atate 
Nepartraent this week. I reckon, however, she might have telephoned 
me, had sne heard about the accident. I shall not write Jarolv ’ 
as I assume she will be in "ew *ork, or Philadelphia before heading 
home, and I suppose such undertakings have already gotten under way. 

A „ sh r v i r,ort bnnk; er ™d who had read the article in 

yesterday ,s "Picayune passed this way today to round up a couple 
of plates. Three ladies from ^knlhoma who had never heard of Melrose 
but nad soqn the Picayune yesterday in New w rleahs, drove this way 
to have a look at the place this afternoon. A couple of people 
telephoned from town, asking where plates could be obt ined in 
town and three mulattoes in Shreveport wrote the Church, saving 

b ° Ut th0 . Grand P er9 last week, through relatives 

attending the bazaar, and wondered if they could get a plate for each 
o- them. A^parantly toe idea of re -1 —' 
through the '-hurch wasn't a bad idea 
with the item, —espoically the dese* 
that they are taking to it, 

t « 

I have quite a lot of mail to knock off to 
feel ever so noble in forcing myself to attend 
open the first of the three cartons arriving to 
containing the recording of Dumas Malone's "je: 

Nights of “*an . Again my thanks for vour ni 


leasing- the Grandpere plate 
, and since everyone seems delighte 
©ndants, I, too, ahi slap happy 


I 
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lor one of these items, —a gentleman from Iowa, returning 
home from ^ew rleane wfiere he had seen the article in the 
Picayune, and had stopped off here on the strength of the 
article, "e v.anted a Grnndpere plate, ^ut i was uru ble to 
accommodate hi m . If the reverend fathers have any left, 

I could bat them for not returning them before now. 

In the political field, l have aome to this conclusion: — 
it uoesn t matter, so far as the man is concerned, which 
candidate is elected.. But it mates a heap of difference whioh 
Party gets the dominant number in Congress. If Stevenson 
wins, it means there may be a Congress elected which will 
go aOng part of the way, at Least, with the new x*esident, 

.. _ If » on the other hapd, Sisenhower is elected, it means 
the Republloan Party will hold the preponderance of power 
in Congress, and with Taft dominating the republican majortly, 

"‘V ^tsonhower s hands ipill be tied eo far as getting any legislati 
of positive value 0 ut o£ congress. 

My guess is that Eisenhower is going to bo swept into office, 
which means the House and Senate will ride on his coat tails. 

^f 81 - 8 rruraan and »i*«n are helping and harming 
their respective panties i n about the same proportion.Those people 
wno pause lo s enough to t^i ni: are undoubtedly of the opinion 

V?JV Sm!!t 8 ?f i ft P ? e S ng - m J r ?, fQ 2 d for thou « ht t*an Eisenhower, 
as of Crater 4th. la * 8Ue0t thRt 1,111 ° ntI * " oi e ht 

I heard Senator C ap ehart the other night. He reranded me so 
much of enator Taft, in that every sentence was clogged with 
Premises and absurb conclusions, but the ktllling thing 
l l Wa f th ?v f 2°J himself succeeded in giving 

Tien h ? hon68tl y Relieved what he was saying, loth 

. eithef charlatans or fools, and for the life of me, I can't 

S?^Pn?S* m Jf ,nln J>i Wh l i0 5 ° f th ® tW ° 1 thillt thQy Qr0 » aIld th ® 
looZ-o^Uoanriao^Voata ^” 1 d ° mlnRtlr « th8 ^eaa. if it 

0 "** * 

rh «* S " G \‘ i ° nrya ap0nt tne dfl y in Alexandria where the General 
mn!Jiv.£ e J hap f , u mpy l e S P QQ hing tonight. aleste drove down 
*?i a P* ck up her sister-in-law nnd take her to lunoh 

with Madam Hand at the BSptley Hotel, and the S. G.'s plans take 
them back to Baton *ouge following the speech. I suppose the 

U m t bQ Political, unless every 
thing is political at the moment. I have made up my mind that 

f!l? ra0 ? Q ri ?i° u i ous nnd Paradoxical than "Democrats 

Ii e 2 hurch ahould trot out a Slogan: 
f0T B8 "J 0Vilraent Seither statement seems to Jibe with 
2*? ali ^ aa » ***** charade currently going on seems too silly 
for anybody but hard hearded business men to indulge in, and can 
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'.Veduesday, October 15th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 


The marvelous weather continues. 


I found an o portunity to slide into town this morning 
and made the most of it. First I dropped by to see Charles 

Cunningham. He said he had taken up the matter of possibly placing 
the Louis XIV statue on the grounds of the Catholic Reoroty, ex- 
pla ning to the high priest of Natchitoches that no decision as 
to the eventual location might be but merely asking that proper 
approval bo secured from Some in case that site should finally be 
selected. Celeste had told me a while baok that the bead of 
■ the town clergy was never "feeling well", which she explained in 
parenthsis meant that he never would be-stir himself on any matter, 
small of large. I therefore understood better when phailes said 
tha to his surprise, the reverened father seemed swept away by the ideon, 
and immeidately grabbed up some stationary and dashed off a note asking 
for approval, through the Bishop, to the Holy Papa abroad, 

Charles also told me that in subsequent talks with the Mayor, 
he was not at all surprised to discover that that official was 
in the 7th heaven of delight over the prospect, and asked me 
to dictate a letter, to be transcribed on municipal stationary, 
and signed by the Mayor, asking the Consul General to commuionte with 
him as to the plans being formulated for the sesqui-centennial 
celebration, so that the festivities might be spread over as wide 
an area o the origina states comprising the J-ouisiana Purchase as 
possible, with the Uatchitoohes celebration planning to culminate 
the central Louisiana activities in the unveiling of the statue. I 
ground out the letter and headed down the street when L bumped into 
R. B. Williams who identified hirasolf, talked a little national 
politics, —he is 'a vast admirer of Hisenhower, saying he would 
swoept Louisiana, etc., etc., and thence after carting, bum ed 
into the photographer tobo took the air plane pictures of m Q i r0 ee. 
asked mo to have a spot of coffee with him an£ his wife at the 
Abington Cafe, where Mr. Abington prosented me with a big; cigar, 
on which I puffed lustily in celebration of -“r. Abington^s first offspring, 
having just made her bow into this world. 

In passing the Milifespaugh Drug, a little later, my attention 
as directed to the Picayune article, pasted slap in the middle of 
the show window, —on the plate glass, —the whole display section 
behind filled with Cane * k iver plates. It was all done in 
a whizz, —the morning hejira, but pleasant ana r was bacA home by 11. 


I 








confirming my speculations on Marly, following 
00 my T initial inspection,of the lady out at 
t e University of Virginia, 
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The Natchitoches Service League, which is so e sort of 
a collection of the gentrynbout the Parish and in town 
asked me if I could engage Mrs. Sterling to speak, in the theatre 
at the college on the 4th Monday in November, and I shall 
write her accordingly, I thought the League a little out of 
order, since they might well do their own corresponding, but 
some of the members are under the impression I am acquainted 
with the lady and might use rersuasive pressure on her to come, and 
of course I am glad to. do so on their behalf. They asked 
me, too, if I would introduce the lady if she does journey 
up this way. On this I demurred temporarily, at least. 



Thursday, October 16th, 1952, 




Memorandum: 

The marvelous, cloudless weather continues, -but- 

Uncle Sam, through his postal service, just about snowed 
me under. 


I was interrupted at this point by the tap of a belated 
secretary and as I need to make an envelope for Martha 
Pobinson, I had to remove this page. Her letter, more or less, 
sceaks for itself, although who the gentleman may be whom she 
mentions, 1 never heard of, but assume he is some Louisiana 
publisher. Jerhaps Saturday will tell, but shall write her 
in the mean time, even though, should she-chance to come this 
way she will not receive my letter before she leaves the Orescent 
City. 

This afternoon came to see me this afternoon and give 
a report on the Grandjlpere turn over, so to speak. It appears 
they* sold 8 or 10 dozen, which wasn't bad as a starter, and 
,they asked if they might get more of the same item a month 
hence, should members of-their congregation ask for some 
at Christmas time. They also pointed out that instead of 
celebrating the 100 anniversary of the Parish in June of 
1953, they have decided to hold the festivities in the autumn 
when it is cooler. Not a bad idea, I thiuk, and probably 
it will be more lucrative, too, since cotton money will then 
be easier. They thought they would really need some plates 
then, and v.e ought to be «nblo to assist them, 1 thiuk. The 
reverend Fathers expressed their a preciation for the * product 
which had been provided for t eir 4rezaary and 'eo I guess everybody 
was pleased all around, and, I hope, most of all, the mulattos a 
who nc uired them. 

t 

■Last night I felt like the nstrouomer with a poor telescope 
who by figuring out the refraction of light rays from visible 
stars is positive another luminary must be in a certain spot 
even though,it cannot be seen by the telescope to hand but later 
is discovered to he there*when the stronger telescone becomes 
his. in charter 5 of the*Jefferson biography' there was an 
enumeration of places yisifced by Jefferson and * rie Co sway, — 
"Saint Oemain-en-laye the rainbows at the Machine of Marly, the 
Chateau, park and statues of Marly, I ouveci9uneS| otc „ 





I have gon through some of the letters, --none of 
them from unexpected sources and most of them from 
regular correspoudents, but somehow they all happened to 
arrive about the same time. 

I guess the one from Madam Mamoulides, —what a name, —is 
about the nicest. I am bound to respond to it promptly, al- 
thought there's a lot of "must stuff" that will have to be 
ground out (growned out, I guess, would be better( - before 
I fold up my beard tonight. Poor Mr. Jefferson sits here 
so invitingly, and I should so much prefer a quiet evening 
with him, although I am bound to fore-go that, enchantment 
in favor of the clatter of this machine. 



And speaking of ^r. Jefferson, I did a little rund 
with him last night, and liked what I read. I believe 
it was chapter 6 which spoke of "My Heart and,My Head*' letter 
to Miss Cosway, suggesting it was interpretedby many 
people in as many diffeteut ways, Mr. Malone understood it 
to be a polite method Mr. Jefferson employed to acquaint 
the lady with the fact that his head had gained final control, 

■ although the friendship was to continue indefinitely, I 
suppose it was in the same chapter, or the following'that 
Malone gave quite a symposium 0 n Jefferson's enthusiasm 
for architecture, and remarked that one of the Jefferson 
favorite buildings in Paris was the Hotel de Salra, I 
don t know if you are acquainted with it or not. It 
waS'-built just before the devolution, and if I remeber correctly 
Josephine and her children, - and I'm sure about Hortense, 
staid there prior to the devolution as guest of Madame de 
Salm. After the Bevolutiion it became the Legion of Honor 
palace which it remains today.* It is more or less 


uu me icu uaun ui wie *eiue, — u. 

of fact, but more or less opposite the Louvre. Prom the 
outside, it somehow reminded mevaguely of this building 


no a luai/uoi 


whenever I , d to pass the . 

cnance nek mansion 


on & 
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In one of the letters I had left kicking about for 
some days, thinking it from some person of no interest 
in Alexandria, I got around to skim through a part of it 
today, and discovered it was an invitation from the ^resident 
of the Historical Society to harangue that august body 
with Bishop Greco on Hovember 10th. I guess I 
had better answer that one ofrthwith, too. 

One or two from Bora expressed approval of the Hatchitoches 
business relative to the statue, and expressed himself as 
thinking I was right in casting about with the idea of 
doing a plate for the Louisiana Purchase business. 

I have long thought of dashing off a business letter 
to la Oowperthwaite on allied matters, and shall take up 
this point at the same time. Perhap it wouldn't be a bad 
idea to establish elations with Hew Orleand and Shreveport 
porcelain people^, even though' Oane Biver stuff might not 
move in those respective regions. Perhaps all such 
houses might do something with a Louisiana Purchase number, 
which I shall somehow contrive along lines which the si t ned 
plates and publicity have already suggested as standard 
something or other.I shall try sortin out some of the 
other letters, --none of any particular moment, but 
most of them on the-pleasant side, and even Mrs. Holloman's 
casual apology for Jumping over the traces the other day is 
more in the right direction, leading me to believe the 
dab of ginger I inserted in my response'had a salubrious effect, 
apparently it, among otho th ngs, impelled he^ and her husband 
to pay their Respects to Mrs. White, which isn’t too soon, since 
that lady can t live much longer. ~ 

And there was a letter from the Consul General request¬ 
ing some more particulars which I had better get of:? to^him 
pretty soon. In these days of trans-Atlantic telephones, there 
is no reason why the Reverend Bonnet couldn't call the 
Ministry of Beaux Arts and ask them to tosS-a statue 
of Quutorsie in the direction of the first passing battleship 
and get the -thing going in this direction, but you know how 
Governmental red tape g«,ts things so tangled that probably 
it, will be time for the 200th anniversary celebration of 
the Louisiana Purchase before the proper officials get 
around to make up their minds. 

This is a poor letter, but perhaps I shall do bettor on the 
morrow. But it has been pleasant rambling around conversationally 
with little Miss Lee before rolling up my sleeves and getting to work.. 


iesiv v* 0-'i3 . 

»ai sqff/lifcq biitf f o: 

oriT ■ - 

iuc oh a ’{Jiff a si i 
.tv.va&bcra to anil 


to aoin saw. 3i f xr*3\’.-* .ax 
Jsnin a asald o.t 88 e 

Memorandum: 


Jriday, October 17th, 1962. 


*171 o 


How nice. 


As yon noticed from the envelope itself, your 
gift of the two ribbons reached me this morning, and no one 
knows better than you, —as from yesterday's memo, that 
this machine was beginning to approach the, vanishing -point, 
so far as readability was concerned. , , 

« t * ilil A i * ' 10i‘ 

I should have knocked off a letter yesterday tp the 
Consul General but what with the faintness of the ribbon, it 
seemed to me better to delay the matter until something 
more positive by way of ink come to hand. Where I thought 
it was coming from, I know not, but I had had in mind , 
to ask Celeste to do a bit of shopping for me when going 
to town 'on Saturday, after which I would undertake to jo : : 
catch up on some of the "must stuff that would be better 
contrived if the prospective reader f didn't have to get Out 
his pince-nez to make out the blur. 

. - . ■ f , ■ . . L . • J ■* 

I have been impressed by Jeter's tendency to worry about 
a new typewriter ribbon. The last one he put on came from 
Sister, and the little steel ball that reverse the ribbon 
was so thin that Peter, who never tapped a key on this 
raaohine, complained bitterly about the Wenk thinness. 

When he passed this way this evening and aske4 him to rig up 
a new ribboii, he re-aoted as ,though it were his, not my 
birthday, and when he got to attaching the end of the 
bibbon and noticed the quality of the reversing gaget, 
he grinned all over and declared; , . 

"You ain't got to'tell me who done sent this 
here ribbon. ''I know it atn't from them Wenks because only 
that lady what I met in the road with you all that night, 
this is ,the right kind of stuff and she is the onliest one 
that knows about sjioh things." . « 

Amen, B'eter. You took the words right out of my mouth. 
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The mail continues heavy hut cotains nothing of 
muoh importance, although, if I aan find them, the letter 
from Dr. John Kyser, - or rather his wife, and perhaps the 
one from "Quantness" will be found entertaining. The 
Georgetwon lady writes so pleasantly, it is a pity she doesn't 
more freouently borrow a correspondence line of endeavor. 

as for the letter from Mrs. Kyser, it was nioe of 
to write that the 1714 business to blaze against 
the mindnight sty in the environs of Natchitoches is to be 
effected. 1 must write her tonight, suggesting 
that the word "Founded* be eliminated from *bhe‘signs and 
that simply the digits-be employed. 

J -J V . » * J ' * • -w ^ ~ * •» 

Poor Mr. Jefferson continues to sit silently along side 
me, without making a peep. I am on thcr‘threshhold of the 
chapter, -—7, I think, - of his tour from Paris southward 
through Dijon, Avignon, Aix-en-Provence, Himes, Orange, 

Genoa, Milan, and back to Hioe, Bordeaux, Nantes 

which was Mr. Baohelier's home town), - and thence baofc to 

his home on the Champs Blysees. With my right hand able to 

pass from this keyboard to the reading machine without 

so much as the necessity of turning my body in that 

direction, i seem to marvel at my- fortitude in resisting 

what fe a vast temptation. But "hew to the line" I must, and 

a flock of letters must be knocked off before beard folding time. 

T ■; -• J 00 -■ i il ’ V'. -• 0. 3 *0 -'3 :fc 

It is perfectly logical, * suppose, that in 
pondering on a suitable design for the Louisiana Purchase 
plate, I should ask myself why nobody has ever turned out 
a Mardi Gras plate, too. If the initial design could be 
so attractive as to make other ones futile, this item 
ought to roll down through the years as long as this 
annual Spring festival of the Crescent City lasts. 

I must accordingly oast about to see if anything of the > 
sort has been done, but w thout awaiting the results, I 
feel 1 must write Book Ball tonight, asking la • 

Cowperthwaite to give some thought to what arrangements • 
she thinks .would be fair to her and me regarding such a 
matter. At the same time, without identifying any 
of the places or institutions by name, I shall inquire 
what parallel arrangements she and I might make for our mutual 
satisfaction concerning various the creation for various 
societies, of plates which I would toss off for the 
deleotation of the visitors to various shrines throughout 
Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi. The Audubon- ^ 

Oakley shrine, —whioh I shall be oareful not to name, 

is an excellent oase in point. I think M r s. Sterling * 

would be entranced at the prospect of suoh an item, and it 

might benefit lots of people, including the Book Hall element 

and our own. But now to work, and bless you for this day's lift.... 


Sunday, Ootoher 19th, 1962, 

e ' 1 

,1 ce.>iii. o- ■ 3 - *5 


Memorandum] 

<1 1 (in f .-<Afk 80C ' x f r t 'iita 

How nioe to find your Monday letter in Saturday's 
post, but how "un-nice" that you had to be strioken with 
that business that gets inside one and by some curious 
contrivance whioh L have never understood, somehow seems 
able to double one up in a Jiffy, suspend alfr interest 
in evg ything, and flatten one out oaMx on the "holding 
shelf for a shorter or a longer time. 

*> - 

e . — 

Naturally \ found myself wishing you had some of the 
lady doator's magical medecine which might or might not 
have corrected everything in a twinkling. I hold the 
thoght with all my might in ho'ping that by late now, you 
are once more back on the high road to nprmaloy. But if 
you have or have net attained the level, do, I pray you, go 
like a snail until you are assured that all is well again. 

Hut even though you may in truth be back to vim 
and vigor, I warn you to brace yourself when I 
confess to you I have another idea. Deadly. I can only 
feel sorry for you when I piotue in my mind's eye what 
1 a harbinger of boredom those four words must, create, for 

that means an endless rigamarole on my part whioh can't 
t . P08sibly.be of more than secondary interest to anybody, but, 

for the sake of Truth, * must confess I might append the 

phrase, "for ne one but you", since, in reality, 

little Miss Lee somehow always seems to grasp what I am driving 

at* in .spite of all the talk dished out to exphiin the thing. 

Here is the latest; ' 

I am pondering on the idea of doing a series of 
, plates that ought to entrance the members of Garden Clubs, as 
an example, let's take Natohez or St. Franoisville*as the 
simplest. There are about two dozen mansions on the 
two pilgrimage tours. There are at least a couple 
dozen other planta ions, as for instance. Laurel Hill, not on 
any pilgrimage. Now, what oould be more entrancing that 
, putting the likeness of each plantation in the center of 
..a. plate, a little smaller space than, say, Grandpere occupies, 
and then, about the edges, ketoh in the salient features 
of the garden of the place, inserting whatever Important 
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physical ox histoio feature might be associated, with it. 

With such an assortment of orookery, the passing pilgrims 
would be enchanted, I hope, but that would be the gravey 
section, for it is my idea to address each of the garden clubs 
<1 envision doing. Uaturally each member would be interested 
in his own particular plate, and the oombined interests of 
the several members would energize themselves to dispose 
of as many plates to other garden Clubs as possible. The 
vogue will be set for as many people to obtain as complete 
a set as possible, and when the Garden Clubs send out their 
annyal literature, a out of one of the plates can be 
substituted for one of the illustrations in the folder, and 
so the ting might sell enough plates for the benefit of 
the Club to pay for its printing and publicity. The 
plates themselves would serve as additional advertising 
and so everybody would benefit, —th$ manufacturer, the 
various Garden Clubs, —and, I hope, our side. Houw do 
you react to'all this, —favorably or unfaovroably. It 
seems to me I have something there, if I can just figure it out 
correotly so that everybody benefits and our side sufficiently 
dominates the market to hold the edge on any who might 
dream of muscling in. Besides, I think the things might be 
, pretty. As a matter of fact, I wouldn t mind having a 
set,myself, odd as that may seem. r 

f * 

In a rough manner, I have sketched out a design for 
the *udubon ^akley set up. A sketch of Oakley occupies 
the oenter of the plate. To the left is ^he "beautlfu 
Sliza frolicking in the garden with her hoop. Balancing 
her figure, --on -the opposte side, is the barren twig 
of a huge branch of a live oak. On the barren twig a red bird id 
perched. Just below is the identical twing a bird 
on the easle of a gentleman who is painting. Ihe gentleman, 
ns you have already surmised, is none other than Jame 
John Audubon or whatever his first names were. There would 
be a dab of writing at the bottom of the plate with a 
oartouche carrying the name of Audubon Oakley, etc. Don't 
you think such an item ought to roll in the names of ^ 

Mrs. Sterling. Well, I shall not show it to her until I 
get some sort of arrangement figured out for the whole big 
business mentioned above through Book Hall. But soaewhere 
in all this there ought to be a kernel or nuget of gold, and 
it is my problem to rig up the thing to sef what we oan make of 

OY1 , had a flock of ladies at her camp yesterday evenirw;, 

«n d T t !l!Ja Pa f?!J d thi !v wa ? at exa «fry th ® moment Sister blew in, 

<1 vf Q JS ! \ di,d f** latt ”** thant h® a »ens. Bl.. the brought 
8 J 1 nS*™? a J uet * hnl1 8 roast ohi ol£-en, salads, desert, wine, ado., 
and I m not hungry, —as a result, 24 hours la.ter.. 


Monday, October 20th, 1952, 


Memorandum: , « - 

How nice to find the likenesses of theAfrican House 
in this morning'8 post. Let me hasten to add that they 
came through in perfeot order, neither folded nor bent, 
and just as flat as a pancake. 

• - *•' _ ' • * 

I must say I think they came out splendidly. I have 
experienced so much pleasure in studying the composition, and 
try to analyse why I find this particular shot so unusually 
effective.' »/hen I first saw the picture on post card size, I 
concluded the striking effect in a large measure was due 
to the intensity of the light and shadow. I suppose there 
are perhatps several reasons, inoluded in whioh must be 
the shaft of suns'hine that illumines the space immediately 
in back of the building, —at the left, and perhaps 
the deep shadow fxomed by the paeans branoes, also on the 
left, but immediately m front of the building, somehow 
combine to give the house and its setting something more 
of a thiid dimension than is usually the oase. Be that as 
it may, the whole thing is elegant and I think it will 
be an ornament to any page it may grace as an illustration. 

The weather continues splendid and although there 
are pilgrims, there aren t too many of them. I had some 
lovely people from Atlanta, *owa today. I thought I had 
heard the name of every town in that state, what with the years 
of listening over WHO, Des Moines, but I don't remember 
any other Atlanta, except Georgia. 

There were a few letters in today's post but I got 
around to read only one or two, what with the confidential 
• secretaries having failed to show up before supper, and 
people coming for supuer whioh through all the schedule out 
of whack, so that A didn't get back to *ucca until long 
Cfter dark. * did run through the enclosure of Mary Bhodes, 
and must report t'hat it seems less heotio somehow than many 
• that have gone before. I take it this must be due in part 
to her satisfaction with her new job. I am so glad fox 





I 
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, a .Y.s , ^ 

her and her husband's sate. If she follows her usual pattern, 
however, this one will perhaps last a year or so, after which 

something else. Off hand, I recall her connection with 
the welfare x/epartraent, the Hpisoopal Ghuroh, the 8 ed Bross. 
the Mayor s office, a lawyer's offioe, the B 0 «*d of Aldermen and 
P leasAn « situation. I oonour with Madam Maroo 
that it is a great pity she flies about so much. But 
perhaps those of us whe will put up with a lot to avoid the dis- 
oorafort of getting adjusted to new surroundings and new people 
are failing to appreoiatate the exhilaration some people 
seem to get in just such changes. 

* ® 00upl * Pa««s from the Malone book and 

got Mi. Jefferson out of France in the autumn of 178§, and 
set up in business as Secretary of State in Hew York where 
he oooupied a house on the Broadway near Maiden Lane". 

Malone reports that during the fateful summer of 1789, 

Jefferson went to Versailles nearly, every day. your years 
before, he had been very oritioal of Louis XVI, and one 
must feel sorry for the ,Quean in those years if what Jefferosn 
said about the King was true: - "He hunts the stage every 
* 0r hal *. th ® da V and is drunk the other half". By 
1789 he seemed to view the King more sympathetically, and 
strongiy recommended the monarchy be retained under a constitution 
not unlike the British rather than the American model. 
that is to say, Mr. Jefferson regretted that the $ueen did not 
Join the great nobles when they emigrated in June. He viewed 
the demolition of the Bastille without comment but did 
contribute to a fund, raised in behalf of the familiee of 
the Royal officers murdered on the assault of that plaoe. 

• . . J4 J.; ,J , # j., j .... ; ■ J B : if C'v 1 >7f. JO ZC.-.rCi ©!•■ 

I have run aoroes but 9 ns statement in the book which 
greatly surprised me, but 1 have no reason to.doubt its correctness 
1 Quthor » mentioning the house on the *hamps Hlysees about 
1 8 ^V re r r S 6d tilat ori K ina lly it bad been built by the 
and 8 mi ® tr888 of on « of Louis iV's ministers, 

A?o de d *riuw^'h« t iS o5i a >, 8a ? # * 0u88aau wh0 la ter contrived the 
d ®.^ riunl P h ®» hand, one would assume a span of some 

50 or 60 year8 might have intervened between the building and the 
v h8 ^® ffer ^° n residence and the Are), and it would 
certainly be remarkable if the same man had a finger in both 

finished WiTs 8 “V 1 * dIS * dsoades befor^th^thing^as 

Si’v&jT'oVi r fl °\ a r t “L:r raca8sod the uia 01 «« »« 


Tuesday, ^otober 21st, 1962, 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Saturday letter in today's post. 

It seemed to jog along a day faster than sometimes. Only 
my second seoretar I> showed up tonight, which is another 
way of saying, that as he isn^t too deft in handling the 
typed lettes, he'is even less gifted with the hand written 
alphabet, and while I velive I got most of the words, I shall 
hate the pleasure on the morrow of catching up with Ho, 1 scribe 
and thus have the added pleasure of a second go-round with you. 

I invite your attention to the enclosure from Martha 
Bobinson # Like Life itself, there seems to be an odd mixture 
of the positive and negative, plus a sprinkling of perplexities. 

To take up the last ingredient first, would,you mind 
telling me how Mrs. Grager ever saw my manuscript. I feel 
quite ceftain Laisey in the Cell never sent it to hqr. That 
leaves only Hastings House, so far as I can figure, flow do 
you explain it. Gan it be the polioy of Hastings House to 
send to other potential publishers the manuscripts which 
they aren't going to use but may oonsider, because of regional 
interest,~they can interest someone else in the manusoript 
wit,.out consulting the author on t the subjeot. This is the 
only possible explanation coming to mind. And if this be ture, 
then the statement that Mrs. Grager tried to interest Hastings House 
in the manusoript is contrary to taot, since it appears that 
if anybody did any attempting to interest, anybody in the thing, 
it must have been the other way .around and Hastings tried to 
interest the ^ragers. Be that as it may, it seems to me 
that the fact that anybody sent the manusoript to another 
potential publisher without consulting the author, the doings was 
distinctly out of order to begin with and that as a last resort, 
said sender was morally bound to adivse the author that suoh 
a course, without consulting or consenting had been done, in 
order that the author wouldn't attempt, contaots where manuscripts 
had already been rejeotbd. The whole thing seems out of line to 
me. It may aocount for the prolonged holding of the manuscript 
by Hastings House, for I oan think of no other way through whioh 
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the Gragere might have seen the manuscript. 

iiowever the pattern turned, I don't think much of it. 

On the negative side, the answer will he Ho to her 
suggestion, —if I remember it correctly, that the scrapbooks 
be removed fro Melrose after they have been mioro-filmed. 

I have already explained to her in conversation that all the 
books at Melrose are considered by some members of the family 
aa intregal parts of the whole oolleotion and that removal 
of one part would automatically mean removeal of the whole, 
and that with the library gone, a need would oome into being 
for doing over what onoe had been a library, —the wole lower 
flowor of the big house, and that money would not be forthooming, 
and therefore the w ole structure would tend to oollapae. 

Besides, while I approve most heartily of mioro-filming of 
the sorapbooks, there are two points to be considered: — 
first that a trememndous amount of work would be required to 
remove personal letters from the books, many of them written 
by people still aotive, ad often•containing personal remarks 
about people still living which-might easily form the basis of 
la* suits against the writers of the letters, frank statments, 
for example, regarding the theivery of old ^arsons in filtching 
books from .public libraries for his own collections, eto., and 
secondly, if this should be accomplished and the books mioro-filmed, 
why shouldn't the films go to the researoh libraries and the 
originals remain put and thus keep the heart -of Melrose, which 
the libary is, intact. 

Another negative trust be forth c ming, too, regarding her 
request to oome for a visit, occupying little Miss Alberta's house. 
We do not have the proper servant list to effect such a proposition 
at the moment and certain plumbing and other details must be effecte 
before the house can ba re-occupied. Then, too, her personality 
inclines to worry J. a ,, and Dan doesn't like her and Sister's 
attitude may be well guessed, for be it remembered, “rs. Sobinson 
i8 mother-in-lmw to ,the five million dollars, left by Cousin 
flanie r rioe to Dick Blatter, husband of »adam Kobinson's daughter, 
nearly everyone in and out of the uenry family feeling-that at 
least a good slice of the five million should have oome this way, 

.And finally, on the positive side, Mrs. Bobinson is a force 
in mew Orleans circles. Like Carolyn, she Jaets all it takes to put 
over very desireable t ing, but is not dependable t»x in 
maintaining a given point of enthusiasm. Through her, someone 
might well bo oapableto string the manuscript together might 
be found and the book launched. Also through her good offices, 
much in the "flying saucer" might be furthered. I must now 
roll up ray lseeves and rite her in such a way that the postive 
things may be nurtured, the negative disposed of without up¬ 
setting the applecart.,,. 
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Wednesday, Qotober 22nd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

Cloudless skies, mild temperatures and extreme drought 
continue as the order of the day. 

I t t 

Bishop Greoo of Alexandria has gone,on the air, oalling 
for all Catholic Churches in his province to include parvexs 
for rain in every Mass, * 

- ‘' "* * « * 

A note from .r«. Holloman indicates she is having an 
audlenoe with the Bishop tomorrow to make arrangements for 
his appearance at the meeting of the Historical Sooeity to 
say a few words of approval when I orate on Hovember 10th, 

Perhaps I should be more in line at that meeting if I unveiled 
a new plate, depicting the high lights of the Flood, in 
some kind of a composite picture, with the Montrose Hills super¬ 
imposed on Mount Ararat with the Ark and old Hoah at the helm 
surrounded by a flock of. pane fiiver speed boats. What historical 
point this would demostrate, I don't-know but it m ght please 
the Bishop to thus catch a glimpse-of what would happen looally 
if his admonition for rain prayers proved availing. * 

I managed to keep awake long enough last night to read a 
few pages of the Malone opus. There is a chapter about the 
creation of "The Federal City", as Washington, D. C. was styled 
at the time.of its inception,- I hndn’t realized before how muoh 
Jefferson had had to do with the beginnings of this 
projeot. I gather that an Act of Congress, creating the 
project, delegated the execution to Washington and that 
Jefferson, both as Secretary of State and a confident of the 
President, did much of the planning in behalf of his Chief. 
Malone, as in every field, seems to have rounded up quite a 
bit of data about r L'enfant who seems to have been about as 
disagreeable as he was gifted, whiohis saying a lot. The 
founding of the Distrtot of Columbia, the laying out of the 
thoroughfares, establishing sites for the Federal buildings and 
so on were in the hands of three Commissioners whose business 
it was to carry out Washington's ideas, usually set forth 
by him through Jefferson who appears to have contributed muoh 
on his own hook. But lenfant si -ply would not work with or 
accept direction from the Commissioners, and even brushed off 
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the President's secretary when the latter, at Washington's 

direction, made a personal oall on the archieteot to 

try to smooth things out. And so the President, after much 

forebearance, finally dropped him, hut insisted on 

the Commissioners carrying out the architect's plans which 

both Washington and Jefferson approved of most highly, 

I found several fcinor points about Jefferson that were 
interesting, as for example, his inolln.tion to carry out his 
own ideas architecturally where ever he ohanoed to live, ~ 

PariBh, hew York, Philadelphia, where he would rent a house but 
before occupying it, undertake various interior re-arraugments, 
the cost * of which usually ran into more than the whole year's rent 
already agreed upon. Although meticulous about his private 
debts, —and he was proba ly bankrupt during the 1790 f 8 while 
Secretary of State, he never hesitated to carry out his 
architectural notions in the houses he rented, and was forever 
inviting kindred souls to share his home with him, explaining that 
two or thee extra people in the house really cost nothing 
bey'ond the normal maintainanoe of his menace. What a man. 1 
It would probably seem a little far fetched to look for a 
parallel between Louis XIV as the ultimate autoorat and 
Jefferson as the last word in symbolizing the democrat, still I 
•find both men. had a basic attribute,—getting tye most out 
of the materials to hand. Their intere t in architecture and 
building, their inclination to disregard financial considera¬ 
tions, their enjoyment of music, their determination to 
surround themselves with all the attributes of gracious living, 
all these considerations plus half a dozen others, somehow seem 
to plaoe the two men in perspectives that are perhaps more 
identical than any other two characters of the 17th and 10th centuries 
which could be trotted out readily for oom arison. 

• . . - ' *y> , 1 p 1 *) J ' « • ■ * • 

I think i shall ask the .Library of Congress to do Louis 
Bertand's Louis XIV i n a French recording, for while the 
Cleveland Chase translation into English gives some concept of 
tnd original text, it omits some much and twists one or two points 
so that the prime flavor is somehow missing, and it is only 
in aertrand's biography, i think, that the cultural side of 
Quatorze *is set forth to a y degree. 

; J , J .,4» . »• w - * • - f j • y ■ 

I gue8 8 the enclosures aren't much, but send them along 
a yway. it is always good to hear from Mis Myra and the one 
from Madam Millspaugh is oertainby on the gay side. I have a 
couple letters, -out going — sitting here on my desk, — 

Bock nail and so on, which 1 am pondering about before 
posting. 3o things turh and i hope winter hasn't caught up 
with you completely ....... * 
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Thursday, October 23rd, 1952, 


Memorandum: 

A Month or so ago, I wrote Carolyn in ‘‘ashington, beginning 
the letter thus: 

"Lear Carolyn, • 


I live in a museum. 


But, no, let,'8 wait until the nex page to go into that..." 

„ ‘ . * « 

and so I ploughed through a couple of endless paragraphs, after 
which I went baok to my initial statement, outlining what seemed 
a possibility as a story for The Post. 

I mention this, since it makes clearer perhaps the 
reference to it in the enclosure. 

« 

. I must say Carolyn's account of Helen's condition is well done 
or at least I got that impression as A read her letter. Somehow 
the euspence was almost too well maintained, for I gathered 
from the opening linos that something even worse had transpired. 

•out as the story progressed, i found myself som what relieved 
and it goes without saying I am "holding the thought that 
having survived this long, her ohances for recovery,-although 
probably of prolonged duration, are on the hopeful side. 

A few days ago when-a Mew w rloans pyysioian passed ,this way 
and I inquired after his wife who.n I had met some years ago, 
ha said she was in the hospital "for repair work" which he 
elaborated upon by explaining that in the medioal profession 
that term is employed -in oases where ladies have had babies 
and some suggioal adjustments are required. I think it isn't 
very, funny that Carolyn is being operated on today, but I 
must say I got a laugh- out of her reference for the need of a repair 
job in, her own oase, what with her being the maiden lady she is. 

I must write her a line tonight and that might, provide as good 
an apprpaoh as any.* . 

I wonder if you get the same kind of glee when you have 
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a b out a dozen boots stacked up awaiting your reading, every one 

of which you want to start in on first. Perhaps I am 

the only person who is so silly, but I rather suspect you may 

5! in 8ama 8illy oa ^ 0 «o*y. Of couree I am entranced 
with the *>efferson. thing I am doing, and today the p stman 
brought me the Louis XI* by Bertrand that I want to siMm ti 


- - . . - „n-, -, _ “V '-- VI,ni, - "BUI, to SK-im in 

it J , *? ya J. ?lu8h » which, I suppose is a novelistio 


want to skim through, 


_• r. , ’ : J.B n uuvciio uiO 

rendition of the biography of Henriette d'angleterre who if 
memory serves, was sister-in-law of he Hoi Soleil. * 

r EPL 1 have hut one reading machine,’for if I only 
had three, I might set all of them to turning at the same time. 


I am glad the pretty red seedds, in part, clung to the 
magnolia hull that traveled along with the persimmons the other 
day, giving you some idea of their tyapearanoe in actuality, 
although you have seen the same thing in piotures and prints often 
enough no doubt, if i remember oorreotly, about the Bthinlate 
in the old Audubon book I have carries a good 'illustration of 
the same thing. Be that as it may, I piled up a dozen of 
these cones on the little shelf just beyond the plate 
glass of the wind'ow on the far side of the aquarium 
here by my desk and this morning just after dawn while I 
was hammering away a mile a minute on this machine, 

“J friend the mocking bird who lives in the crepe myrtle 

i nt0 . J he * h ite garden, was as busy as a bee, 
grabbing off his breakfast of the red seeds from the cones. 

On swallowing each, he would stretoh his neck a little, gaze 
intently at me for ha}f a minute as the thing was goin£ do”, 
qnd although weweren t more than a couple of feet from eaoh 

a 1 ! 11 ° n iV hQ f la8S bet " aan * w « would face each other 
eye to eye. neither of us appar&ncly i n the least worried by 
the proximity of the other. 1 y 


y0u before this for setting me straight 
0 °°* br °a?°*Bts, - although pehaps I did. j£y- 
way thanks to your advice, I fished around in the ether waves on 
,Sunday night and ran slap into him, and it was 1 m . L 
nignt I was interested in what 3d. borrow had to say about* 

oil l^se S s". 8 !:.. the Gov0ruor wU1 make U V fan, -Jhich ever 
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Priday, October 24th, 1962. 

t 


• , t : 

Memorandum: 

How nice to find your letter with enclosures in today's 
post. 

; j .. ! 1 >1 

It is playing the role of Guaranteed Happiness for the Morrow, 
since a series of hurly-bqirlies interrupted the reading before I 
really got started. But it is such a pleasant feeling to know 
it is resting safely in the axmoir, awaiting another dawn. 

£ ut I oan acknowledge receipt of the African House oard and 
1 oan thank you for sending along the address of The Pelican Press. 

How ^mazing you are. I reqlly wanted the Peliean Press address but 
didn t want to ask Martha ^obinson for it. I -suppose I might 
h n vejlooked in the H*ew. Orleans telephone book for it, but 
didn t realize it was in the Orescent Git;y, having a sumed it 
to have been in ^ake Gharlea or some other plaoe in the State 
but not in "ew Orleans. * 

The one vast drawback abput Pelican Press, and I must explore 
it a little more before I oome to a clear understanding of its 
status, but somehow, I believe, it is mixed up with Stewart Landry, 
and he is so anti-negro that he would think himself damned forever 
if he ever had anything to do with or permtttd-any house with which 
he is connected to print anything dispassionate about a colored 
person. I think I mentioned that in that "Plantation Life Along 
the Mississippi" he demonstrated his feelings to the ultimate by 
referring* to the African House as the "so sailed" African House. 

Of course his volume, "Quit of JSquality? set forth clearly enough just 
how crack pot he is on the subjeot, but~the "so-called" business 
takes the cake, and naturally anything real about the ^ane •‘iver 
coutry would never get to first base if he had any say about it. 

What he had in mind for a Melrose book, I gathered from what 
he said when here, was to bqgin the tale with the year 1898, devote 
the w ole thing to the Madam, and say nothing about the 18th and 
19th centuries, which is the biggest piece of tomfoolery I ever heard of. 



il 
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Sunday, October 26th, 1962, 


Dr. Bussell,, widely known in this area, including Texas, 
as ah ornithologist of distinction, —he lives near port Worth, 
dropped in to see me. He had been planning to come here for the 
last 50 years but never got around to it until today. He was 
enchanted with what he had to see and I must say my feathered 
friends seemed to rise to the occasion. My old friend, the 
mooting bird, as referred to recently, came over to feed on 
the magnolia seeds while we were standing by the 
shelf on the gallery, and a couple of warblers and no end of 
blue jays and cardinals seemed to sense a special visitor had made 
his rounds just fo their benefit, The day was sunny and warm and 
a big hand-out in the bird bar had just been carried through 
before Dr. Bussell's unannounced visit. We talted of birds and 
of Audubon and Wilson and all the rest, and Dr. Buseell threatens 
to come bact again without waiting for another half century to 
els^pse. I also made the most of his visit by enticing him to 
help de'cipher the scrawl from Mrs. Brandon. He seemed about 
her age and I though, therefore, he might be able to make out 
her writing better than the secretaries. But he found it difficult, 
if I .understood the reading correctly, it is..Susie Wailes who 
has broken her hip. This seems beyond belief, and yet that 
is what i gather. Those poor Wailes girls, who ever heard of two 
sisters at tfheir advanced age both being laid on the shelf with 
broken legs or hips or whatever it is. I shall knock off a line 
fort with, but shall name no names when referring to the accident 
until 1 am a little more sure of just whose leg got borken. 

I suppose Susie must be in her 70*8, and old enough to know better. 
What a life tose ttoo must be leading, and yet, in spite of my 
genuine sorrow for them, I must say I feel just as full of' pity 
for poor Maude who apparently is no spring chicken and must find 
life pretty rugged, --working all day and two invalids on her hands 
when day is done. The worst part of it is that 1 suspect tnere is 
a 8 ortage of money in that menage, in spite of all the sailing 
around Susi_ has been going in for during the past year. Well, 
one thing is certain, she wont be sailing around much within the 
immediate future, - that's one sure thing. 

X finished the Jefferson seoond volume last night before 
getting to hear Mr. Stevenson in Cleveland. This seoond volume of 
Malone's study leaves me just as impatient as did the first volume, 
for now I am impatient to get to the third which, for all 1 
know, hasn t even been written as yet, although-I hope it is 
well on it8 way. I suppose the next .volume of freeman's Washington 
will be ooming out before long, and that will dovetail very neatly 
into the ^alone out put. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Tuesday letter in Saturday’s post. 

o « • ^ • * f * ' • * • ** '' 

It is so good to have a glimpse of all that swirls around 
the busy isle of Manhattan, with the manifold doings of little 
Miss -*-ee, the latest wrinkle from the lands of old Simon Bolivar, 
and the evidences of thoughts and actions expended in behalf of 
lestan, 2nd. 

It was so kind of you to send along particulars regarding the 
Purchase. I am so glad to have the precise dates, both of the 
sale of Louisiana and its transfer. Palling as these do, between 
April and December, the months in between seem to be most 
auspicious both for Hew Orleans and Natchitoches, what with the 
Lenten and Spring fiestas in u o« Orleans and the pre-holiday 
celebrations that annual are going full tilt along Cane Biver 
as the year plays out. If old Bonnet will only hurry up and 
make up his mind, then plans in this area can be charted a little. 
It will b "touch and go" if the thing is ever accomplished 
withiil the yeas anyway,-and as Hew o r i Qan 3 will probably 
concentrate most of its stuff on the Spring angle, that ought 
to leave 'Natchitoches to garner statues without so much 
scuffling from the lower Delta. 

What with the weather continuing cloudless, save for the white 
haze softening the blue, the result of numerous forest fires 
all about, the situation is ideal for road runnin and the 
pilgrimage business has been brisk over the week end, — 

Florida, Oklahoma, lots of Iowa and various sections of Louisiana 
being represented. One lady, a Mrs. Butler, having seen 
the Picayune aritlce, persuaded relatives visiting her from 
Massachusetts8, to bring her down this way. She had diidained 
purchasing a Grandpere plate in town, prefering to get one from 
me. That waw a pleasant sentimental gesture, and I was sorry 
I didn't have a Grandpere to roll in her direction. But 
Bock ^all ought to got some more to me soon, and this will satisfy 
a few other sentimental souls in the immediate' neighborhood, for 
today two mulattoes oarae to see me at different times, asking if 
they could get a Grandpere plate to send to this or that realtive 
away off in the Dorth or West. 


about 


The encosused note is from Charles "unningham. So much to talk 
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Monday, October 27th, 1952, 


I'm so glad you were lucky enough to catoh Mrs. Booeevolt on 
the air the other night. Perhaps I have remarked in an earlier 
iuemo that I was that lucky, too. Yesterday a brief news report 
on the radio mentioned that Jr. otevenson was having breakfast 
ith the lady at Hyde Park. I am so glad. So muoh of her life 
up to 35 was so looking in happiness, I invariably feel a special 
little glow around the heart when I learn that somethin pleasant 
has happened to he. in these later yoars. I still think the 
thing that pleased me most was that time a year or so baok when 
the fountains of Versailles in mid winter were sot -to splashing for 
her speoial delectation when she was passing through the 
park. Somehow it was an expression of the ultimate by something 
supreme in Europe for someone who is about the last word in person ality 
for someone from America, and suoh examples of politeness must 
re 6 - ster mightily in the heart of one who still musk carry a 
lot of shadows in her own breast, 

i got -around to do a little reading last night,— 
sampling a fcage or two from "Boyal Plush" whioh opens in the 
Louvre where nenriette d'Angleterre are slowly freezing while 
Charles 1st of England is awaiting execution in far off London. 

I also dipped into a couple of chapters of 'Louis XIV, according 
to Louis Bertrand, and found it as engaging as before, even though 
the errors in Cleveland Chase's translation still remain as 
glaring as they strudfc me the first time I read it, following 
a bit of the translation I did of some of the book on ray own 
hook. But in spite of the omissions, twists of original meanings 
and condensation, it still gives a concept of Louis XIV that 
surpaw8e8 anything else I know of in Hnglieh. 

t 

Late this evening, Hd Hand oame to see me, bringing a flock 
of people with him. But I was glad we had an opportunity 
to chat a little when he oame by to see me before letting 
his guests in the front gate, -^e says hie business, —insurance, 
looks as chough it is going to provide him with a living, and I 
am so glad he is making out nicely in that lino of endeavor. 

often this week end my thoughts have turned toward **adam ^aroo and 
Susie with their borfcen hips and Helen and Carolyn in their flattened 
out situation. 'How odd all those things should have transpired as 
they did. 

I have neglected the Underwood today and so must roll up 
ray sleeves now and get going. • It has been suoh a nicd week end, 

thanks to the gleams of sunshine slanted this way by little iiiss Lee... 


Memor andum: 

' It's wonderful how dumb some people oan sometimes be. I 
cite my own oase as a prize example. 

Father Callahan received an invitation to a meeting of 
the Historical Sooeity in Alexandria on November 10th, —and 
heaven or hell alone knows by whom it was sent. 

He expressed the thought to the lady caross the fenoe that it 
would be delightful to go together, hiss assistant Fathers, along 
with her and the speaker of the evening. Celeste thought it 
a wonderful idea and chided me for not tell her about the business 
ere now. 

In today'8 post came a note from la Montespan. as she 
is a friend of Mrs. Bowman, a member of the Society, and as 
the Town Talk will advertise the speech in advance, -—hummmmmramm. 

I spoke to *is “*ajeste regarding the infinite possibilities. 

He dismissed the matter as of no moment, saying "she would never 
go to such a thing", I shall speak to him again-about' the 
matter. If I read«ti.e stars correctly, there's a pretty good 
chance 1 may back out at the last minute. After all, 
there will be some kind of a reception following the meeting. What 
an inspiration for me to harangue a crowd, knowing full well 
it may well include a oouple of full sized atom bombs, 
scheduled to explode before the evening is finished. Thank you. 

No ‘ But what puzzles me is why I didn T t anticipate all this before 
I started 't e thing. Surely I should have my head examined. 

With two weeks ahead of me, I ought to be able to solve this 
problem if 1 have any sense left at all. Perhaps I shall be able 
to do so * to everyone 8 saiety and satisfaction, and in 
the mean time, I shall proceed on a day-to-day basis. 

Last night I read a few more pa c ,es from the Bertrand opus. 

John Knight is the reader. His French pronunioation is.good and 
therefore I am struck by two exceptions, wherein for 
Marechal l’urenne, he pronounces it "Mareohal Tuareene and 
for Bussy Habutin, he manes it "Bussy ArVvtJ-P?,. Isn t~that odd. 
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. I.found myself wondering as to what influences had been 
brought to bear on Senator McOa thy prior to the delivery of 
his obviously over publicized speeoh. The material didn't seem 
to have much by way of novelty in it and the way it was dished out 
seemed to suggest the Senator wasn't up to his usual outrageous 
self. Pehaps the version I heard at 8:30 was a transcription, 
for on ocoasion phrases were repeated much after the manner 
of the reading machine when something goes wrong with the record, 
fhe system over which he was speaking is very poor in this area, 
as the two outlets from whioh anything at all can be heard are 
so close to other stations that 0 h® hears two programs going con¬ 
currently which takes away much b from effectiveness. My guess 
is that the performance gathered in no extra converts for the oause. 


7/ith the cotton ginning beginning to taper off, the 
amount of cotton hulls begins increasing. I had a couple 
of mountains dragged to Arenbourg today and thus a snug covering 
against the cold is guaranteed for the "children", not to mention 
a bountiful supply of extra food for them as the-season advances 
and the hulls be c in decomposing, Madam Begard remarked 
tne other day that she could rera inber when she came to Louisiana 
50 years ago,- everybody was still burning the cotton seed. 

It s strange how slow people are to consider conserfving 
• the refuse fe-souroes, for plantations to the North and 

South of Melrose, —the Hyman Johen below and the ex-Sam Tobin 
place above gaily discharge the gin's output of hulls slap into 
the river, ..first rate 'fertilizer that certainly ought to 
contribute mightily to the growth of seaweed' and whatever other 
aquatic vegetation flourishesin the water, 

t • 

I must thank you again for having been so thoughtful as to 
eend me the advertisement of historical plates in your next 
to the la&t letter. I'ho Knowledge that advertisement provided me 
with a comprehension that would have been a little oonfusing had 
you not be so kind as to send it. Today, for example, came . 
a woman from Houston, accompanied by her sister and brother-in- 
law from M f)8sachu8etts. I suppose the Houston lady had seen the 

Massachusetts people, hearing a disoussion 
of the °ane ^iver plates*, mentioned they had seen them photographed 
in Time or Mfe, they weren't sure which. And as they were 
in this seotion of the state, they decided it would be nice to 
purohase them direotly from the designer. This is the third 
time l have heard of the Cane Biver plates being nationally ad¬ 
vertised. Isn t that confusion delightful, and wouldn't the 
real advertisers be disappointed that we should be enjoying 
additional publicity through their efforts with-which we are in 
no way concerned.*.,,.,,. 
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Tuesday, Qotober 28th, 1962. 


Memorandum: , 

How nice to find your lovely letter of Thursday 
in today's post. 

It is so pleasant at the end of the day to be able to 
spend a half hour such as I have Just experienced, in 
sharing vignettes of you through its lines. I reckon 
a more rapid reads, would have run through it faster but 
I find vast satisfaction in the slowness with whioh Lee proceeds 
in letters from little Miss Lee. 

1 liked the observations you had to make regarding Nina 
and possible designs, and tanks for telling me about the 
spelling, —a matter I would not know about if someone like 
you, so thoughtful on every point, did not call it to my , 
attention, ■“in’a herself has mentioned it in the past, but 
1 reckon i must have forgotten it, and i suppose that is 
more likely to make such variations in spelling, since i 
don t see it in print. I hope you will always let me know 
aboflt such matters, since it is only through your kind offices 
that such points ever come to my notice and 1 should like 
to keep such things as much in line with actualities as possible. 

As you point out, in the matter 'of the plaies, there is 
much involved to put the thing over to advantage, and I shall 
give the whole subject some careful consideration before 
proceeding to any length. 1 think the idea sufficiently 
worth while to retain, even thohgh realization of it must 
of necessity be delayed a little. Among other things coming 
unaer consideration would be financing the thing, but l 
think i could anage that without much difficulty by 
having the potential organizations for which they would be 
designed and manufactured underwriting the initial 
investment so that everything above that would b« 
profit. I shall dwell bn this point fuiher as I give the 
matter additional thought. 
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I laughed at the statement you quoted under the 
name of Mrs. ^olloman, as photogropher of "most" of the 
Illustrations. As the picture of the big house was 
taken by “arry Smith, that just about leaves out everything, 
in view of the faot that the plates themselves were brought 
out under the auspices of little -lies Lee. But, as you 
opined, is proof that the xucca pictures were in the 
original layout. I don t recall just what the wording under 
the Grandpere plate ie.^but when it was hurriedly read to 
mo, it stu ck me that there was something about that 
phraseology, too, that was obviously composed wit*, a view to 
other pictures, and probably another arrangement of 
that picture of Grandpere, so far as the original scheme 
of the rioayune layout was concerned. But the important 
thing is that-the plates were reproduced, although it must 
be said that the average reader of the ricayune would 
have found a heap more interest in the Cane xtivex Country than 
in the other aesigns that appeared. 

And how nice of you to mention extra copies of the 
article. I was supposed to receive a couple of extra ones 
which wore to be brought by Dr. Rand who has not appeared with 
them ae yet. I shall see him within the next coupler of 
weeks, and if he forgot me, A shall let you know. 

I am so glad Indian Summer made a return visit to Manhattan, 
and l hope it continues to lii^er. *»ack jj’rost is supposed 
to make a round at this bend of the river tonight, and what 
with Carolyn in the hospital, i reckon it will be Spring before 
she gets any pictures, i’here was a letter from her today. 

She, you will' recall, mentioned having to go in for repairs, 
and in dropping her a line, i mentioned a physician passing 
this way the day before, had mentioned a heed for repairs whioh 
had put his wife in the hoepital, explaining that "repairs" 
in his seotion of the medical profession, i diented post 
birth adjustments being required, x pofesed this news along • 
to Carolyn, tossing in the observation that it was a pity i hadn't 
let her b rrow the family bidet when she hended out foT 7/ashington 
and the state .Department so that all this repair job would have 
been unnecessary, nence her response. 

A, ain, and for the billionth time, i must express ray amazement 
at your wonderful powers of observation*, as witness by your 
rem.mbranee of tne hotel ae oalm lLegion d'Honneur on the banks 
of the Seine. I cherish every word you had to say in reference to 
that matter and attendant ones, now time does jog along, and yet 
because of tho perfect harmony obtaining in certain quarters, 

.time, in a way, doesn't seem to enter into things at all, for every 
day is but a continuation of yesterday's happinesses, thanks to you... 


7 ednesuay, October jMQth, 1952. 


Memorandum' 

how nice to find your Saturday letter, so unexpected, in 
today’s post, how uice tha, we could get tl^is little 
chat in edgeways between jumps. .1 lingered a little ong 
on my sj.de of the Jump, however., and so did not quite finish y^ur 
letter before an interruption forced me, at the close of 
day, to tuck the envelope in the armoir awaiting tho morrow. 

I read with interest your acoount of your surprise about 
the manusoript having appeared in Hew Orleans without 
any one having known about it until the Martha Robinson 
information oame through. 

Having learned, as. we have, from Daisey in the Dell that 
Mrs. Crager leans in ,the. direction of the "Tobaooo Road" type 
of literature., one mustn't be surprised that she would find 
nothing ,to her liking in~the Melrose document. Like 
Harnett Kane who supposedly has spent all his life in 
Louisiana and doesn t know a crepe myrtle or a sweet olive when 
confronted by eithef, how in the world could Tees Crager 
of the Patlkner sohool of grim realities be expected to 
comprehend what -lelroee is all about. I suppose we 
are to gather from what little we don't know, that 
Hastings house sent the manufeoript slap to her for an 
opinion by a Louisiana expert. She app rantly kept it a long 
time and then returned it to stings House with a negative 
response whichi-we could have told bastings House in advance, had 
they advised us of their Intention before hand, and Hastings 
Houee, in turn, sent the manuscript baok to its starting point. 

Surely Hastings House was distinctly out of order. As 
you remark in the case of James Cain writing to Wilkerson, 
the thing, if not remarkably unimaginative,'was unethical, 

I shall await hearing from or seeing Mratha Robinson, —an 
event which will undoubtedly take plaoe soon, and then after 
I learn what I can from that souroe, I shall drop a little 
note to Hastings House. So far as our manuscript is concerned, 
a complaint to Hastings House would be crying over spilt milk, 
but a protest on our part might well save someone else 
from a similar experience. 
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And speaking of the Cragers, I wrote them a letter 
the other day, passing along the names of a oouple of 
local people who wanted copies of their "Children of Strangers". 

In today's post came a copy of that new edition, as a present 
for me. I am sorry they wrote their names in it, : or I 
would hounoe it in the direction of 908. If you would 
lilce the book and would care to tear out the page on which 
ray name appears, you are quite welcome to it. Just let me 
know if you should wish it. >»o far as preserving it as 
a souvenir o the publishers, it means nothing to me. 

. In making acknowledgement of their gift, I naturally 
made no reference to Martha Robinson s information, but merely 
thanked them and remarked that as festivities are planned for 
St. Augustin's Church this coming year, there will probably 
be several raulattoes present who may want the book if it 
be called to their attention and that I am always glad to 
mention their publication when pilgrims passing this 
way express interest in Lyle,'s novel. L believe 
the present edition is prioea at #3.00, but I suppose they 
may or may not write advising me on this point, although 
I aid ask them about the point in an earlier letter, sinoe 
pilgrims frequently inquire about its availability and price. 

The forest fires about which the r,adio speaks and perhaps 
the newspapers mention, are still burning merrily. I 
knv of no conflagrations in this immediate area but 
the drift of the smoke must be extensive since all last 
everying and last night and this morning the smoke was so 
thick in the air hereabouts that it was difficult to 
see very far, and the soent was strong in one's nostrils and 
the eyes smarted in consequence of its potency. Tonight 
the waxing moon takes on a persimmon oolor bause of the 
haze, I suppose and the leather Brueau assures us that 
there isn t the*slightest sign of rain between here and the 
Canadian border whenoe comes most of our weather at this time 
of yelf.I can find a letter recently to hand from Mrs. toward i 
shall enclose it. I got a kick out of her impression s^ie 
wab having a Bontlfical audience when last here, 1 don t seem 
to remember anything special about her visit but it is - 
interesting that Texas, in this instance, should have stumbled 
oyer anything in my persbnality suggestin the Holy Papa. 

Madam Howard is a sights On the political front, I have come 
to the conclusion Stevenson will win by a vote or two or Hisenhower 
by a landslide, —one or the other and i don t know which. I 
heard Madam Roosevelt introduce thd Covernor°in Madison Square 
last night and hoped that you, too, were that lucky. 
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Thursday, Uotober 30th, 1962. 


Memor and um t 

We had a good frost last night but it warmed up today, 
although the sun's rays_ oast scant if any shotows, what with 
the heavy gauze of smoke blanketing this whole r egion. The 
excessive drought not only keeps the forests as dry as tinder but 
the small patches of woods and even the grass along the highways 
are burning in patches herd and'there. Just to keep the smudge- 
pot going. The woods were on fire between here and 
Montgomery last night and although they go the business 
under control last evening, they are stillsmoldering in out 
of the way plaoes. J. H. b plantation at Cognac, --between 
Bermuda and- Montgomery was sending up inoense during the 
past 24 hours but, oddly enough, no place in the rarish 
hae there been any report of farm buildings or crops being 
effected. * 

Shreveport issue a long range preddiotion for the 
status of the eather between now and next Tuesday's election and 
it was "Pair without much change in temperature". When * 

•the clouds eventually make up their mind to put~in an appearance, 

I suppose we shall be showered with oceans of water. 

•fc'here was an odd assortment of mail today. If I 
have an opportunity to got the addresses from some of it, I 
will enclose or send it under separate cover. I think you 
will get as big a kick as I'did out of the letter referring 
to my apoearanoe before the Historical society, wherein one 

must mention that to Hr. Hand wnen I see him down yonder.. I think 
he will like that one. 

I shall respond in the negative to the Senior Class of 
the Montgomery High School,, asking for a tour on the 7th. 

J shall reply affimmatively to some colored sCudentB of Alexandria, 
asking the same thing for the 6th. My schedule is rather heavy 
at the moment and if any corners have to be cut, they will be 
trimmed where the hill billies are concerned and not at the expense 
of the colored folks. 
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And speaking of letters, I wi,sh Martha Robinson weren't 
so mucji like Uaroly'h Ramsey in the way get dilly-dallies about 
answering mail, I should like to hear from her before I 
respond to the Crager letter coming to hand today, I need 
scarcely tell you I will decline having anything to do 
with Crager publications. Perhaps I may be interested in 
her counter offer regarding the plates. Perhaps la Robinson 
will be pa sing this way eventually and I can got a little 
clearer picture of the Basement Bookshop set up, I can't 
imagine anybody in flew Orleans being interested in Cane River 
creations, --devoted to that region, —but something like 
the St. Pranoisville creations might get somewhere. I 
shall not rush in to a response and naturally shall not 
close the door tight. Perhaps, too, I oan put 
la -rager in touch with somebody in town who might be 
interested in oarrying her publications, and I shall use 
the telephone to that end. I suppose my ira> ression of 
the Cragers is something of a composite picture of a 
variety of word pictures, etched by Lyle and others, 
on which in reoent months, n has been added that of 
Daisey in the Dell. Prom everything I have heard about them, 

I conclude they are fine people but possessed of personalities 
that wouldn t precisely jibe with my own and I prefer to 
keep relations on a polite but not too friendly a basis, 
"Pontifical'' might be the word Mrs. Howard would employ. 

I am glad.you sent along the dipping about Alioe Walworth, 

It seems so long sinoe I have heard anything about her that 
I was beginning to wonder if she was still in circulation. She 
is another one who suffers from writer's cramp, which is a great 
pity, so far as her friends are concerned, sinoe many of them 
would qnjoy the contact of letters with a pereon so gifted and 
so delightful. Come to think of it, perhaps that is just 
the reason she doesn't bother about writing sinoe the delights 
of her personality always provide her with admiring friends where 
ever she ohancee to be, and therefore with all that constantly 
bubblee about her, she finds adquate companionship among 
those close to her physically and accordingly oan assume everyone 
else from whom she is absent finds sufficient oontaots that 
are equal to the delights of herself,- making correspondence 
unnecessary for herself and her friends when she moves on to 
some other geographical situation. Poor Alice. 

And now I must roll up my sleeves and have a go at some 
letters before fishing around in the enter to see what candidate is 
holding forth tonight. I hope the quiet of your own menage 
and the absence of guests makes such "fishing" possible, too. 
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October 31st, 1952, being Friday, 
when witohes are said to ride 
ti.eir broom sticks. 


Meraor hand tun; 

Another lovely day, with a breeze of 15 to 20 miles an 
hour, fanning the forest fires anew, it is said, and especially 
around Shreveport and south of there,-even into Bienville 
Parish which gets it pretty close to Briarwood, sinoe a 
cart of n r iarwood, I believe, ie in Bienville Parish. I 
think of the sisters Dormon often these days* what with their 
house slap in the middle of the woods. 

Phis morning Celeste and Madam Regard took off for 
Mansura. i'hey always go there for All Saints. Madam Regard 
will remain there while Celeste goes on to "ew'Orleans for 
a few day's frolio. J. H. wasn't here for supper tonight, — 
business in Alexandria, *1 suppose. I hope it doosn t move up 
this way over the week end, * 


In Mansura are buried Dr. Regard and his two sons. I try 
to be charitable when Celeste sometimes gets on her high horses 
for I realize she may well have inherited some of her father's ’ 
temperament, Regard was difficult. He onoe gave up 

his praotios, owned a couple of big plantations, built a bank 
and ran hie holuings up to a million. He divorced'ii a dara Regard 
after tne children were grown up, married his secretary, and 
then, divorcing the latter, remarried ^adato Regard, He was 
finally wiped out financially and went baok to his medioal praotioe, 
a tyrant in the ho e, so far as domestic arrangements, food, etc. 
were concerned, “*adara Regard must have had the patience of Job * 
to have put up with him, i’he Aadam used to giggle in her 
beard about something thpt once happened in the Regard menage. 

It seems Dr. Regard didn t like the aroma of the bread that 
was rising in the pantry? He pioked up the pan and tossed 
the whole thing out of the window, a prize rooster, belonging 
to a neighbor, had stolled into the Regard garden, and somehow 
became entangled in the dough, got bogged down, and was 
a perfect ruin so far as plummage was concerned before he was 
extricated. I like that tale pretty well myself. 

a ***#* 1 • * ■* 

The incoming mail continues fulsome. Something happened 
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to the secretaries this evening. I reckon they are all too busy 
polishing up their brooms to bother about correspondence. Perhaps 
I shall catch up with them over the week end. 


Last night's frost put the finishing touches on the greenery 
on most of the more delicate things. There's no point in 
picture taking, so far as color goes, as between now and next March. 
Did I mention that I plan moving the bananas occupying the 
middle section along the front gallery. Later in the season, 

I shall set them out on a double curve, running from the last 

£ ost at the extreme Hast and West end of the gallery, so the 
all of greenery next summer will form a court from the gallery 

to the pot, at which point the new avant cour will expand into 
another semi-circle, as it does no^». I envision the effeot as 
being rather pretty and withal ultra tropical in appearanoe as 
one approaches Yucoa. t 


Somebody or other in the seed business in Dallas wrote 
the other day, asking how I would like some bulbs. L don't 
remember the peoplebht ± answered and asked about zinnia 
seed. Heaven knows there are plenty of bulbs around this 
plaoe but I think oceans of zinnias next year would be nice, 
among other places they would look nice, I think wquld be around 
the big pot,’for the velvety colors of their blossoms ought 
to shine to especial advantage against such a metalic background 
as the rusty curve of the cauldron. ’ 2innias seeds aren't 
planted to advantage in t'his area uritil early April, so-I 

f ess -i- am anticipating the zinnia situation far enough in advance. 

think one can get white zinnias, and I think some of them 
would look pretty in deep summer around the base of the sun dial, 

I shall plant some, too, with the verbena in the big pots atop 
themetal columns from the Tuoker garden^ —if I ever get the 
latter. They usually are in flower for at least 6 months of 
the year, -wwhich is better than most flowers do, and besides 
I like their old fashioned gaiety. I know not why, but they 
always remind me, —a big bed of varigated colors, of .those old 
patoh work quilts that a generation or two ago, were forever 
being contrived 


I heard an announcement over some national Broadcasting statio 
last night that g ve me the shivers. The speaker said on eleotlon 
night all programs would be cleared and that a vote by vote 
account of the election returns would be given. I hope the 
fellow was talking through his hat; With 50 or 60 million 
people expected to cast ballots, a vote by vote report would 
certainly•get tiresome a.ter the first few months, I should imagine. 


And so we head into a week end. I shall be thinking of 
little Miss Lee and hoping hers is restful and nfce. 
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Sunday, November 2nd, 1952., 


Memorandum: • . 

Hurly burly is the word for the week end, but withal a rather 
pleasant one. And the skies remain cloudless, save for the smoke, 
and the promise straight ahead is for fair weather. 

Ben came to see me rather early this morning. What with the 
cotton crop harvested, he is terminating h«x his year, as of 
November 1st'instead of December 31st. He is going into some kind 
of Government business, i believe, —perhaps one of the Agricultural 
agencies, ~F. H. A., or some suoh. He is suoh a nice person 
I shall miss hi* much, even though we seldom did ever see each other, 
save at dinner. 

A letter in Saturday's post from Hoblna mentioned the 
possibility of coming down this way next Sunday. I con¬ 
cluded she meant' a week hence. When she appeared on my gallery 
just after dinner, i was quite surprised. &he brought a friend 
with her and a bottle of good Sherry and we had a pleasant 
and prolonged sitting, interrupted now and then by other 
callers, during which interludes, Hobina could give her 
companion a little tour of the place. 

Lira. Andrew Bowman was one of the callers, bringing 
her husband and two guests with her. She wanted some more 
plates, and said perhaps there would be a stepped up demand for them 
this week as a result of the daily broadcasts about them over 
central Louisiana radio. stati ons. Hhe asked me if I didn t 
think the remarks about me over the air today had been excellently 
contrived on the K A L B and the A.B.C. net work. I-didn t 
know any such business was going on and forgot to ask her'- 
if it das in connection with the Historical Society meeting 
a week kence, which I suppose it is, or some other angle. It seems 
rather early to be beating the drum for a November 10th meeting, 
but perhaps the radio stations find themselves with time on their 
hands, now that the politicians have just about folded up their 
beards, and so perhaps they will grab at anything to fill in 
space. I wish I had asked at what time this subject is touched on 
for I should like to have some idea what bait is being held out 
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in order that I may the better adjust my own remarks when 
the session gets under way. 

And while the Bowmans and Benholmes were milling about 
in the gardens,, other, people came with whom 1 did not bother, 
what with my intentness on settling matters with la Bowman, and 
getting that contingent on its way in order to pick up 
conversation with Bobina. After the departure of the Bhreveport- 
Alexandria guests, I approached the other people who had been 
strolling about for quite a long time and discovered them 
to be the Hollomans. I took the opportunity to dictate a 
rought skeleton for the Yellow fever article for the Picayune 
for 1963, suggested,she consult some newspaper files in flew rleans 
to discover if Louisiana did anything about the Louisiana Purchase 
100 th anniversary in that year of "the soourge", and gave 
her a tentative account of what I shall probably say in Alexandria 
of the 10th, aqd sugg4ested she contact a i»ew w rleans 
representative of the Associate or tne United Press, so that 
some publicity may be forthcoming as a result at the speeoh 
in behalf of the statue, providing during the coming week 
things have unfolded any further in reference to the Government 
of prance on this matter. If the red tape boys are still 
busy unwinding red tape, perhaps a little blast in the press might 
encourage them to work a little faster. I must admit it seems 
a little premature to express gratitude through the press for 
a gift whioh hasp, t aotually been offered as yet, but airing 
the possibilities of such an expression of gratitude in antiopation 
of such a gift might, indeed, tend to give the dwaddlors a push and 
an inspiration to make up their minds so that central 
Louisiana can begin formulating plans for the festivities. 

I read a few pages from. "Boyal Plush" last night. It is 
an English recording by a reader who puts lots of zest into his 
words. The story opens in and around Paris (Ohaillot, 
at. Germain-ey-Laye, etc) at the time of the Pronde, with 
Henrietta a'Angleterre the central figure, although her mother, 
the widow of the recently be-hoaded Charles 1st, dominating most 
of the scenes. Louis XlV and his brother. Monsieur, who will later 
marry Henrietta, are about 12 or 14 years old at the time the 
story begins. l'l)e historical aspects are neatly worked into 
the novel without seeming to be more than oasual incidents, and 
while the tale possesses nothing of the A. Dumas, pere, verve for 
exciting one's curiosity as tq what is going to happen next, 
still the picture it presents of the people and the times is 
expertly handled 

A big orange ( colored moon is up and I must go give a be-lated 
supper to Celeste's animals and my own, after which I must knook off 
some letters and thenoe to bed. I hope your week end has been 
as pleasant but less active. 



Monday, flovember 3rd, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

' Ihe primary difference between today and yesterday is 
an Bast wind which probably is no h6lp to the forest fire fighters. 

' An absence of pilgrims gave me much freedom to do a 
bit of gardening, and thanks to tho visit of Jack Prost last 
week, there are plenty of canna beds that should be put to 
rights and bedded down for the winter. With the thermometer 
"hoovering" around 80, a short sleeved, shortfall shirt 
was quite adequate, and it soems a little odd banketing 
pi ant 8 in such temperature. But the cotton hulls will help 
hold down the moisture that it applied by hose, and with 
the promise for oodler days beginning on the morrow, i reokon 
the pl’ants wont make the mistake of supposing spring 
has arrived. 

... * r ^ , I hr i rtrrn * irn Hfk /jtf fii£> * i i a ( j 

Everyone continues to speculate on the results of tomorrow's 
election. *J. u . was ohattiug with Bari ±*ong who declared 
Eisenhower is going to win by a landslide ,and prediots his 
administration will be about the poorest we have had in quite 
a while. ' As a politician, Mr. -“ong apparently doesn't think 
very highly of the Gene', al ' b chances of shining in the No. 1 
executive post. As for myself, I can't figure out how anybody 
in tho executive depn tment can do much if the same type of 
Congress is returned to office. Por the next two years at least, 
ti.ere will be many a program submitted and rejected, I suppose, 
and except for policies favorable to big business,, l reokon 
• the ''overnment will be one of those do-nothing things, with 
efforts by the executive ehort circuited by the legislature 
at about every turn. 

I hoard Aowell fhoraas tonight for the first time in quite 
a while. I thought his presentation of political news fairly 
well balanced but showing an unmistak.able preference for 
the General. I accordingly looked forward to hearing how Ed. Morrow 
would handle the'same basket of chips. I thought he handled 
the problem with objectivity. His performance reoalled his 
promise at the outset of the campaign to do throughout Just 
what he finished up with on this final night before election. 

As I look back over the months since Chicago, i am surprised 
to find how few oommentators I have listened to. The 
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Reverend "Kattleborn 1 * I have heart only once or twice. He 
definitely was beating the drum for SBC and big money. 

I have heard aimer Davis most consistently. He has obviously 
been for ate enson all the way through. Ciroumstanoes 
prevented me from hearing martin Legonsti .very much, I must say 
he rivaled id. Morrow in trying to keep to an objective 
presentation. His utter disgust for such people as McCarthy, 

“enner, flixon and the like, however, seemed to keep his big guns 
pretty much trained on those outrageous personalities, so while 
his listeners might not be able to say he favored Stevenson, 
they couldn't be mistakened that he wasn't fox a flock of 
the noisey big shots in the General's entourage. 

One more political thing, and I'm finished on that score 
for this sitting. The Louisiana ballot is an extensive one, 
and includes about 34 amendments to the State Constitution, — 
and this part of the ballot itself ought to require any thoughtful 
cerson about an hour to check intelligently. The polls 
open tomorrow morning at 6 and close tomorrow night at 9. 

It is calculated 12 minu es will be required to count eaeh 
ballot. If each place where the votes are counted can absorb 
them at only five an hour, Louisiana ought to know which way the 
vote wont along aboutThanksgiving, I should imagine. I suppose 
the larger oities may have voting machines which will make 
tabulating automatic, I suppose, but I don p t know if 
amendments are handled through voting machines or not, but 
assume they are not. Be that aB it nmy, it looks as though 
the politicians counting Louisiana votes this year ought for once 
to earn their money. 

Two things Hobina mentioned-yesterday which I think 1 
did not mention. She is voting for Risenhoiyer although she 
regrets Taft,< "obviously a better man" didn t get the nomination. 
Heferring, to her conversation with Caroly n on the 'phone, she 
said Carolyn was putting through a oall to Helen's dootor that 
night, on the assumption a physician might speak with greater 
frankness to a distant friend than a relative present at the bed side, 
it was Carolyn*8 understanding that nelen, although responding to 
requets to move her y eyes to right and left and so on, she had 
not as yet uttered a word. I have written ■Lucille a couple 
of letters, supposing she is back from Chloago, but she is 
a poor hand at oorres ondenoe, and I reckon word will come through 
from some othe source before we hear from her. 

, ~y mere chance all five time pieoes in this house have 
stopped and apparently require tinkering, i always take my little 
leather traveling clock to bed with me, and shall do so tonight re¬ 
gardless, but shall send it in to town tomorrowto be rigged up. I 
love that little clock which has been with me nightly ever since. 
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Tuesday, Hovember 4th, 1952. 


Memorandum: « 

I write a little later than usual, having waited to cah 
a glimpse as to which way the wind was blowing politically 
before taking Underwood in hand. 

bo far as the Democrats are concerned, all that remains is 
to pick up the pieces. I suppose the most heartening thing' 
tha can be said about Mr. Stevenson is that, thanks to this 
election, a man of obvious stature has emerged on the soene, — 
something of which the people can be proud and an individual 
who, by his position as leader of the opposition, may' tend 
to inspire the Republicans to keep more to the straight and 
narrow path, since he uudoubtedly will be a constant threat 
to the party going into power. I especially regret that 
Senator Benton, as a forcefor good, went down to defeat while 
McCarthy, representing the worst aspects of political life, 
has apparantly been swept into office, —somethin 6 to 
rankle on ^r. iSisenhow'er' s .conscious for the ensuing 6 years. 

What puzzles me most at the moment is how Ohio with 
its thumping Republican viootry, failed to elect Charles Taft. 

I believe '’Washington correspo dents have long voted Senator Brioker 
as the poorest excuse for anything in the U. S. Senate, and 
yet Ohio returns him regardless. I haven't heard anything about 
Charles Taft during the campaign but as he is supposed to 
represent a liberal line of jpolitical, I guess it is but 
lo gical that he should have been swept aside, while a Brioker, 
representing everything that is stupid and reactionary should 
carry everything before him. 

It seems to me that while Mr, Risenhower manifestly paid 
too high a prioe for his election.in taoitly flirting with 
the Genners and McCarthy, elements, he is nevertheless an honeet 
man. Sooner or latex he is going to have to make up his 
mind aB to whether the Old Guard is going to-be the dominant 
foroe in his administration, so far as the Executive Department 
is concerned, or if the more liberal elements, as represented by 
the Deweys and the Lodges, will hold the balanoe. With 
the Dixiecrat Senators voting with the conservative wing of 
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the Republican party, it is obvious the ultra conservative 
Senate, as personaified by Taft, are in complete control of 
that august body. It was that element, of course, that stale¬ 
mated the Truman legislative program, and I am quite sure 
they will do the same to any proposals that might come from 
Eisenhower, if, indeed, he should have in mind to recommend any 
legislation beneficial to segments of society outside that of 
entrenched wealth. The election hs shown the united States 
still has a two party system, and in the nest of reactionary 
Senators may be found the seed of a situation which in 1956 will 
give liberalism another chance to offer a program which will 
p obably seem desireable after another four years of Sentaorial 
reaction. 

I heard nobody in this area’ express any enthusiasm over 
today's p opportunity to cast ballots, but somewhere along the 
line, one postal employee must have been dreaming of 
vaster horizons than those represented by the mail pouches, since 
as has happened once or twice before, the sacks labiled. for 
Melville, Louisiana, containing first class mail, were delivered 
to Melrose, and I assume Melrose sacks went to Melville — 
some post office down South Louisiana way, I reckon the switch 
ought to oe straightened out by Wednes-ay or Thursday at the latest. 

Tonight's weather report sounds mighty unusual, for a drizzle 
is predicted for .i'odnosday, After all these weeks of drought and 
xorest fires, dust and smoke, a few particles of water from on 
hifch would certainly be a novel innovation, 

x*ate this afternoon I discovered a pile of earth newly 
turned over in the limited space between the bay tree sprouts aud 
tne sugar pot, the bay leaves partioally concealing the 
hole that had been dug beneath the pot. It was about 
big enough to permit a good sized rabbit to enter, and obviously 
lead to the space between the cement blocks, conoealled by 
the eart , on which the pot is elevated. Getting down on all 
fours, e stuck ra^ nose into, the hole, my forehead resting against 
; ne eide of the pot, nnd pioture my surprise when I discovered 
that about two inches from my nose was tne probosis of a 
pole cat who appeared Just about as astonished to see me as I 
to encounter him. I expect he must be of t e family living 
under Yucca and I have no desire to discourage him from remaining 
tflose by as a friendly neighbor. But as I don t want the foundations 
of the pot weakened, I shall op the morrow do Ghat I can to urge 
him to give up the idea of setting up housekeeping on the particular 
site he has seleoted, I hope his manners are such that he doesn't 
feel impelled to argue the point, But now it is high time I 
folded up my beard ?nd called it a day Burely it has been an 

“ri. da ^c„7 Goa 1,1668 “ r - utti. ai8S 


■Vednes.ay, November 5th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Thursday letter in today's post. 
There were a dozen or fifteen others, some of which, I suppose 
had been to Melville, or some such'place, and they all 
sit snugfcy in the armoir. 

One of the dwaddlimg secrtaries showed up by 
Just as we were beginning the first letter, - yours, — J. H. 
interrupted, ne had suddenly decided to head out for the 
31o Grande with J. Williams, and wanted to tell me as 
to his whereabouts during the next few days, —and by the 
time he had withdrawn, the secretary had vanished, I am 
under, the impression that when school begins 'again on Next 
Monday, following the seasonal vacation for cotton picking, 

I may be able to contrive something better, -- I hope. 


And then, as between this paragraph and the above, 
another secretary appeared out, of th night. It seems 
somebody down the road, —"Cousin Aug, two houses below 
Mxxx ’2Lr. Earnest's house, is having a gumbo, and you may be 
sure it wae the anticipation of getting the withal" to 
round up a plate of gumbo that impelled this late appearance 
about which i am not'complaining since it gave me an 
opportunity to read your letter. 

L-arp so sorry you haven't been feeling quite up to 
snuff and i do hope you are collapsing at every opportunity 
on the downy couoh. 

Youraooo nt of your flight to the. Hamptons was 
'charming and I'm so glad you have the little breathing 
spaoe in the garden which sounds like a delightful situation. 

The secret garden idea is so pleasant, and how doubly so it 
must mean, for the owner, now that.it is the final 
resting place of the companion* I used to know the 
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harapton Bay area a little although I had forgotten about 
'the sand dunes until yotl recalled them to mind I could 
gladly havp Joined you in having another loot at them, and, 
if you don t mind, tating a turn in the garden, —and ultimately, 
sampling the sea food which I lite much, —all exoept the fish, 
which 1 seem to prefer out of cans labeled "Tuna”. 

I hope the Journey to and fro from town wasn't too enervating 
and that the temperature was pleasant, I have been following 
the Mnahattan weather reports this past west Whatwith all 
the details tinat seem to cover such particulars at 
the world series; __both in baseball and politios and 
I gather that there is definitely a* suggestion 6f late 
autum n your ozone, if, indeed, the first touoh of 
winter hasn't made itself felt, 

1 While 'I think of it. I would inquire ^bout the ribbon 
grass you saw at the Haptons, In this looality, 
it attains the height of from 8 to 15 feet but what 
with the mildness of the climate here and the riohness of 
the noil, ..-nong Island being famous for neither, I suppose, 
the grass probably attains a more reasonable growth. Here 
its foamy whitness begins emerging from the earth i n 
late February or early uaroh, and after reaching a height 
of five or sio feet, begins introducing the green stripes 
along its leaves which by mid summer transpose the whiteness 
, of Spring to an almost solid light green; and by July 
the big tufts or plumes, always reaohing above the rest 
of the unadorned,stalks, comes into its fulness,, I 
may conclude this paragraph ^n a sour note by saying somebody left 
a gate open last night at ^elrose and the oows entered, and 
as they seem to love ribbon grass, made a mare's nest out 
of the local gardener's garter garden But we had better 
luck at Arenbourg, where ribbon grass'grows with lavishness, 
and our several beds are flourishing mightily ..and I 
ause to knock wood, —not a suggestion of a flare's nest to 
e discovered there. 

• * 1 - '' ‘ 

At the Eost Office this morning, I was greeted by 
an old friend, ..little King, looking taller than ever, with 
his six foot and some odd inohes belying the little adjective 
in his name. Be threatens to honor me with a visit on the 
morrow, and I shall be delighed to learn the latest wrinkles 
along Cheasapeak Bay,, , . 

It was so thoughtful and so kina of you to tranxoribe, - or 
should I say translate *iiss Nellie's letter. Poor dear how 
you must have had to labor on that one.. 
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Thursday , November 6th, 1952. 


.Memorandum: 

It'8 suramer-ish, almost like Spring without moisture, 
for the promised sprinkle of earlier in the week never 
raateiialized. And so I have been gardening in short sleeves, 
and generally disporting myself in mid summer oostume. 

j t f * 

1 m glad to learn that Helen, appears improving. There 
was a letter from Juuoille to me, giving a favorable report, and 
another to Carolyn, enclosed in, the latter's letter to me which 
had been written her by luoille. Both indicated improvement, 
although her "road back", I suppose, will of necessity be most 
leisurely, I shall of course return .Lucille's letter to 
Carolyn to the latter. It covers about the same ground as 
in the one to me, exoept for curiosity on Lucille's part, in that 
she asks Carolyn if the man can be Jack Cource or some such name, 
living in Dallas and sending elaborate floral offerings to 
.uelen, -.orohids, five to the stem, and heaven knows what all. 

I never heard of Jack but I hope he is a'nice egg and that 

the orchids mirror millions of dollars, for Helen deserves 

the best of friends, and there is any romance in the business, 

let us hope there is lots of 'mazuma' 1 to help nelen in 

her finances which, being the type of person she is, will never 

be opulent -in money, what with all her friends, her traveling 

and general scale of living. 

Carolyn suggests that Helen is probably well enough to 
receive letters and thinks a note from me would be in order. 

I should like to write but would do so with more gu: to' if 
either -prolyn or Lucille had ever bothered to mention where 
Helen is being hospitalized, -nd so I shall Ju t use her 
old address and take a chanoe o n someone forwarding same. 

Blythe and Lrs. Clark dropped in this afternoon for half 
an hour, t Ihere was much talk about'politics ana the rigors of 
getting out the vote for Hisenhower. I said frankly I had 
. labored atevenson and so was set straight about people being 
right in having voted against Truman, I suspect a flock of 
them did Just that, as a matter of fact 
• ••••• • 
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Blythe said the radio has been announcing chat I am 
going to speak before several different Alexandria gatherings 
within the immediate future, somebody must have mixed u _ my 
schedule with some politician seeking offioe, for I didn^t 
know I was going to make more than a single appearance, and 
confidentially, I'm not. 


Blythe offered to come up on Monday morning, give a tea 
for mo in the afternoon and a supper following the Historical Soce ty 
doings with the understanding I would stay with the Hands as 
long as i pleased and she would bring me back to. Melrose 
any day I selected between that blond ay and the following. It 
was kind of her, of course, and, if accepted, would solve the 
Montespan potential neatly but I have too many things 
cooking ht Melrose, or impending letters about the Louisiana 
Purohase business, eto., eto., so that I had better stick 
to my original schedule, 

I know not if i am the only white person on Melrose tonight, 
but assume I am. At first dark the ladj.es across the fenoe 
hadn t put in an appearance, so A reckon they may be lingering 
a little louger in South Louisiana, curing their absenoe, 
their gardens are being properly saved from the drought, their 
animals abundantly fed and as I know of no parties on the 
•docket at the moment, therd really isn't any reason for them to 
hurry unless by some strange quirk, they should feel some vague 
and novel sensation of enjoying the prospeot of being ho rae# 


I must knock off a letter to Martha G., Hobinson, although 
I find her- one of my most difficult correspondents, ana I am 
never satisfied with what I turn out in that direction. I 
guess it is lucky I can't re-read such communications or 
I probably would be forever re-writing them. It,.isn't clear 
to me what the two sets of people have to do with the publishing 
problem, - at loast I don t understand what the one set of 
people have to do with it? —I even forget their names, ..although 
it is clear enough that Charles Dufour might be the one to assimilate 
the material. He is too busy with Ijis limes Picayune oolumn to 
get up here at the moment and I can t imagine how anybody could 
taokle such a Job knowing nothing aDout the subject matter 
What part the other people, —if any, —have to play, I don't seem 
to know. I would favor giving Dufour a try at the thing - 

tQlk Wifh hi:n fir8t » —hare. Well, we'll see. 
i reokon this letter reveals my sleepiness, so now for a hot 

bath and than to gat to worn. jjo hopa you u. going slow.. 
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Friday, 7th, 1952. 


Memroandura: , 

How nice to find your onvilooe with the extra copies of 
tne picayune enclosed. It is so kind of you to share these with 
me and I know they are going to oome in mighty handy, fhank 
you much and thanks again. 

Celeste and "iadara regard are u ack ixom their week's jaunt, 
and report all kinds of delights. Celesdespent a couple of nights 
in Hew Orleans with Charles and Ida. She says Charles gets up 
aud about for a little each day, I believe. She says ho and Ida 
mention the enjoyment he experiences in looking forward to my weekly 
letter from ^elrose. Oddly enough this afternoon some people from 
Baltimore, friends of Charles and Ida, passed this way and reported 
they felt they knew me even though we had never met before, as 
Charles had frequently rend them my letters to him. I guess I 
had better begin watching what I jot down, since I hadn't realized 
before the news letter was being shared. As yon have had all 
the letters coming fro.j. the Mazurettes, you may possibly agree with 
me that these are not especially frequent I don t write to 
i era with ny expectation of getting a response, -eth t isn't 
what impells me to write, and yet, off hand as I look baok 
over the years, it does seem to me the mailS aren't over¬ 
burdened with messages ooming from that directions And 
in part this may be explained by the fact that writing must be up¬ 
hill business for poor Charles and Ida, being of,the Marie Antoinette 
type, probably doesn't find time for suon nonsense. One thing is 

certain, _m view of the stgte of shambles in which my own secretariat 

is at present engulfed, I certainly shouldn't spend too much time, 
mooning about for more in-ooming mail. 

Merciful h avns, —I suddenly find myself greatly in want of 
a gas mask, for between this sentence and the foregoing, one 
of my polo oat friends, apparently slap under the floor where I 
am situated, must have started an argument with Grndpa or Die Frau, 
and I am dashing at this point to open all doors and windows 
and turn on the larger eleotic fan.' Misere, miserej 
and over 
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Well, the aroma lingers on regardless and that means 
on the morrow I must wash with soap suds everything having 
any metal that .I tough during the course of the day, for the stuff 
lingers on everything metalio, - lamps, typewriter, rending 
machine, faucets, screendoors, sissors and the thousand and 
one othoi things we never thing about os being of metal until 
the pole oat perfume settles on it, and then, until removed by soap, 
transfers itself to human touch for days thereafter. 

I believe it was the President of the Louisiana Bar Association 
who telephoned me long distanoe today, —from Baton Bouge, I believe 
it was, saying that by word of mouth ho had Just learned of my 
proposal regarding the statue for Batchitoohes, expressing his 
enthusiasm and asking if it would be helpful in the present stage 
of engotiations if a personal conference , —I stagger out to 
get a fresh breath of air, — let me see, to say he would be 
glad to come up to see me if there was anything he might be 
helpful about in the matter.. He said several of his associates 
wit whom he had taken up the matter wore all in favor of setting 
their shoulder to the wheel, if there was anything 1 might 
wish them to undertake in furthering successful negotiations. 

I thanked him for his telephone, said I was tied up today, Saturday 
and ounday but that if he or any of his associates cared to aome up 
to Alexandria on Monday night for the meeting of the Historical 
society, I should be deligh ed to have them present to hear me out¬ 
line the situation as of.up to now and that after the meeting, I 
would be glad to consult with them. I suspeot that for some reason 
a segment of the legal profession, some of them possibly being 
civic minded, are,less'thrilled by theoriginality of the Mignon 
plan than by a desire to keep the fruit,of such a plan from dropping 
into the lap of Hew Orleans. Hut whatevo their respective motifes, 
I am glad to know the matter ie oeeting with suoh wide 
approval, an possibly through the enthusiasm that may be generated 
on Monday night, sufficient public in erest will be aroused so 
that the operators of the red tape reels may feel irarelled to 
unwind their spools a little faster. » 

The clipping was handed to me today f>y Celeste who found it 
in a recent Town Talk, --this week, I believe. The people coming 
lo hear about Hevres and Dresden will perhaps be taken a-back when 
the subject matter turns to something a little more , 
monolithic. 

I'h re are scads of other things with whioh ! 8 h 9 uld like 
to discuss or rather about which I should like to talk with you 
at this sitting, but l reckon 1 had better deny 1* myself the 
pleasure of skipping'to a third page. I have quite a few letters 
to do and to rrow tie college faculty and thus the week end begins, 
l hope yourB is goiug to be peaceful. 


Bunaay, November 9th, 195£, 


Memorandum: , 

« * 

When the Catholic clergy asks a heretic to write a 

history of one of their Catholic Churches, —that; I suppose, 
would be news. 

Be that as it may, it turns out that father Callahan, 
after conferring with his Bishop, has petitioned me to do a book 
about 3t. Augustin's, from beginning to end. naturally I am 
not going $o do it, but it vyas nice of them to ask, —and 
- I'm a little surprised they did. But I am not carried away 
by the implied expression of confidence, for,in reality father 
Callahan is planning to spend the summer in -tfurope and it would 
be nice when he got back and was ready for the 100th anniver¬ 
sary oelebration of the Church in Heptember, if the book had 
been neatly taken care of during his frolic abroad. Something 
special oould be done on the subjeot, and especially if the 
Church would give me the record of father Begis' trial, when 
the latter was put through his paces after he had begotten the 
child, innooent uietoyer, to whioh the rectory se vant t g-.ve 
birth. I believe that trial is the first or seoond of its kind 
in the history of the Catholic Ohuroh in America, and ought to 
make marvelous copy for the tabloids, but the Churoh would 
never release the reoords, naturally, and equally natually, I 
shall not undertake recording the annals of the institutions. 

After all, the. Grandpere plate just about covers all the 
pertinent, printable points, and i shall leave it to some 
industrious scholar of the Churoh to spread out the details in 
printl can scarcely believe it myself, but for a few minutes 
during the morning and a few minutes during the afternoon, there 
were a few pin-point sprinkles, —not enough to do any good, but 
nevertheless promising of things to come, perhaps. And tonight 
the sky is without stars, and I am holding the t ough there 
may be more sprinkles before dawn. Heaven knows we've waited 
long enough for it. 

h . . V.» . • • • 

Usually, the naroissus greenery has attained its full higght 
by this date, and sometimes flowers of the more forward varieties 
have begun unfolding. But the dry spell has kept them dormant 
up to now. In a day or two, following this dab of dampness, 

1 suppose greenery will start emerging from the ground in 
all directions. 


9 O «♦ 
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As I turned this page, a tremendous t under clap 
seemed to unburden the clouds with its detonation, and 
the immediate chatter ol buckets of rain on the banana leaves 
sounds like hail on a tin roof. Perhaps, after all these 
weeks, we are really headed for some water, I hope. 

js'rom fhe varied assortment of oo.respondence, I shall oast 
‘about for a couple of enclosures which may or may not be of 
interest. 1 am thinking particularly of -re. ^oore's letter 
to Madam *iaroo. I suppose one reason why the lady writes so 
infrequently to anyone is because she puts off the business 
until she oan undertake a book. I must,say she usually manages 
to include something of interest, as, for.example, in the 
present sarapie, the reference to many people in early Washing¬ 
ton, Miss, days, whiqh would of course delight Madam -iaroo. 

But because everyone is endowed with about the same amount of 
.imagination, although it always manifests itself in different 
ways, ars, aioore seems to demonstrate at the close of her 
epistole a shocking lack of psychology in her reference to 
Susie's accident and thd present situation in which the two 
sisters find themselves, it goes without saying that Madam 
Mar oo is quite oapable of accepting thie wail and keeping 
it under control, but 1 can well imagine that selfish , 

Susie would find in the i^oore expressions of "misere" Just 
the prooer iqaterial to provide her with self pity that 
would require all the br.avery of spirit that Madam Marco 
could muster. I don't pass for being an expert on how to 
treat other peoples misfortunes, but i must say the Moore 
method in this insta ce seems dreadfully inept. 

» ' 

as I don't keep up with what fc oes on in the press, I 
suppose it often happens that things which occur to me. as 
striking facts may well have been mentioned and disposed of years 
before by newspaper minds, -covering eo many seconiry points. 

A' case in point is demonstrated by the fact that only today did 
it occur to’me that prominent men mpet of necessity avoid 
using their initials when approving memoranda, state papers 
and the like. Any document bearing tfranklin nenlano Booeevelt’s 
famous ‘if, u. B." would forever be adequate, but he odd 
it would seem to have a piece of labor legislation, —faft- 
Mattley, for example, e6ein, were the Bobert alphonso Taft 
initials to be appended, — "BA’S. 

The rain continues cascading and A must now roll up my 
sleeves and get to correspondence, Scant pilgrims today and 
may your day have been equally free. 


Monday, iiovemb&r 10th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your letter in today’s post. Along 
with the rest of the mail, it is safe,ly tucked away in my 
armoir, awaiting the morrow's reading, for no secretary showed up 
before I put my foot in the big road, handing Southward, and 
I begin this memo at a quarter past midnight, have Just returned 
to home base, and all good secretaries, —and I hasten to 
confess I know of none at this bend of the river, —have 
long since retired, 

■ . — ' 

Our Melrose c ravan numbered six, —the 1 dies across the fence 
three Beverened fathers from across the river and Lestan, 2nd. 

" e left here at 6, traveled without incident, arrived in time for 
a half hour chat before the meeting was oalled to order, the 
President holding the meeting up a little until Dr. Band arrived, 
and the latter introducing me in a rather extended but outrageously 
flaboring oration, followed by my song and danoe,*after which came 
a buzz of personal conversation with dozens of people I knew 
not and some I knew, supper at a pleasant restaurant, and thence 
back home, and now aboard the o.ld Underwood for a little chat 
with you. 

as I glance backward over the past six hours, two things stand 
out in my mind with unusual clearness, —one on the poetive 
side and the other on the negative. 

curing the interim while the meeting was being delayed for 
i)r. Band, who had beet detained at the hospital, 1 had an 
opportunity to chrt with several people, including Blythe who 
had brought me the traveling clock which I had intrusted to her 
to have repaired last Friday. It was so good to have it back 
again, and she said she had taken the liberty to invited the 
watchmaker and his wife to the meeting^ as he had expressed a 
desire to be present, although he \fcasn t a member of any 
organization sponoering the busiuess.^ *nd so I met Mr. and 
Mrs. Ik.rtine or Martini, —I’m not sure which, —and after I 
had thanked him for restoring my beloved time piece to its former 
perfect status, I was surprised but altogether delighted to 
loam that hewas an old friend of Mr. Bacheliei, —of all people. 

It seems that Mr. ^artine or -artini migrated from his home, some 
45 miles Northwest of ''oris to the vast weat region of Oanada 
at j.bout the same time “*r. baohelier had taken up his 
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residence there, and following “*r. bachelier's removal to 
Louisiana, his new acquaintance, without knowing of Mr, 

Bacholier's peoisfc whereabouts, had moved to Alexandria. Several 
years elapse before they boh discovered that actually they were 
neighbors, and after that, they used to visit back and forth 
from Mttle ^iver to Alexandria and back again. I learned 
later irom Dr. hand that the man is considered by central 
Louisiana peorle ae something of a genius in the handling of 
ancient and modern time pieces, and I clutched my clock a little 
closer in gratitude for the good luck it had experienced in falling 
into such curable hands. « 

t 

That, of course, was on the postive side, --and right here, 

I should perhaps hasten to say that after consulting with 
Sa Majeste yesterday- morning, and by our joint efforts, we 
were successful in establishing the fact that la ^onteepan 
who had gone to ^klahmraa -ity on Friday, had, —fortunately, — 
not returned. That was a relief, but to got on to the 
other factor which wasn't too stimulating, following 
my appearance on the platfomm, and during the hour of conversation 
that followed, I.learned both from Geleste and from Mrs. 

Holloman, who, inoide tally took tr.e speech down in shorthand, 
that the ^resident and a or. Taylor who was elected the new 
President, had both been heard to say that they liked the 

speech but.so far as each was concerned, they 

didn't care what the burden of my message might be, they 
would be content to sit there all night and just listen to 
anything, so long as I said it. * 

i)‘rom this 1 gather they are particularly vulnerable to 
my brand of charm, and while that is all very pleasant, 
when one has exerted some energy to execute a project in 
a most favorable light, "and one's efforts are met with 
success, there is something' just a little dispppoiting 
in the realization that the usbject matter was probably 
whipped up in vain, since any brand of telephone book or 
pages from patent medeoine booklets could have been as 
readily been disposed of, —not on the basis of the 
product's merit but simply on the sing-song quality of 
the Breaker's delivery. 

But, on second thought, perhaps I should not complain 
about this faotor too much, for what was desired was to 
secure a measure of cooperation on the part of Central Louisiana 
organizations, and in view of the vote of confidence that 
was carried by acclaim t the end of the speech* perhaps I 
shouldn t bother too much to examine tne finer points as 
to the reasons.- 

But the hour grows late and 1 reckon I had better 
divest myself of ray " w unday" clothes, and call it a day. 

I'm so glad my traveling clock will be standing sentinel along side. 


Tues ay, November lfoth, 195B, 




Mem randum; 

How nice to have your elegant letter of Wednesday last past. 

I so much a predate what you have to..observe concerning the Tuev.sday 
election returns, as perhaps indicated by a memo or two coming to 
your true hand on the same subject, you will no doubt observe how 
closely our minds were orfcing along the same route. 

I am especially glad you mentioned the -ilment Davie suggestion 
regarding a September rathe than a July date for national conventions. 
This seems a sound recommendation and one that ought to 
be mighty helpful in conserving everybody's energies by thus 
limiting the time possible for campaigning. 1 had not 
heard the .navis suggestion and I am hoping it may be taken up 
seriously by both parties. 

Seventy five million dollars is what I call a prize example of 
how hhrd headed business men can really squander money to’small 
purpose when they set their minds to it. When one stops to thing 
of all the clap trap and tomfoolery to which a large portion of that 
money was devoted, - especially broadcasting and telovizing, 
it makes one wom.or what could bo done if 25 million had been 
allotted to'that curpose and 50 million of it devoted in wfc such 
a way as to give each state, say one million, for some of the 
projects which we so often contemplate, --what good could 
come, —and o a permanent nature, in contrast to the no-account 
speeches of second rate politicians which vanish and are forgotten 
in a matter of minues after their delivery. 

I wish sane one would effect a new arrange ent, too, for 
the time element in future political-broadcasts, i am tinking 
particularly of the schedule of the major candidates. I think 
everyone of the radio audience this year must have been unfavorably 
impressed by the enormous amount of costly time wasted by the 
demonstrations that ate up so much of the period bought for a 
speech that the radio audience was denied hearing bti a portion 
of what the candidate ha4 t say. it seems to me this could 
easily be managed by introducing the candidate 15 minutes before 
the mircophones were turned on, thus providing the noisey audiences 
with’ a quarter of an hour for wearing themselves out with 
anplause.. Whenever the applause subsided prior to the pick up by 
the net workls, the candidate could always be provided with 
a preface, such as the reading of some notices o_ little or not 



From the Francois Mignon Papers, M-5i 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel H 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUS 




interest to anyone, --routine plane for impending speeches or 
eome such, and then, when the magical moment for the clearing 
of the air waves arrived, he would have an opportunity to make 
full use 01 ' the purchased time. 

I hope the suggestion made a day or so ago that Mr. Stevenson 
may broadcast at least once a month during the next four yoars, 
may be put into effect. This would not only provide the 
opposition p rty with an opportunity to keep abreast with 
the ideas of a responsible opposition but, in ^r. Stevenson's 
case, oifer a chance for the electorate to hear what a remarkable 
many has to say. I suspect, too, that it might go fax 
•in selling -ir. Stevenson to the electorate and theeebye obviate 
the necessity of such an exhausting campaign four years hence. My 
fervent hope is that Mr. Misephower survives the next four years so 
that Vice ^resident Slippery Slick never has an opportunity to 
become Mr. Big. 

About two inches of rain finally became ours before Monday 
morning had dawned, quenching the forest fires and clearing the 
air of smoke and dust that had blanketed the region too long, 
it provided wonderful refreshment for all vegetation, too, and 
what with the softening of the earth, provides me with vast opportunit 
for digging, planting and transplanting, a heavy frost 
last night and a other tonight will push down the sap and make 
the moving of young trees and bushes wonuerfully successful, I 
believe. 

I chanced to see Madam Begard alone for a few minutes this 
morning, she was delighted to have the opportunity to rend me 
what she styled as one of her most prized possessions, —your recent 
letter to her. I don t min. saying quite frankly that 1 agreed 
whole heartedly with fler that it was as fine a letter as one could 
ever hope to find. I blushed a little at t.e somewhat extravagant 
references to j-estan, but In dam Regard obse.ved that somehow' 
those sentences expressed exactly what she hod so long felt and 
hod never express in so many words. Her admiration and affection 
for you is beyond measure and I must, as a more or less dis¬ 
interested party, commend you on all the happiness your thoughtfulness 
brought to your ’correspondent. 

On another topic, she said she wanted to tell me so ething, 
something abou u character in a book which she had re-read, — 

"Gone '<ith The Wind". In that book, she said, she liked Belle 
Wattley tremendously, .,ut she didn't tnow anybody to whom she 
could express her enthusiasm save .me, but, she added with obvious 
satisfaction and pleasure, she said she thought she knew somebody 
else to whom she felt very close whq would understand her, too. 

And so little ^iss bee goes to the head of the class on two counts. 

3o much more to say but I had better restrain my impulse to 
jump to another page. My day has been so happy, thanks to your 
lovely letter. 
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Wednesday, November 12th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

There are no peoanes this year, as everyone concerned with that 
branch of the plantation has reported weekly for the past several 
months and so when I saw pecanes rolling every which way around 
the pecane. fort and the store the other day, I asked that the name 
of little Miss lee be entered on the list and was tolu it had Just 
been checked, as Celeste had passed that way a few minutes before. 

And so if a sack hasn't already reached your true hand, one 
probably will shortly, and^I mention this fact, thinking you might 
like to know what is i plied by a slip 908 , in oraer that you 
may the more readily provide yourself with some kind of a plain 
paper sack which you may find preferable to plaoe the pecanes in, 
since the cloth one being sent beare much printing as to its 
plaoe of origin. 

Aater a h:avy fro t last night today's weather was braoing 
and sunny, giving me an opportunity to do a lot of gardening, — 
encumbered by no pilgrims, thank heavens, although I did take 
time out for a chat with little Mng. Knowing mo to be always 
at home, he said he had passed this way on Monday night but 
never could establish contaot. fl e is looking fine and is beginning 
to count the days between now and July 18th when ^is enlistment 
expires. He says he has enjoyed his work but now thinks he has 
had enough of it , 

A call from the Millepaugh Drug asked for another dozen 
Grandpere plates today, ©f course I had none, but perhaps there 
may be a deivery fro "oak H all next week, I hope. I am 
still surprised that GTandpere continues to roll along 

I have two or three different types of designs flying about 
in rajr mind for the Louisiana Burchase plate, but none, of them 
seemed to have quite Jelled as yet. If I can only come up with 
one that will'be sufficiently a ttractive enough to sell at any 
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old time, I shall be glad, of course, but I think it will be easy 
enough to turn one out following the holiday rush that ought 
to be easily enough disposed of in a small quantity anyway, 
and if something special eventuates by way of design, then that wil 
be gravey. 

I touched on another type of plate, or rather another sort 
ofdesign, based on religious grounds, in my speech the other night, 
and I shall Jot it down for you within a few days when I am 
caught up a little wit half a dozen little odds and ends now 
demanding most of my dailight ‘til dark activities, what with 
the weather so fine and the ground so moist. fhe design 
would be based on a County or Parish unit and might do very nicely, 

1 think t but we shall go into that at another sitting. 

I am surprised to find how comparatively few letters I write 
when I get to spending most of my time digging. Hight has a way 
of coming on so soon and sleep coming down so fast that I have 
little wakefulness either for writing or reading and while I crank up 
the radio when I flatten out in bed, I seem to do much more 
sleeping than listening. 

And I never cease to marvel how people of color seem able to 
piddle all day and then begin genuine activities when night comes on. 
Bill nocque, brother-in-law of Mitohell, the *xe‘, died on Monday, and 
along about now, —10 p.m., I suppose dozens of people are cluttering 
up the neighborhood for the wake. It is being held in the home 
which is the first Que up thiE way from Clemence's house, and 
mentioning Ciemence s house, did i mention that the Bark Duke 
now lives there, having moved across the road and down a bit from 
that little house hard by the spillway when we passed that way. 

Peter passed this way two or three hours ago to ask me if I would 
care to go with him to the wake, but I declined. He said he wasn't 
sure what he was expected to do when he got there, as he usually 
didn't go to mulatto wakes, and he wanted to know if he, a non- 
catholic, was expected to kneel and pray before the coffin and 
"shake that little old weed or palm or whatsoever they calls it" 
that all "them Frenchmen" are forever shaking and waving over 
the corpse. Obvio sly reter knows more about mulatto Catholic 
customs on such occasions, —more than I, tut I assured him be 
wouldn't have to indulge in the hocus-pokus carryings-on if he didn't 
feel inclined to do so. ne loved the hocu-pokus expression, obviously 
new to him,..and so merrily headed off down the roadto Join in 
the festivities which probably will last all night, so thoroughly 
are such matters taken care of in this region. I need scarcely 
add, I expect, what must be ever so evident, that I am sleepy, and 
I apologize for this unusually dull note, but there's always hones 
for something better on the morrow. 


Thursday, November 13th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

'with the soil damp, the thermometer moderate and the sky semi- 
cloudy, circumstances are perfect for gardening, and I have been 
making the most of it today, —the pilgrims cooperating by 
staying away. 

Some Mr. Gage from Dallas sent quite an i-posing package of 
bulbs, and I have been : busy both at Arenbourg and Yucca, getting 
the ground-prepared for their reception and’their eventual 
planting which I completed by first dark. There are quite 
an assortment of King «Ifred daffodils, and scads of other 
varieties, including some that are said to possess white outer 
petals with scarlet cups, which I don't recall having seen. 

* « 

. I have planteu all tnese in localities where they ought to 
multiply to advantage,* and so, if I give them even scant 
attention, it shouldn't' be long before we, like Mr. Wordsworth, 
have "a host of golden daffodills". 

Whatever happened to the money I sent along for zinnia seeds, 

I know not, but p'erhaps that order will be filled a little 
later. After all, one dbesn’t plant zinnias until late Maroh 
or early April, so 1 guess I have ample time, 

J. ii. tells me that the Tucker house has been pulled down 
but completely. The superintendent of the .reccing crew with 
whom atraiig. ents had teen made to handle the unique pillars, was 
carried off to the hospital Just as the demolition work began, and 
so i gue8s we shall never realize our hope to establish the 
pillars down this way. How does that line of *unt Benjamin 
go: - "Learn t gain without meanness, to loose without regret". 

.Veil, however it is, it is easy to preach but rather more 
admireable if one tries practicing such adages. 

• 

Hither herewith or under separate cover, I shall send along 
a dab or two of mail. You will find the letter from la Mamoulides 
and the clipping about her of interest. Her reference to Georgia 
reminds me of Mrs. Moore and I must §ay Vne personal history 
she included gratis in her letter reminded me of -irs. Moore, although 
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Friday, November 14th, 1952. 


two such inclinations to recount personal history could scaroely 
permit' one t'o assume such a custom is rather on the Georgian 
side of folk ways. I laughed in my heard at her opening 
line in which she explains thatafter wo have exchanged two 
or three letters on business matters, she thinks she knows me 
well enough to call me by my first name. In oontrast, there 
was the case of B. L. G. who after he and his wife had numerous 
grandchildren, he still continued in his ^iary to refer to his 
wife as Mrs. Wailes. Surely, a.ter all those years of wedded 
bliss, B. L. G. mu.t have known his wife'a heap better than 
la Mamoulides knows me, —I hope. 

And that lady must be in the same category as scads of other 
people, including some of the Ua am's old friends who knew 
the ielrose set up over a period of years, and yet had the thoughtlessn ss 
to writer on occasion, inquiring "How about Ghirstmas". It'goes 
without saying that I shall get off a great big "MO" to 
Growley forthwith. • . , 

I suppose nobody lives very long before'he comes to discover 
that with the varying estimates of personal intentions, scads 
of people are want to confuse acquaintanceship with friendship, 
and friendship with infatuation, etc., eto., so that one who 
has paddled along in a most casual 'fashio, 'suddenly, to his surprise 
discovers that, he had hotter start baok-tracking speedily before * 
misleading this or that associate who has interpreted this or that 
gensture in quite a novel and unwarranted way.. Such has been 
the situation in the present instaoe, i surmise, and while I think 
the lady inquestion is perfectly alright, I am at a lohs as 
to how she arrived at the point wherein che thinks I would welcome 
a lapful of mamoulides at Santa Glaus time. 

At supper J. H. said he had had a letter from Pat, penned in 
London where he expects to be stationed for two or’three months. 

Pat seems to be impressed by the pinoh in whioh the average 
London oitizen finds himself and his difficulty in keeping body and 
soul together. I should imagine this situation must be unusually 
impres ive on the individual who is immune to suoh financial 
worries, such as Pat, who is enjoying gravey to the tune of 
six or seven hundred dollars a month, a car of his own and the 
opportunity of purchasing gasoline at American rates and not at 
European levels. What a wonderful opportunity American soldiers 
nave to play out roles of 6 ood will messengers in the various 
countries in whioh they find themselves scattered about the globe 
Purely there must be a few -at least who make the most of such 
opportunities, I hope. 


Memor andum: 

Hownice to find .the Gane Hiver reflections in this morning's 
post. Let me hasten to add that the package came through as 
flat, and pret-ty, as you mailed it. I think it is going to 
be so pretty when reproduced in the Matchitoohes limes. 

For some time, Gele-ste has been talking about blue 
roses. She saw some advertised in the Pioayune a while back, 
and ordered three for about 6 or 7 dollars for the trio. They 
also came in today's post, addressed to her, and she put them 
on the baok gallery of her house and asked me if I would 
help her select a proper spot for them during the afternoon. 

I did. but when we came to plant them, we discovered they had 
been carried out by Aurellin or Andy along with a stack of 
other trash that had been put on the back gallery, —and burned. 

Their skeletons were found in the trash burner. Poor Andy, 

I felt sorry for him and the -tirade that was leveled at him. It 
was a rather expensive bonfire, of course, but I thought 
it unlikely the world would come to an end. The lady declared she 

would buy some more and so have to do without B 2®§thin§[_el8e. 

“ told Mr i thought that would be unnecessary and Jf funds 
reached too low and ebb, 1 would be glad to save her from hor 
loss. That momentarily seemed to bring a glimpse of her 
ridiculousness to the fore but she was still fuming when 
I departed. I'll bet Andy is going, to be "sick the next 
time ho is scheduled to do any gardening aoross«the fenoe. 

The ideal weather continues and digging in the erath, -- 
at least at Yuooa and, Arenbourg, continues to be a source of infinite 
satisfaction Most of the green leaves of the oanas have 
been turned to brown by the recent frosts and I always find 
it easier to transplant them first, and then out their stems 
after re-planting, and this I have been doing with vast abandon 
today. A big old owl, larger than a chieken, sat in the top 
of one of the cottonwoodp on the river baok at Arenbourg, apparently 
eyeing my activities. But after a will© he swooped down on 
the nandina hedge, from which soooted a half grown rabbit, and 
the owl flapped off down the river, probably complaining 
*' bitterly in his beard that my presence had done him out of a fine 
supper. Probably the rabbit was thinking alon t quite different 

lines. 
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* I..fdund Ed. Morrow's remarks tonight on today's meeting 
in AUeUsta between --isenhower and Dewey much to the point, --it 
being more difficult to understand the interpretation of the 
Joint lx statement issued afterward than the st teraent itself. 

In view of the bitter feud at Chicago and subsequently between 
Dewey and Taft forces, it must be considered a miracle, I suppose, 
that the thing was kept so well oonoealed during the oampaign. 
hut sooner or later, following the inauguration, I suppose, 
the nicety of balance cannot be maintained, and either 
the less reactionary forces of Dewey or the more reactionary 
forces of Taft are going to cla^im the ascendency, —or else. 

With the ,0Id Guard and the Dixieorats well in the saddle in the 
Senate ,I fl don't see how Eisenhower can buck them if he hopes to 
get anywflere with a legislative program, —aqd yet if he’ 
does end up by kx kow-towing to them, the Republican goos.e will 
be' automatically well cooked so far as the public as a whole is con¬ 
cerned, * The Eisenhower tighk-rope-walking stunt during the campaign 
was an artistic triumph as well as a political one, even though 
it was depressing to those hoping for straight-forw-.rdness on the 
part of the candidate. Besides, the role of "all things , 
to alib men", so successfully employed during the oampaign, cannot 
posibly be .used, or if used, cannot pay off any dividends worth 
having once the end of the eampagin has been achieved, and I’m 
wondering when the break will come, and which wing of the party 
will emerge on top, 

. After going to bed last night, and dropping off to sleep for 
half an hour, I discovered, on awakening, I.wanted to read a little 
and so ran through a few pages of "Royal. Flush", which I seem to be 
dwaddling over interminably. It is a "grown-up" novel and rather 
neatly turned, as regards many of the main characters, and the 
cnracters, for the most part, ao not seem stifled by their costumes 
as do go many movies of the period, —although, come to think of it, 

I guess I never saw a movie depieoting any event or story during 
the xe,ign of the 14th A-ouis. Henrietta d'gngleterre, as the center 
figure in the piece, c^mes off wpuderfully, and I find myself wondering 
if she actually approached the perfection the novelist presents. If so, 

I must say she apparently was possessed of more sense than all the 
rest of the Stuarts combined , 

homebody from ylagnolia reports there was a write up in the 
Town Talk about the Monday night doings, but no copy has as yet oome 
to hand, i thought Mrs. Holloman might send one, but since she hasn t 
I'll wpite for one and send it along. Fair weather is promised for the wa 
week end in Louisiana. May it,be the same in the Empire State. 
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Sunday, November 16th, 1552. 


Memorandum: « 

r w ” » 

. a pilgrim hurly burly throughout toaay reflected the 
summer like weather that seems to have impelled everybody from 
Nebraska to Florida to pass this way. 

l had thought I would get caught up on Jfcfcrrespondence over 
the week end, and although 1 shall knock off^Pfew letters tonight, 

I must say I .shall not catch up before the middle of the week. 

• - - 

And speaking of corresoondence, it ie pleasant to have the 
enclosed letter from Lucille, indicating the Helen appears to be 
recuperating. As for Lucille herself,- she seems to be as 
much of the squirrel in the revolving cage as people we know 
closer to home. How wonderful it would be if we 'could only 
tap in on -some of that energy which is expended so lavishling by 
the sooially inclined. 

. - v C 

Last night I finished M -*oyal Flush" by “aude Erwin or perhaps 
Irwin, and was glad I read it all the way through. Bhe certainly 
caught a gli pse of the 1660's and 1670's that is unique in novels 
for the picture it presents ofa.istociatic suburban life 
in He de France at that period. Toward the end of the book there 
is a tendency to devote several scenes to Saint Cloud. I have 
never fouud a print of the Chateau that gave me a very clear 
concept of its situation in relation to the gardens, and although 
I have spent many- a long day pulling about the' terraces and 
gardens, it was never quite clear to me just how th'o Chateau 
faced, and which way ran the major lines. The cobble stone 
court yard remains and that seemingly ought to give a 
perfeot key to the lay out of the build ng itself, but somehow 
a nevr did quite figure it out.* 

Should you ever chanoe across a print of the v hateau, and 
especially one that might give some hint ais to its relations to 
the gardens, I tiust you will make note of same. There 
may have been some dew to this in the print of priuts in that 
series appearing in that book we used to explore, —"Chateaux 
et Maisons noyales de France" or some such, ana I believe those 
prints are sometimes drawn on when authors are casting about 
for illustrations of one thing or another, and it is quite 
possible the Bublic Library, if it doesn't have this particular 
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hook, may well have oertain pages from it in its print oolloction. 

Saint ^loud was destroyed in 1870 or 1671 and I assume there were 
never a y' photographs of the place, Marie Antoinette's secret 
coherence with Mirabeau in the gardens of at. aloud always seemed 
to indicate by oontemporaiy references to the rendezvous that 
the chateau somehow gave on the tapis-vert, but I was never able 
to reconstruct the building to make this possible. 

While i think of it, in the same collection of prints 
there was one, —a close up, of the courtyard of Versailles, 
showing it as it appeared during the reign of i.ouis XIV, before 
the two projecting pavillions into the courtyard, now dominating ig 
had been constnuoted under i.ouis ^. If you ever should 
chance across this print in the volume mentioned above, I 
shoulo be glad if you would notice if the Chapel appears in 
that close up of the courtyard, and if the roof line of the 
Jhapel is broken by the presence of a lantern, as I believe was 
the original construction of the roof. Hotel Pierre's roof 
line somehow sugge ts the present a pearance of the w hapel roof, 
but somewhere or other I gat ered that a lantern dominated the 
roof line originally. 

Well, lord, what a lot of talk about things of 
no importance and, I fear, of but scant interest, and yet 
I hope you will forgive me for rattling along at such a great 
rate, being char it ble if you can to all this chatter, as you 
are the sole soul in the world who would listen to such minor 
matters that, for what reason i know not, interest me. so much. 

I dined across the fence today and found evryone slap happy, 
with the indigo atmosphere cleared of all memory, apparantly^of 
the elusive blue rose bushes. Saturday wat ‘‘home doming Hay 
at the college and oaleste and Hee were up and awa to town -> 
early - early and weren't back by dark, .ivorything was just 
lovely,- food, people, clothes, etc., etc., with only sli c ht regret, 

I think, that the frolic at the college forced postponement of 
he usual Satuiday ca:d game at the club. t 

Sister appea ed unex ectedly on Saturday morning, bringing 
a “rt s. Whittington with her. I was glad they remained but 
a oouple o hours which was aifaple to cover everything that 
i had any desire to take up, since I had no impulse to 
take up anything. 

I dipne* into a few pages of "Immigrant's iteturn" by Pelegrini, 
or some such after finishing the -.rwin item, xhis is a o nteraporary 
autobiography of an Italian born college professor, for 30 years 
a resident of Seattle, Washington. I think it is goin to be 
intersting, —an analysis of ti.e differences between European 
influences ver sus ' «mer ican on a c^nterapoary citizen, Must fold.... 

• 7 
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Monday, .November 17th, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

fhe thermometer is making ducks and 'drakes of the cannas, 
for while it is "hoovering" around in the 70's and 80*s, the 
roots that were-put to bed under a canopy of cotton hulls, 
are beginning to put up a fine stand of tender green leaves. 

i , . - ., j 1 " i £ ij ^ I! A e . ■ 1 

But in view of the crackling of static totoight, making 
it impossible to hear even so much as a brief weather report, I 
take it that the electrioity is being generated by a mass of cold 
air that must be moving in or has stalled some place just in 
the offing, and probably we shall be having some showers before 
the morrow, —and cooler weather that may lull the growing things 
back to hibernation. 

I did not see yesterday’s Picayune but a passing pilgrim 
merationed that in the ALxie-ftoto Section there is a brief article 
on weeks a all and some of his oolor photography are reproduced 
in color.. I asked one or two people -in town to save me their 
copies, —if not already disposed of, and if one comes to hand. 

I'll send it along. 

t 

I hear much talk about dinners being given here and there 
at which wild game is being featured as the price resistance piece, 
but I'm happy to report, —and I pause to knock wood, that 
thus far we have escaped squirrel, wild duck and the like, --none 
of whioh do I crave too m UQh « 

Following Sunday's rain of last week, the squirrel season 
which had been called off, was re-opened, and lots of people 
seem to be having luok in bagging such game. I was rather surprised 
that in Bill Jones' woods, between Zeline's and Madam *ubin Hooque's 
the brother of the clerk encountered a deer, —a big buck, in faot, 
at which he shot, but, I'm glad to say, did not bring down. I 
knew there w re deer in the Montrose hills but I had no 
idea they ever ventured across the oement over into this 
general neighborhood. 

a few wild ducks were nosing around under the big oak in 
the front garden Sunday morning, but luck was on their side, as 
no Wenks were about, and I suppose they eventually waddled back 
to the river and then continued their migration. 
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Tuesday, November 18th, 1952. 


The mail'i8 of scant interest these days, and I must 
get to chunking the red tape boys to see what we can got untangled 
as between "ew Orleans, Washington and Paris. It seems 
to me I was expecting some letters from Natchitoches, but 
at the moment I can't think what those could have been about — 
unless it was on Natohitoches dates or some such, about which 
I may have inquired, and subsequently forgotten why. 

-I was fiddling around in the ehter waves this evening when 
I was delighted to run up on Sen tor ..lore in one of tose "Meet 
tthe rress" things. I’m sorry I didn't hear the first of 
the interview, for I assume it was probably as entertaining 
as the balance which 1 did listen to with attention. When 
-they asked him what he thought about the adviseability of 
the Korean trip by the President-elect, he said he felt that 
as a Grandstand gesture it was alright but that he.felt 
if the effort tus expended were devoted to getting.a better 
unuerstanding of the relations between our various Allies, and just 
what one was going to contribute just how much to the common 
problems awaiting solution, the net gains would be more 
satisfactory all around, I learned that senator i-iorse comes up 
for re-elootion in 1956. Off hand, I should imagine that might 
be a lucky year for him, since by then the pendulum -wdll 
proba ly have swung back in the opposite direction. — - 

Immediately after that interview, I ran into somebody 
of the Dupont management giving a rostrainted but typical 
conservative Republican spoeoh, in which ho made the'most 
of that deceptive old saw; "The best government is that 
which govorns least". Somehow it has always seemed so amazing 
that- the ultra conservatives should lay hold on such an 
Invitation to anarchy as a motto for their own purposes but 
of course what they mean is the the best Government is * 
that which makes evefybod., else behaye but leaves them in 
their own special field to operate as they please without 
any restraints at all. I suppose it,is thihking along 
such lines that impells donator Taft today to say that it 
would bo a shame if there should be a'fi a ht in the Republican 
Party over selection of'Floor Loader and other rarty officials 
when the new congress takes over, —the implication being that 
everything will be just dandy if only they, will let the Senator 
have all the say and nobody question him. 

The enclosure is of no interest, but i send it along 
regardless I had better drop "inn a note tonight, for if 
memory serves, it must be about time for her to get back to 
hew Orleans. ...*.. 


ilemor andum: 

how nice to find your Friday air mail in today's post, 
i oan think of no reason wh# it shouldn't have oom® to hnnd 
on Monday, butjperhaps the air plane dwaddled a little along 
the way. Yesterday's post was rather short and today s 
rather abundant, which suggests that the local delivery 
man out of Ba^ou Latohez may have been dwaddling a little, too. 

I'm so glad to 'know all oomanioations have been coming 
through on schedule, and i have of course assumed that you f have 
been confronted with everything save pence and quiet. Don t 
fret over your inability to take pen in hand, knowing as you do 
that 1 understand perfectly 

This morning's cloudy skies began "dropping down 
in dew", along about 10 o clock, and I suppose and inch or 
two of rain has fallen, off and on, until this hour of 8, 
when a fine mist continues, although we are promised with fair 
weather on the morrow. I am always surprised how many inches 
of water are added to the big pot by a measured inch or so. This 
of course is duo to the wide spread at the top which seems to 
gather in 7 or 8 inches every time one drops from on high. 

I am so glad this moisture is putting in an 
appearance while it is still warm, aud what with the rain of 
a week ago ‘Sunday, the earth is sufficiently soft to absorb 
it about as fast ds it falls, thus providing m uch nourishment 
for the "children" and if it keeps up,, an extra reserve for 
next Spring's'needs. It had been so long since the Ghinese 
magnolias had had any rain that some of them foolishly started 
putting out blossoms, but fortu ately just a flower here and 
there, so that the Spring will not be ro*bbed of their beauty 
by pre-mature autu m nal doings. 

In the food section I have had a couple of breaks during 
this past week end in the pie department. On Friday, the clerk s 
wife sent me a fine pecane pie she had made, and today I received 
a small pumpkin pie from Senator Frederick's wife. I 
carved' myself liberal pieces from the pecane over the wees, end, 
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saving only a little to share with my associates on Monday, 
rut today we all had a full go at the pumpkin, and I 
can now sit hack and contemplate a chooolate cate, brought 
in froq) Shreveport on Saturday, with supreme indifference. 


Tonight's news reports speak, of an anti-trust suit against 
vupouto, The thought occurs to me that probably the 
faces of the i»uponts are less known to the general public tnan 
almost any other group of people in the world of business. 

And that ur ngs up the question 0 f the relative excellence 
of publicity # In the propaganda field, which surely must be 
bracketed as a segment of publicity, it has long ,boen said the 
British were most successful because of all the nations in 
he world, the British were eoraehow 'the most successful in 
seemingly to have none. Perhaps the Buponts follow the 
same pattern, paying agencies to cueate the impression that 
they have no prublio relations representatives. 


•j*- 
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November 19th, 1962. 


Memorandum: • , 

The skies were all blue today after yesterday's all day rain, 
and because of the earth's propensity for absorbing moisture 
after all the weeks of drought, the soil was sufficiently 
dry to transplant things, which I did to suoh end as to be 
pleasantly sleepy tonight. 

The clipping speaks for itself. I ran through it hurriedly 
but noticed nothing especial except the placing of the report 
which seems to give the imrression that I spoke last. *otually 
the guest speaker appeared first, followed by Br. Taylor and 
finally the Reverend Gallahan. 


A'nd tonight Senator R.A.'I. is quoted as saying there 
will be no cut in federal taxes before 1964 at the earliest. 

, This sounds so different than it did prior to November 4th, 
donesn t it. 

** • 

I saw the Indies aoross the fence for a few moments this 
morni g. They were bubbling ovei witn enthusiasm about 
their visit of yesterday afternoon to the new oamp somewhere 

down below Monette' Perry,_perhaps 16 miles below Oloutierville, 

on the former Maroo or was it ^arkoe, property, which J. h. 
owns in part along with two or three otaers. They sa the 
lake is beautiful, the camp handsome, with mouh big stone 
fire places, green leather uphostered choirs, all kinds of 
electrical gagets for the culinary section, barbecue pits, 
stone steps to the water's edge and heaven’knows what all. I 
wonder if this could be the Lake ^nmes M. Cain was asking rbout 
a year or so ago Sooner or later l- suppose a shall be jockeyed 
into going down to see the place, but a shall resist that as 
long as possible. I suspeot s mebody is wanting some advise 
on what kind of stuff to plant around the place by way of 
flowering shrubs and so ou. It's wonderful how the can pour 
thousands of dollars into such a things, and for me it seems the 
more striking when A coneider that last summer they borrowed my 
wheel barrow without asking me nbout it in advance, and kept it 
for weeks when need it. Thousands of dollars for such 
a hermitage where gentlemen may go to shoot harmless animals and 
ladies ray veuture to play cards, and they had to save money on 
construction by barrowing my weheel barrow. "You don't have to 
be, but it helps out a lot if you are. 


But the clipping is rather out of date anyway, and seemingly 
more so because Charles Oumungham telephoned me this morning 
to say the --ayor had just received a letter from the -onsul 
General, requesting the Mayor to secure the approval of 
the State Chairman of the Louisiana SesquieentennAel uelebration, 
signifying hie approval 0 n behalf of the State in Jhe matter 
of the statue of iiuatorze, as an intregal part of the State s 
participation in the 1953 festivities. 

From this, we-assume, the matter of the gift has been 
acted upon favorably by France, and now it is merely a matter of 
taking a few hurdles of red tape before things really begin 
moving. This, of oourse, is hea tening. _ 

« 

Gharlee asked me if A had heara anything about the . 

jity of *ew Orleans putting put 40 thousand dollars for some sort 
of a something or other In view of the statue of Bienville 
or Hiberville , —he dldn t remember whioh, with an editorial 
in some -paper or other, perhaps the Ticayune, indicating that 
the Beinville statue for ^ew'Orleans was to be a give of 
France. I, naturally, had heard nothing of such a thing. 

But we conclude that siuce *ew Orleans is to get a Bienville 
item, there will be Idas pulling and hauling from that quarter 
to seoure the Louis XIV item, and so things take on f 
satisfactory glint from that direction, too. It isn t clear to 


i 









From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* 3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




5783 




S (&- O-C ll&CClHUec- > 

5784 ", 


either of us as to just why the approval of whariraan itichards, —or 
whatever his name may he, is necessary, but, then, who in the 
world ever understood the unwinding of red tape matters of 
this nature anyway, 

I learned of a somewhat hilarious bit of gossip about 
the mistress of magnolia rlantatio.. today. For the past 
10 or 15 years. Miss Sail- has been drawing a hundred dollars 
a month insurance m oney because she is physically incapacitated. 

It is true that she has enjoyed a heart affliction all these years 
and of course still remains bed most of the time. 

It was therefore a bit surprising both to the peocle and 
(the people of magnolia) and the insurance agents when the 
latter received an unsigned letter, stating that Hiss Sally 
was certainly not entitled td draw incapacity dividends on her 
policy since she was hail and hearty and was daily riding horsebaok 
over the broad ores of her plantation, directing labor and 
generally disporting herself with unusual vim and vigor. 

When Miss Sally's son. Mat was taken to the ^lexan.ria 
hospital when lie had a heart atfaek in September, his daughter 
Betty, undertook to do what she could on the pin tatio n in 
her father s role. Obviously some gossi ry person got the 
granddaugher mixed up with the grandmother, —hence the report 
to the insurance company 

I asked Madam regard yesterda.. if Bhe had heard of the theft of 
the paintings, given by .Louis Phillipce, to the Cathedral at 
nradstown, “-entuoky and she said she hadn't. They l wondered 
if i had been dreaming such a thing, and tried to think that 
on awakening at some strange hour one night last week, I 
vaguely he>.rd someone reporting such a news item, t,ut now that 
I try to recall details, i can t seem to'do so, and'therefore am 
beginning to wonder if i had aetually heard such a report or 
not. thought you mighty have noticed such a pxs report in 

print, if, indeed, it actually happened. Madam -regard's 
hope was at Biadstown, i believe, before her marriage, and of 
course she is always interested in news fro that qiiarter. 

I told her I would as* you about it, and if it had appeared in 
the newspapers of Manhattan, i felt quite sure you would have 
noticed, it. , 

Like everybody else of ray acquaintance, I seem to have a 
toi.ch of the sniffles, but only a touch. I hope you have 
none at all but nevertheless are conserving all energies for 
strength in the busy wee*s *anead. 


Thursday, iioveraber 20th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

. A slty but a 0001 breeze has been the order of the day 

What with the sniffles lingering on, I spent only a few hours * 

of the day at gardening, aud for the balance of 
the daylight hours, devoted myself to a flock of odds and ends 
and attending to pilgrims. 

’ ., 1 bh * nk n ° ne of T th0 enclosures are of any particular interest, 
although i must say I got a kick out of the one from Mrs. Holloman 
passing along to recommendation of the Belgian lady that I 
wouid do better in the statue business if I took up the matter 

is siastif llTttr ri. 1 ? th. raoommendatioi 

what T the lady had bo say, just what she had in mind I 
can t imagine. I never looked for a German Consul in Berlin 
an anglish one in London or a French one in Haris, and I oan ? t 
imagine wnat might be'the address of an Aermioan one in 
Washington. I had always supposed that Consuls handled 
^ 8duess . . ln * or ®}* n trade centers, and while I realized of oourse 
tnat ..ashiugton is not vrithin the limits of the 48 states, still 
the district of Columbia had never quite seemed like a foreign 

°nnirt*h !! .i* 01 **!? 8 lifQ ° f me * A 0an c what the woman 

isgin inh, h shs hafno’ m “d. S ° j “ P “* th * ° 0n0l ' 1Bl ‘’ a »•» 

de leste had a letter from the Baton iiouge nenrys today, saying 
the eneral, currently in the ^ew.^ork area, would not return 

until thanksgiving night and, so they were not going to 
make a round at *elrose for the holiday. I supoJse this may mefn 
a Christmas go-round instead. However that may be, I am glad of 
1 th ® fa ™ i 1 ly as Possible, and what with the Texas 

J 0 !,;® 1116 this way to talk turkey,_thenumber will be adequate 
to give a suggestion of holiday to next week. 

It seems a little odd that neither Celeste nor 1 have heard from 

her ' adveut at Melrose on Sunday evening, 
where she will rmain as guest until uesday morning, being scheduled 
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to speak, at the college on Monday afternoon. Rumor has it the 
Governor is appointing now heads of State institutions, and I 
am woydering if the Audubon-Oakley curator has received the axe. 

■i'here s bound to be a flurry at the last moment if the 
guest~speaker fails to put in an appearance, but wo can worry about 
that when the time arrives. 

With today's announcement of the filling of throe cabinet 
posts in the impending Sisnehower administration, it seems to 
me an interesting b coincidence that within a few days of 
the filing of the Democratic administrations suit against 
Dupont for restraint of trade in its c ntrol of U.S.Rubber and 
General Motors that Charles H. Wilson, President of Goneral 
Motors, should be named as Secretary of Defense in the forth¬ 
coming Republican administration, as one commentator a night 
or two ago remarked: 

"It will bo interesting to see, 0 n and after January 20th, 
just how far the suit against Dupon by the Government will not go." 

In view of all the racket that went on during the full heat 
oi the political campaign, I am surprised the lines of an old 
jingle didn't occur to me, even though I have forgotten 
their p eoise wording. They x ran; 

"^tiile people ,all around are making faces. 

And all the world's a-jangle and a-jar, - 
I meditate on inter-stellar spaces. 

And blandly smoke a big old mild cigar." 

In wivow of the comparative quiet obtaining in the Springfield, 
Illinois area during those past couple of weeks, I have thought 
of them so oftenin regard to Hr. Stevenson. 

naturally, too, the same linos came baci to mind when it was 
announced a day or two ago that *1 ort Dinstein had declined the 
profiered -^residency. of Israel. Quite aside from his titanic 
mathematical knowledge, ux. Aiaetein always struck me as being an 
exceedingly wise man. I felt this with great couviotion at that time 
it became known he had made that arrangement with the little girl 
wherein he helped her with her arithmatio lessons in oxohunge for 
jelly beans, and I, for one,-am fc lad the good dootor is going to 
continue raedltating .on inter-stellar spaces and not got tangled up 
in all the tempestuous scufflings of a pOlitioal nature that is bound 
to be the lot of an Israel -^resident. 

And now ,1 must turn to the mail, take a coup e of asperin, 
and then call it a day. I am deterimned to be rid of the sniffles 
before this week end, which is scheduled to be rather busy. 


.Friday, November List, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

.How nice to *ind your air mail of Tuesday, together with 
the clipping regardi-ng the de Jhambrun death, —news to me, —in 
this morning's post. • 

i J ' • • 

Please, please, please, don't worry your pretty head about 
your inability to got things down on paper, as indicated 'in 
my letter of yesterday and perhaps the day before, I realize perfectly 
how many unimagined things may pile up for immediate dare, therebyo ruling 
out all possibility of taking pen in hand for a time, and what with 
the holidays looming just ahead, I pray you not to think about 
writiug, knowing full well as you do that I understand'perfectly, 
after all, that is what we have mental telepathy for, --just such 
times as these wnen getting a moment to one's self is impossible, 
jiot a cloud, not the vaguest trace of a puff of atmosphere, troubles 
our mutual horizon, so far as appreciating the mii lion qircumstanoes 
that got in tne way of having an uninterrupted go'at the typewriter 
and never let any doubt oross your -mind that I apprec ate the 
erroumstances and that everything vibrates in perfeot harmony and shall 
continue to do .so .in the same aacord until a break comes in the 
intricate pattern of daily doings and once more y 0 u can indulge in 
what i know is your imrned ate desire. 

I am sorry 1 wasn't a little earlier in getting word to you 
that the pecanos wore on their way, but I had supposed that 
a flock of business packagee were being sent ahe,d of the personal 
ones, but -*■ trust, you were able to manage the business alright. 

I am hoping roo that the sack wasn't slit in too many places so that 
like “r. Jefferson in raris receiving 13 from -ir. ^adison in Virginia 
you actually had a few when the sack itself reached your true hand. ’ 

In view of all the hurly-burly in which you currently find your¬ 
self, I marvel that you should have found time to remember the 
November 17th-18th anniversary. It is a curious fact that each 
successive year when I hnve gone to place fresh fldwers in the Madam's 
room on that date, there never has been the same flower available — 
and this year it was Chines magnolia blossoms that graced her table,— 
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surely an unexpected floral tribute for this particular month. But 
the eoily naraiesus blossoms that; sometimes are readily available, 
are way behind because of this year's drought, and it was the same 
dryness,.I suppose, that impelled the Chinese magnolias to spurt 
into flower so unexpectedly. 

I haven't seen J. H. is two or three days. Be was in Dew ^r.eans 
sometime this week, and has been having social engagements at 
ni ht which have i pelled him to skip supper when he has been here. 

I saw Celeste a few moments this afternoon, She said J. u. had 
received a letter from Pat, suggesting that J. n, hop over to London 
for a-week or two, and that J. n # on reading the letter, decided he 
would i.ead out on -ueomber 1st, or"lereabouts, so that ho would 
be back here in ample time for -hristmas. To see anything of 
England, —and a qui.k hop to x a ris, at this season of the year 
would not present Europe in its most favorable aspect for an 
initial view, I 'should think, but then the atmopshere so essential 
for some wouldn't matter at all to another, and that makes it 
easier for the latter, since any old time is as good as another. 

I am glad •). a. and Pat can have a look at the old places together, 
although a am sure it will be the roulette wheels and whizzing 
through the countryside in xat's car that will probably exoite the 
major Interest. 

The a. i£. A. annual conclave meets in San Pranotsco on 
ou about February 1st, and C. 4i . and Celeste plan to journey out 
that way for the frolio. At that rate, they really ought to cover 
quite a lot of ground between them, for since J. u. has decided to 
have a look at Europe in December, Celeste has again made up her 
mind that she will have a go at Europe this Spring or summer, and 
has already procured passport* blanks, etc. She tells mo she thinks 
she will oast about to find some party or group of people who are making 
plane for Euroce, and wi 1 go with them. Personally l oan imagine no 
worse way to see Europe, but then if one likes a constant crowd and 
nothing means much except when observed in a herd, then that ought 
to turn out just fine. 


I am gif d an interruption prevented me from reading the dipping 
concerning de Chambrun, for that loaves me a segment of your message 
for the morrow. 

Tonight, after i finish the mail, 1 expeot to dip into Certruoe SteinSs 
*ars I nave Seen for re-rending a couple of ti.e chapters which I remembered 
from my last go-round with the book a couple of years or so ago. 


, 1 finished Angelo M. Pelegrini's "Iraagrant's aeturn", being glad 

that I read it. I thi n t the author's summing up of what*s out of Joint 
in Europe, —Italy, as opposed to what is on the right track in the U. a. 

!! a n ng '- —Than 8k again for your nice letter, and please always 
know l shall understand and sympathize with the enforced telepatheti/ 
messages until a hr... 


Sunday^, Doveraber 23rd, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

And so we come to the beginning of a new and I am hoping 

that your week end turned out as successful as I had hoped, a.jd 
rather less bogged down with unexpected people as characterized mine. 

My sniffles continued on Saturday, and I thought one good 
way to oiroumvent the thing was to get lots of sleep, and I 
accordingly folded up my beard on Saturday night at 6 with 
the result that ! felt ever so muoh better when 6 o'clock arrived 
this morning. 

I had a couple of telephone calls on Saturday morning, one from 
Mrs. Coomb8 saying that Mrs. Woods had asked her to bring her down 
on Saturday afternoon. I said it would be alright, and 1 received 
them, but wit scant enthusiasm. The second telephone call was 
from Alexandria, —from, —of all people, - and you couldn't guess,-- 
la Storm. 

( * 

She said she and her niece had skipped from Charleston down 
to Florida and thought it would be nice to head back to 
charleston via Melrose. Bow that is one way of making a 
bee line for any place but home. They were going to Briarwood 
for Saturday night and would come to see me today. That was fine. 

And so the ladles came by this afternoon. La Storm seemed 
much thinner and more on the refined and svelt Edna Mae Oliver side 
than the more robust -iarie Dressier. Her niece who had not been 
hero before, reminded me a little of Carolyn Barnsey and seems to 
be a grand person. She is perhape 40-ish and told me with 
disarming frankness that she had but two enthusiasms, —piloting 
a plane and getting bogged down 1T1 the culinary department, —certainly 
two unlike enthusiasms, and two that can scaroely be indulged in 
Concurrently. 

They left here between four and five, heading up the road for 
' Briarwood where they will spend the night and then head out for 
Charleston which they will make before or rather by Wednesday. 

Madam Storm spoke of their visit to some plafie 50 miles from 
Hew ^aven, following their recent Williarasburgh journey. It seems 


. 


a treat 
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la Storm is a descendant of the colonial Morris family and the 
16®h or rather 17th century colonial home at Morris CoveX, northwest 
of new anven, was presented to the Stae of the federal Sovernmnet at 
the time. I gather it must be a fine place, what with the little 
details creeping into the description of the estate, such as the inlaid 
floors, and a kitch fireplace designed to accommodate 8 foot longs, 
and of such dimensions as to enable the haulers of logs to drive 
into the kitchen to deposit the firewood. I believe Robert 
Morris is a descendant of the same colonail family. I gather 
the Morris Cove property may not be in Connecticut but rather across 
the State line into ^assachuotts. 

, i'onig&t it is sprinkling and it looks as though **rs. Sterling 
isn t likely to have too pleasant a dab of weather for her visit. She 
arrives at n m town, makes a recorded interview for the radio station, 
and then comes here for lunch, a ter which we shall drjrve to the 
college where i shall make a brief introduction in the Theatre at 
the college. recpetion will follow and after that we shall 
return to “elrose where she will spend the night and have a 
little conference with me on fue&day morning before returni'ng 
to St. Francsiville. It, seems to me this program should work 
out very nicely and will eventuate, I hope, to everyone's satisfaction. 

Dn Saturday I chanced to be with Celeste when her mail was 
brought to her and she was enchanted to find a note from you which 
she hastened to read to me, and it did my. he a t good, too, for I thought 
it superb i^ its delicacy and charm, and she was deeply appreciative, 
and I felt like tossing several oak leaf clusters in your direction which 
I do, here and‘now. 

I seemed to get a lot of odds and ends taken care of on Saturday, 
in spite of callers and the sniffles, including' the "dressing" 
of Die Frau. ^ong chanced to pass this way, and I thought there was 
nothing like striking while the iron was hot, so to speak, and so I 
provided ^-og with a razor blade while I stuffed Die Frau in a boot, 
and in less than half a minute everything had been disposed of with 
neatness and dispatch, and Kie .Frau was sitting on my lap again, never 
guessing that the boot business was more than a gam®. 

In pursuance of my inquiry regard ng the Brandstown business, I 
was so glad to see the matter, —with remarkable speed, it seems to me, 
by Dimdn't do much reading this week end, but perhaps I shall get starte 
in that direction next eek or the week after, hut I have found time 
to It my thoughts travel in your d rection and I hope your Saturday 
and Sunday have held a few moments for relaxation and most of all the doing 
of nothing. 6 
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Monday, November 24th, 1952. 



Memorandum: 

The weather man's predictions for rain came to naught and 

nlJht w tnT y T f0ll0W > d ^ knight's equally lovely,’ velvety 
nignt, with the waxing moon wading through thin curtains of gauze y 
tr.at may or may not promise rain for the morrow. 8 

i^ aS ^chanted at th ? opportunity to devote myself to 
gardening all morning and into the afternoon until 2*10 when I 
leaped through a quick shower, pulled on some Sunday clothes and 

°?om^ eap ln a oar and head out 101 town to y mr„Z; 

she had met Celeste in town at 11, made arrangements 
at tne kittle Theatre at the college for the showing of the ^udubon 
Oailej pictures. Deep interviewed St the radio ml 0 “ 

iS”tiSa avsfao. “ ld a momeDt ' E Iest b9fors £•»*in* 

_, n , t j hile Celeste and “rs. sterling were making some last 
minute arrangements after reaching our-destination i had an 
opportunity to chat with several acquaintances who’mu°t have «een 
us arrive and had come out into the lobby to say noSy I suppose 
I had never seen several of the ladies wearing hats beiore and 

° n m ®. WQS U0C unlike that experience we have all gone 

afte? dnvo tiraeS 0n ® ni P5 0fird wheu at the cone usion of t voayage 

after days of being accustomed to seeing fellow passengers in sea- g 

friends°durine’the eln f udd#nl y confronted by some who have become 
tha fVro? ^ g th cro ! Sins » and scarcely recognizing them when for 
the first time we see tnem in their usual urban costumes. ’ 

be the^r^o" Wh ° m 1 haVe no vast ^thusiasm chanced to 

ne tne final excuse for mo remarking to the group that was 

a , 0U VJ at SeGine them ^ternfon hats! SO Lny of 

of thbsfca® minded msic^fefsor^wio^whe^ 

m3s88?» 
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a hat op", -i'he maiden,Indy seemed mildly startled but the rest of 
the ladies toot the bawdy observation in their respective strides. 

*he ^resident of the .service league introduced me with some 
inappropriate remarks, borrowing from recent political tomfoolery 
by dubbing me mr. Natchitoches xarish, and i got on with the business 
oi intorduoing Hrs. sterling. I talked plenty long enough, 
perhaps 4 or 5 minutes, and would have added just one more point 
when I sensed that a spasm of coughing might be just in the offing, 
and so managed to bringing things to a more or less neat conclusion, 
and managed to end with, __"and so, ladies and Sentlemen I give you... 
and then the voice started failing, so that in a most theatrical 
whisper, came the o ly important words scheduled for me to say anyway: 

"Mre. J. 1. sterling", 

which came forth i n a strikingly theatrical whisper which apparantly 
the audience took to be intentional, and the applause, primarily because 
1 had finished, but perhaps a little because of the un xpected manner 

of presenting the gu st‘s speaker,_the applause was thunderous, 

a 1 of which just g es to show how some unintentional and unstudied 
twist can sometimes turn,out alright^ 

-*rs, oterling* e speech was delightful, wit an appropriate 
sketch of the historical background of uakley and of -udubon, 
which was followed by pictures accompanied by appropriate comments. 

I think every one throoughly enjoyed the presentation which was one 
in an hour or so, after which everyone retired to a reception 
room nearthq theatre, --id the same building but down a corridor, where 
punch and cakes and things were served and people could gather in 
little knots i;o chat. 

We were b n ck at -elrose by first dark, supped across the fence 
and chated until a little after 8, after which i came home, olirabed 
out of ray Sunday clothes, splashed through a other hot shower, and 
so climbed aboard this machine for a little chat.' 

I believe I have several little ideas that may be of some serivde 
co “rs. Sterling and these x shall pass along to her tomorrow morning 
when she passes along this way before taking off for ot. Hranoisville. 

I am giad today's weather was fair for the South Carolina ladies 
to make tx.eir sta t toward home, but i reckon they are probably less 
conscious of atmospheric conditions than I, for anyone who flies about 
as much as they oan*t possibly be much up-set by weather, since 
they a.e so constantly heading out regardless of the situation obtaining 
at the momeut. 

And now for a couple of letters, and thence to an erly bed and 
may your rest be early even as mine... 


Tuesday, November 25th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

now nice to find your Friday "movie" letter in today's post. 

• • *-•*-» *> 

I like the idea of writing script for private audiences a heap 
better than partaking in the results of someone else's efforts that 
have been transformed for the screen.. 

There was a fairly fat mail today, —Growley, Atlanta and so 
on but naturally I concentrated on the idanhattan cancellation 
first and I was glad I did so, for even though i did not finish 
the conteuts of the first letter opened, it is so pleasant having 
a page of conversation with you before an interruption came along, 
and thus have the promise of the balance of it on the morrow, while 
whatever else coming to hand can very well wait until later. 

^nd may I thank you for telling me of the ribbon grass and 
how it appears as to height in the tandy soil of the Hamptons. 

And as I mention.ribbon grass, I must inquire if you-are also 
acquainted with a relative of that entity' --the Pampas grass, 
which also has a feathery plume of about the same appearance, althoug 
theleaves of the plant itself —the Tampas, - t nclines to be 
more narrow, almost nke green spaghetti, but rather rough in 
texture and to the sense of touch. I am going,to plant some 
of both types side by side and see what happens as to growth 
and general luxuriance in this ultra riah soil of the river bottoms. 

1 shall eventually report on m y findings. 

At the moment the local ribbon grass is in something of a 
shambles. Along about 7:30 this morning some heavy cluds began 
forming and a brief shower followed. For a moment, —and only 
a moment, —and not unlike the sudden appearance and disappearance of 
sound from a passing jet plane, a roar came out of the olouds, and 
one sudden puff of find blew things around car^ily, —and 
inordiante calm tr ed hard on its noisey heels. The one momentary 
puff, however, was enough to put the ribbon grass in shreds, and 
the force of the blast was such that it broke off perhaps a half 
dozen of the banana stems alon^ the front gallery, —-r^rhaps 

2 or 3 feet from the ground. This is the only time I ever knew 

such a thing to happen, as the banana plants .being 90 per cent water, 
tena to bend before a breeze. But today's gust was so swift. 


I 
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I suppose, that the plant didn't have time to mate up its mind 
to bow in harmony with the pressure. 

^rs. sterling came over while it was raining and we had 
a conference for half an hour and covered all outstanding points 
before it was time for her to tate off for home. 

While I t ink of it, I should lite to mention a point that 
wps touched upon in conversation at dinner the other day when two or 
three officials of the R.E.A. were dining here. Satisfaction 
was expressed over the appointments being made for the Cabinet of 
the new administration. 1 believe it is the Department of interior 
which handles R.E.A. matters. . i’he new appointee, —from Oregon, I 
believe, is expected, --having the blessing of R.A.T., —to 
approve the sale of the various A. A. organizations to private 
operators just as soon as tne new order ta*.e over. It is 
my understanding that in spite of all the criticism of the 
Government's ineptidude in.business matters, the R. E. *. organizations 
}.n spite of the fact that their rates are very reasonable, are all 
definitely money mating concerns. I believe the Valley Electric, for 
example, which is the local fi. E. A. unit, has not only met 
all its required payments but has acoummulated an impressive reserve, - 
running well into six figures As I understand it, if this 
type of service were to remain under the patronage of the 
Government, —as it would, had the Democrats won, the 
increasing profits of the organi ation would be turned back, to 
the benefit of the tax payers and the rates of all users would be 
cut proportionately a» the profits increased. But naturally 
those people of influenoe ,who control the operation of such an 
excellent business, believing in ."free enterprise" and es eoially 
if theperwonal p: orit it to be realized at the expense o: 
the users of electricity, —and so if the Government will 
force through a plicy of disposing of the Government owned 
business, the potential investors, —those, in most cases, being 
the ones now oontroling the plioy of the organizations, will stand 
to make a wonderful prsonal advantage. 

Aorgive the involved sentence structure in the above .paragraph. 

» cquple of interruptions have probably successfully eradioa ed 
most of the raanqing, too, but I send it along regardless, thinking 
you will be intereteyft in observing during 1963 what the Taft boys 
put ovqr in behalf of "liberty and free enterprise". 

It'8 so ntpq having your letter tucked away in the arraoir, awaiting 
the morrow, and thanks again for makig both today and tomorrow such 
a happy one for me. , 


'.Vednes'day, Dovember 26th, 1952. 


Memornadum; 

How nice to have the balance of our chat today, following 
our initial session yesterday. 

It goes without saying that I was delighted to learn that 
you had had news direct, through special messenger, fro., aunt alia, 
and how nice of her to send along such a gay souvenir. 

As for the unexpected appearance of the messen or delivering Aunt 
Ella’s message, I can well imagine Jfou might have $ been just as 
pleased, had you been advised in advance, bht there s at least 
the advantage for you in not having been called upon to 
go chasing across the bay and all that such an hejira implies. 

I like what you had to observe regarding the use of 
initials, —or the not making of use of initials by certain politioans 
of distinction I had not heatd of the Eisenhower monogram before. 
Something tells me that before we get far into the new a^intstration, 
we shall be hearing many remarks concerning B.A.T, xor I have t 
a doubt there will be ample justification from many a quarter 
not in the big money to express opinions that will not be 
too flattering' from Roberto Alphonso. 

Plans move along merrily on the home front for the impending 
jaunt to London nnd Baris-, which will begin Friday or Saturday 
of this week, I believe. As I have not kept up with details 
of air travel, 1 was interested to learn the «ew York to London 
hop is scheduled to consume but 12 hours and that passage 
is only #417.00 round trip. Perhaps I am not being give the 
precise figures, but even so, if this figure is merely ^proximate, 
it seems wonderfully inexpensive, in view of the raUeage qovered 
and the time saved. Of course there are a flock of disadvantages 
to my way of -thinking, too, but those are purely personal whims 
which wouldn't be subsoribed to by the average oitizen, suppose. 

Bor example,.the lurtoh one would tool by passing so swiftly from 
the American tempo to the European would make re-adjustment to 
the d fferenoo in civilizations and values not unlike the physical 
shock of pas ing froramid summer heat on the sun baked-atreet into 
the depths of sub-Artio frost of an over chilled theatre, 1 
should think, and while there probably wouldn t be luoh danger of 
a cultural oaso of pneumonia, or rather a case of cultural pneumonia, 


f 




From the FRANCOIS HlGNON PAPERS* UV\ 5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




5795 




5796 




t- ll«| IV 


still, the gradual progression, afforded by travel by ship 

must incline- one to enolounter the change in human tempo considerably 

to the advantage of the sailor as over the flyer. 

as I understand it, the ten dpy time limit still 
obtains and .yet the detailsthat are being compressed into the 
plans seem to fill the schedule fairly full, i'or example, it 
is assumea that after doing England, Pat will drive 
his car to Paris and Mone Garlo and back, so that his uncle, 
accompanying him, can mate his Hew' York plane in all good time. 

As I never tried to take in England and Prance, —from Aorth to 
South by oar, within such a time limit, I wouldn't know if 
it could be accomplished to anybody's satisfaction or not, but 
I assume it couldn't. Somehow it all reminds me of a lady 
I once met on a liner steaming toward Hew *ork. She was taking 
the boat ride for her health, and with the ship docking in 
Hew J-ork on a Priday, she was planning to sail back to Pur ope 
on -Tuesday, and told me- quite frankly that during this, her 
initial visit to the United Staes, she proposed to do very little 
sight seeing, ...simply looking over Hiagra Palls, Grand Ganyonl spelled 
bit odd) and one other place, —1 have forgotten, —perhaps 
Seattle or San Prancisco bay. *s that was in the days before 
anybody was doing much air travel, such a program seemed quite 
all-embracing for a mere week end. 

I am ^lad'tb report that while I continue to bark a 
li tie, my cold is fast improving, and in spite of the cool 
weather obtainih today, __.it didn't get above 45, I felt vigorous 
enough to do much scatterLng about of cotton hulls, transplanting, 
and so on, The blizzard that is streaming from the 
Texas i.anhandle northeast to Minnesota, dumping tons of snow 
on the middle We3t seems to have passed us bye, in spite of 
dire predictions of the Weather Brueau ‘>Ve were promised a 
low of 26 before midnight tonight, but'now, at 9:45, thanks to 
unexpected cloud coverage, I suppose, the thermometer has gone up 
to 48, and it is obvious 1 wasted time along about first dark 
when 1 covered the camolias, oli^i eto. *‘ith their feet 
nice and snug in ootton hulls atid such warm night gowns, 
the "children" must feel as snug as a bug,in a rug. 

According to the latest report from the uenrys, f there will 
be none from beyond -*elroso to ataok the local great' Amor Loan bird 
on the morrow. We are to dine across the fence, and as the plantation 
is working, even as on any other Thureday, I reokon the day will 
unravel much as usual, although we may get a little larger assortment 
of foot loose pilgrims, suddenly confronted by a holiday with which 
they know not what to do. My thoughts will bo turning in your 
direction so often during th ciay, hoping that in spite of the feasting, 
you may bo able to grab off a few quiet moments for solitary relaxation 


/id'/ 27 


Tha ksgiving Might, 1952, 


Memorand urn; 

It has been a pleasant day hereabouts, 
as much for your own good self. 


May you be aBle to say 


Of the oddities coming to my attention today was Something 
Horace Hughes* a Henry-family acquaintance, had to tell. He was 
married 33 years ago on this date, which chanced also to be Thanks¬ 
giving way back ( yonder, —1919, or whenever, —and, according to 
him, there hasn t been a Thanksgiving on this’date during the 
interim. I suppose there would have been one, had Thanksgiving 
always come on the last Thursday in the month, but possibly the 
moving up of the holiday during some of the years of the Hoosevelt regime 
brought about the prolonged interval of the date and holiday failing 
to co-inoide. 

As there were to be nobody for turkey dinner, it was 
decided we would eat next door, Just the few of us, and we were bidden 
to be prompt at an 11:30 serving of the great bird. I picked up 
J. H. and Hugene at the store at 11:28, and found Dan had appeared, 
uninvited and unexpected. at the house we found Joe and Juanita 
had arrived, --invited but unexpected, as a letter in yesterday's 
post announced they wouldn't come, deleete was dwaddling across 
the river where she had gone to call on the Heverend fathers, 
dhe arrived half an hour later, and the half hour of waiting was 
long. The Dinner was marvelous. Period, it's wondorful how one 
uninvited guest can put a frost on everything else. 

There wasn't much talk about Europe, although J. H. did remark 
that he is leaving Tuesday, —but whether that means leaving 
Melrose or Manhattan, I know not. 

Celeste ie talking ouite a bit a^out her Hurooean jaunt, which 
she hopes to effect, storting the fourth week in June, and returning 
oarly in Auguet. She expectfe to fly over but ship back. Some 
how I have a feeling she will never go but I hope I am wrong, for 
she ie looking forward to it with a measure of enthusiasm. 

As I think of her in JSurope, the more it bears down upon my mind that 
mighty few of us have any notion what impells other people to do things. 


I 
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(eight naught four three) 



I can t think of a thing Europe has to offer her that she 
wouldn't get much more of in some place like New Orleans or 
New ■‘■ork hut inasmuch as I am so ignorant about what the impulses 
are that take the vast marjority of people anywhere, I am quite 
in the dark as to what she hopes to discover that will make the 
trip worth while. It seems to me that I remember vague&y of 
one American girl who yearned for Venice, or having achieved Venice, 
was in transports of aelight because of the jazz band discovered 
there. Well, iiurope had better have a flock of jazz bands this 
summer. 

The latest wrinkle on the ho‘:e front is a telephone connection 
for lucca. Celeste "just knew" I would be entranced, and she 
requested its installation 0 n two grounds, —first, it would be 
so convenient if she ever had friends passing this way who wanted 
to see me or to make a tour, --and secondly _«and it seems odd this 
should be secondly, t on grounds that being so often alone with 
Madam Regard, it would be so nice to know that any time of night she 
could establish contact with me by wire. J. h. naturally acceded 
to her request immediately, The phone will be installed within the 
next day or two, it is understood, fuere will be some nuisance attached 
to the thing, since both her phone and mine will x ring on all in¬ 
coming calls, ^ut there will be the advanatge to me in being able 
to maxe out-going calls direct from my aesk. I know not 
i. the c nvenrence will balance the nuisance but 1 think it is 
prudent, in view of tne situation Obtaining next door, that a 
connection be established. It goes without saying that 1 shall, 
pass along the number immediately when it comes to hand. 


Friday, November 28th, 1952. 


idem or and urns 

*s you have already s rmised f»»ra the notation above, the 
telephone has been installed. It is a party line but 
comparatively secure, for although everyone Qn the party 
line can listen in, there is a pretty good chance that 
nobody will and, of course, out-going calls may be 
made without the tingle of the bell sounding on °* 
the other outlets which include the house across the fence, the 
garage and so on. 

I got around to do a little mail today, and shall send 
alon £ a few enclosures, although 1 believe there is nothing 
„f any interest. 

-e were promised fair weatner but it was cloudy all day and 
along about first dark it began sleeting a little, but 
it melted on toudhing the ground so it really doesn t count for much. 


There were the usual holiday pilgrims, and for the most part 
pretty dull. Some Mobile people, who looked civilized, were the 
most difficult, for I could get no re-action from them whatsoever. 


Miss Sally's granddaughter, -“ary Gunn was home from L. S. U. 
and brought up some of her college friends’for a go-round. 

We had a pleasant chat and one of the Reverend Fathers brought over 
some i rvjrtaht industrialists or some such from North Louisiana or 
some where. They were alright, £ut 0 n such p pilgrimage, the 
tycoons were as disappointing in appearance as a fish out of water. 
Perhaps I should look to Venice and install a jazz band. 


The plantation laboreo as usual, with no’thought of a holiday 
I received a message from both secretaries, __one‘having gone to 
Winfield, —of all places, for the balance of the wee*., and the 
other having gone to Montrose to haul wood for the family fireplac 
I shall perhaps catch up with the latter on the morrow. I do have 
correspondence to explore, hut after all, today is Thanksgiving, 

and since none of the mail is of importance, i hope, it can wait 
I hor.e you had a nice, nice day. ’ oan wait * 


I have found myself so often today thkinking of the 
Tilloah request and wondering how you handled it. Knowing 
how things are, it would seem as though he would have 
simply asked a public stenographer to take down his dictation, 
or would that be against Himalya's idea of good business. 

Be that as it may,' I am hoping you m y find some way to side¬ 
step the whole thing. IsnH it odd how I never hesitate about 
imposing upon y our good nature, but paradoxically enough, x seem 
to resent such efforts when them stem from another particular 
quartif.you find in any of the correspondence beirt enclosed, the 
letter from la Mamoulides, I am wonderiug if you will be as struck 
as was I by the seeming past tense in which sne refers to me, 
some whr.t after the .manner as though i were dead. I think it 
is along in the 2nd or 3 paragraph whore she is s peaking about 
the Picayune article. It gave me quite a kick. 



I 
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I so seldom dream and so rarely in color that having done 
so last night,.i must remar It upon it. It began in a 
beautiful big white room, lined with ^anels of white that 
opened readily t each containing marvelous 17th and 18th 
century treasures, -.folios, boots, ivory, glassware and china, 
and china, tfhere we had been prior to our arrival and with whom 
we had talted didn't seem to register but it was perfectly 
clear that we had-been told we might select whatever we 
pleased from the collection before it was disposed of, —to 
what organization I tnow not. .7e had so p much pleasure 
hurrying t; rough the vast collection and among other things 
you selected was a pair of porcelain vases, rather like water 
glasses in shape, but much larger, xhe background was >Vedgewood 
blue and the figures, beautifully executeu after the manner of David, 
were in white a pale gray. It was Ijliouely a garden party 
in so e lovely private garden or park* and the trees were especially 
happy m their background of gray f as between the figures antx robe 
in white and the blue of the background. There was 

a sumptuous padded leather folio bearing tn6 arms of France and .Navarre, 

bea ing the unraistakeable n l" i n the corners, all embossed in gold, 

with the inside of the foliO'lined in white taffeta. We 

thought that would be nice, too. Then there was an 

ivory colored vase or fruit dish, a fluted shell, balanced on 

a single standard also ivory in color, the whole thing loofci n S 

like something Gellinin might have stirred u« had he created his stuff 

in the 18th instead of the 15th century. Grandpa, knocking on 

the screendoor for an early snack dispelled the dream but it 

fcaa b on so vivid that i can still s®o many of the lovely treasures 

and experience the pleasure we knew in making our selections. I 

sunpose all this -must have had it origin in your reference to having 

read the Bertrand pages recently, plus a flock of - 

other pleasant odds and ends that somehow have a way of piecing them¬ 
selves tcrgether wr.en dreams really get to going. 

Today's somewhat gloomy weather must have discourseed the 
road runner, although, frankly, I didn't know that was possible. 

Joe nenry, x believe must have spent the day resting i n b6d, for 
I sawf him only at food time, and 1 believe Juanita find CeLeste ust 
have gon card playing in town for things seem ouiet over yonder 
and J,uanita didn t put in an Appearance for supper. Just so 
long as everyone-,is doing what he pleases. 
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Sunday, November 30th, 1952. 


memorandum: 

npw nice to find your fat, fat, envelope in Saturday's 

post. 

I am entranced to have the ample number of envelopes contain! g 
the seed of so many potential zinnia plants. I find it 
especially remarkable that you shoula have found the white plant 
seeds, for in spite of many inquiries I have made, nothing on 
the white have or has come to hand as yet, and so again, as so often 
in the past, you have come through wfiere all others have failed 
to make so much as a peep. I am saving the white ones for 
the base of the sun dial and I can already envision them as 
being mighty pretty, thus centered in the midst of the green 
lawn of the white garden, - , 

* ^nd how kind of you to nave transcribed miss x.ellie's 
letter for me. Generally her letters arrive at such a time 
as to make it convenient for the good doctor to helpline with them. 

In the event that there is some slip-up in the schedule, so 
far as he is concerned, I shall make a notation 0 n mellie's 

letters, indicating that I have not read them as yet. In 
'case no notation is attached, .you will know that I have 
read them, and you may dispose of them in any way you see fit, 

and how magical are those fingers which could bring forth the 
clipping about the Bardstown theft of the paintings, I marvel 
and mArvel ano marvel at;your resourcefulness. As I dined across 
the fence today, ± took the clipping with me so that 1 could 
run through it wit.. ..adam regard, —one of your most entusiastic 
odmirexs, and like me, she expressed her astonishment that you 
' could" thus pull forth such an uuax(ected ( item so readily and 
wit such deftness, 1 am returning tne 'same herewith, and thank you 
no end for your kindness bot'h to -iadam B. and to me, 

I was so e,lad to have the additional p rticulars regard¬ 
ing the x illoah business and i trust that everything incidental to 
that matter is now finished, —and that there may he no others like it. 






5802 r U 


Monday, 110061111381 1st, 1952 


Memorandum 


Misty and dour all day and continuing into the night. 

.out I welcome the excuse to dilly-dally at desk 
work of which I have much, and having cleared some of it away 
I shall attack the soil on the morrow with added vigor. 

The inooming mail was scant hut the fat envelope from 
the Library of Congress did come through, and I shall post it 
to you with the request that you give it a glanoe only if you 
happen to feel like it f for it doesn't seem to matter muoi 
whether it is mailed or’not, since there is never any 
aok owledgement of it from .vashington. in the event you 
thinkoffanything that should be added, —old or new /you 
will feel quite free to do so. 


• There seoms to be quite a flurry and a flutter on the social side 
what with a dance for the young people, —note the adjective, at 
che Country Jlub on Friday flight, and much entertaining to be 

HUS!, along 

the river bank at first dark. I may have mentioned that ° 

space in the hotel has been reserved, —the windows giving on the 

i^l Z ie f a?iy t SSnS. n r t ?Ji a Jir' ) SB 0 ioS S ?SEg? Sr dS h I. t t 0 ^^r > 

There was a telephone from Millspaugh .Drug today, pleading 
for some Graudpere plates. They have been out of stock for ever 
so long and Saturday's frolio on T’ront Street is calculated 
to bring forth the season's biggest demand for this item. But 
nothing further has been heard from liock Hall on the subject, and 
while the letter of two or. three weeks- ago led one to assume they 
might be here by now, I reckon that was merely a sedative and we 
shall probably near nothing further regarding the shipment 
until after the holidays have oorae and gone. It's nice to know 
there is a demand, even though we can't do anything about satisfying 


./hat seems so deplorable to me, nowever, is all the 
talk about a potentioal or prospective gift, for somehow, if 
I had to go through such a business on such a point, 

1 uever could look witn any pleasure on the thiug when it 
finally came to hand, sinoe the racket ab 'ut it in advance 
would have put such a In tarnish on it in my own estimation 
that it would never afford me the s ightost pleasure. But, 
then, fortunately, not all people re-act the same way to any sot 
of circumstances, and perhaps, for all i know, the t<ing 
will be the more -treasured in the end becuaae there has been 
so much pulling and hauling before the project really got under way 

There was some other point or other I wanted to touch on, 
but 1 shall have to let that slide for another sitting, .again 
my thanks for your elegant letter and hence a happy week end.... 
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I tried listening to the radio last n^ght but 
there was much- static and I could find nothing that interested 
me sufficiently to try to wade through the araokling and snapping 
of the electrical interference, i'ho effort seemed too 
much, even for "Meet the Press" which I usually enjoy, but 
when one catches but about every third word, the scramble doesn't 
seem to mate much of a worth-while omelette. *nd speaking 
of "Meet the Press" wouldn't you love to know how it is or 
what the set-up or pull may be that places Martha Houndtree 
in the broadcast as Moderator, I have no idea as to the identity 
of Mis8 Roudtree but. assume she must be sme kin to an important 
stock holder or some such, since her personality was certainly 
neveT suoh as to recommend it for radio work. However, 
in vidw of the minor role she plays, the program is usually 
worth listening to in spite of her uninspiring radio 
personality. 

And so with the radio rejected, I took Gertrude Htein 
under ray wing when folding up, and discovered i could keep awake 
for quite a few pages of her "Wars I have seen". I don't 
recall having ever read suoh an excellent account of the day to day 
sensations that are the experience of the average oitizen when 
the peace of war has passed and 'the civil population and the 
occupying forces begin to realize that the Jig is about up. 
do ehow what she had to say kept reminding me of the title 
of one of little Marcel's volumes, —"La Prisonn 10 *®"* wherein 
one i8 given to understand that neither party, —the 
prisoner or the warden can be quite sure whioh one is the 
prisoner and which the guardian, ^nd to add a couple 
of typical Stein adverbs* -„ 0 ne doesn't really know, not really, 
that is to say no one and anybody really doesn't know, doesn't 
really know, not anybody not one, not even anybody. Miss 
Stein, in short, is a sight. 

I w'as interested tonight in learning that the Eisenhower 
Cabinet is now complete, although i mut say I am very much 
in the dark as to the identity of many of the officials thus far 
named in first and second rank jobs. The new Secretary of w 'omraero« 
is described as a multi-millionaire, wh ch comes as no surprise. 
There seem to be so many "well heeled" indilidulas in the new set¬ 
up. That Mr. Aldrich of the Chase national Bank should have 
been named Ambassador to England left me cold, as I seem to know 
nothing of that gentleman, although vaguely it seems to me I reoall . 
that -its. John D. Rockefeller was a Aldrich, signifying, I "suppose, 
that Mr. Aldrich must also be among "us poor folks”. 

But now for a bit of Stein and thence to fold. 






Tuesday, December 2nd, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

^ndother day of "dews and damps", and although the 
weather bureau promised clearing skies arm warmer weather, 
the mists continue and the thermometer iemnins around 40. 

The master, s leaving this afternoon b plane, was 
shceduled to stop off at the Baton nouge air port for a conference 
with his brother, and thence on to Hew Orleans and so to Manhattan 
with his flight for London scheduled for Thursday noon. Oddly 
enough there was a vast to-do Just before he left here. Celeste 
was scheduled to drive him to Alexandria to oatoh the plane. 

He was delayed by a few details at the offiae, whereupon the 
lady put her foot down and refused to drive him because he was 
a few minutes 'late. Then he went on a sit down strike and refused 
to do anything other than qancel his whole trip. That brought 
a slight but very slight modification of the attitude of the 
neglected wife, and so off they started, with everything in a 

perfect jangle. ’What a business. - , 

• 

1 did a little reading last night but i haven't anything ctf 
any special interest at the moment and so 1 discover my head 
starts nodding soon enough when the subject matter isn't too 
entrancing.' At the moment i am turning through a few 
pages of "Mr. Lincoln and His Generals" by Harry Y/illiaras, — 
a History professor, I believe, of L. S. U, The book seems to 
be alright, and the reason for its having been written is, 
according to the Preface, that n obody has ever evaluated the 
considerable contribution _ the inauguration, in paot, of the 
present conoept of the role'the Commander in Chief of U. 3. 
forces plays in modern warfare, apparently Mr. Willimas 
thinks Mr. Lincoln did quite a remarakable job the strategy 
he plannee and eventually got exeouted, although the Generals 
he had to execute his plans during the first'three years of 
the war were mighty p o0 i. I don't know much about such 
business but it is always interesting to get a new slant on 
this or that personality thfi figured l n the scuffle of the 
1860's, and 1 am running through this volume to see if I..can 

f 

, ,Jh .1 «. I 1 ' T ' 


I 
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catch a few side glances at old Bants who, along with Ben Butler 
was one or the two were of those "political Generals" * 

many of whom Lincoln found it wise to appoint to high’office in 
order to solidify certain political factions in the north to 
bain the proper political support for proeeouting the war 
which, after its beginning, must have been la akin, in 
enthusiasm in many llrthern quarters. 

The Lowell i’homas and Ed. borrow reports of the comments 
by Senator B.a.T regarding the Eisenhower appointment for the 
Labor Department su fc geets that Mr. Taft didn't have much 

iil88nhowsr on We Uabinet appointments. 
Jv. 8m, n®lS d t0 hear thi8 » and not 30 ranch because of __ dislike of 
the left concept of Government as for the slight clearing of the 
atmosphere which it seems to promise. Up to now, I have found 

a8 t0 ! hiGh faoti on has been exerting the main 
political influence ori the General, Somehow my regard for 

h8S . f lura P® d J n proportion to ray impression that he 
had not been making the decisions but rather was accepting 

! ?i°5 8 °L° th n eX J' - aa4 a11 thQ time 1 haven't known 
whether it was the Taft or the Lewey advice that was being 

followed. »Yhat with the Taft statement of today, one can but 
conclude that the Senator is --happy about the way things are 
going in the matter of appointments, and therefore one happily 
concludes that even though the General may not be making the 
ocisions himself, those decisions, at least, aren't being made 
by the benator, —a feeling that is certainly re-assuring. 

It is apparently the concensus of opinion that Mr. Taft can 

mn?°h 0 n iv; 1 pr t p0e9d t i ll rih0 ' ,iex l0 Sislation if he feels so inclined Be 

tho Pelican i’firty therebye, too. I 
take it that at the moment, Mr. Eisenhower must be in Korea, —or 
on-hip way there or on his way back. But Korea will 

T em v i no j; dQ,jtal t0 him in view Of the headaches that 

i can*? fJSwJ the AX8Gutlve on and altar the 20th bf January, 
i can t feel too sorry for the politicians but I must *av without 

knowing anything about the domestic set-up in the i'aft "household 
I do. wonder how they are making it during these days when 

thaS ?hop« ^r^ fr ? ious that thQ y oa °'t have their own sweet way 
than those who by natue or inclination have long ago learned to 

T J CGp *,J he t^POnderahles with a qot less fury and a little more grace 
It would appear it isn't going to be a merry Christmas for * 
Bobert Alphonso, -and I say to *ell with him... Just like that. 
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Wednesday, December 3rd, 1952, 
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U 


As you have already notiood, — a new ribbon, thanks to 
little Miss Lee. , 1 o • 

I .^IxwdOtlsorf no :iypQ ill adaameXO add lo^cao need ovnri tfoo 

There doesn't seem to be much different to report so far 
as looal doings are concerned. I IThe weather remains cloudy and 
misty, with a eold mass somewhat# to the Horth, and warm air 
blowing in gently from the Gulf, making for oloudinees and 
moderate thermometer readings. , 

euoiiovo doo.-rre I .aoidoes kkcXd -n t o.»J al Bedtoda ©v'nri 
Along abdut this time of year, one is likely to bump into 
some stqry or other that lends itself for the Oharistmas season. 

I haven t enoountered a real one thas far this season, bat 
I heard"the makings of ono today. 1 chanced to bo at Golosto's 
this morning when she was reading a letter just oome to hand from 
Betty Hegard of n f w Iberia. Celeste, soo time back, had told 
me about a boy down yondor whom eho had mot and llkod. Ho 
was making a homo for his mothox, aa tho fathor had more or loss 
snubbrfd-hia son and his former wife a for a mistress and 
her, —and 1 suppose., his ohildrsn. Ihs son, *rsston, or some suoh 
name, had not spoKen with his father for 12 yoars. Preston has 
a boy friend who is studying in Paris. Pox over so long, Preston 
has been trying to save money in order to go to visit his friond 
for two or throw weeks. By dint of much pinching, he rounded up 
enough to fly over for this month *of Deaembss. Bstty fisgard 
'prevailed upon the youth to go and apeak toJUs father before ho 
left. Tho youth, although not'oasily persuaded, finally did so 
last Monday. After having left his father, the hoy reported 
he ssemod deeply appreoiative of his son a wall. On Tuesday morning 
the father oalled 'at the home of his former wife'and son, and 
in view of the 
one thousand. 


lalled 'at the heme of his former wife'and son, az 
he hoy'8 impending vaotion to T’ario, handed him 
, eight hundred dollar a. 


This isn t preoiaely a Christmas story, hut in so fax as 
it goos, it edstainly seems to be a step in the Tight direetion, 
and whoever wnats to figure out such matters tan decide for 
him so If whether the Christmas season will bo. hippier for 
the father ox tho son. I like to think it will bo equally 
happy for thomn»oth. 

fiev a ullscti at .svoO d. e orfw gnit). 
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Although I did not chance to assist at tho doings, 

ocnxn 


it i8 my undorstanding thoro was quits a flurry today when 
Celeste, in writing to ono of hor friends, inviting her 
to 'ho her gust at the hotel on Saturday night for the fireworks, 
telephoned the hotel to determine the room number assigned to 
her, only to disoover that thoro was no reeord of any reservation 
having been made. As she herself had spoken with the owner 
of the hotel rega ding the reservation some weeks baok, tho 
resulting rumpus could accordingly be confined to just two 
people, but 1 expect an indigo atmosphere spread fax and wide in 
tho ensuing .scuffle, I am certainly glad that was 
one sot**to 1 didn t happen to got in on, "Peace on earth" would 
not have been one-of the elements in suoh an hurlyOburly, I 
suppose, and how the pre-holiday reservations matter was finally 
adjusted, 1 know not, but shall .probably hear all before 
another day has played out, 

Bff* aeenlbuole *ol MSw .tlwC o..-: morl ^Xicreg a 
In the postal department, the pre-holiday lull seems to 
have started in the 1st class section. I expect everyone 
is beginning to gir up his,loins to have a go at shopping 
and that before the big on-slaught of Christmas cards and 
parcel post, the End class section of advertising material 
is the major matter with which the clerks are confronted. 


In the ranks of those reoeiving Welfare cheeks, there 
is also iftttoh distress these days, ■what with a new edict having 
been brought out, stipulating that families on Welfare should 
not receive checks if they axe possessed of automobiles, 

I expect I could enumerate about a dozen such people just 
on Melrose who aro effected by this deoreee, but the Interesting 
thing about the reaction is not so much the distress of those 
possessed of pleasure oars but the resouraeful fashion in 
which all I know set themselves te tr.ing to discover some 
way to oiroumvent the ukase, I have been asked by several 
to lot down notes at their dictation to relatives and friends,— 
often as fax afield as Arisons, praying them to sign some 
sort of a statement, declaring that such and<such automboile, 
at present in the custody of this person ox that, *in reality 
is their car, •—the signer of the statement, and therefore 
the presence of the ear in the family garage ef the Welfare 
client should'in no way effect the status of tho individual 
reoeiving monthly oheoks, * 

As a firm beiiever in the Welfare program, I am all 
opposed te the chicanery that obtains in so many families 
who get along very nicely on the income of their own industry 
and who devote the Welfare cheeks that come to them almost 
exclusively to the maintaince of automobile*, I belieye it 
was Warren Maxding who said that Government is really a very 
simple thing, and I suppose he would have said the same about 
honest administration of Welfare.•••• 


.Thursday, December 4th, 195£. 

io iov!i al bins oci ot Jol a 3,i<’ ro.i 


Memorandum i 

Mist and rain and rain and mist'^ntil sundown when 
the skies clear . And now, at the hour of 9, a 
slightly moth-eaten moon is staggering up over the Eastern 
horizon, and if there is a like break for the town s folk on 
Saturday, their festivities ought to go off wonderfully. 

The recent dabs o>f moisture have finally filled the 
sugar eafaldron, .-but bompletely I haven t bothered to remove 
th6 grandkflor a leaves which probably mad* 6 quite a substantial 
contribution to the trash in the bottom of the pot, although 
I haven t stirred up the thing to see what is what, but 
whatever it may be, so far ds cause is concerned, I know not, 
but it is wonder ully evident that whatever the ingredients may be, 
they have produced a blackness in the water which reminds me at 
bnee of that shiney blackness that characterize certain types of 
black glassy leoking counters in drug stores, ..or, - of 
all things by way of oontrast but identity of color, —the 
placid surface of oertain ppels in the Magnolia Gardens on the 
Ashley Rivet. If only a long l««S« d heron, svelt and snowy, 
would come and stand on one leg ^n the expansite pot, the 
effeot in contrasts would be splendid. 

Today’s mail was thin and there'was no pilgrimage business, 
what with all the dampness abroad. As for the ladies aoross 
the fence, 1 saw only ^adam Regard,,as Celeste went to town 
early this morning and had not returned by first'dark tonight. 

I think ^adam Regard relishes it when she can find herself 
quite alone for a whole day. Sox one thing, she probably 
indulges in the rare satisfaction of "busting" herdiet, 
and as she finds no pleasure being restrained i n food matters, 
I eertainly hope she goes on a sugar and cream bender, both 
of which are forbidden, I believe, and both of which she m isses 
mightily when watehful eyes are about to supervise. After 
all. at 84, she might as well follow hex own inclinations I 
think Wasn't it in "Old English" that George Arliss played 
the role of the man on the diet who threw cate to the winds, 
consumed a banquet of everything forbidden him, and had the 
supreme'satisfaction of dying at deseert. It always seemed to me 





r 
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there was a lot to he said in favor of that* 

Beam Uaek earoe to out my hair today, and it was pleasant 
to have him perform his tonsorial stunts on me, seated J »;■ 
on the gallery with the daylight dimmed by the mists and the banana 
leaves dripping mightily, —everything so far removed from 
the perfection of meohanical contrivances that dominate 
such places as Terminal barber shops. Beam had been to 
Shreveport on Sunday to see Y. 0, who is getting along nicely, and 
to call on hi8 brother, —Beau's brother, whom he described 
as "looting lite a varmit*. His brother* was gassed-in 1918, 
and-exeept where the hair was protected by his helmet, everything 
else was singed off and never grew baot, --eys-lashes, eye-br°ws 
and whisters, so that the man has never since had to shave. Beau s ys 

the man's lower eye lids tend to sag, revealing a curious 

line lite bleached leather, and in view of these several afflictions, 
no wonder the man puts him in mind of a "varmit". 

I have always been fascinated by what the local negro has in 
mind when he says he has seen a "varmit", for almost anything, 
real or imagined that tends to stult about in a trangle of briars seems 

to be a "varmit" and to these things he often attaches all 

tinds " of imagined oddities, I thint, so the thing ends up 
by being something of a gremli n or some such pixie. Hot 
long ago I heard two youths discussing what they had 
encountered in a big patch of will rose bushes, ^ne declaring 
the thing to have been a'"varmit" the other with equal vigor 
maintaining it was a "wah-heo*. -As nobody has ever yet been able 
to set me straight as to just-what a "wah-hoo might look liAe, 
l'm still pretty much in the'dark as-to what-Beau's brother 
may look like, but anybody's imagination is probably’adequate 
to conce ved a rough idea, _ and be right about it, 

I hod another’little round ladt night with "Mr|. lineoln 
and His Generals" and found the going pretty smooth. But 
in view of the v.^eless muddle that characterised everything 
1 - the Uhion military set a,, during 1861 and 182, I cannot but 
assume the Union cause would most oertainly have been lost 
had it probably not been for the faot that Jefferson Davis was 
bundling thing Just as badly 0 n the donfederate side, although 
the present volume has nothing to say on that score, 

t - ** wv W * B- 

And now 1 must roll up my sleevee and get to work, for 
I had better clear thd decks in antioiption of many a visitor whose 
advent will probably make itself along about tomorrow, 


Triday, December 4th, 1952. 

,-nn ofrid oe::rad I 


, I b ' / 71>. o j v a v -w »• ■ * — - - - , * 

Memorandum* «. 

Hew nice to find your Monday letter'in today’* post. 

How ideniteal with little Miss Lee's pattern that 
she should have so quickly discovered particulars particulars 

make us* of it when penning my next epistle to iionek s Corner * 

It goes without saying that I was i pressed no end by 
the message that up set plans for the week end. It 
was unfortunate that interruptions were frequent today when 
secretaries were about 

4 nd here a slight interruption transpired. Mrs. 

Coombs telephoned to inquire how the new telephone was 
functioning. She found out almost immediately what 
with many clicks of a receiver going on and off the 
hook. *nd then a familar voles, from over the fenoe, broke 
ini to apologise and to say the Dark Duke was at her house 
reporting that his baby was terribly sick, and asking her 
to telephone the lady doctor. As there was nothing 
of consequence in the original telephone oall, and as urgency 
naturally out to take precedence over ehit-ohat, everyone 
wae glad to eo-operar*. One thing., of oourse, that this 
uuezpeeted factor introduced was the fact that obviously 
thh Dark Duke doesn't know about the telephone - 7 —8043. 

e • 

. ' * I • • • • v ■ 

And now to gt baok where we were when the last customer 
came in, —it isn’t quite sure in my mind ifkth* 
invitation, mentioned in your letter, covered ene individual 
or two. I assume it was the latter but npt being certain 
I thought 1 would inquire, Perhaps it doesn t matter either way, 

s&*vai.?ini:nKiS2Mii8!*jta. * ftiS/Sua** 

saying, of course, that I shall be all ears as to 

how the stew ooeks and if there is much chance of its coming 

the greatest care in avoiding reference to what actually obtains 
on the hearthatene, I eannot resist expressing my oomplet* 

’ admiration for the magnifioient way ill which, in spite of all, 
little Mis8 Lee has kept alX flags flying* 
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Sunday, Deoember 7th, 1952. 


- . As I _ turn8d this the telephone rang. It was Dr 

thn? b l\ 8aid he * had h9ard from 8 o rae source in South Louisiana 
f bl8 * * : bfdWM 8«t of an extraordinary persimmon, -which 

i? °?f tai ? ly « oin * a ?°* nd fi obin Hood's barn to get particulars 
so close to home, and as he has a native persimmon in m. 

*“*«{ «*»*♦» if th.r. .as <,han« 

a shoot to graft on to his tree. My guess is that th® n hnn-i» a a 

g!* 1 ?! M the r a T 18 prematur *’ mist^ms^er^** 18 

along in Marsh ( and see if we oan get one of those 
huge numbers established a little nearer to town I am 

80 ha PPy w *®n someone wants to cultivate this “rt of 
thing, and espeeially when they are rare, for thun th® 
their disappearance is lessened, even aJ'iHhe JasJ Sf ^ ° f 

th^ShSt tii*! +'1** 80atter ® 4 89X088 Adams bounty a£d 
throughout the Batches eountry, 

raf—J Jf a t mind t0 balk a bit » b ™t the Lantern, as 

a 

Jhe latest call was an invitation to a party and to «Ln®r* 
following tomorrow night "s fireworks in town. MaturlliS 
I dedined with thanks. The usual contest ensued, first on 

eTnal ^XL**?* tryin * ?° be nobl ° about staying at home 

inoe nobody,.m his right mind would prefer that and then thnt 

nPfroa.h getting no .here, th.r. is th. oth.r iSirmbShtt.J 
£“ I'U irr.tat.B 

■ th.v.n.- «s , fiLs!'^;ti2 , .iuj , !Sss , tir , s« is alt,r 

along particulars regarding eolor in the Oane fiiver oountrw 1 ”* 
f U - 1 •«? «» t.l.phone le a wn4.?S? ,- 

and P* Iha P< Pi* nlo.st thlngbomt it ie th. 1 

th. Saa* 

peace for little Miss i-es..... * h ° ld oorn * 00 Pias of 
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Memorandum* • 

ni saw. laud 3 grxiri-uri al ob oJ ae.ti : 1 3«.'*t,>unu 

Ho » h *“.3»8t that sleepy, and yet l‘eannot 

resist the impulse for a little ohat before taking a eat nap. 

It has been among the more pleasant week ends that I 
can remember, —marvelous, cloudless weather and mighty few 
pilgrims, exeellent food and Just a few nioe people to ehat with. 

I know not if, without trying, I successfully eluded 
Saturday pilgrims or if there Just weren t many. I had 
expeeted several people would stop off this way, —coming 
from the *>outh, 0 n their way to the Saturday night frolic in 
town but I saw but few and those I side stepped, for 
it was about 6 when Dr. *tand came to see me and to carry me off 

Xi-hSl®* 8 ? 5 *!!!! h i® and Blythe and some of the children, and 

although i thought I detected a few people soufflng around 

in the genial dlreotioh of the big oak, I simply kept moseying 
along and it was dark before I was baok home again, and everybody 
resident on Melrose or visitors were.in town getting ready 
to observe the fireworks. ^ y 

„ 4 * DX \?? nd 8e ?? 9d in fin ® spirits. We talked polities 

2P his aids, and he was so pleased with the 
it was a pleasure to encourage him 

to voice hi8 enthusiasms. 

Blythe, although not depressed, wasn't exhuberant because 
mf r 8 v oond i tiona gradually deolines. Dr. B^nd had told 

me earlier-that it is a matter of time, Bhe doesn t get ' 

out of bed any more and i think Blythe is effeeted^in two ways - 

III I 8 ^v, na i U J al 1 tila T C ! h ° 8il0uld f ®® 1 *®P*eeeed about 

* h ? alth ; ba * a } 80 1 thin k 8b ® M is restivs because 
for the fiTSt time in her life, her aetivifies are definitely 
restrained, sinoe she must spend several hours of eaoh day at 
her Mother s home, and for one who has been accustomed to fly 
about the country as free as a bird on the wing, this restraint 

ucoele lest I bam Jmio oUJil « M 


sri tfri 


Jr 


f 







From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS> Ml 3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 






5813 


Zl*' 


enclosure from lire. Stoning 


5814 


must, to as irkesome as hobbles. 

Xhis morning Sr. Kyser of tho oollege oame to seo me. Ho 
wants me to appear before the Chamber of Commerce at a dinner in 
town, giving the town fathers an account of the Quatorse business 
and outlining what I want them to do in pushing the business in 
question. I told him I would be glad to do so and he will 
advise mo when the dinner will be held. ‘One‘thing'I like 
about tho South is the time people take to have entertainments 
or dinners or suppers on the slightest exoust, and while I'm 
in favor of tho custom I applauds it most .vigorously when 
I don^t have to participate. But in the present instance, I think 
I «an make an exception if *y presence will lend any enthusiasm 
to the project. Parenthetically, too, I am glad to enlist 
some of the officials in the business to' set them actively 
to work in order that I may find it the easier to bow myself out 
at the earliest opportunity when some of them who are eager to 
be up in front are ready to take over. 

May Balthasar, of all people, appeared at the front gate 
just as I had left Celeste's where I had dined with her and 
her guests and the Boverond Fathers. May explained that she 
had tried telephoning me without successs, asking that 
or to asjL if two of her kin folk from Port Arthur might 
walk about the gardens. They were at the gate and I gave them 
a tour, and got more out of it than they did, for they were 
pleasant people and 1 oould learn a lot about color in Port Arthur 
while they were grabbln off particulars about ye olde plantation 
Phe woman in the party was quite remarkable in that she reoogniaed 
all the plant8 and casually referred to them in both their popular 
and botanical names, --all except the box or yew, which she 
had never see before. 

, . r J i' - t v- 

'I had intended listening to several programs tonight, 
but somehow I got interested in "Speaking of Man" by Abraham 
Mayer son, or some such, —and was so attratoed by what the 
psychiatrist had to say in poking fun at his profession, that 
the first thing I knew i was awakening after having been nodding 
for quite a while, —the disk-revolving along merrily, and tbe 
radie time having run out so far as programs of ifaterest were 
concerned. 

. ig ceil as iiwoe ed* dwoda 

But now'that we have had a little ohat and I feel sleepy 
8till, it will be a pleasure to fold up my beard and lapse off again 
Into dream land. 1 hope you had something that might be 
said to parallel such a..peaceful day. 
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Monday, December 8th, 1968. 
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h ebnm osfi taiodi; al dad* before «•> 

Jl to saint n(»L to Jtxctitoa 6^3 moil xol i 
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Memorandum* 

.• 

I was thinking only this afternoon how odd Santa Ilaus 
would lock if depectied in a cloud of betterflies 
instead of a flurry of snow flakes. What impelled that 
conclusion was the faot that on this 8th day of December 
there was a host of lovely orange and yellow butterflies 
ginting beautifully in and through the slanging rays of 
the afternoon sun, and what with the thermometer in the 
mid 70*s and a balmy warm breese blowing from the Sulf, it 
made no sense to glance at the calendar and not be able to 
belibve that things were as they seemed. 

• ° g. . r 1 

Tonight the eky'is cloudless-an$ the balmy breese 
continues from the South, with all the doors and windows 
« of the house open and everything,except the calendar suggesting 

it is middle'Spring, j. ' ‘ jJ ; ! ^ 

Today's post was heavy and the seeretariat light, 
w ioh advanced my sum total ef comprehension as to what 
the mail contains to nothing, or thereabouts. 
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Bi i D,"ra wXfOiS'P! : i«J OX u i T 

Amom other items, there seems to be a long 
letter from,la .Storm which i thrice attempted to wade 
through but never quite .succeeded, A shall be able to 
do so in a day or so however, and in the mean time, 

I shall send her a brief "delaying message. 

■ ■•'•3 mi ‘J•’ - ** . ' .... 

From the hurried glance at e®« section of tho letter, 
l gather she makes two suggestions, — 

cl 3 so* -I* eoivoic 

1st, that since kay will be oranking up the family plane 
and flying over to “ew w rleans shortly, it would be nice 
if she would swoop down, piok me up and bring me back 
to The "luff for a prolonged visit, er 
3'to 3 ill* ros * *11.illi '*! OB al-H Jll-'I 1 ^ > * > _. 

2nd. that since Celeste mentioned her wish to drive me 
over to Charleston some time, it might be nleekif she did 
Just that, asking Caroline Dermon to drive ovei with us, so 
that aftejr. m little visit on the pait of Celeete and Caroline, 
is ■ ,0 


atI at 


Is 
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they would have each other's eompanlonship on their way 
.haok t}0 Louisiana while I would remain for my prolonged 
visit at the Bluff, —but indefinitely, or some such, 

I shudder to think what a business there would be 
if Celeste evpr dreamed that la Storm had made such a 
suggestion, fox from the moment of learning of it, Celeste 
would be telephoning Caroline and hourly beating the drum 
to get me to say that 1 would consent to get into the 
big read. It goes without saying, of course, that 
I am not dreaming of going anywhere, but even though I 
a always declining, I must admit quite frankly that it 
is 1 pleasant te receive invitations, 

I can expect n© one to comprehend the local situation, 
however,,, nd although I have tried hard enough to impart 
it te hatches friends, as you know, they never have been 
able to adder8tend. When I think of what would or might 

happen to many of the tresers I have preserved, were I 
to absent myself, and when l t ink of what might happen 
to vast segments of the garden, were I to turn my back, it 
makes me pause, —and conclude that only having once and for al 
decided that this or that can he sacrificed to destruotion, — 
then only should I, with peace of mind, give.thought to 
getting into the big road for any visit anywhere, 

I was sorry the plates didn't come so I could have a 
good supply in town last week end but wringing one's hands over 
dwaddling merchandise gets one on where, I had saved all 
the plate money in a tin box in the armoire, and was glad 
I had done so when today's pos^ brought a bill for the 
next merchandise to the tune of g&gT.tO, for the contents 
of the tin box totaled |*4§.G0, and that will cover 
the new shipment when i,t arrives and pay the freight Assuming 
that even though late, the impending shipment may 
arrive in time for a little turn over in town 
prior to the holiday bang-up, that will eventuate in 
a bit of "gravay" for fenoe repair and sueh like which 
is going to provide me wih much aest immediately after the 
turn of the year, ... 

fa erf , iis snaeXr'' we* ca toe 

A new shipment of blue .roses arrived today, and I was 
told one was for jae, but when the package was opened, there 
was but a single plant and so naturally set that out for 
the lady in her own ga den, The lady, of oourse,, was 
dreadfully upset that ojiee kore something had gone wrong 
with her blue roses, and I am going to roU on the 
floor if, when this bush comes into flower, it produces a 
lovely white, yellow or pink, which seems to me it should, 
just to keep the progression in line with what has transpired 
thus far.. — Must knock off a little mail now and 
ti *n fold. { _ " _ 
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rT ' r ' I saw the Lady at the lost Uffioe this morning, fhere 
was a bit of futil fulmination bedause there was no air mail 
from London, I* soothed by mentioning the fog, but was reminded 
that fog never effects cables. And .that, of oourse, is true Ihere 
« are other truths, too, but there is no point in enumerate them. 

And tonight 3d, Morrow says the five day fog has blown away I 
found myself instinctively giggling in my beard. Ten days to * 

"take in" Europe, and the first five fog bound Some people seem 
to have luck and other merely luck, although I shouldn't be 
surprised at all if a picture post card came in posted from 
the Pyramids or some such, That would be simply conforming to 
type and following the irrepressable'impulse to hurtle through 
space, even though no particular p0 int of direction matters, I 
suppose there must be some scientific word for such an impulse 
which seems to be possessed by so many people, but 1 don't 
know either the impulse or the scientific term describing it. 

Xhe weather remains marvelous, all sunshine and warm, although 
a cooler front moved in about 8:80 tonight, but even so, the 
thereraometer will not go below 60 tonight and tomorrow wi 1 be 
back in the TO'8, 

Celeste had so many thins to do in town, she had to go in 
early this morning and wasn't babk by sun down, --beauty parlor, I 
believe, thie and that person to be seen, luncheon with Betty 
Hertsgo and so on. She was distressed that the contractors had 
arrived this morning te put the drive-in covering at the 
left (facing) of the house before she had had an opportunity 
to move a cape jasamine or two which tended to gum up the 
business, naturally I was glad to take over that problem, and 
the work began at once on the brick pillars on the far side of 
the drive, duplicating those incorporated in the gallery itself They 
were good workmen who have done much construction work in the * 

Parish and on the plantation, and always to everyone's satisfaction. 
About 8 this afternoon I chanced to pass that way and .was impressed 
by the g owth of the new pillars. I was also impressed by the 
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faot that tQ my imperfect vision, tne brick pillars wars not 
precisely parallel to those of the gallery, but rather seemed turned 
about an inoh or an inch and a half Q ut of line, naturally, 1 
said nothing but a little latex 1 did ask a negro vith an 
experienoed eye if the pillaxs were properly lined up, and he told 
me he thought they ueze "a-headin' off toward llr. Carter's a mite,* 

It will be so nioe on the morrow if an air mall oomes from the 
right direction and if the lady never pauses long enough to 
see in what direotion the pillars are heading. 

It'8 a bit ourious how infrequently we hear from Daieey in the Dell, 
it seems to me, but l reckon the poor thing may well be in a 
tissy over the i pending holidays and suoh like. I find myself 
thinking of her afl in the same olass with half a do'zen other 
people of our acquaintance, - Sdith Wyatt Moore, for example, who, 
if* ever so slight a re-alignment had been, made' by the Creator 
at the time of birth, eaoh would have made that last hurdle that 
separates the area of something very nioe from something that 
is extraordinary. In suoh groups there are as many divisions, at 
course, as their are individuals, and it is foi the i^aisey in the 
Dell bracket* whose situation 1 somehow seems especially worthy 
of pity sinoe because of her particular personality, she probably 
is the most lonely of all, lacking ad she does that element 
of personal satisfaction that comes to many another in thq 
same general category who find recompense in their association 
with other people, whether the latter comprehend what ia being 
talked about or not, 

rosso ®ro3 ol*i3t>ol08 eu3 io eau/qau e.n 

I galloped through a couple more pages of Myerson's 
"Speaking of Man" last night -and found much of it instructive 
and some, of it hilarious. It is so seldom one runs across a 
book of suoh profundity that is written by a man with a sufficient 
sense of humor to season the more learned paragraphs with 
dashes of lighter fare so as to ma&e the whole pie quite 
edable and sometimee quite tart, For example, he tosses in this, in a 
section discussing the feud between biologgieal and sociological 
forces: —A man once visited neaven, saw three women walking in 
ciroles. After every few steps, eaoh wo an administered to her own 
buttooks a swift kiek. The astonished visitored asked how 
long they had been doing that (interruption) ..the 
astonished visitor asked why they were doing .that and St. Peter, 
stopping to light up his pipe exaplained that when they had 
presented themselves for entrance, he had asked themwhat qualifications 
lihey possessed and eaoh had hastened to explained she was a virgin, 
and when he pointed out that that was of no oonsequenee in heaven, 
and for the last oentury or two they have been kicking themselves 
ever since. So much for Dr. Myerson, and so much for this dull 
memo. I enclose another sterling notation.... 
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Memorandum: 

* The enolosure speaks for itself, —and the writer, a*id ^ 
everybody oonoerned. 

I hsk=d the olerk to run through this for me Just before 
1 dropped by the house for a spot of 9 o'olook ooffee, and 
the lecture that developed on expenses seemed uuusually funny, 
sinoe the hostess went on to explain that she and her, husband simply 
had to out down on their expenditures for Chriptmas gifts, what 
with how they both are trying so har£ to make every penny count,— 

(I'll say it counts) and what with eaoh of them touring Europe 
thiB year „ etc., etc., etc. There, must be some relationship, mixed up 
in my mind, as having sops pertinenee to the matter in question, sinoe 
I mentally found myself thinking that "it isn't the cough 
that oarries you off but the coffin they carry you off in," 

The weather remains cloudless but a Qold breese off the, ioe oakes 
made it a little bitter to spend too long a time out of doors, and 
so a was delighted when the big old Texas and xaolfie truck 
baoked up and deposited three big cartons of oorckery. This 
timely advent provided me with an excuse to spend the balance of 
my day on the wind eheltered gallery, rigging up packages for 

like'Mies Kate who have long waited with a fair degree of 
pSt Fence for the Grand pares they thought they, bad get belors 
the Reverend Fathers took over the whole shooting match on 
behalf of* the local sepia eommunioants of their institution, 

I was glad to have a oouple of telephones of a personal 
nature today. Ora telephoned this morning at 9 to say 
that she had lust been sent home from the hospital and was 
admonished to remain* in bed for some time, and that a nurse 
is in attendants. I think the Williams family are trying to be¬ 
set another heir, —they air ady have three or four, and whether 
this latest illness indicate* the hopes are progressing or have been 
dashed, l know not, and of course, didn t inquire, 

......io- i 3b iv- *• • J • • 

The othe oall was from Mrs. Coombs tonight. She wanted 
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to report that she had been in the wooded section, miles to 
the Northeast of town, calling on white moron Welfare clients 
all day and that it was first dark before she got out of the woods, 
her oar'filled with holly, which she plans for decorations at the 
marriage of her daughter on December 21st. But the point of 
her telephone was to say that she had .un up on another remarkable 
primitif artist, — a 16 year old, untutored poor white girl who 
has done some wonderful oanvases and among other things, I believe, 
had done some murals for the oraok-pot Church which flourishes among 
those benighted hill billies way off there in the hills, —the 
neighborhood, in fact where "A Man Called Mildred" a coup* or 
eight years ago out the lady's throat because it just so chanced that 
he found his knife open when he put his hand in his pocket. 

Mrs. Coombs has a job that few people would want but I am 
glad for her that she somehow manages to get- so much of satisfaction 
out of a c ore that at best must be pretty dis-spiriting, at last 
from the angle of the humanities or sub-humanities, encountered. 

, Just after having raked Daiaey in the Dell over the coals 
last night, there came a letter from her this morning, poor 
little, ohic-a-dee. I shall try to find it among the strange 
--assortment of odds and ends, —ends that are open and some unopened, 
in the ourious assortment coming to hand with the pre-holiday 
rush. There wap a post card, too, from la Mamoulides,, wondering 
,why "they" hadn t heard from me lately. I shall respond shortly, but 
shall probably be the recipient of other such cards as time 
goes on and 'the interludes of quiet in between tend to be expended 
gradually between letters. The Mamoulides case is a somewhat ourious 
one, ..apparently a eoul craving contacts, although mixed up in 
a hurly burly of life that sees too many people every day of 
the week. I am thinkin of the girl who Jumped fro the window 
of the Century Com any,when it dawned on her that Lyle, who had 
been kind to her, didn t‘ have in mind proposing. I don t mean 
to infer anything parallel in Madam Mamoulides’ oase, but it would 
appear that this kind oreature who apprantly hasn't had too smooth 
an existence, is longing for some sort of an association which, 

I gather, is rather beyond her. own capacity to realise. 

In the horticultural department, I was amased today when 
I discovered all the leaves on one of the big magnolias in the 
front garden at Melrose near the road had turned brown, although 
the tree has lost nope of ite leaves. I would assume lightening 
might have struck and killed the tree but tnere. is no evidence such 
as tron bark. It's the first full grown magnolia grandiflora 
I have ever eeenin such a condition, —its limbs unbroken and sturdy in 
appearance, complete.leaf coverage and as dead as a door nail. 

I must explore the cause and render a post morten latex. 
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Today'8 dawn was so clear and invigorating I instinctively 
felt the desire to be sharing it with little'Miss Lee. 

The lawns weren't green, but a lovely satiny silvery graythat 
seemed as smooth as the oloudless sky which presented that 
same silvery gray quality that it sometimes does on oloudless 
days just before the sun peep over the horison, turning the 
earth into gold and the sky into blue. A pale moon -lingered on 
in the zenith, and it was one of those moments that so often 
seem to come at sunset on the ocean when one wishes lime would 
stand still for an eon or two. , 

The frost impressed me particularly fox it again impressed 

ffi ®?S!afiW 58p§ftd^8ft e m 8 stgt& h 8J ifcg nom ® non 

other weather conditions, bite sharply into vegetation while at 
other times it turns out to be purely decorative and jloes 
no harm to plant life at all, I had not put pajamas on 
the oamellias last night, as the weather reporte had predicted 
a low of but 36, which doesn't suggest a frost, and, to my 
deliuht when the sun was up fend the frozen dew disappeared, there 
wasn't the slightest evidence that it had done any harm. 

With the physical world so pretty, ± felt the shook of 
human disgruntlenees when I dropped by next door to give the lady 
an address. She was making 6 great raeket because, oontrary to her 
specific instructions, Orellia had used hex hands to try scrubbing 
out paint from a -dress instead of crying to get it off with 
a stick dipped in gasoline, as the paint had been on the dress 
for two or three weeks and was accordingly fairly well dried in, 

1 can't imagine anybody getting very far hitting at it with a stiek 
that had been dipped in gasoline. If I x*ad a servant willing to 
set bare hands to the task, I should have been grateful to 
servant and God alike for my fc ood luck. But that wasn t the re¬ 
action 1 witness, as a matter of faot, the main complaint was 
based on the fact that while the mistress had sepnt all that time 
going to Mass at 7 in the morning, the servant had oontrived to ruin 
the religious benefits accruing, to the mistress by not following 
instructions. It's all so confusing to me and fills me with wonder 
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as to what value that relgfon has whioh imps11s one to 
go to m ass before sun up and puts the communicant in a stew 
'before breakfast. As In so many another instance. X guess it 
isn t so much the religion that is at fault as those who 
perform all the tricks of the business with adroitness and 
dispatch but fail to gain anything for the spirit. 

And then the post brought no air mail from -London, and that 
provoked a sermon, too. But no day oan be without its compensations, 
and the promise of being in the big road came to the fore and eventua 
the ladies took out for liansura where they will remain until 
tomorrow night, and, among my other blessings I count one of them 
as be*ng found in the faot that save.for the ooored folks, A am 
alone on the plantation tonight. It seems as though I ought 
to be able to find something to complain about on my own hook, but 
for the life of me, I can't think of anything in particular Just 
off hand. ' . 

I didn't work too late last night but did knock off a few 
letters of no moment, including- one to la Montespan, jn Which 
with a certain raalaoiousness, I mentioned various ideas I 
had for planting this or that f "in the event my bonus 
from the plantation this year*permits such extravagance". I 
understand the master sees my letters addressed to that lady, and 
I thought the mention of a bonus ight be a timely whimsey on 
my part, sinoe I never reoeived any such thing from Melroee. 

Before thie late paragraph, l should have referred to the 
enclosure.which, you will agfree, is a pure sight. 1 
declare those Texans, in their mania for anything so lon£ as 
it is.outrageously over sised, have really stirred up something 
in this latest sample of their to foolexy. This pseudo note 
oame from “ary Dagget hake, attaohed to a letter containing 
a oouple of addresses of people to whom she requests me to 
write, and .1 am therefore retaining the letter, but I 
thought you would enjoy seeing her encldsure. X haven't had 
an opportunity to go over the design carefully but X gather 
from a casual glance that it probably contains a number of 
features t at might be of value as reference, should one 
ever be interested in reproducing si some of the details 
for one ream or another, and' X therefore suggest that we 
preserge this piece of paper along' with other tresors, in 
- case we should ever have occasion to refer to it. 

! ' ; ' a °‘ 4ir r t+JAA o 1 iw aa~iui 

I have oast about in search of some explanation of the 
condition of the Grandiflora. maganolia, the one that is the 
study inbrown instead of green, and am advised by the college 
Horticultural department that sometimes an electric shook from 
a field of eleotricty will kill a tree without any evidence of 
a bolt of electricity ever beint apparent. Befchaps this explains the 
condition I 

__ _ — ■ - 


Friday, December 12th, 1952. 


y 






An* dl9iv ooo lieowjwc s- « .! j ,,.Jr 

Memroandumj 

Another perfectly elegant day, — all sunshine and sufficiently 
bracing to make gardening less labor than a response to the 
impulse for scuffling about, induoed by the amplitude of osone. 

The ladies returned tonight along about first dark. Celeste 
was the happier beoause she found to letters from London*awaiting her,- 
one penned on Thursday a week ago and the other on Friday. I reckon 
the fog had probably delayed their start. 

Bat was at the air port to meet J. *. 9 and the "drove around 
England" on Thursday, got as far into the country as Oxford "and 
saw taxfc two big castles". nothing was said about fog. i*he wife of 
■pat's immediate superior was ill, making it imperative that Bat 
remain in London, so -planned to head out for Baris on Saturday. 

Celaste talks about J, u , planning to take in Home among other 
places, and it is my understanding that he plans to hop back 
to ^ew A oxfc tomorrow, which is certainly absorbing a lot of Europe in 
a few days. I suppose there will be varying stories about the return 
date, in view -of the letter from la -iOntespan, for 1 assume the flew York 
interlude will be charged off against Home or some such. 

X talked with Ora again today. She is feeling ever so much better, 
and although the nurse will remain with hex for some time, she is 
able to eit, up a little. I know not if she is Just getting over a rais- 
oarrAge or is suffering what is for her the usual miseres'' of 
pregeneey. , With a daughter^ in college and two or t‘hree other off¬ 
spring, 1 can't imagine wty they, - she and B. B.—insist on 
going through all the requisite excitement for another heir when 
Ora's health is so delicate. 

She aeked me if I had seen the article in the I'ioayume a week 
or so ago, ..a Sunday one, --about flosswood, and its restoration, 1 
think i wae not Jotting down a daily Memorandum when I used to 
visit floeswood, but X may or may not have mentioned it in' 8 vme of 
the Journals whioh eventually oame to your true hand. It was the big 
old house some 20 miles above Hatches, —not too far from Aloorn College, 
and after two or three visits there, 1 once took the Madam and flobina. 
Well, anyway, .it .was a lovely old plaoe, built by Dr. Boss in the 


I 
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I860'8, When I ’found 'the place, it was being occupied by three 
or four negro tenants, the rooms being sufficiently large to 
house an entire colored family The silver doornobs were 
particularly lovely, but they Sisappeared as between one visit and 
another a little later, . 

Eventually I tr eked down the family and found Dr. Boss's grand¬ 
son living in Batches, —or - rather dying in "atchez, for 
he was a man in his 70's and afflicted with cancer. He was bo 
fcipd as to let me borrow his grandfather's journal, and of course I 
got the thing transcribed forthwith, it is an interesting journal, and 
especially because it gives a day to day account of the building of 
n oeswood. I shall be so happy to get in touch with the new owner, — 
somebody who saw the place and loved it and put all the little money 
he had in it for its restoration. Ora is getting me a copy of 
the article from which I'shall get the man's name, and after 
jottin it down, i'll seijd the article to you. Wouldn't it be 
nice to let the *.an hafe an account of this lovely old mansion at 
the time of it building. Well, we'll see what we can do about it. 

I finished the Myerson book^ and iisoovered .a biography 
of the man at the back of the book, —the last couple records. 

His father was a Babbi and the family lived in ^ussia or what was 
“ussia, then and now, —1881 but lithuanias somehow mushroomed 
on the spot in between but died. The father came to ^e.w England 
and the family followed andeventually Myerson, fils, became t 
one of the country's great neurologists and psychiatrists. 

"Speaking of Man" is the book he did moet of the work on after he 
had been stricken with heart disease and knew his days were numbered. 

I would recommend the book to few people because I know few people 
to whom It would mean anything, but regardless of that, it is 
a most int resting book and learned a lot of things from it, and 
got a bit of entertainment, too. And, it must agreed, that is 
something of a triumph in these days wi.en so much stuff poups out 
of the presses. 

Tonight the program is going to be different in that 1 am 
going to do no mail but rather I am reserving the whole 
evening to rounding up my Christmas decors. The gay-carillon 
of silver bells suspended from their red ribbons will grace the 
andirons, the candles will flame in the windows and,the 
spirit of Christmas within the next half hour will be 
emerging all ore* the pi apt. . It's so pleasant to undertake 
all the little odds and ends, what fith the definite impression 
that one isn't actually alone in the undert king...... , 

• t 



in the Southern Historical Collection, 
REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
E PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5824 


Sunday, December 14th, 1958. 


Memorandum; , 

. I - iv » J Li t * * * ' ' '~xt \ ' r • * i LJ • V J 10 1 u 

And so, may I tell you, &anta Claus made his round 
on Saturday. 

’ * • ’ i (i • - ■ f 

I think I mentioned in Friday's memo that after chatting 
with you, I planned introducing the spirit of Christas m by 
way of hanging sets of oarillon and lighting the Christmas 
candles. Wtfll, I carried out my intention and LoJ when 
the morning’s mail arrived, there was an elegant big package, 
arriving in perfect order, which 'Came from old Santa, 
and last night 1 began my Christmas celebration in 
utter happiness by spending an entire evening with 
Peter Illyovitoh and mein lieber W Ludwig von B., and 
I am hastening to clear my desk tonight so I can repeat the 
program tonight, and bring it to a close with that 
most satisfying of sensations, —the realization that 
I shall, be able to repeat and repeat the same enchantment 
in the days stretc. ing ever so far ahead. 

I must say the whole business delights me no end, and 
the recordings are so magnificient that my soul seems to 
expand the more as I play them over and over again. Telepathy 
always inclines to function in the direction of those for 
whom we feel-a.natural affinity, but never does it seem to 
orerate so perfectly as through the medium of such 
lovliness. 

I have the gay card swaying here before me on my desk, 
with the sepia angel fiddling madly and with each vibration 
from this machine, this heavenly mueioian seems ‘to be 
tempting me to fore sake the keyboard for the revolving 

disk along side. Purely this is a delicious Christmas, 
nnd the* nicest part of it is the fact with each 
note from the dike will automatically bring me a little 
closer in tune with little Miss Lee who, by some Divine contrivance, 
makes everything from Christmas Day to Christmas *ay seem 
really worth while. I shall touch upon this mutter at 
subsequent sittings, but for the moment I shall content myself 
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. by merely saying: "Bless your heart for making mine 
so happy, 

And ray thoughts turned toward little Miss uee quite 
often on Friday ni b ht, following the effort at deoors and 
while I was reading a little before folding up my beard, 

I was in the midst of a rather dull book by He Gamp, — 

"Lnads Be., ond" but 1 found a lot of data in the volume whioh 
faecinated me, —not the least of whioh, and for reasons 
whioh to you are obvious, that there was much said about 
iSznst of Sohwabia and all the remarkable Idgends that 
grew up around that fabulous person Somehow everything 
seemed to fit itself into making a perfect setting for 
my hapiest of week ends, and I don't mind say ng that 
it must be ever so evident to an understanding heart 
what ingredients went in, —througfc .chance, - to make it 
so, i « • 

iSrnst of Sohwabia, Teter ^llovitah, Ludwig von B and 
li'ttle Miss Lee. Su.ely you will agree that is a remarkable 
oong egation of personalities and only you can imagine 
how much they all meant to me, being thus joined so 
unex pfebtdly together, 

I " • 

And aside from these i European personalities, there was 
mail on Saturday from Europe, although by a non-iiuropean 
personality, 

J. H. sent two letters which were so indioitive of the 
Henry rush through centuries of historical monuments. 

His letter, dated from ■‘■aris, said be had epent Thursday and 
Friday in London, and, as Pat couldn't get away, he had 
gone on to *aris on Saturday, —by train, - where he spent 
Sunday, having taken in'the city and Versailles, where I 
oan t imagine him finding himself. Then from-Geneva came 
a other letter, saying he had gone there on Monday by bus, and 
was heading on South toward Grenoble, the Riviera and Borne, 
after whioh he intended going back to London through 
uermany, and probably would fly from London over the 
week end, so, i assume, —and in view of the Monte span 
letter, he probably is Lack in Manhattan by now. 

There is something so typical about the speed 
with which all this is accomplished and the skimming over 
of vast mileage to what seems to me little or no point, 
that i have Jotted all this down even though it cannot possibly 
be of interest. But now I must get on with a continuation 
of last night s program. Again my thanks to little Miss 
Lee for providing me with such an elegant holiday season. 
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Monday, Leoember 15th, 1952, 


Memornadumi 

e i 

How nice to find your Wednesday letter in this morning's post. 

v , • « 

It is so nice having had this opportunity for a little chat 
in spite of all the demands en your ti e and energy whioh are 
swirling ever higner about you as the holidays approach and 
then,,in view of prospective guests, will probably level off 
not before the turn of the year. It all sounds so terrific that 
I shall keep the candles in the chapel flaming, as I hold the 
thought that in spite of all confronting you, your health, by some 
miraole, may hold. 

It is difficult to Imagine the state of mind that doesn't 
function sufficiently to pioture what such an av ilanche of visitors, 
and especially at this time, must call for by way of physical and 
mental demands, but perhaps that is just what proves to us that 
there is such a thing as the spirit of Ghristraas, —knowing as we 
do that in spite of all the thoughtless people in the world, there 
are some Like little Miss Lee who are in such a different category, 

t. 1 • < 1 'V. 0 «• ‘ f Ki ' f f n . . , , , 1 ! ' . v a. . m 

As yon have already learned, the flat Santa package arrived 
before your letter and not having been forewarned, I broke the 
seals and am already throughly enjoying my own Ghristmas, As 
for the othe paokage, —the one which is more square, it hasn't 
tfome to hand as yet, I am so appreciative of your kindness in setting 
me straight as to the contents, and you may rest assured I shall 
bo guided by your message when 0 pening it. 

And may I say how much I appreciate your kindness in setting 
me straight on other points and especially the possible perspective 
that is expected to come into foous, —if not shelved, as between 
now and the ensuing few wo^ks. What with all the huxlyOburly 
attending your present days, 1 wonder you have time to think of 
anything even matters, as of the one referred to, which seems so 
frodght ifcith strange and unexpected potentials. 

It goes without saying that during all these enervating days, 
my thoughts flow constantly a single direction praying that 
the ultimate decision may be the very best all ar6und. 
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It goes without saying that I am deeply touched by your kindness 
in providing me with the clipping ^ou so thoughtfully pasted on 
te-extra, ebfaet which you enclosed with your letter. I 
had heard a sentence or two regarding the matter, but as the statio 
was espeoially raucous at the time, I couldn't make much sense 
out of it. But now, beoause of your thoughfulnesB, it is all 
quite clear and altogether heartening. Patience pays off in the 
long run, and any burden is the easier to toat if there is a glimmer 
of hope at the end of the road. 

Through your clipping, I learned, amon b other things, that 
the matter touched on in the article had been released for public 
knowledge from, --of all places, --Maine. I don't know why that 
struck me with such force, except that I suppose-we are inclined 
to associate scientific advances with large urban centers,.even though 
in other fields of endeavor, the great contributions to human 
betterment haven't depended on metropolitan masses for its place 
of origin. * 

V. » * * ' « 

It is interesting how much like impulsive ohildren'we are 
after reaching maturity when something, calculated to relieve some 
inconvenience ie brought to the surfaoe and hew imperative it eoems 
to us that something be done about the business immediately. Ii.anks 
to the training in being forced to proceed as best one can under 
existing circumstances, we eventually reaoh a point where 
wonderful satisfaction is achieved in the mere realisation of 
the possibility of solving a problem becomes apparant, and thus it 
is, thanks to the information you have provided, that I oan adjust 
myself with vast reservoirs of oalm and patience in contemplating 
the realization of things suggested as a possibility, and I can 
maintain my present paoe in doing what I oan under existing 
conditions until the day in the future dawns when some advantage 
may be tnxe of this new discovery for the benefit ofxww* so many 
people to whom it will mean so much. 

• ^ * 

We shall return te this subject on occasion from time to 
time, and all the moments in between 1 shall be blessing you for 
your kindness in tossing this inspiring information. 

▲ telephone about 8 o'clock form Hanhattan indicates that 
J. , instead of returning to London, flew to ^ew *ork direotly 
from Horae, and so within the next day or two, I suppose we shall 
be i.aving a fl^st hand report from him as to how goes Europe, It 
ought to be entertainin if not too illuminating. 

And now fox a bit of Peter lllyovitoh and Ludwig and so to bed, 
and the happier will be the sitting, thanks to your nice Wednesday onat... 

. v! it LI - -oJ v.i v • o w 
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Tuesday, December 16th, 1958. 


iltOXJ -JU * • ' ... • . 

* 1oY "J [ •»* 

Memorandum: 

How nide to find the fat package in today's post. 

It traveled perfectly, and is sitting, unopened, along 

side my armoixe, where I am leaving it intact, .-I 

think — for another day or two, if nobility oan keep to the 

fore And temptation doesn't get the better of me and 

the passing throng. 

« 

People came before mail’ time this morning and people 
, were here all day, _„.jn a 33 * out,--and I had a couple of 
gardeners to- i ook after, ..three, I guess it was and as 
I prefer to open packages that mean much to me when I sun 
alone and when the appropriate moment arrives I am 
trying to follow the "Do Not Open Until Chiistraas" admonition, 
althpugh, in truth, I must admit that come about to morrow or 
the next day,'and I shall be into the business. But tonight 
I'm just going to have a little chat with yo*, m osey leisurely 
through a warm bath and then collapse into,my armchair and 
. let Peter Illy 0 vitoh and Ludwig do all the work of 
begetting relaxation for me. 

J. H. oarae this afternoon about 3. Celeste, in response 
to a telephone from New York or flew Orleans, met him at 
the Alexandria air port, I haven't seen her sinoe she returned 
and know nothing as-to the numbex-of passengers on the plane. 

▲ letter fTora In Montespan shortly will 'undoubtedly tell all. 

As for his European jaunt, J. H. seems to have had 
a wonderful time. He journeyed fro Grenoble to Nice, did 
a bit of gaming at Monte Oarlo and then went on to Home. 

I asked h«„, if he was to find himself in Europe again 
this week end, in which plaoe he would like to be. His 
response was immediate: - "Nioe". 

*n air mail to Celeste, posted from Grenoble, arrived this 
morning. That just about illustrates any agenoj’s attempt to 
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Wednesday, December 17th, 1962. 


keep up with the Henrys. 

Tonight I heard a part of Hd. iiorrow's report from 
Seattle, covering his trip across the continent from i»ew York 
by night, I liked what he had to say the oharaoter of the 
country above which he was flying^ thl nature of its Geography 
and History, -.its oontempoary civilization, its former 
attributes where the wagon trains for Oregon cut trhough 
the aboriginal barjds of Omahass and Sioux, On the decks of 
ocean Miners, I suppose we have all entertained parallel 
thoughts, especially w^en heading westward over--the 
unchnrtered paths of Mayflower and all the rest of the 
colonial vessels, at beBt probably not so comfortable 

as the Ganastota caaavans,_something a little less 

than aquatic covered wagons,""wonderi-ng what thoughts 
stirred within the breasts of those earlier travelers, and, 
sometimes, searching our' own souls a" little, too, as we 
wondered about all the circumstances that finally contrived 
to bring us to about the same geographic spot, i reckon 
the explorers, discoverers and colonial travelers had more 
than ample time to ponder on those points that well up in 
people’s souls m such places. In our day, we didn't have 
too much time but we had enough during the 6 days of voyaging. 
As I understand it, the westward crossing by air now requires 
but six hours. Th t is adequate for much thinking, of course, 
but I'm glad you and I had more than that segment of time in 
our initial westward Journey; As I look baok at it, such 
a limit®* space of time wouldn't have seemed quite enough to 
take stock of yesterday, anticipate tomorrow arid try to 
comprehend a,little of that little slice in between. 

-ut why I speculate on all this, and especially at 
this season when, onreceiving this memo, you will be rather 
too busy to give thought to such matters, for a billion demands 
will be claiming your immediate attention. 

. And it Just oocurs to me that I must not forget to 
say that a package goes forward in the same post that 
starts this letter on its way to you. 

i have put two or three paper sacks in the top of the 
package in order that you may divest yourself of the outer 
wrappings in the most convenient trash basket. 

And now I will fold up my beard for tonight. 

I hope you may be doing the same right now. 


Memorandum: 

I might as well break down-and confess that the temptation 
was too great for me and I did comprise enough to peep into 
the fat package Just enough to sight a perfectly splendid 
snowflake. Then I thought better of my mis-deed, and happier, too, 
for having conceded a point, and while I..&m momentarily 
determined to hold off a little while longer, I know * 
perfectly well that curiosity is going to be so great that 
before I have called it a day, I shall be going Just a 
step further te Bee what lies beyond the huge, lovely 
snow crystal, - • 

The weather has turned warm again, thanks to a mild breeze 
meandering in from the ^wlf and I am making the most of the 
favorable thermometer readings to do a heap of transplanting 
and general pushing about of things. t 

, j • L - t • * i • 'U {• *1 '» 

The seasonal mail, of course, is beginning to increase 
in proportion to the approach of Christmas. I suppose 
there were a couple of dozen letters*today, along with 
about as many cards, all of which axe enclosed in a manila 
envelope in the armoir,-fer the dwaddling secretaries were 
among those students participating in some kind of a baseball 
tournament at some school above natchitochee, and so we 
shall have a go at tee mail on the morrow, including one letter 
sitting slap on the top which feels pleasantly rotund and 
which is addressed in a familiar hand. 

A package oame today from Garl harness. It is in 
the nature of an ash tray, —a replica in miniature of - 
a wheel barrow, which will make me, in my role of gardener, 
recall the ashtray while toating trash, and in my role 
of scribe will remind me of the garden as I make use of it 
here on my desk. I suppose the copper bed of the barrow is 
about three inches over all, while the frame work of some lovely 
dark polsihed wood is perhaps 6 inches in length.. It seems 
to be a precise replica of a real wheelbarrow, and. the little 
wheel turns around merrily, an$.s.mehow reminds me of the flax wheel 
which now graces the Afrioan House, having the same ridges aiound 


I 







From the FRANCOIS MIGNON PAPERS/ 3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




5831 


5832 




the rim. Of course Mr. harness raade it by hand and wiU bQ 
treasured for its intrinsic cleverness and even more through 
sentimental association with its maker. 

0nOugh my ®ind haS been dwelling on various aspects,- 

of all things, —oohtrol of tne dispensing of liquor, these past 

nnt * ^ er3 0Q s omnion that alcohol, being a drug, ought 

not to be advertised with too much enticement, strikes me as 

* irtu ® as an idea. I have come to the conclusion that 
they would do a lot better, —the fanatical prohibitionists, —if 
tney concentrated on trying to discourage advertisement rather than 
f® 1 ? °J alcoholic beverages, although I am not at all certain 
that advertising in any way increases the sale of a-loohol to 
those particular persons who are .most incapable of managing the 
stuff, once it gets inside of them. 

— | . 

... J® 8 ® I foz the life °f me t think what has brought on 

is line of speculation although I suppose the numerous 
automobile accidents in this area, —seemingly all white people 

to do*with it!* tnrSe ° r f ° Ur weQlC8 ' has P roba *ly had something 

ihe Indies across he fence seemed unusually hacov this 
morning. The mantle pieces are clogged with JhristmasUings, 
suoh as stookings, mangers, cards, etc., while last night 
the Reverend fathers passed that way, —one of the younger ones 

U ? a r d ® leo ^rify the'Christmas ires while one of the elders 
talked about Rome tith J. H. who had attended Mass -for a few 

a°flock of a *ardinals ll Pet ” S and 0b * ert * d the‘Holy Papa and 
Jould i th ® 8ema ®» -and suoh subject matter 

pact! 5at natuially be of interest to the local clergy, I ex- 

W» fl ° a tha "flyi°* saucer- front that the stock 

Ixhattstad 1 ^^^? ^ w r J gBt althou « h th « Srandperes will be 

tSt a week has ela P 8 ® 4 * ■Did 1 mention 

that ura telephoned from her bed, asking if 1 00 uld send her 

flhristias 9 ®ift« Ch ‘S* f® 4 - 1 !? mind 3Qndin S thither and yon as 

?nVXllX£T V Sttt ” tha * <**• »•«*« 

f h * ioe in . the big pot has melted, thanks to today's sun and 

neiThbo?Sd aS **1 be Said foz weathex conditions in your ’ 

° ? ry t0 grab a m0ment to yourself now and then 

^ the Embassy V Qr V*" * ha “ ° 0lla * 88 


Thursday, December l^th, 195R. 


Memorandum] 

Row nice to have your elegant letter in today's post. 

Mow you find time to indulge in sucj> a jolly ohat and 
to acquaint me with so many fasciating particulars at 
this busy-busy season astoni-shes me. But I have enjoyed 
every word and call down blessings from ^n nigh in appreciation 
of your kindness. 

And may I thank you* too,-for taking oare of the 
. Library of Congress thing and for adding so many names 

of books for the consideration of Congressional Library approval. 

I'm so glad you also added the Proust and Saxon items for 
if we keep dinging away on the same key long enough, we shall 
perhaps eventually get some where regardless. I think 
I haven't asked for the Saxon item more than four times a year 
for the-past six or setefa, so there’s just no telling. 

, And before leaving he subject, 1 m ght add that sooner 

or later, J may send along a few greeting cards which 
are coming to hand, .-after the'holidays. One of these 
pleased me muoh on two counts, —first'it was good to hear 
. from John Knight, posted somewhere in Ariiona, and 
•secondly beoause the card carried a lovely Yucca plant in 
flower on its front page. 

And may I thank you for the particulars about little 
Miss Roundtree, —what a name, _ and what a radio p rsonality. 

I must say, however, that last Sunday night I thdught she 
did rather better than usual. I didn't know that Herr Spivaoh 
had edited the Mercury, and I was interested in your surmise 
as to the possible association batween those two permanent 
numbers in the radio program. They certainly get the big names 
on their show and I'm wondering how they do it. I chanced to 
hear *rs. Anna Rosenberg on Sunday night and found her voice 
and accent striking, i know nothing about Mrs. Rosenberg, 
but somehow i gathered from the quality of her voice that 
she might be a little wind swept, have a good mind and 
capable of suffering from something approaching exhaustion. 

So many numb-skulls get into Government through this or that 
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brand of pull so that, as in ilia, Rosenberg's case, it is 
rather heartening to have the feeling at least one got 
there by gray matter. If I wanted to know something 
about some question of which I understood nothing and 
Mrs. Rosenberg was recognised as an eapert, I should like 

® trv,i *5 lt » for 1 am ™der the impression 
~he might be able to reel off the fact as she really 
comprehended them, and that her guess, in cases of which 
she wasn t sure, might be pretty pat. 

^nd may I thank, you for acquainting me with avrious 
aspects of radio reoeption ..here, there and so o n some 
nLr+L. comm ® ntat °i 8 -. liStsd as unpopular in certain 

t ZI I?,! r a t1° any0n ° but Uttl ® “ i8S 166 and me, I guess, 
vetj! W annoyances morediffioult to put up with, and 
♦v**- 1 .- 879 often been su sustained by the realization 

rea JJ ty n ° thin « really matters on the negative side just 

?eal ^frfta th ^*t-J 8 9VeI . the P 08iti »« side which comprehends the 
d ,, the Pjonuse of understanding, but complete 
understanding when the petty irritants have taken their 
place on the level of things that don t count so much. 

t a8 J ne * 8 from Wft0 °. -and so does Bora, but 

Lmo ? h ? ar !l n °S ing 8inc ® la8t 1 passed along to you whatever 
cam® to hand. There was a note from Luoille today However - 
^istmas card, with a few lines, indicating ’ 

th«t I 0 "? 1 ?” iS Wil1 fi8l9n » — 1 assume at Helen's’ho^fe, although 
i®. bu J a guess, and that CarolyrTife doing a swell job and^ 
that they came to help me Observe a birthday or some Loh 
would-seem te suggest Helen is getting up a little I hoce*' * 

I have dropped ;Helen a line from time t 0 P time, aM’wriUen* 
a olyn once or twice at Marshall; but haven't heard anything 
* 8hal J * ri te Lucille for additional particulars, suggesting * 

to a halt P ° n It iSieel *5° h0liday merry-go-round^omes 

t + —**• indeed, it ever does in Lucille's life 

8 0a ? e Biv ®* Country plate to eahc of them at their 

'" W °* ' Bha11 h8aI lrom the " 

and aSking thnt 1 haVQ dinn « with^them at 
Baton Rouge or some such place. <Vhy Baton Bouge I can't 

l?d g « n ^i Ut perhap8 they are ^azey on their ge&apM l 
did a bit more peeping today and loved what I discovered.. 


Friday, December 19th, 195k, 


Memorandum} , 

t ' 

Only tonight has it occured to me that in reality, this 
letter will probably reach you only after Christmas has oorae and 
gone. But it will still be holiday time, and so I want to pass 
along a Christmas story regardless. 

Bvery year it seems as though we tend to contemplate 
December 25th as some date way off yonder until all of a sudden 
some circumstance or other releases the feeling that Christmas 
is just in the offing, and with that realization, -the advent of 
the season is upon us. 

. t 

* It came to me this year, —and for no particular reason, — 

when Celeste was telling me about a round of shopping a couple 

of weeks baofc, and how the I. J. Schwartzberg store was 1 the 

most elegant in Central Louisiana. She mentioned having bought 

two separate gifts, anting that they fee wrapped and sent for her, — 

one Horth, the other South. She recalled that I had met Mr. 

Shcwartzberg twice, —just to say How do you do', —and that it 

was he who had been so polite as to write me, prior to the 

meeting of the Historical Coeeity, that he contemplated my advent 

with anxiety. It-seems Mr. schwartzberg chanced to be in the 

store at the time Celeste was giving addresses for her’pur chases, 

and-he instructed the clerk to have the packages wrapped in 

different holiday paper, the one from the other, and with matohing 

ribbons, even though Celeste said that' since the gifts were 

going in opposite directions and neither recipient would see the other, 

the type of paper and ribbon used could just as well be identical, — 

but *ir. schwartzberg insisted, and so it was done. 

Somehow all this chatter made me realize the the leaves of the 
December calendar were fast falling and that we were approaching 
the 25th. Somehow, too, by some quirk of the mind, I thought 
of that most remarkable gift ever presented to me*by a Melrose 
•citizen of oolor, —the frog. I think I have mentioned how little 
31am brought it in his bare hands as a gift for the new fountain, and 
I loved it, —with only the wrappings of Mb two ebony hands. 

• F • • ■ e• ' ‘ * - c 

Well, with all these thou 6 hts flying about in my mind, 

-yesterday's post arrived, bringing me a modest sized package, 
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Wrapped in somewhat crumpled old brougn paper that had obviously 
been used before. Inside the wrapping was a slighrly 
battered box, once contrived for holding Hershey bare but 
obviously long si'nae worn out so far as that purpose was oonacrned, I 
love Hershey bars, and so my heart was momentarily made glad at the 
prospect but then made sad when it became obvious there were 
no chocolate bars within. But inside I did find two tiny 
fruit oakes, —odd looking things, somehow suggesting a sausage, 
sinoe each was about 8 inches in lenth, 2 inches around, and tightly 
covered with transparent oelophane, even as a pckage of cigarettes. 
There was .no tissue wrapping paper but to fill in the blank spaces 
at the side and end of the Hershey box were the sides of another 
old *ershey box that had. app rantly been dismantled as a filler. 

Having seen the remarkably disreputable packages I can make, you will 
scarcely believe me when 1 tell you this one struck me as being even 
more outrageous than I could stti up, 

naturally I thought of poor little old Slam, now grown up 
from 12 to 20, and as he lives in Houston now, I figured he 
had perhaps sen't me a gift. I consulted the wrapper. Picture 
my astonishment when I discovered the name, printed in ink: • 

"K. J. Schwartaberg Albert Avenue(his home address) Alexandria, la." 

Well, you could have knocked me down with a fender. 

But then tne thing bogan to grow on me, the psychiatric department 
began perking and automatically I began doing h big business—- 
a merchant prince, glutted with fancy paper and dainty ribbon, 
goes home from’ his elegant emporim, deoides _ to' send a present 
to somebody he has met casually but twice, deoides he'll take 
a hand at doing his own selecting a wrapping, ..and there is 
the result. Truth being what it is in relation to Piotion thus 
offers up so ething that a novelist would soraoely congure up. I 
love the whole thing and want to pass along the tale to you. i shall 
also pass it along to Dora, seeing what hb can do with it. Jfor there, 
indeed, is something rather extraordinary by way of Christmas. 

This afternoon the store gallery was crowded , what with a 
brisk rain falling, and everyone was a-giggle. Qeleste and Madam 
regard, heading for the beauty parlor, baoked out of the garage 
with gusto, striking one of the new brick pillars supporting 
the equally new porte-coohere, and knocking it sideways at a 
60 degree anglb. The other pillar that whs ooCk-eyed to'begin with, 
stood firm. The whole outfit, as of tonight is ^ust a plain mesa. 

So runs out this last friday night before Ghriatmae. 

I have thought of you so often today, wondering what weather was 
obtaining, how things doraestio and business were whirlipg, and 
tonight wishing 1 might Join you for a few giggles over the harum- 
scarum way things turned in this neighborhood today. 


Sunday, December 2,2nd, 1952. 


Memorandum} 

I have been pilgrimage busy this week end, but withal 
rather pleasantly engaged, and the weather, being mild and sunny, 
contributed to the pleasant shape things assumed. 

There were four sets nf pilgrims, —Texas, Oklahoma and 
Arkansas being represented, .before noon on Saturday. I was 
glad .of a break early in the afternoon which gave me a chance to 
bring the incoming mail up to date, and it of course reflects the 
seasonal bulk, 

• 

What with a flock of odds and ends to attend to this morning, 

I be-stirred myself a' little earlier than usual, waiting 
until 10 o'clock for a shower and fresh raiment before going aoross 
the fence to reoeive some dinner guests on Celeste's behalf, as 
she and *adarc Begard had gone to late Mass. Just as I arose from 
the depths of my tub, a tappying at my door impelled me to Journey 
there a-drip, and to my surprise there I found the Ghoolays, or 
however thev spell their names, —‘■those Lake Charles people whom I 
like. But b laughed when they expressed regret they had 
pulled me out of bed. b'hey wouldn t come in, having stopped by 
merely to leave me a bottle of some imported wine. That impells 
me to remark how regrettable it is that people, —those knowing 
nothing about wines, - seem to feel the urge when purchasing 
"wet groceries" to invest in a gift that is of come foreigh con¬ 
coction, — some rare Burduny, Jhablis or some suoh,'which I, ‘for 
one, and few others I know of, care anything about, whereas a 
bottle of some standard domestic would fill the bill so mucji 
more to everyone's satisfaction. 

Celeste'8 guests were a Colonel and Mrs. -lark Boy, the 
Colnel being Mansur a or -‘arksville born and bred and having been 
in school with ‘J. H. and Stephen, although except for occasional 
contacts with the General at the Pentagon, Mark has seen none of his 
former a soclares in years. After dinner I gave them a tour. 

I discovered Mrs. Hoy was formerly Jane Gillespie. Oddly enough 
only the day before' I had mentioned to Madam B-egard that Hollywood 
plantation in batches had some of tne finest camellia trees I ever 
saw. She recalled this when Jane remarked that Hollywood Plantation 
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was here childhood home and that she still controls a part of it, 
holding the thought thatoil may ooze there one of these days. She 
said she had never met anyone before outside of "atohez who had ever 
°* Hollywood plantation, let alone having ever seen the place, 
and of course the knowledge that ehe had here encountered someone who 
loved the old place, felt that indeflneable sense of "hominess" 
that somehow arises under such circumstances. 


Other people passing this way was Overton Brooks, U. 3. Representative! 
who says he heads back for the opening of Congress with the feeling 
thtat sooner or later a slip is bound to develops between the 
■liberal and the Old Guard wings of the Republican *arty in 
'Congress so that the Old U uard, hoping to sweep all financially 
profitable ^oerrSnental undertakings into their private utilities 
pockets, will be restrained "a little". I thought of this tonight 
when on Martha Roundtree's program, .that Senator from Dakota or 
Idaho or some such, voiced his hope and opinion that T.V. A. and 
other vast Governmental projects would be sold to private concerns. 

That oertainly would be a orirae, and let us hope the sklit in 
the majority comes before any such thing is attempted. 

, I hit upon an idea of rationing myself, so f r as the Santa 
package is concerned. This morning I parceled out a bit of Good 
^heer for our feathered frlende, leaving Die Jrau's stocking 

^ ri straa8 Rve. I also plundered the paokages containing 
the star shaped candle-holders. I am so delighted with their shape 
and I find they suit perfectly the shorter candles from last year, 
so last night fitted them out, and they currently grace the two 
little end tables on each side of the firplaoe in the living room 
arid xx look as bright as buttons, gleaming in the soft light. 

Un Saturday, too, I ran across the Lestan package for Madam 

t yon how deeply touched I was by this thoughtfulness 

on the prt of that most extraordinary of personalities, --little kiss 
lee. Surely, one must admit, there is a personality that 
beats anything ever yet contrived ih thinking of others to 
the point of anticipating needs so far beyond those that would 
ever have entered the head or heart of any one else. 

Wit £ 8 ? v ® rn } unexplored packages in the original 
knahattan shipment, I head into the big week, happy as a clam 
beoause of the thoughtfulness of one precious soul. This 
is one of the happiest Christmases i can remember and while 

hJfr 1 2 f v,B i «? Um8ta £ 088 0ften 00nt:r ito*»a in one way or another 
to bring happiness to such a peak, there is but a single 

iS J ndis P en8 a b le m all- this, for while all 
other ingredients, —in single or in multiple blocks could be 

® trucfcur * 8til l the Lee corner stone is 

the foundation stone whioh is identical witheverything 

Mtui. ?* p,ndB * nd ° n ^ an the 

. 


Monday, December 22nd, 1962. 



dr 


* Memorandum: 

A pleasant December sun, making it warm enough to get 
about ooatless all day, and a pleasant new moon tonight, viewed 
with co fort in a light jacket. An inoh of rain last night 
left everything a little soggy.but tomorrow ought to be 
just right for transplanting things doing best by Christmas 
change of situation. 

Bumors regarding th# holiday circulate and change 
as frequently as somebody can think up a new one. The latest 
prediction is that the Wenks are threatening to come early 
Christmas morning and will remain one day, two days, three days. 

I hope all of this is wro®, of course. Then there is word out 
the 3. G., —Juniors and seniors - will come for the week end, 
that they will not come fox the week end, that they may come 
for ''hristraas day ,and they may come for Dew *ears. anything 
they do is Just fine-, just so long as they don't do it. The 
, ** 00 ^anrys stated definitely la t week they could not come. 
Yesterday they telephoned they probably could come, —and we 
shall undoubtedly know by midnight of the 26th. The potential 
firewoks in all this shuttling back and forth, —not in the 
shuttling but in the ohanoe they, may all gang up at the same moment 
is wonderful to contemplate t and I am gradually tucking things 
away in my armoirs against any sudden switch that may bring 
the Shreveport contingent prematurely. 

I f nally got around last night -to : knock off a few 
notes to people to whom I had negleoted to send greetings to 
reach them before Christmas __and among these was Dina from 
whom wo last heard when somd place in South America. It seems rather 
odd there should have been such a long lapse £ut perhaps she 
had too many things to attend to on touching home base again 
in Uovember. fortunately 1 remember vaguely how one spells 
Carancahua Street, and i hope my note is forwarded if she isn't 
there.Locally f the post office reports the full volume of 
mailseeraed to pass its peak on Saturday po perhaps everyone's 
routine will be approaching normalcy before Thursday arrives, I 
hope. 




h rom the FRANCOIS HiGNON Papers / $f1~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



5840 


.1 have turned through a lew pages of Garlton Goon’s 
"Caravan",'read by your friend, Alexander Scourby. It is 
an Informative book and rather tiresome in spots, having to 
do with the Arab world from the Atlantic to the Persian Gulf. 

It is as good an account of the inoeption of the Mosbem religion 
as I have run aorosss, but some of its details cover too 
fine points for a volume embracing such a broad subjeot as 
how everything across North Africa and Asia Minor got that way. 

It is my oustom each November to round up a flook of books 
that I may want to skim through, during the holiday season so 
the poor mail clerks will not have to,bother with the additional 
burden of talking books at a-time when parcel post packages 
seem to have the right of way. But this year I put off the 
business until so late that this season I am scuffling around in 
any old kind of reading material, none ef it of moh i torest, 
but within a week or so I shall ask for better fare and 
may hope to seoure it without dogging the D. S. mails. 

I think it is time those who believe in the human side 
of Government began to formulate propaganda in favox of 
taking tie wind out of .the sails Qf those big business men 
of the Republican Party who currently are so busy beating the 
drum on the subject; of Efficiency. They seem to consider, among 
other things, that Government is a Science, —and I think, perhaps, 
that is where the attaok should begin, i-on that line of 
thinking, A’or Government is definitely an Art, not a Science,— 
or should be, if one really wants it to funotion according to 
the Lincoln concept of "of, by and for". I shudder a little as 
I oonternplate ‘all the big business men, named to posts in the 
new Government tha is to be. They apparently labor under 
the ilustion that hu maQ ldes can be chalked up in the manner 
of a Certified Public Account conoooting a balance sheet of 
financial aseete and liabilities, and are "all sot" to prooeed 
on that theory. Some of them seem to be buided by half 
the sentenoe of Jesus; - "Render unto Caesar, that which is 
Caisar 1 8...." for getting there is a little more before 
the end of the sentenoe, having to do with that which is God’B, 

Well, Lord, it seems to me I might lay aside such considerations 
for the moment, and concentrate a little on manife ations 
of the current season. As a matter of fact, my candles are 
glow ng brightly and the big snowflake, posed on the rim of 
ray desk lamp, seemingly shimmers just perfeotly-with eaoh 
tap of this machine. It’s all so pleasant to Bhut out the 
hurly-burly world of outside and revel in the happiness that 
is mine this se son, thanks to one little Mies Lee., 


Tuesday, December 23rd, 1962. 

i ' . » • \ ‘ v 'I-' - • . .1 


Memorandum: 

Twenty millions times would not suffice to tell you how 
entranced i was to find your letter of the 17th in today’s post. 

« ...... . 

Somehow, in view of all the mountains of things you had 
confronting you during the days between your last letter and 
the impending holiday, I had not anticipated a chat with you 
until after some of the excitement at subsided. 

But here oame your letter* quite intaot, together with 
the sweet-sweet Bthopian cherub and,all, as a sort of birthday 
greeting for Arenbourg, and I am touched by the-whole thing 
and entranced at our unexpected opportunity to compare notes. 

There weie fifty odd pieoes of 1st class mail, —the bulk of 
them Christmas cardh, no doubt, but although I had the services of 
two secretaries'today for a wonder, —and because Christmas is 
approaohing, I suppose, -.with one appearing unoxpeo edly at 
noon and the other at first dark. But as I discovered at 
nooon, one letter was enough for today, and so when the seoond assistant 
arrived tonight, I was altogether odntent to run through your 
letter and card a second time and let the balance of the letters 
rest in the armoir for some subquent sitting. Thanks to you, 
ray holiday season is slap happy and what with a musicals awaiting 
me later tonight, and my nobilty still holding, a couple of 
packages still holding the promise for Christmas eve, not 
even the prospect of a somewhat hurly-burly Thursday can disturb 
the happiness whiah is a]!l mine because of little Miss Lee. 

(nr • v* i.rf 1 o ted?' ' ■ ^ - 

That you were somewhat taken-a-baok by the daring of the 
epistle from la Montespan, I am not at all surprised. Apparently 
she doesn t raina at all sending potential dynamite through the 

IeaBt 006 anBWBI t0 ulBB dsUy ' B 

"Why doesn t J?. have Celeste help him with his mail." 

Off hand, you might say that at least a letter such as the one 
you referred to oertainly ought to make mighty entertaining 
reading, were she indeed a secretary. 







Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


, Already ther,e are signs of Christmas manifesting 
themselves about the plantation, For one thing, several 
of the crow up gentlemen have passed this way, ostensibly 
to say Howdy and to speoulate on the chance that tonight's 
impending frost may induce more colds, while actually what 
they are "studying about", —the cotton money having long sinoe 
been spent, is the hope that there may be a bit of "schnooze" 

standing about unused. And then there is the rest period 

so far as plantation operations are concerned, for everything 
is at a standstill giving a certain amount of leisure 
that on Christmas day will culminate in an "Hooray-Boys", — 
a couple of days getting over it, —and then resumption-of 
labor with no attention being paid to Hew *ears day at all. 

And then another sign of the times was Aurellia's 
tap at my door this morning before she had gone on to 

her labors aoross the fence, Andy was going to do some wort 

at Arenbourg for up-es, and she came with him to-ast -• of 
all things, —if I lited hog's head cheese, Frankly 
I could live without it, but naturaily I lied and said 
there was nothing I was quite so crazy about. She explained th 
as soon, as she got home after her wort, she was going to start 
the wash pot going and when 1 Andy came’home, he and she were 


Christmas Rve, 1962 


Memorandum: t , 

On the morrow, our old friend, the mooting bird, and several 
of his associates will be busy at the suet ball which 1 have 
suspended just outside my window by moonlight, so they 
will find a big old surprise in their stocting by the dawn's 
early, light. If they don t love it, they are crazy, for *, although 
not feathered, am entranold just glancing in that direction. 

As for the candles which * saved last to open, they are 
quite the lovliest white takers i have ever seen, while the 
touch of the forest in the medium of the pine cones set them off 
to such special advantage that I declare I have never seen lovlier 
tapers. And to what use I put them, will appear - further along. 

In today's post came a tel gram from the Robert Campbells 
of Fort "orth, saying they would be arriving in H a tahitoohes 
on Christmas i)ve and asking me to plan to have dinne. with them 

somehow this one wnsn t, 

A 

, As it scarcely seemed wise to. absent myself when some 
of *the more rare members of the family were scheduled to oonverge 
on the place on Christmas day, 1 set ray mind to working to see 
how I could unscramble tings a bit. 

All dny * had been casting about for an eleot'r ician, but 
all such engineers were on a frolic and half of the house was 
withouth elaeiaal current. Fortunately it chanced to be in 
living room and the bath room, so that the reading machine, 
radio, etc., were not effeoted. Still, it would have been 
nice to have had lights. 

Along abot 4, x telephoned the hotel in town and left 
a message for the Carapb 11s to telephone me. ^o convenient 
the phone turns out to be. Ihey telephoned about 6 and 1 
suggested that they rest a little, then come down here around 
10 and they were enohanted at the prospeot. 


... fhen it was a decided to have a go at the balance of 
my vast gift package from little Mise i-ee. . 




\ 
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"hat with It being -hristmas iive and an absence of electircity, 
what could have been more inspired that the elegant wax cnadles. 

And so, what with the chandle holders along side, I immediately 
put one each in the cent of each of the side or end talbes on each 
side of the firplaoe, and the room was more beautifully lighted 
that you can imagine. l'he big old snowflak was hung from the 
books shelf just above, and'the effect in that soft light was 
marvelous. 

Cloud coverage had been the obtaining atmospheric 
situation in late afternoon, but along about 9, the 
sky'cleared and the moon was lovely. The Campbells oame, bring 

thtee ancient ladies with them, and I did apt put the.lights 
on the the gardens, as the moon was altogether adequate and 
aver so much more charming. 

•<e had a’ pleasant sitting, and as they had brought 
much wet groceries and potato chips and such like to go with 
t e beverages, everything went off delightfully, A little 
before midnight, 1 responded to a tap on the door, —a way¬ 
farer in searoh of Christmas cheer of the whthal to obtain some 
and I took that opportunity to illumine the “Impel. 

After returning to my gue ts, 1 suggested we retire or 
repair to the sanotuary of the blessed M.-rtin, The white 
garden, looked so lovely in the moonlight, and then, as the 
doors of the Chapel swung o^en, there was another va iation 
of golden light from the altar and the' wall brackets on each 
side of St. Veronio 's veil, I closed the doors behind us, 
and our little serfice was touchingly simple and intimate. 

It seemed as much like a true midnight Christmas -*ve mass as 
any I can recall. '.Ye included a bit of meditation in 
the service, too, and in which direction my thoughts traveled I 
need scareely set down. 

And now the guests have all gone baok to town and 
th& hour grows late, and I shall accordingly break off 
at this point. I have -left the oandles gleaming In the 
living room while I was chatting with -you, and from my 
desk, I can see the one on the side of the firiplaoe nearest 
Grandpere's pnotrait, and it is really lovely. 

And so closes Christmas dave, and tnants to a floofc 
of circumstances in all of which little Miss Aee is somehow 
onoerned, it has r-eally been one of the happiest I can ever 
remember. I hope yours, oven though hurly-burly, has given you 
an opportunity for one little oatohing of the breath, too.... 


Christmas might, 1962 


Memorandum: * • • '• 

• • 

Long have«I liked .December 24th-better than .December 26th, 

However, Christmas ite and Christmas night are pretty much 
alike as favorite segments of each day. My door is 
closed for the last time tonight, reaoe reigns. This is our 
coveted opportunity for a little chat, after-which I shall 
read a cotiple of pages from ".Denmark Is A bovely Land 1 ' —a book 
I like very much, and after that and a warm bath, there'll be 
a dab of fruit cate, a glass of port, candle light within 
balancing the moonlight flooding the white garden and an 
endless musicale that will stress mein lieber Hoter Illyovitoh and 
the Beverend von Beethoven and a large slice of Wolfgang, —and 
that will culminate Christmas. 

I have thought of you so frequently today, wondering how 
things were going and if you were able to discover in old Santa's 
stocking just a brief segment of Time•allotted exclusively for 
little Miss Lee to dispose of just as she pleased. 

I shall go into the disagreeable aspoot of the day first. 

The .t'enks came and .nan. The latter may have spoke to me but if so, 

I did not hear him. ne'e so often like that, altough, by some 
strange quirk, at such times, if the Wenks chance to be about, 
he falls over himself to ba gracious to tnom although he may 
have frozen them when last there v.as a coutact. 

Sister was dfinking a little, —not much, - but enough 
to further dislocate her addled brain. We got through dinner 
without incident but immediately afterward she denounced me for 
snaking to cither of the ladies across the fenoe, calling them all 
the unpleasant names she had vomited forth on her last go-round 
She had telephoned J. H. last week end, saying she wanted to 
know if the J. uenrys were coming, for if so, she certainly 
wasn't goin to put in an a-pearanoe. Today, in her mad tirade, she 
pointed out her vast disappointment at the way things had 
. conspired to ruin her day, for she can down only because she hoped 
to see Joe, "the darling boy whom i haven't seen since Mother's death." 

I-can think of nothing quite so trying as having to remain patient 
when tanglea up with lunatios. *nd that ends that part of the day, 
for they took off in a huff a‘half hour after dinner. 




From the FRANCOIS fllGNON PAPERS* IM 3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


V ~ I 

5845 


The morning was very pleasant t ..rather frosty hut radiantly 
bright. Quite a few of my Cane ^iver*and Little **iver friends dropped 
by to wish me a *erry Christmas and partake of a spot of wine. 

In the order of their appearance, the list ran something like 
Peter, Sam Peace, Hobart and Clyde *nthony, Andy, Orellia, Beau 
-lack, Dee-"ee Anthony Olyte Gallien, Smith Peaoe, the Lark Luke, 

Puny, Murrel Gallien,*iSara, the two secretaries, Dooley, three 
youths I seem to know but whose names I don t, three or four 
representatives of the two unrelated ^rown families, Haile Breux 
in from n ouse and Slam -drown from the same place aud some of the 
Little Hiver fl emos, none of whose names I can recall except 
Sweetmilfc, and he was the only one who didn t make it. 

Thus ran the morning and the afternoon was a shambles, 
since I had a spliting heseaohe which P lined to attribute not to 
morning wine but to the insane performances of the whit6 folks. 

And then there were some telephone calls, morning and evening, — 
including one from the Campbells,'saying they would get down 
tomorrow, and a few invitations to open house in town this 
evening and three invitations for supper, —transportation thrown in. 

I supped with Celeste, ^adam Hegard and J. K. it was 
quiet and peadeful and wonderfully beneficial to the heache somehow. 
The ladies spoke of their gifts from little Miss Lee and were 
altogether delighted with them. If your ears burned at the time, 
it was because such nice things were being said about you. 


Lestan was so entranced with the thoughtfulness shown in 
the provision that had been made 0n his behalf for Madam Hegard 
that he felt it much better to leave the gift, so deftly wrapped, just 
as it was and merely adding the lady's name as from h^m. 1 looked 
wise when Madam -tegard mentioned how pleased she was with it and 
naturally I was consumed with gratitude to you lor hav g handled all 
this businese'so much to everyone’s satisfaction^ 

I should fail giving a complete picture of major points 
Of "hristraas cheer at ^ucoa.if P failed to mention what a busy time 
our feathered friends had at the bar and ball with their holiday 
seeds and the suet ball wh ch, I believe is styled a Peanut Ball # 
Whatever its corapsotion^ its appeal has been tremendouw, and many a 
little head was tucked under many a little wing tonight, dreaming 
on a much fuller little stomach, thanks to just one soul. 

Thus was Christmas until now. - I enclose this with my memo 
of yesterday which couldu't mailed today. 


5846 di 
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Priday, December 26th, 1952. 


Memorandum: , 

t i’ ’ " "- 1 - A t 

' how nice to find the cherubs strumming madly on the hart) 
in today's post. * * 

It was so good to find your card and your nice letter — 
another holiday surpriser for which I was quite unprepared, but 
very capable bf enfloying but thoroughly. 

„ * !i a8 ?*t it luck that you^ had such an excellent excuse to get 

out of attending the Astox dinner. I reckon you might have seen 
little Miss Doris if she is still with the organization but 
one can so readily pass up business associates at pseudo- 
social gatherings, and I, for one, am all in favor of leaving 
business associates in a single oompartment and going in for 
social oontaots that axe not shaped by those whom ohanoe jookeys 
us into association during our worfc-a-day hours. 

Of course the pandemonium of the family gatherings that 
must have been awaiting you could be readily passed up, too, and 
I am not sure, if one had to make a choice beftween the one brand 
of inconvenienoe or the other, which might be the better choice 
but I’m certainly glad you. didn t have to adertake both. 

I ran through a bit of mail several cards being set aside 
for subsequent sharihg, although’at the moment they are 
mixed'up with those being held for addresses, and so it ay be 
some time before anything is sent along. . 

I had a flock of pilgrims this morning, getting rid of them 
just as the dinner bell was tapping, and before 1 had finished 
my demi-tasse, the Campbells came. Whatever their motives may be 
for dragging three elderly ladies with them with them, I wouldn't 
attempt to guess,' save that they are trying to give them 
a pleasant holiday outing, but five inclines toward a crowd so 
far as my way of touring goes, and while I sent Junior tfugabou 
out on the i river with Mr. -ampbell, the ladies and I did 
a Cane Hirer tour of old houses, but naturally I wouldn't 
take- them to see the mistresses of Beaufort or Oakland, 


) 




t 






From the FRANCOIS HlGNON PAPERS/ 3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


5847 


5848 


still they had quite a pleasant party, I believe. It was 
almost first dark betfore we returned here and I introduoed 
them to Celeste and Madam regard and then handed them to 
their car declining to accept their invitation to dine 
with them in town. I should have been less tired and 
definitely in the frame of mind to accompany the lady and the 
gentleman, but five were too many, and especially as they all 
would have undoubtedly brought me bauk home later tonight 
and that would have been a little too muoh. * 

Sxcept for one car wreck by a family of color ouite 
capable of buying cars, ..the Joneses, —there were no major 
souffles throughout the Christmas festivities. About 
2 this morning. Bill Jones' son, a youth of 18 or so, had 
just taken his cousin to her home, —the Compton place next to 
the old Jean baptists iietoyer place, and was heading back h«me 

QhnJfh*!!? Sid J,°* the river * he got in front of the 

church of St. Augustin, or perhaps in front of the rectory the 
car hit a tree on the bank and dropped the 2p foot space * 
below, settling into the wat&r so that only the outline of the 
top of tne car could be seen. There it remained submerged 
until late this morning when it was hauled out and carted away 
a conplete wreck. The ooat the boy was wearing was ' 

pinned so tight to the seat by the twisted steel of the front 
or top that even after the oar had been jacked up into the 
road by 'the wreck, the ooat oould not be pulled out and it 

7! 8 * 0 ?* aft9r l he °?f F ad b09u tak * u t0 town a torch applied 

• that the garment could be extricated. As for the youth who 

was alone in the car, he didn't suffer a scratch and has no 
idea as to what happened or how he esoaped, not even knowing if 
he was thrown out of the car betfore it submerged or what 
All he recalls is that he started to light a oigarette as* 
he was drivin. : along, and a. sumes he mut have been going faster 
than he realized. It seems a miracle he should have survived. 

• ■ « t* 1 * * . . 

One of the most remarkable reactions to Christmas appeared 

his podiet a thin package which turned out to "be a Christmas 
card . which he had neatly wrapped in-brown paper so it wouldn't 

?!'V; PP ? 8Q ? ndy 18 40 ‘ or 46 ‘ - he bimself doesn't know. 

J v dl J f i oult t0 ima * ina and yet this was the first Christmas 
card he had ever received. On Wednesday m X s. Coombs and Mr. 
woods drove down from town to pay a little call across the fence and 
at lucoa. On leaving she handed me several envelopes she wished 

pe ° ple 011 the plaoe » and was one. ue 

unfolded it with loving care, arew out a card from the envelope and 
pointing to tne dollar bill and the reading, he explained that it 
was a message which said that lady wanted him to have a hpppy 

Christmas and a straignt t, rn „... py 

_ nr vug/. ■. q nem c w- . . 


Sunday, December 28th, 1952. 


Memorandum; 

All week end, I have kept finding myself wondering how 
the mid holiday week end has been turning in your neighborhood. 

I hope there have been a couple of moments of rest, but 
I can t figure out how that possible could be achieved. 

f v v 

At this bend of the river, Saturday was a shambles of 
people, but as the Shreveport contingent never showed up, it 
v.as altogether pleasant but mildly enervating, From 
6 in the morning until seven at night, I didn’t find myself 
alone for a split second. There were quite f-a few pilgrims, 
a few friends and a lot of scurrying around to not much point. 

I was entranced at the opportunity to fall into bed and 
sleep slap through without 1 awakening until 6 this 
morning. . < 

nut today I got a break. Only a few of Celeste's week end 
guests passed this way and as c. £. was serving as pilot and 
guide, those tours were bre<th-taking in brevity. 

We dined across the fenoe and delicious fare and 
pleasant company, being all about the board, I reckon I ate 
quite enough to make up for lost food on Christmas day. 

J’rom one of my colored friends on Saturday I learned one thing 
about the •'ones automobile accident the other night that I 
thought you would enjoy. It seems that after the youth 
extricated himself from the submerged oar and had manged 
to get to shore and up at the top of the bank, he looked baok 
and noticed that by some miracle, the tail light, way down 
under the water, waB still burning, whereupon he retraced 
his steps and piuuge, reached the car and turned off the switch, 
after which he returned to the bank and, taking the road, went 
on to the home of a cousin living just above the bridge. Isn't 
it odd what people do instinctively at such moments of strain? 

Celeste told me at dinner that,a special mass on behalf of 
the Jones family had been said at Church this morning in 
thanksgiving for the youth s escape. The mass did not 
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include any reference to turning of the switch, I rookon, 
but the Beverned father mised a big point right there it 
strikes me. 

Quite unexpectedly in Saturday's post came a package 
from "ina, containing a recording of the Listz 2nd and 
12th Hungariang numbers which I like ever so much, -^ut 
I was even more entranced to have her acconii anying little 
note, saying that sue is back home ae,ain. I had taken 
a cnance on a letter reaching her in Corpus Christi, and 
had posted one last week to her Caranoahua (what a name( address 
and 1 reckon she probably reoeived it about the time 
her message came to hand. I shall be looking for a 
• letter from her before long, although, if memory serves, she 
given to writing often and her letters are usually 
short s * de : stm ib is good to know she is back and 
u °" w ?. oa ? J^stget some kind ofa sign of life from t ose 
.^.ughty li,tle girls o’f yonder in -'aco, we ought to have th 
i..a,jor portion of’ bur ej. .-ive aciuaiutc:nces aeco nted f». 

o n*.?, 11 i; i c 1 3 te „ L -V' c '"- c ; a;:.e to hand* too, and 

a little note from la Storm, along with a lovely soft pastel 
gray-green sweater which i like, too. 

I was so glad dinner went off so smoothly aoross the 
fence today. Yesterday Celeste's sister and brother-in-law. 
who are Mr. and Mrs. Bdy of Mansura, came up for.the week end 
with three or four of their grown up ohildren. Mr. Boy is 
an alcoholic but had been on the water wagon for a few weeks 
and it was thought all was well. They stopped in Alexandria’ 
for a few minutes, however, during which Mr. Boy slipped. 

h °I e ° n the high 8ide - Ihis morning he deolined going 
L a !2 d ^°?!! ded T t0 find hi,nself something else to got 
0n J * U * brou 8 bt him to ^ucoa around 11 , 

thinking a little fresh air might help him to sober up a bit, 
^®" ao ! :od Quite the oontrary, apparantly There were 
people stopping at Celeste's immediately after*Church. — 11:15 

^ engineered onto the sleeping porch and’ 

tnero ho dozed until the other cocktail, guests had departed and 

realized he was about to put in an appearance, so that only 

thev^a^L^^nnppp 11 * a Vory P lensanb little man and 

vip i S po f eQ8SQd of an excellent mind, --but for years 

b?ing 0 you!!?. L ”. 8 * r68t bQ “° ne thQ nice thin * 8 thQ new may 


Monday, December 29th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

The hour is nine and I reckon the egg-nog is as ooiing 
merrily aoross the fence. "Mais, mol, je suls ioi pour chanter 
sur la paills". ' 

Celeste, poor dear, twice invited me to come over for 
a little while, and I said, "Oh, rhank You", and X reckon she 
knew I wouldn't be showing up # 

I have'no doubt there is probably a gay gathering of 
plantation gentry, including the Joyous Coast and as far in 
the opposite direction as Magnolia, for Attala is down from Washi g- 
ton and she usually makes the egg-nog party at Melrose each year. 

And there will be the Beverend Fathers, too, 1 suppose and 
some of the Brudhomes, Cloutiers and lambres, and I shall be 
quite contented to hear all about it on the morrow. Besides 
that gives me an opportunity to sit by my own fire side, 
enjoy a page or two about Denmark, and revel in the lovely glow of 
the white tapers as i^have a go at a dab of fruit cake and a glass 
of port. Frankly I oould relish an egg-nog but the price 
to be paid in chatter is too high for my slim purse of patience. 

t 

I was glad to see Lillian x riehell this afternoon. She 
came with her daughter and son-in-law, —the latter from 
Mineral Wells, Texas, or some such place, so ewhere West of Dallas or 
Aort "orth or some such. 

She didn't have much news but did volonteer the information 
that she had seen Sieter a week ago and that the latter had expressed 
vast affection for md but contempt for Sahara Begard. 'That was a 

?&« S8i!hl h 8aSS a »Hfi e i!il n fiSS 

she would take to the big road in a day or two, and this at some 
gat ering attended by Sister who ira ediately asked her if she would 
arive her to Briarwood. But, as Lillian explained, Caroline had 
already laid down a firm dictum that nobody was ever to bring Sister 
to Briarwood and so there was a go-round of refusals, explanations, 
misunderstandings and the Lord knows what all, and Lillian never did 
take her but Sister went by herself, or at least so Lillian under¬ 
stood. 
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On the ho .e front there was the sound of artillery both 
yesterday r&orning and this morning. Yesterday J. B. shot an 
old sow that was rooting up gardenias and today Geleste sent 
Mitohell, the *xe, to fetch a rifle to till the big old wild 
yellow oat that tore up Grandpa last summer and was worting on 
Jeleste oat today. The animal lives in the bamboo hedge and 
is difficult to sight when searching for him. hut it is 
rather funny to send a person of color for a gun to till a o at « 
Mitchell shot twice but anybody could have predicted that neither 
shot would come within yards of the mart, for all people.of color 
fear bad luct will result from tilling any‘kind of a cat tame or 
untame, and so the yellow panther still roames at large In the bush. 

But perhaps there was some slight advantage in the fireworks, 
for tonight along about first dart, Grandpa and Die -arau were 
in an unending frolic up and down the gallery, playing with 
their Santa Glaus catnip mouse and at such an hour they usually 
are not in a playful mood, for*then it is that the wild beast is 
want to start out on a'prowl, and both animals, having good sense, 
incline to hoep a sharp eye open, and hold themselves in readiness 
to tate to the tall timbers which usually is one of the cypress 
posts supporting the gallery. 

rthile the friohell contingent was present, Junri* fugabou 
arrived, bringing his sister, ..elen, with hi m> I withdrew 
from my guests for a few moments to let nelen’read. me a couple 
of paragraphs at random from whatever chanced to be to hand. 
i‘o utter astonishment, she seemed to know all ti.e words, and 
moved alon like a breeze. I saw her the other day when I 
took Mr. Campbell over to the camp to have Junior taki 
him fishing and suggested she come by sometime soon with her 
brother. This wi 1 be a great blessing if Helen can assist 
me with some of the soads of letters and notes.that are piled up 
from the holiday on-slaught, but j,ke Bmma Lee I suppose she, too, 
will be sailing off in an elopement Just about’the time we 
get the first Ghrietmae card to hand. But sufficient 
unto theday is the elopement thereof, or how ever the Bible 
phrases it. 

It is always good to receive letters such as the enclosed, 
since it is through such communioa ions that we get 
a dearer impression of the average pilgrim's conoept of 
looal sagging of civilization that would likely to be forth¬ 
coming from conversation. Although I do reohll with 
amusement the gentleman from Indianapolis, passing this 
way a few months baok, just after the ootton hulls had been 
distributed about the roots of the rarer plants and how 
he expressed the thought that the place would look quite 
nice if all the trash cou|d be raked off and grass be 
permitted to flourish at the base of all the shrbs and 
trees, a so many idea, so many 

without afly®8S;FaDilgnilBt all. 


5852 


Tuesday, Deoeraber 30th, 1952. 


Memorandum: 

How nioe to find your letter of the 23rd in today's post. 

The picture you sketoned of your busy day at the office 
is charming and I am glad you found everything in the peonage 
alright. 

< 

You were quite correct regarding the gourds as having come into 
being a little piece up the road. That they still retain their 
green tinge seems odd, for they were harvested and placed in the 
sun to <dry three or four weeks ago, but they still seem far from 
thh mummy state. 

And you were also quite right about the laurel as being 
from slap in .front of the big iron pot. That they still contained 
a certain fragrance sufficient to be noticeable on opening 
the package moves me to try my hand at making a "rose Jar 1 ’ out of 
them even though my success with the butterfly lily department 
was indifferent enough. Possibly with more basic material to hold 
the fragranoe, we shall have better luck on ' this try’. I'll report 
what progress is being made from time to time. 

I learned from J. • a . at the store this morning that the egg-nog 
last night was a success. I was surprised to learn that he pnrticipaed. 
■out the social whirl seems to be wearing the hostess down and I learned 
from her mother this afternoon that there was quite an emotional 
storm at dinner today, with much denouncing of mother and servant 
until J. H, t for the first time in his life, put a foot down and declared 
that such unfairness was definitely out of order. 

Fox the balance of the afternoon, Jeleste was at the big house, 
putting on final touches in preparation for the advent of the two sets 
of B n ton - v ouge ^enrys, scheduled to arrive to morrow and remain no 
longer than Thursday, I hope. 

After that, the social season ought to level off a little, and as 
' the Ban J'ranoisoo hejira gets under way on the 20th, a measure of 
peace ought to be upon us as the Chinese magnolias, —already in an 
"interesting condition", . ra ove toward ooming into full flower by the 
end of tne month. I must write to Hosalind *8well and advise her of 
the impending floral parade so she may round up her paint pots and 
have a go at things. 
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Wednesday, Deeerabf 31st, 1952, 


Your reference to the spirit of Goncorde and the Taylor port 
that is brewed from grapes of that vintage reminds me to mention a 
very interesting acoount in "Denmark is a lovely Land" of the 
famous Gherry Brandy which Denmark, or one of its oldest houses 
Exports, I am sure you have sampled the Gherry Brandy by this 
house whose name I have forgotten, although its pronunciation 
sounds like "Hearing" or some such. Well do i recall the 
marvelous flavor which this brand possesses, and according to 
the book on Denmark, the process and the business has been in 
the same family since the early 1800's, although, by much longevity 
in that succession of generations, only 4 succeeding heads of 
the clan have presided over it's destinies, which really seems quite 
remarkable for such a long span. The part I liked, too, is 
the fact that the originator 1 of tne business wa.s a poor youth, 
apprenticed to a grocer at a tender age and because he was such 
a nice chila, the grocer's wife mothered him and eventually 
gave him a secret formula for cherry brandy which, in time, the 
boy began manufacturing on his own hook and with such a 
success that he eventually had ocen going ships whose prime oargo 
was his brandy, X liked it, too, that the elegant old house 
this same man bought in Copenhagen, still serves as general 
residence, office, eto., of this highly successful enterprise. 

That fact*, alone, seems to give a unique disti otion to the 
whole thing, for i doubt if there are many businesses of 
such age still functioning on both the domestic and business levels 
in its original setting. 

In today'8 post came the December recorded Talking Book 
Topics, .read by John ^night. It had some good titles but nothing 
that struck me with much enthusiasm. I shall order "Post- 
Marked Moscow" or s6me such, by **irs. Kirk, wife ofJthe ex-Ambassudor. 
"*ullty or Hot ''uilty, by "rancis *■. Bush*This latter item is described 
as an exhaustive acoount of four important trials, two of which 
I never heard of and two which I have, —that of Samuel Insull 
and Alger niss. I am particularly interested in what will be 
presented in the Hiss matter, sinoa I am still inclined to feel in¬ 
tuit vely that the ^iss business is one of the worst trumped-up 
legal things that have tarnished oontempoary courts and politics, 
not to mention the victim himself. e ‘or the life of me, I can’t 
understand why the Parole Board reoently turned down the Hiss appeal, 
since murderers by the dozen seem to be .turned loose without the 
bat of an eyelash I shouldn't be surcrised if we lived to see the 
day the whole Hiss business is reversed and the victim exhonerated. 

But I must break off. It has been so nice nearing from you. 

I hope all is gradually returning to normalcy y our neighborhood.... 


Memorandum: 

I wonder if you, evdn as do I, feel just a little nostalgia 
wnen writing December 31st for the last time in afly year. 

Perhaps it is pure sentiment, perhaps something else, —I 
never did stop to give it much thought. Perhaps it is because 
no matter how much rattle and bang every ya* produces, there are 
inevitably some pleasant tings, too, which we associate with the 

particular set of figures, and it is that to which we say Goodbye wi.th 
regret. 

And speaking of the rattle and bang section, we sta ted off the 
day with quite a liberal dose of the stuff, following yesterday's 
nerve spree across the fence, Aurellia didn't show up this 
morning. This evoked a new set of nerves and it was countered 
by a sentence: You are the dumbest person X ever saw", which 
iejust another way of saying that when I arrived, by request, 
tears cascaded on my shoulders madly. 

What made tnis part.oular day excellent in effectiveness for 
the disappearing aot is the fact that the two sets of S. G.'s 
were scheduled to arrive, —as they actually did, —this afternoon, 
and as at least one set, will be house guests in the homo without 
a servant, the loss will be doubly impressive. 

After a couple or three inches of rain during the last 36 
hour8, today dawned cloudless, giving me an opportunity 
to do much pulling and hauling about in the damp earth. The 
thermometer was in the 50s, making the sunshine welcome as a warming 
agent, and what with lots of ozone in the air, I felt much 
vim and vigor to attack a half dozen odds and euds X had been 
waiting t .• attend to following the advent of the winter season. 

, . ,7hile u occurs to me, X want to remark that the Talking Book 
.topics asked its readers for a preference as to the recording of 
some magazine, as, for instance, fortune, and I'm casting about 
in my mind as to which one I think wuld sit me best, — 
certainly not fortune. If you have any ideas on the subjedt, 

1 "eloome them. Of course Headers Digest is already being 

set forth tn records, but an additional one is what is contemplated. 
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I have reaa a few more pages from the Denmark book and 
found the several references to Old Age Pensions extremely interest¬ 
ing. The author opines that in contrast to Denmark, the 
United States is a^out 50 years behind schedule in this matter 
as it is in nealth Insurance as well. The data presented and 
tr.e conclusions reached are something to' bear in mind when 
your,friend, Sentaor 3.A.T., talks about putting the train 
back on the track of 20 years ago and the American Medical 
Assooiatin begins heating its drum about "free enterprise". 

In view of the tremendous amount of propaganda the A. M. A. 
puts out to retain the primordial conditions in the field 
of money making at the expense of hyman suffering, it seems to 
me high time some one of the great foundations, such as 
Aockerfeller, doesn't allot a vast sum of money for counter- 
progaganda f<?r the common welfare. 

Tonight's news speaks of snow, sleet and slush in Times 
Square and I find myself hoping you are among those 
who are sung by a friendly fireside at hone. It never was quite 
qlea to me just what impelled thousands of people to congregate 
in mid winter in such a drafty place as Times Square, but I 
suppose there must be some satisfaction in being pushed about and 
stepped on that I have never learned to appreciate. 

■Fo my regret, my new secretar-y seems to be follow ng the 
usual pattern' of all rural secretariew, —forgetting to show up. 

It chanced that all of today's incoming mail was long hand which 
seemed utterly beyond the powers of the two secretaries who 
appeared. Junior fugabou said his sister would pass this way 
a little later. Seven hours have elapsed and something tells me 
he would have been correct if he’ had said she would show up next 
year. At such times, I am inclined to think that one reason why 
wages in this section must of necessity be on a low levedl is 
due to the faot that one must inevitably make provision for at 
least two people to do a job whioh could easily be managed by 
a single individual, --except that the single individual is 
bound to fulfill his duties on a hit-or-miss basis, thus necessitat¬ 
ing a double at all times if one hopes to have the services 
of one. 

So turns the season and so ends 1952 and 1953 makes its 
bow, I am'grateful to God for 1952 and for the 
little Miss lee who made its living worth while.full well do you 
know what my sentiments are regarding all good things that 
may be yours in the impending '53. 



/ 





